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T^HE melancholy duty of examining the Pa-* 

pers of rny decealcd friend devolved upon me 
at a tune when I was depref&d by &ifere tf- 
fli£fcions. 

In that' ftate of mind, I hefitated to under* 

take the tafk of fcleding and preparing his Ma- 
nufcripts for the prefs. The warmdi of my 
early and long attachment to Mr. Gibbon made 
me confcious of a partiality, which it was not 
proper to indulge, eipeciaUy in revifmg many 
of his juvenile and unfiniftiedcon^pofitLOos^ . I. 
had to guard, not only againii^a* £i3ftiinent>' 
like my own, which I found c-\tcii6wly:difr'* 
iuied, but alfo againft the eagernefsjoocaliqp^^ 
by a very general curiofity to fee iii- jn-j-nr-eveiy' 
literary relick, however - imperfed, of fo dif<- 
tingui(heda writer^ 

Being aware, how difgracefuUy Authors of 
Eminence have been often treated, by an in- 
difcreet pofthumous publication of fragments 
^d careleis effulions when I had ieletted 
thofc Papers vvlikli to myfelf appeared the £t- 

teft for the public eye, I confultedfome of our 
conimoix friends, whom I knew to be equally 
anxious widi myfelf for Mr. Gibbon's fame. 
Vol. J. a and 
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smd fully competeau ibom dieir judgmeiit, tcr 
{N»lo& it. 

Uniler liich a fandkm it is, that, no longer 
foipofting myftlf U> view throng too £ivQuni* 
Ub a medium the compoiitions of my Friend, . 
I HMT Yotrtiife to puMifii thsm : and it 11119^ 

here be proper to give fomc information t5 the- 

Rtadtfy rofpcfiing t]!ifr Cbntents of tfaefe Vo- 
lumes. 
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moirs of Mr. GibbonV Liie and Writings, « 
work which he ieems to hme projeded with 
peculiar ibbcitude and attention^ and of which 
he left Six different fketches, all in his own 
hand- writing. One of thele lketche^> . the 
:*:jen9(bdxifufc*an4:circumftantial, fb far as it pro- 
* * AMs, eria^^yc the tioie when he quitted Ox« 
]^^«:>;&j6ther at the year 1764, when he 
\;l3r^v.^lfd::{(^ Italy. A thirdt at his ikther's 
* 6iUiHp iti ijy^* A fourth^ which he continued 
Ift a ihort tiflie $fbr hiff return tdLaoftimeiii 
sySSf appears in the form of Annal^ much 
lefs detailed than tl^ oAm. The two remam- 
tag ikelches are ftill more imperfed. It is 
difficult to difcovcr the order in which thef« 
fevenl Pieces were writtseot but there is reaibn 
to believe that the moft copious was the laft. 
F^MD iH thefe the followbig Memoirs have 
been carefolfy fe leO te d, and put together. 

My 
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My hefitation in giving thefe Memoirs to 
tiie world arofe^ priiicipalty, ffom the circtim* 
fi»cc of Mr. GibiKMi's appearing, inibmeref^ 
peft, not to have been fatisfied with them, as 
ibe had ib irequcntly varied their form : yet» 
notwithftanding this diffidence, the coifipofi- 
tioQs, diough anfiniflied, arefbexceBcnt, that 
they may julliy entitle my Friend to appear as 
his own biographer, rather than to have that 
talk undertaken by any other pcrfua leis qua- ' 

This opinion has rendered me anxious to 
pdUiih the pir^nf Memoes, without any tin« - 
neceilary delay for I am perfuaded, thai the 
Author of them cannot be made to appear in 
a truer light than be does in the IbUowing 
pages. In them, and in his different Lctteft, 
which I have added, will be found a complete 
pidure of his talents, his difpofition, his flu^' 
dSc8^ md hia attainoents.- 

Thofe flight variations of diara^er, whieh 
nttRa^ aroie k the progreft of hi^ Life, Witt 
be unibided in a feries of Letters, fele^ed 
flom s CorrefpcAideMo Wtwten him and my^ 
ielf, which continued full thirty years, and 
ended wich' his dettffa# 

It is to be lamented, that all the fetches of 
the Memoirs, except that eompofed in the form 
ef AiiMbt sutd wfnd^ ftesi^ rathelf dtfigneil 

a 2 «8 



a( heads for t fiiture Work, c^t about tw^en** 
ty .years beib]:c Mr. Gibbon s death ; and con- 
fequently, that we have the Icaft detailed ac- 
count of the moll intereftiDg part of hisLifc* 
His Conclpondencc during that period will, 
in great meafure^ fupply the deficiency. It 
Will be feparated from the Memoirs and placed 
in an Appendix, that tfaoie who are not dif- 
pofed to be pleafcd with the repetitions, fami- 
IkritieSy and trivial chcumftances of epiftolary 
luting, may not be embarrafTcd by it. By 
many, the Letters will be found a very inte- 
relUng part of the prefent Publication. They 
will prove, how pleafant, friendly, and amia- 
ble Mr. Gibbon was in private life i and if, in 
publifliing Letters fo flattering to myklf, I in- 
cur the imputation of vanity, I fhall meet the 
charge with a frank confeflion, that I am in- 
deed* highly vain of having enjoyed, for fb 
many years, the efteem, the confidence, and 
ther afiK^^oh of a ftian, whole focial qualities 
endeared him to the moil accompliilied fociety, 
and whole talents, great as they were, muft 
. l}e aciuiowiedged to have been fully equalled 
by the lincerity of his friendfhip. 

Whatever cenlure may be pointed againit 
the Editor, the Public will fct a due value on 
the Letters- for their intrinfic merit. I muft, 
ind^d, be blinded, either by vanuy or aifedti- 

. . on. 
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on, if they do not difpky the heart and mmd 
of their Author, in fuch a maoner as juftiy 
to increafe the number of his admirers. 

X have not been iblicitous to garble or ex^ 
punge paflagcs which, to fome, may appear 
trifling. Such pailages- will often^ inthe opU 
nion of the obferving Reader, mark the cha* 
rader of the Writer, and the omiiiion of them 
would materially take ^om the ealc and 6am* 
liarity of authentic letters. 

Few men, I believe, b^ve over fo fully uui- 
veiled their own charader, by a minute narra-* 
tive of their . fentiments and puriiiits, as Mr. 
Gibbon will here be found to have done ; not 
with ftudy and labour^not with an ai&6)red 
I'ranknefs — but with a genuine confeiEon of 
hi8 little fi;ubleaiuid peculiarities, and a good* 
humoured and natural di^lay of hk own coa- 
dud: and opinions* ... . - > 

Mr, Gibbon began a Journal^ a work dif- 
dad : from the (ketches alceady. mentioned^ in 
the early partoi his Life, with tl)e, following 
declaration: 

I propofe from this day, Auguft 24th. 

1761, to keep an cxaift Journal of my a6ki^ 
" ons and ilodies* both to aflift my memoty^ 
** and to accuftom me to fet a due value on 
^ my Aaaat. J iludl begin by ietting down 
"fome few events of my pall life, the dates 

of which I can remember/' 

This 
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Tbu uidiiAxious projca he puria^ occafiofi*. 
ally in French, under various titles, and with 
the miiMtciiiciA^ fidelity^ and libemlky of .« 

pund i'eiblvcd to watch Qvcr and iiuprove it* 

. TW Journal is continued undex different 

itfid ibm^tifXM!6 vecycoDcife, tnd fomer 
times iingulaf ^ ii^faakd* One part of it is en* 
iteled My Joisitoa}^'' tnoArr Ephemerides, 
<^ or Jouma^l of my Ai^QSi £cudie&» and Opi-t 
nions.*' The other parts arc ei:^itlcd, Ephe- 
^^fileri4es9 oil Joimial<deina Vte»ileiB€8£mde8|, 
5^et dc mes Sentixn^s/' la tins Jaurnalu 
linipng tl^nioft irividciipitn^ afcmix^ 
1^ very mtereiling pbiervations and difTertati^; 
'Ii08«»a Sitire of |iiyefial» a PkSge of Ho^ 
4|ier, or of Longipus^ or of ^uy other author 
jv^ie wptk$ l^happeiiodtorea^in^jooai^ 
of the day ; and he pftep paiifs fropi a. Bj^ 
jfMrk on the moft common event, to a critical 
DilqMiiitipn of aMifaierablc Ipurniogt or ai^ 
Enquiiy into Tome abftrufe point of Philofophy, 
It cerUdnly wa$ not his intention that diii 
private and motley Diary Aould be prefcnted 
to d)« PahUc$ Apr luore i thought ni|Ficif at 
liberty to prefent it, in the ihap^ in which hue 
left k. But vodncing it to am ttooouat of 
iii Jiterary oca^paMons^ it Ibrnied (o lingular 

an^ 
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/ure« obferving that it ixad been tranfljifcd even^ 
into the Turkiih language* . 

Of tliefe various writings the, ikLi,|Ltv><^ ly^^ 
Xpoketi himfelf» in deicribing his pwnUk^ 
i have yet to oouce iome article not mwytir 
oned in his Memoirs, and wiuch ^11 be ibuni 
ia this Publicatioii. i. 4* juveuik iketel^ 
entitled, ''Oudiiics of the Hiilory of the 

World." z. A Difiemtipn, which l» had 

ilicwn to a few friends, on that curious .fub* 
je^, L'Hommc au MalqUf d^ F^r/' A 
more confiderable work, ** Tfie Antiquities of 
the Houfe of Bruofwick an hii^op^aidil? 
rourfe, compofed about the year 1790. In . 
this Work he intended to ' appropriate fepilrate 
books : I . To the luUaa deitcni ^ z. 1 q the 
Germanic reign : and, 3. To the Britifh Sue- 
celiion of the Houie oi Briinlwick* Ihe 
Manufcript clofes in completing the ItaUaa 

Atnong tlic moft fpkj.uiU paiiagcs of thajt 

i]nfin^(hed work may be enumerated, the 

ra<^r$ of Leibnitz and Muratori ; A ikdch of 
•* ^ - • . ' ' 

^bert-Azo the Second, a prince whp refined 

his 

* At Betnibfirgli aod Vlcniia it ivas cumDtly obfcrvcd^^ 
iheClifpi QiptoMtique, lUt the Inglilh MnUhyMpttli- 

liihed a Memorial written not only wiih great ability, but 
alfo in Ircncb, fo correA, tbat tbey muft bave employed a 
FKncbiaaa* 
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iocb ^QtBs X9f owUf as it feemed nccefiarj 

It remains only to cxprcfe a wifla, that ia 
dKlcliargmg this hteft office of a£b£Uoft, my 
KigfuA to ibe memoiy of noiy Ffiend ma/ ap«> 
pear, a$ I tnift it mil de^ proportidned 
ki^ iattA&dion which I cfijoycd for mafy|r 
years in pofle^ffing his entire confidence, and 
wry. jfartw^ ^atMtdnoseiiL 

SHEFFIELD. 

Snvr m ld-Pl a c i , 
. iWkAttg. 4795. 
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MEMOIRS 
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OF 

9 

Mr LIFE AND WRiriNGS. 

1 

i 

iiA I I I 

In the iiity-fecond year of my agC} tSut, tbe completion of 
an arduous and fuccefsful work, I now propoie to employ 

fome moments of my Icifure in reviewing the fimple tranfac- 
tioiis ( f a private and literary life^ Truth, naked, uubiulh- 
ing truth, the iirft virtue of more rerioi4% hifkoryi muft be 
the ibie recommendatioQ this perlbnal narrative* The 
ftyle (hall be fimple and familiar: but ftyle is the image of 
charaiSler ; and the habits of corredt writi^ may produce, 
without labour or defign) the appeacance of art and iliudy*. 
My own amulement is my motive, and will be my .reward; 
and if thefe (beets are communicated to fome difcreet and 
Indulgent friends, they will be fecretcd from the public eye 
till the author fliali be removed beyond tbci rq^ch of criticiiia 
or ridicule 

VoL. L \ B A lively 

* a 

^This paifage It Rrtin4 in one t>nly of the fix (ketches, and In that wifidi feentf 
t»bii»baeD tlie ilrlbwritlBn> and which was bid afld» among loofe pftpen. 
Mr* OibbOQ, io iiii oommtuacatioiit with me on the fnbjed cf his Mmioirst 
ifiiieft which he had never mentioRecl to any other periboi^ txpreM a de* 
tcmteion of publiihing them in his lifetime ) and never appcan to have 
^qMrted from thit rdblutidn, excepting In one of his letters *nn9;rad, in 
vliidi he Jntimttet a doiihtj thoofh mtfatr caielefsly, whetfier lit hit time, 
«rit«qrtiBBe, thej^ would meet the eye of thepnUtf.'-Xaaconverlationy 
iMiever, not long befioie his death, it was fuggefted to*him, that, i{ he 
Aoald make them a full image of his mind, he would not have nerves 
ydbfiih them Ift hitllftilme, and theteihie that they Ihould'be pofthumoiiS| 
■ ^i iiw sm d» MdHteigeriy, thatfaatmi daimwned to puUlfli^thcm ielir 
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A Hvdy dcfirc of knowing and of recording our anccC-^ 
tors fe generally prevails, that it muft depend on the infiu* 
ence of ibme conrmion principle in the mhids of Men. We 
fccm to have lived in the perfoas ut our forefathers; it is 
the labour and rieward of vanity to extend the term oi this 
ideai- longevity. Our Imaginiftioti is always a^ve to en- 
large the narrow cirde in which >7Siture has confined us^ 
iifty or an hundred years itay be allotted to an individual,' 
hl^t we itep forwards beyond death with fueh hopes as reli- 
< gicKi and philofiipby wiH fuggeft; artd we fil Up the filent* 
vacancy that precedes our birth^' by aflbciattng ourielves to 
the authors of our exiftence. Our cahner judgment will 
nether tend to r^oderate, than to fupprcfs, the pride of an 
antient and worthy race. The iktyrift may laugh, the phi- 
M>pher may pfeach \ but Reafon herlelf will rcfpeft the 
prejudices and habits, which have been coiifecratcd by the 
experience of mankind. 

Wherever the dillin^on of birth is allowed to form u 
^pet4or Ofder in (he Hate, education and example fhould 
always, and will often, produce among them a dignity of' 
fentiomt and propriety of conduct, which is guarded from 
dMionour by their own ind the public efteenu If we read 
iof ^eme SliiAnoii^ line fo antient that it has no beginningV 

worthy that it ought to have no end, wc fymp ithize in 
its various ^rtunes; nor can we blame the generous enthu- 
' fiafiU) OP even the hannlefs vanity of tholb who are allied 
Xo 4h» 'bonours of its name. For my own part^ coiM I 
draw my pedigree from a gcner;il, a ftatefman, or a ccle- 
Imted author^ I fliould iludy their lives with the ^ig^aec 
o^fiMil loner laihe invei^gatioa elfdl events^-oorCtt^ 
rio^ ?s (lirnubled by the immediate or Hidlreft reference 
to ourielves ^ but iir the eilimate of horx>ur we fhould lcan,i 
to value lbs gilts of Naiaie above thofe of Fortiiae^ %» 
dhen m oitr nedtors the i|ttfl]fties libit beft p^ 
interefh of ^iety ; and to pronounce the delcendant of 
ting Icfs truly noble than the offspring of a man of geniui^ 
^«b«fe nyiaprir «iU mSusMA at dcl^ the iatsft .fefterity* 
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Tiie haUf of Confuciui ii| ki my opinion, the mok iliu^ 
trious ipiite world. » After t fmefvi afant of ci^t or tm 
iocncnrk< oioi feuxm and pritlcft of Europe •!« k>ft in the 

^rknels of the mi (idle ages; but, in the vali equality of the , 
•empire of Chiosif the poitertty of Confucius have nnii^ 
«ainod){ itef«€wo thoOtod two hu^died jcm^ their pemce- 
M hoooQt^ «id perpetual ftfoeeflloiK Tlie dlSef of tlie 
family is ftill reverted-, by the fovcreign and the people, as the 
lively image of the wifeft of mankind The nobility of the 
Spenom hat bean illiiftraiedaiidcArtched bj the tr^eadf 
MarlboroQgh s Init 1 eKhoft Aem fo iMoiGte' ¥kc tUty 

^ien as the mofl: precious jewel of their coronet. I havfe 
expofe^l my private feehngs, as I (hall always do> withovft 
lbiii|ile dr refervew Thacthcfefendnaenti are juftt oratleaft 
fiatttral^ I am (nclfned Co beliefei Anee I do not feel mjrfelf 

intcrefted in the caufc ; for i can derive from my anceilors 
neither glory nor (hame. 

. Yet a iinoe^ and fimple namthpe of my own life inajr 
amufe fome of my ieifure hours ; but It will fubjeft me, and 

perhaps with juftice, to the imputation of vanity. I may 
judgei however^ from the experience both of paH and of 
the prefent timesi that the public are always curious to 
Icnow liie men, who havo lel^ behind them any imsge of 

Aeir minds ; the molt fcanty accounts of fuch men are 
compiled widi diligence, and pcrufcd with caypifift | and 
Ihe Audent of every daft maf derive a Infibfii or an aam^ 
frnmthelfveimft lunHw Qohfsovim* Mynim^'najr 

hereafter be placed among the thoufand articles gf a Blogm* 
ffaia Briunnica i and I mui^ be conicious, that no one is ft 

wnit qualtikdt a$ m)dUI^ 10 difotbethe 

nni aAtOM. The omhori^ of «y osafters, of Ae gwm 

Thuanus, and the phiiofophic Hume, might be fufficient CO 
inftify my defign ; buX it would not be di^lcuit produfiC 
atoagiift of aniienca and modpriMi wbo^ in vtriOHi liNinli 
MfOeidiibited their own povtrsils. 9^ ponraitamofteti 

tlie muft intcrefting, and fometimes the <>nly interefling parts 

of 4Kk mmm ». ^ v« iiildo» Qom<f 

B a plain 
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.plain of the minutcncfs or prolixity of diefc pcrfonal lucmo- 
rials. The lives of the younger Pliny, .of Petrarch, and of 
Erafmus, are e^reffed in the eptftleS) which they them^ 

.ielves Jme- given to the world. The eflays of Montigiie 

.and Sir William Temple bring us home to the houfcs anil 

,bofoms of the authors : wc fmile without contempt at the 
headilrong paffions of Beaevenuto CeUini> and the gay fol>- 
Ites of CoUe^ Gibber* The confefflons of St Aoftin and 
RoufTeau difclo(e the fecrets of the human heart : the tomb" 
mentaries of the karned Huct have furvived his evimgelical 
demonftration i and the memoirs of Goldoni are more truly 

.dramatic than his Itaimn comedies; The heretic aad the 
churchman are ftrorrgfy marked in the charaders and for- 
tunes of Whiflon and Biihup Newton; and even the dulU 
nefs of Michael de Marolles and Anthony Wood acquires 

fime value from the .fiuthful rqprefentacion of men' and imnr 
ners. That I am equal or fapertor to fome of thefc, the ^ 

/ects of modeily or aft*a(^ion cannot force me to diflimible. 

»♦ • . 



' My ^ity it origtnallf derived from the ftoanty of Kent. 
The ibnthern diftridi, which borders on Suflex and the fea, 
Avas formerly overfprcaJ with the great foicft Andcrida, and 
even now retains the denomination of the Weald^ or Woodlan<k 
In tMf diftci^ and in the hundred and parilb of Rohrenden^ 
the Gibbons were poflefledof landf In die year one thoufand 
three hundred and twcnty-fix; and the elder branch of the 
tenily^ without much increafe or diminution of property, 
ftlU adberel to^lts native ibil. Foarteen years after tba htA 
appearance of his name, John Gibbon is recorded as the 
Marmorarius or architect of Kmg Edward the Third ; the 
ftroDg and ftacely caftle of Qucenfborough} which guarded 
the entrance of the. Medwteyi was a monument of hts fletU i 
and tlie grant of an hereditary toll on the pafTage from Sand- 
wich (o in the lite of Thanet, is the reward ot na 
• • 4 *. vulgar 
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ifulgar uM. In the vifitations of ^ Weraldt, the Gi%bom 

are frequently mentioned: they held the rank of Efquire in 
an age, when that title was lefs promircuoudy aiiumed : 
of-then^ under the ragn of Queen Eiiieabeth, was xsip- 
-tadn of tiie militia of Kent; and a free School, in the neigh- 
bouring town of Benenden, proclaims the charity and opu- 
lence of its founder. But time^ or their own obfcurity, has 
caft a veil of obHWon over the virtues and vices of my Kent- 
Mh anceftors : their chara Aer or ftation confined ihem to the « 
labours and pleafurcs of a rural life : nor is it in my power 
io follow the advice of the Poet, in an enquiry after a name^ 

Go ! fearch it there, where to be born, and dic^ 
Of rich and poor makes all the hiftory." « 

So recent is the inilitution of our pariihi regifters. In the 
bcgtnning of the ieventeenth century, a younger branch ^ 
.ifae Gibbons of Rolvenden migrated from the 'eountry to 
cityj and from this branch I do not blufh to dclccnd. The 
law requires fome abilities ; the church impoies fomc re« 
ftraints ; and before our army and navy, our civil eftablifk- 
ments, and India emptre, had dpened fo many paths of for- 
tune, the mercantile profeflion was more frequently chofen 
by youths of ^ liberal race and education, who afpired to 
•create their own inde|>endence. Our mo^ refpedable 
milies have not difdained the counting-houfe, or *«ven fbe 
Ihop ; their names are inrolled in the Livery and Companies 
'4>f London s and in England^ as well as in the Italian comr 
monwealths, heralds have been compelled to declare, that 
gentility is not degraded by the exercife of trade. 

The armoriLil enfigns which, in the times of chivalry, 
adorned the creit and ihicld ot the foidier, arc now become 
an empty decoration, which every man, who has mofiey to 
build a carriage, may paint according to his fimcy on the 
pannels. My family arms are the lame, which were borne 
by the Gibbons of Kent in au age, when the College of 
Heralds religioufly guarded the diftin<^ions of blood and 
ji^c : a lipn ram pant gai dant, between three fcUllop*fliells 

. . • Argent, 
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teoipCfdlD UttKH^ «qr oont of «rmH wtiv k not coniicd«< 

with a whimflc^ anecdotc.-^About the reign of James the 
yirHy the three harmlefs fchi&llop^ihclls were changid by 
£dmun4 Gibbon, eTq, into three Qgrifis^ or fatmifi flamuM 
JhulS) with a defign of ftigmatising three Wiea» hi* kinllWo> 
men, who had provoked him by an unjufV law-fuit. But this 
fingular mode of revenge, for which he obtained the fan6iion 
of Str William Seagsu-» king at arms, foon expired with its 
author i andi on his own moniioien^ ii» the Temide duirch^ 
the monftera vanift, and die three fchiJlop^fhelU rcfume . 
dieir proper ^nd hereditary place^ 

Our alliances by m^riage it is not difgraceful to mention. 
The chief honour of my anceftry i$ Jai^ies FienS| Baron Say 
und Seale, and Lord High Treafurer o( England,^ in the 
xeign of Henry the Suth ; from whom by the Phelips, the 
WhfimMh and tho Cromers, I am lineally de(c«aie4 
Aa yelmndi defroc. His difmtfion and tmpri4bnim«pe in 
the Tower were infoflicie«t to appeafe the papular damour i 
and the Treafurer, with his ion-in-Uw Cromer, was bc- 
hfajprt ( I4$0}t after a mock trial by !Ke Kentifh infurgents^ 
TheUackUftitf luiofi«ncM» aaitiseat^ 

peare, diiplays the ignorance and envy of a plebeian tyrant^ 
JBeTides the vague rcpfoatht.s of felling Maina and Nor- 
amiy to the PauptMOi the treafurer is fpecially accufed. of 
taitry* for iriding on a feot^docfa Ji sndof trea&ni fbr jTpeak- 
ing French, the language of our enemies; ^ Thou haft 

moft traiteroufly coriruptcd the youth pf the realm," fays 
Jack Cade lo the unfortunate l^ord^ in ercding a gram* 
. ^ oiar^chool } and whereas before our (br^fathers had no 
^ other books than the fcorc and the tally, thou haft caufi d 

printing to be ufcd j and, contrary to the king, his cj own, 

^aiid difnityt tbcai haA built a fM^rvmillt }i will 

proved 

« The letter of Uvd Chimeric Hardwidw iwirrifd w belii^oClhlifii* 
inlly of Oibboo. The Chaacelloi^ efeuteheOD in the Temple Hatt ^uirtsrt 
fheariM eTOttteiif u4m lUblhilla LNMQb*i Ian HiUa eT qhariet Yoffcg 
ChaaeeHaria 1770. S. 

s 
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^ prorotte thy £K:e, that thou haft men abcRit dKe, wbQ 

^ ufually talk of a npun and a verb, and fuch abominable 
^ wordsy a& no cbriilian earcao endu<£ to hear/' Our dtai* 
4iKitic poet is genemlljr fliore attentive to chacader dumtoi 
UAonr ; and I much fear that the art of printing waa not 
introduced into England, till feveraJ years after Lord Sjy's; 
death: but of feme of theic meritorious crioies i ibouifll 
Aepe to find my anceftor guiliy^ and ,a nsaa.qf letters oiajK 
ht pnopd of d^firent from a patm and martyr cf leariw 
jng. 

In the beginning of the laft century Robert Gibbon, efc^ 
«f &Qlveiiden in Kent, wh^ died in i6«%) hadaioflof thw 
Ame name of Robert, who Attled in liondon^ and becamf 

a member of the Cloth-wqr|cers' Campany. His wife was 
4 daugbt^^r of the £dgar% who Houriihed about four hun* 
dred ycarsin the county of SuSblici and jprodiiced an emi* 
iiflQt and wealthy ferjeant-at-Iaw, Sir Gregocy Edgar, iii 
the reign of tJenry the Seventh. Of the ibtis^f Robert 
Gibbo^y (who died in 1643,) Matthew did not afpire abovQ 
the flatioii <tf 4.Unen<^raper in (/eadenhail-^ftreeti M Joh«^ 
lias given to the public ibm(ciirtous,)!Q^^ ttf Us cxifii^ 
ence, his character, and his family. was born on th^ 
^ of Noveo^cr \^ (he ^ear ^629^ his education was iib^ 
ssV St a grammar-fcbooti and ii^erwaids ia Jefiis CoUegs 
at Cambridge; and he ceiebsfitas the ^retired 'Content whidi 
he enjoyed at Allcil)urough in WorcefterfLire, in the houfc 
of Thofoss i«Qrd Coventr)^ where John Gibbon was em^ 

fk^vd as domeft^ tntor^. #9 6me oficc whicb Mfv 
Hobbes mrcifed in the E^yo(ilhire fiunily. 9ut the fpjrit 

^ my ktnfman Toon imrnerged intu more a£livc life : hei 
vifited foreign countries as a .(qldier and a traveUer^ 9fir^ 
quind tiir JiooiiiMge of ^the French an4 Spanift lapguase% 
pafl*^ fome time in the Ifle of Jerley^ crojled the Atlantic;, 
4ad ref^ded upwards ui a twelvemonth (1659) rifin^ 
csleogr of VirgiiM?* I" ^^^^ reuiote province, hi? tafte, or 
ladier pefipm for heraldry found a fingvlst gritificatim 
^ a war-da)i$;e pf tbe native l^^m* As tli^y moved in 

meaiuied 
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meafured ffeps, brandifliing their tomahawks, his curious 
eye contemplated their little fhields of bark, and their naked 
bodies, which were painted with the colours and fymbols 
of his favourite fdence. At which I exceedingly won-^ 
dcred i and concluded that heraldry was ingrafted ntrtU' 
" raily into the fenfe of human .race, if fo, it delerves a 
greater efteem than now*a-day8 is put upon it.*' His 
return to England after the Ref^oration was (bon followed 
by his marriage— his fettlement in ahoufe in St. Catherine's 
Cloyfter, near the Tower, which devolved to mv grandfa- 
ther-^nd his introduction into the Heralds' College (in 
167 1 ) by the (lyle 'and tide of Blue-mantle Purfuivantat 
Anns. In this office he enjoyed near fifty years the rare 
felicity of uniting, in the fame purfuit, his duty and incli- 
nation : his name is remembered in the College, and many 
of his letters are ftill preferyed. Several of the moft re^ 
fpectable characters of the age. Sir William Dugdale, Mr. 
Afhmoic, Dr. John Betts, and Dr. Nehemiah Grew, were 
bis firiends; and in the'fociety of fuch men^ John Gibbon 
may be recorded without difgrace as the member of an af- 
frological rlub. The ftudy oi hereditary honours is favour- 
able to the Royal prerogative; and my kinfman, like moft 
of his fiunily, was a high Tory both in church and ftate; 
In -die latter end of die reign of Charles the Second, his 
pen was exercifcd in the caufe of the Duke of York ; the 
Republican faction he moft cordially detefted ; and as each 
animal is confcious of its proper arms, the heralds' revenge 
was emblazoned on a -moft diabolical eicutcheon. But the 
triumph of the Whig government checked the preferment 
of Biue-mandei and he was eveji fufpended from his ofice, 
till his tongue could learn to pronounce die oath of abjura- 
tion. His life was prolonged to the age of ninety ; and, in 
the cxpe£btion of the inevitable though uncertain hour, he 
wi(hes to preferve the bleffings of health, competence, and 
virtue. In the year x68st be publiihed at X^oodon his /miv- 
du&h ad Latinam Blajoniamf an original attempt, which 
Camden hdd dcfideratedj to dcAne, in a Roman idiom, the 
• ■ * ' terms 
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1666, aud Thppnas, afterwards Dean df Carliilc Ao 
QOfdmg to the mcj:cawule creed, that the beft book is a 
fgofilaUe ledger, the wnjting$ the herald would b« 

fWMh left |Mdou% thmibflfecf htf rnftg r jBdwigd; ho^ 
an author pjrofeilts at litaft to «rrit^ far the pidUie benefit ^ 
^nd the ilow balance of trade can be pleafipg to thofe per? 
(00% Qn]y> Id whom it is 9dvaptagQ9iii« Thd i^cisful 
ioddby of my gnii4Mar niM him Aen the hml ^ 
his immediate anceftortf he appears to hive hmndbed mto 
;rarious and cxtenfi^e dealings: even his opinions were 
fiibordinatc ^ bis intercft^ mi I hi«» f liocksf 

|tohi«ciM«gWiU^ while hi ^NwUhivecQap 

traded with 'MreplaiArc^ Aougb not perhaps sts cheaper 

jzte^ for the fervicc of King James. During his refidcncc 
abroad his cooceras at home were nunaged by his mother 

iras s wklowert of che nime ef Adon: they ooited tho 

ichilJrcn of their firft nuptials. After his marriage witi| 
tfie diMglUer of ]^ichard Acto% goldfmich io ^eadeqhaUr 

ftree^ he his tm fi^erlo Sir Whttnuve AAoi^ of 
AldenhsA; sndl am thus ecvmefited, by a triple aUiaiio% 

with that ^indent and loyal f*imily of Siiropfhire baronets. It 
^oni&fted About tb^ ti^M of ^ev ea brothers, aU of gigaotif 
fiatuie^ one of whony m jnpsi qf fix ieet two todie% 
COoMMhiotfelfthe lsftaiidlesftof jdheiev^ sdding, in 
the true fpint oi party, that £uch men were not born fmce 
she Revolution. Under the Tory adounidration of the 
^la^yemof 9001^X11116(1710^1714) Mr. £dwai4 
Gibbon was appointid 4iie ef dM Coaitniff eners of the 

Cuiloms ; he fat at that Board wiih Prior : but the merchant 
was better qualified for his ilatioii than the poet ; fince Lord 
jBolip^roke bss been heard fo d^ar^ that he had never 
iconverfed widi s man, who more dearly underftood the 
commerce and finances of England, In the vear 1716 he 
was eieded one of the Dire£kors of the South Sea Coo)|M^ 
fsji and hi»hooics exhyrited the prpqf ths^ bcftie his ec. 

o^ptsuoe 
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^ every fubjed to be beard by Uf couniel at die bar : they 
prayed tD be beaid ; their prayer was reMed ; andtheirop* 

fM'eilbrfS required no evidence, would liften to no de* 
IciiLc. It had been at firft propoftd thai onc-cighth of their 
rv(^rS\\ve cflates £boiild be aUowcd for the future fupport of 
theOiredorsi bat It m$ IJiecioitfly urgedi thatmthevari* 
«iit fliadet of Ofwlence and guilt fuch an unequal proporttoii 
woukJ i>etoo light for many, and for fome might poliibly be 
too heavy. 1 he chani£ler and condu^ of each man were 
Separately iveigbedi but^ iitftead of the calm feleiiiiiityof a 
iwfictal hiqdry} the fortune and honour of three and thirty 
EngiidHiicn were made tiie ivpic i^' hafly convcrfiition, the 
^lort of a lawlelii majority) and the bafeft member of the 
ranoiittB^ by aiitalicioipa.wordorafileiit vote^ mi^fm it^ 
ihilge his gtneral fpleen or peribnal atiimofity. Injury waa 
Siggravaud b) iniuli, and infult was cmbittcrul by \>\'. JdnUy, 
AUowaacea twenty pouod^ or one fhilling) were face* 
liOBfly moved. A irag^e report that' a Diredor had i9r«* 
« marly been oonoertied in mmdmr proje^l, by whidi feme va- 
le nown jicrfons had loft their moiiLy, was adnur; d :is a 
firoofof hii adiual guilt. One man was ruined bccauie he 
ted dropped a foolifli ^Mech, that hit bor&a ihould iuA 
upon gold \ aaother becaufe he wat grown ib proud) tha^ 

one day at the I rc iluiy, he iiad rcfufcd a c.vil anfwer to 
perfons nr.uch above him. Aii were condemiicd| abfientand 
imhaaidi in arbitrary fines and tbrfetturef^ whkh ftrept 
OTty the greateft part of their fubftance. Such boM op-> 
prefMon can fcarccly be fliicldcd by the omnipotence of par- 
iiament ; and yet it may be ferioufly ^ueftioned, whether the 
Judget of the South SeaDire^ors were the true and 
-reprdentatim of their country. The firft parliament of 
■Cjcorge the Firft had been chufen (1715^ for three years: 
the term had elapfed, their truft was expired ; and the four 
additional years (lytS-^-iyaa}^ during which they amti- 
mied 10 fit, fpere derived not from the people, bat firom 
thcmfelves ; from the (Irong mcafure of the fcptennial bill^ 
-lirbicb can only be paraUded by // jcrar di cenfigiis of the 

Venetian 
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Veaetiaft hiftcMj. Yet candour wiUoim tihtt talk iuMr 

parliament every Englifhman is deeply indebted : the fep«» 
teanial adl, fo vicious in its ongin^ has been iandtioned by 
tiinie» expgrience, and the national Conieiit. Itf.firft opto* 
ration fecttc^ the Houfe of Haiiover on the thmne^ and icft 
permanent influence maintains the peace and flabiht) of 
government. As ofteh as a repeal has been moved m the 
Hmk of Cotomoxu^ I hinre given ja it* defence a cietf 
and confekntieiii vefit. 

My grandfather coUldnotej^pe^l to be treated U ith more 
lenity than his companions. His Tory principles and con* 
neSlon^ rendered him €teoiidufrt«»iha,mU|^ powers: hie 
name is reported in a fu((;iicioiisteret » andhU.^alWknowa 
abilities could rtot plead the excufe of ignorance or tr;or* 
In the Erfi proceedings againil the South Sea Dire4^or% ^ 
Mr. Gibbon is olie of the jew vrbot^reutaiiot^qiftodyi 
juid, in the iin^llehteocei the:nearMre of bis fine prodaims 
him eminently guilty. Thetot^ eftimate which he deliver- 
ed on oath to the Hovifc of Commons amounted to one hun- 
dred and fix .thoufimd.fire hundred and forty-tbr^ founds 
five fliillings end . fix pence$ ejiclufive of antecedont fetdei- 
ments* IWo different allowances of fifteen and of ten 
thouiand pounds were moved for Mr. Gibbon ) but, bn the 
^neftion being ptnCt it was carried withput a divifion for^th^ 
finaller finn. On tbe(e nvnt, with the (kill and credit, 
which parliament had not been able to defpoil hini, my 
grandfather at a mature age erei^ed the edifice of a new for- 
tune: the labours of itxteen years were amply rewarded>; 
and I hive rea(bif to believe that the iecond ftrudure was 
not much interior to the firflt. He had realized a very con- 
fiderable property in Su&X} .Haippfhire, Buckinghamihtrey 
and the -N fw River Ccmfteof ; and had acquired a fpadous 
houie*, with gardens and- lasd^ at Putney, in Surr^> 
where he rcfuicd in decent hofpitality. He died in Decem- 
ber 1736, at ihe age of kveaty» and by bis iafl willy mt 

* Since inhabited by^Mr. Woocl« Sir John Slielly, the Duke of Noribllt^ 
&c S. * *• ^ • ♦ 
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^txpmotti BdwMfd^ hit cdyfm, {iM^wks^mmU 
9fi hb ^ nek peiMHy neondled^) enrileitoi hri bmi 

dauL^hters, Catherine and Hefter. The former became rh<t 
wife of Mr* Edward EUifton, an £aft India captaiA : dleif 
iMigluev awl lieirafc Oithttine «ri» MrHtd ia the year 1756 
to tAmM EKoC( efip (oofr bord Elioc)^ of Piit Eliot| 

In the county of Cornwall ; and their three fons are my 
heared male relations da the father^s iide. A life of dc vo^. 
tion andceliiMCf was choiceof mffum^ MrwHdte 
CMI^dfii 4rh(s at di« age «if eighty-five, fHU itMes in a 
hermitage at Ciiffe^ in Northamptonfllire ; having lon^ fur* 
vived ket ^inttuil finde and fiuthM •conpaaion Mr.. WiU 
Kam ibnrt whoi al^ailMaoeil age^ dbuut 4m year iy6x^ 
lit her houfe. In our family he had M the reputatioa 
of a worthy and pious man, who believed all that he pro- 
feffedi and pra^lkifed ail Itot he etijoined. I'he charadtei of 
ft tidi^flroffi %liieh he maiaiviied taihe lafti it a fuftdent 
tv^nce of hts principles in chtirdi aAd Ihrte i and ^e €^ 
crifice of hitereft to confcience will be alw^iys rcipcctable* 
His (heologicai wHtings^ which our domef^ic connedioa 
lias tempted atie to penrfe^ f^tktftmimpnMtiomiifh^e^ 
mni I can pronoiince vMk inare e owM e n cf and kn owl e dga 

on the merits of the author. His laft con^pofitions are dark- 
ly tin^itred by the incomprehenfible vifiom of Jacob Beh- 
«en ) and his difcourfe on the ahfekiie unkwMneft «f 
lli^;e«*eiitertainments is fomettmes c^uoted Ibr a ridioaloue hn^ 
temperance of fentiment and language,— The a^lors and 

fpec^ators muft ail be damned : the plajhoufe is the porch • 
«ofHeU, eie|daeeortheDevrsahode, «hei« ht lioUa 
"^llfslHthy court of evil Spirits: a play Is the De9iP« tri^ 
• un^ph, a facrificc performed to his glory, as much as in 
^ Che heathen temples of Bacchus or VenuSy &c. 6k." 
BatlhefefalUesof nligkMsphrenfy asuftaotesttingiuA 
-praSTe, which is dae to Mr. William Law as a wit and a 
^ Scholar. His argument on topics of lefs abfurdity is fpeci^ 
ous aiod acute, his manner is lively, his ftyle forcible and 
cleari and) had not his vigorous mind beta doiade^ by eo« 

fhuiiafiDr 
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tlMBm^ ht ^fgtlt imfeed wkii the moft agreeable anl 
ingenious writers of the times.' While the Bangorian con- 
troverfy was a faihionabie thcBi^ heeiitier^ tfaeiiftsonllil^ 
Mijoft of OhrilPl IcingAani^ tnd the auVborfCjr of di^ 
^iefthood; againft the plain account of the fecramentof 
the Lord's Slipper he rcfiimed the combat with Bifhop 
HoiiBejf, the ^edt of Whig idbhitry^ aad Tory abhork 

jttfory on the ground which is common to both, approved 
himfelf at lea^^ equal to the prelate. On the appearance ot' 
the Fihh of theBees^ Ik irew hb pcii tg«bft the licenti^ 
Ml Mftrlfie that prtvatb ttces are puMc benelitt, and mo^ 
yality as well as religion m^ft join m his applaufe. Mr- 
Law's mafter<^orky the Serious Cai^ is iliH read as a po^ 
paizT and powerlbl book of dev o t i on* Ifia pmepts are 
Tigidf but diejr are fbuiided «n thv gofpdlr his 6tire h 
flsarpy but it is draw^ from the Icnowledge of human life ; 
and many of his portraits are not itnworthy of the pen of 
LftBrnyere* if he ^ndk a fj^rlc -di fkty in Ma reider'* 
mind, ht wiH Aon UmBe it to a flamer and a-fihaofophei^ 
ifiuft allow that he expofcs, with equal feverity and truth, 
tile ftrange contradidtion between the faith and pradtke of 
the0ir^tianvorld» Under the oamea «f Fhnrja aiid*MU 
nnda lie has ailiitnibly defbibed ny two aimt»^ho he^ 

then and the ch rift ian lifter. 

My ^er, £dwai:d Gibbon^ was borji m October ijoj i 
at tlie age thiiteen covkft icatedy M ifaat he ifntt 
dBtiheritedbyaAof fartbMMir^ afid, «she alMieal ^ 
'wards manhood, new profpc£h of fortone opened tO^'IA 
view. A parent is moft attentive to fuppiy 'm his chiidren 
tbe ikfidendes, of whtehht istioflirioiis in himfelf: my 
^grandbthei^iuiowkdge was derived 4iraMi « fttong itndem 
iftanding, and the experience of the ways of irten ; b«t mf 
father enjoyed the benefits of a liberal education as a (cho- 
iar and 'a g^idetnan. At Weilminibr Sdtoci^ ^md^ttm- 
iMfdta|£manael College m Cambridge, he fiaMAiMgh 
A regular courfe of academical dtfdpline and the care #f 



his learning and morals wa$ cntruikd. to his prilFate tutors 
tho iiaie Mr. WiUim Liiw. Bm tbe Quid a fiuot it 
above Off bdowUitpreftntirorUi and wttk the pupil prot 
ceeded on his travels, the tutor remained at Puu;cy, the 
much-honoured fr lead and fpirltual director of the whoie 
futiily. My Either rdidcd km timaat Am toaoqaiia dMi 
ftUonabk fxeicifes » iad*at Im tetnpa' was wirm tfldfefc 

cia], he indulged in thofe pleafures, for which the ftridtncfs 
of his iui iiier education had given him a kjeeoer reliib. He 
aftei wards vifittdiii?endpioviiioee of Fianoes but hie eft* 
fut&oas weie oeitfacr l^of nor m^otri and the teider 
knowledge, whkh he h^ gained Of the French language^ 
was gradually obHteratcd. His pafiage through Bcfan^on 
hmuiuUhy a iingulajr confequence in the chain human 
events* la a tlammiiiiii iUoefii Mr* (crihboD vias iwrndnti 
ai hti own r^ueil, by one of hie fcinfinen of the mine of 
A^^on, the yuuiiL^cr bioLhcr of a younger brother^ who had 
a|)(died himfelf to the iludy of phylic. During tiie ilow re<* 
coveijrof hiepaticott the pbificiui hinfelf wu attacked hf 
thenmladfof kwe: he'tnarried hit aiiftffel% ffenounced hta 
country and religion, fettled at Bcfan^on, and bn\invj ihc 
£tther three fons the ckkft of whom. General A^ioa^ 
it CDtt^cuoua in Euiopa u the prinryal Minifler of tiM 
King of the Two Siciiiet* an uade whom another 
fliokc of fortune had tianrplaiUcJ to Leghorn, he was edu- 
cated in the naval fervice of the ^tnperor ; and his valour , 
and condufi m the com i Dand of the Tufcan liigates fto^ 

my 

father's return to Endand he w^a chofcn, jm the frencra,! 
eledionof I734» to ififve in pacliaflnent tor thje borough of 
Petenfieldf a burc^e femiie^ of which 1117 grandfiithar 
folMVit a weighty lian^ tin he alienated (t know not why) 

lucii important property. In the oppofition to Sir Robert 
.Walpole and the Peihams, prejudice and fociety cooneded 
^imwith tfaoTofieir--AiallIiayJ[acohtt«if or; atthqr 
jwmm phafed to ftyle themfelvesii the ooontry gentlemen j 
'Hfii^.ihaa he ^vc many a votej^ with them he drank many 

abotUe. 
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a bottle. Without acquiring the fame of an orator or a 
Hawfiwa^ s beeAgerly joined in the great oppofitioni whicb»^ 
after tifcffefi'^ears chafe; hunted down Sir Robert Wal- 

pole: and in the purfuit of an unpopular miniftcr, he gra« 
lifted a private revenge againfl: the oppreilor of his family in 
the Somb Soa perfection* 

1 waa tarnrat Putney, in the county of Surry, the 27th 
of April, O. S. in the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
thirtyoieven ; the firft child of the marriage of Edward 
GiUboOt and of Judith Porten*. My lot might |)aye 
heen tliaeof a Have, a favage, or a peafant; nor can I re- 
fledt without pleafu re on the bounty of Nature, which cart: 
my birth in a free and civilized country, in an age of fci-* 
enoi and phiiofiophyi ' tn a fontly of honourable rank, and 
decen^ endowed with the gifts of fortune. From my 
birth I have enjoyed the right of primogeniture; but I was 
fuccecdcd by five brothers and one fifter, all of whom were 
iiMiGbed wmy in their infancy* My five brothers, whofe 
nama flaay be found in the parifli regiderof Putney, I (hall 
not pretend to lament : but from my childhood to the prefent 
hour i have deeply and fincercly regretted my iiAer, whofe 
life* ffm fiimewhat prolonged, and whom I remember to 
ha«#|eaft«0 anMile hifant. The relation of. a brother and 
a lifter, eri>eciall y if they do not marry, appears to me of a • 
very fingular.natuK^. It is a familiar and tender friuadfhip 
widia ftmak,* much about our own^age; an affedion per- 
haps AlM^-by the fecret influence of fex, but pure from 
iny mixture of fenfual defire, the fole fpecies of Platonic 
iovc that can be indulged with truth, and without danger. 

^ h C At 

• The union to which 1 owe my Wrth^ was a marriage of inclination and 
eftcem. Mr. James Porten, g^nncTcTiant of tibtidoo,^ rcfidcd with l\is family 
»: Putney, in a houfc adjoinffig to the bridge and church-yard, where 1 have 
talTcdmany happy lj^»c»l my childhood. He left one fon (the late Sir 
• Stanier Porten) and t^fSy daughters : Catherine, wlio prefcrvcd her maiden 
taaoct tnd of whom 1 ihall hereafter fpeak i another daughter married Mr. 
Darrd of Richmond, and left two fons, Edward and Robert : the Yoaitt;cft^ 
9i tte Itofe diWt w«u Judith^ cny mother* . * 
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At tbe gf^neral eleiftion of 1741, Mr. Gibbon tnd Mrv 

D^liiic ftood an cxpenfive and iucccfsful contcil at South- 
umpcon, againft Mr. Dummer and Mr. Heuly) afterwards 
tiord Chancdlor and Earl of Northington* The Whig 
Candidates had a majority of die refidem voters; but the 
corporation was- fivm in the Tory intL'icit: a fuddcii crea- 
tion of one hundred and ievency new freemen turned the 
icale $ and a fupply wsus readily obtained of reipedable vo- 
kinteerS) -vfho flocked from all parts of England to fuppore 
ihc cdiiic ot thai political friends. The new parliament 
Qpcncd with the vidlory of an oppoiitiony which was forti* 
Bed by ftrotig damour ^d ftrange coaliticfis* From the 
^vcntof the firitdivirions. Sir Robert Walpole peicetved 
that he could no longer lead a majority in die Houfc of 
Commons, and prudently refigned (after a dominion of one 
^nd twenty years) the guidance o£ the flate (1742). But 
the fall of an unpopular minifter was not fucceeded, accoffd<A 
ing to general cxpc£lation, by a millenium of happinefs and 
virtue : Tome courtiers loil their piaceSj fome patriots loit 
their charaders, Lord Orlbrd's offences vaniflied with his 
power and afier a ihort vibrationy the Pelham government 
.was fixed on the old bafis of the Whig ariftocracy. In the 
year 1745, the throne and the conflitution were attacked by 
a rebellion^ which does not refh£t much honour on the na- 
tional fymt: fince the EngUfli friends of the Pretender 
wanted courage to join his ilandard, and his enemies (tho 
bulic of the people) allowed him to advance into the heart of 
the kingdom. Without daring, perhaps without defirii^ 
to aid the rehei% my fiither invariably adhered to the Tory 
o^fition. In the m<^ crithad feafbn he accepted, &>r the 
fervice of the party, the office of alderman in the city of 
London : but the duties were fo repugnant to his inclinati- 
on amtbahitiy thal.lifrrefignjs4his gown at the«ndof a few 
months. The fecond parliament in which he fat was pre- 
niaturcly diflblvcd ( 1747) ' ^ind as he was unable or unwd- 
ling to maintain a fecond conteft for Southampton, the life 
of the fenaloir expired in thai difiolutian. 

The 
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The death of a new*bora child before that of itsparmOl 
tnay fcera an annatimly but it isftriAIy a probable^ event: 

fince4>f any given number the greater part are extingiiiOicd 
before their ninth year, before they poffcis the faculties of 
the mind or bodj^ Without accufing the profiife wafte or 
imperiaSI woticmanfliip of Nature^ I idiall only obftrve^ 
that dits tinfavourable chance was multiplied againft my in- 
fent exiftence. So feeble was my coniiitution, fo precari- 
ous my iifw*, that, in the baptlfm of each of my brothers^ 
Mf iatber*s prudence fucceffivelf repeated my chriftfan ftlune 
t)f Edward, that, in cafe of the departure of the cideft fon, 
this patronymick appellation might be i^ill perpetuated in 
the fomiij* 

fa ... Uno aVulio nan deficit alter* 

To preferve and to rear fo frail a being, the moft tender 
ailiduity was Tcarcely fufficientj and my mother's attention 
ms (ooMtwhit diverted by her frequent pregnancies, by an 
cxclif five paffion for her huihand^ and by the diffipation of 
Ae Wotld, HI which his tafte and authority obliged her to 
mingle. But the maternal ofRce was fupplied by my aunt, 
Mrs. Catherine Porten 1 at whofe name I feel a tear of 
gratitude trickling down my dieelc* A life of celibacy trans- 
ferred hier vacant afle6iion to her fifter's firft child : tnf 
weaknefs excited her pity; her attachment was fonificd by 
labour and fuccefs : and if there be any^ as X truft there are 
fMncy who rejoice that I live, to that dear anfd exceSent 
woman they muft hold themlelves Indebted* Many anxious 
and I'oiitary days did flic confume in the patient trial of evei y 
node of relief and amufement. Many wakeful nights did 
Ibe' fit by my bed-fide in trembling expedbition that each 
htmr wotddbe my laft. Of the various and frequent dif- 
orders of my childhood my own recollection is dark ; nor do 
i wifli to expatiate on fo difgufting a topic. Suifice it to 
fi^9 Aat while every praditioner, from Sloane and Ward 
todie Chevalier Taylor, was fucceffively fummoned to tor* 
ture or relieve me, the care of my mind was too frequently 
oegie^tedfor thatof my health : coitipaifion always iiiggefted 

C 2 an 
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an cxcufe for the indulgence of the maftcr, or the idicncfj; 
of the pupil i and the chain of my e4ucation was broken^ 
as 6ften as I was recalled from the fchool of learmng to the 
bed of ficlcncfs. 

As loon as the ufe of fpccch had prepared my infant ren* 
foil for the admiiiion of knowledge, I was caught the aru 
of readings writing, and arithmetie. So remote it the 
date, fo vague is the memory of their origin in myfclf, that^ 
were not the error corrcdcd by analogy, I Ihoiild He tempt- 
ed to conceive them as innate. In my chiklhood I was 
praifed fbr the readtne&y with which I could multiply and 
divide, by memory alone, two fums of feveral figures : fucb 
praife encouraged my growing talent; and had I pui levered 
in this line of application^ I night have ac<)uired iome tame 
ki mathemaiieatftudies. 

After this previous inftitution at home, or ata day-fchool 
at l^utncy, I was delivered at the age of fevcn into the hand* 
c6 Mr* John Kirkby, who exercifcd about eighteen months 
the office of ^ my domelHc tutor. His own words, which I 
ihall here tranfcribft infpire in his favour a fentiment of pity 
and cltecm,— " During my abode in my native county of 
Cumberland, in quality of an indigent curate, I ufed 
^ now-and^then in a Summer, when the pleaiantneft of the 
^ k^hn invited, to take a Iblitary walk to the fea^fhore, 
•* which lies ubr;ut two miles from the town where i lived. 
Here I would amule myfelf, one while in viewing at largf 
die agreeable profpeft which iurroundcd me, and another 
while (confining my fight to nearer objeds) in admiring 
• iliu v.iil variety of hi-autiful (hells, thrown upon the 
^ beach iome of the choice^ of which I always picked up| 
*^ to divert my little onea upon my return. One time 
^ among the refi, taking fiich a journey in my head, I fat 
(Juwii upon the declivity of the beach wuh mv face to u\c 
f^a, which was now con^c up within a few yards of my 
feet *, when immediately the fiad thoughts of the wretched 
^ condition of my family, and the unfucceisfulne£i oif all 
^ cnJeavoui^ to amend it, came crowding into my mind^ 

" which 
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which drove me into a deep metartcholy, and eir^ and smon 

forced tears from my eyes.**' Dii^refs at laft forced him 
to leave the country. His iearaing and virtue introduced 
him to my 'father'} and at Putney he might have found at 
leaft a temporary iheltert had not art idt of indtferetlon 
again driven him Into the world. One day reading prayers 
•in the parifli church, he moft uniucKily forg^ot the name of 
jCing> George : his patron, a loyai fubjed, difmified him 
with fome relu^bmce) and a decent reward i and imu the 
poor man ended his days I have never heen able to learn. 
Mr. John Kirkby is the author oF two Tmall volumes; the 
Life ot AucomatheS;(London, 1745), and an Enghih and 
Xatin Grammar '(London, J746)i which, asateftimony 
gratitude, he dedicated (November 5th, 1745) to my 
•fatlier. The bo( ks are bufore me : from them the pupil 
may judge the preceptor ,i ^ui, upon the whole, his judg- * 
•ment will not -he unfovourahle. The grammar is executed 
with accuracy and /kill, and t know not whether any better 
exifled at the time in our language : but the life of Auto* 
mathes afpircs to the honours of a phiioibphical E^ion. It 
it the ftory of a youth, the fon of a ihipwrecked exile, 
who lives alone on a defert ifiand from infancy to the agie of 
manhood. A hind is his iiurfe ; he inherits a cottage, with 
many uiefui and curious iniiruments ; fume i^deas remain of 
.the education of his two firft years ; 'fome arts arc borrowed 
^mn the beavers of a neighbouring lake; fome truths are 
revealed in fiJ[:)crnatur^il vliions. With ihclc helps, and his 
own induftry, Automathes becomes a klf-taught though 
^icechlefs' philofopher, who had inveftigated with fuccefs 
his own mind, the natural world, the abftrad fctences, and 
the great principles of morality and religion. The author 
is not entitled to the merit of invention, fmce he has blend- . 
cd tbe£ogiifli ftory of Robinfon Crufoe with the Arabian 
raimmceof Hat £bn Yokhdan, which he might have read 
in the Latin vcrfion of Pocock. In the Automathes I can- 
not praife either the depth of though^ or elegance of flylcj 
hut the book is not devoid of entier.tainment or inftru^toh s 

and 
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and woni; icvcral intereiling pailages, I wcmM iclct^ the 

^iiipovary of firet which produces hy accidental mtibhkf the 
difcovery of corUcience. A man who hsd thought fo mufch 

on the rubje6h of language .ind education was (m f]y no or- 
^iwy preceptor : my childi(h years, and his hafty depar- 
turCf prevented me from enjoying the full benefit of hit lef^*- 
foni I but they enlarged my knowledge of arithmetie^ and 

left Die a ckar inipicOion ot the ii.u^li(h aiid Latin rudi* 

ments. 

In my ninth year (January 1746), in ii lucid interval of 
'Comparative healthf my father adopted the convenient and 

cultom.iry mode of Knglifti education ; aiul I was fent to 
JCingdon upon Thatnes, to a fchool of about fevenry boyi^ 
which WM kept by Dr. Wooddefon and hii adiftantf* £very 
time I have fince pafled over Putney Common, I have al-' 
ways noticed the fpot where my nK)ther, as we drove along 
in the coachi admoniQied me that I was now going into the 
world) and muft learn to think and aA £or myfelf. The 
exprcfion may appear ludicrous 1 yet there is not, in the 
cour.fe of life, a more remarkable change than the removal 
of a child from the luxury and freedom ot a wealthy houitf^ 
to the frugal diet and Arid fubordination of a fcbool | from 
the tendernefs of parents^ and the obfequioufneft of fer* 
vants, to the rude familiarity of his equals, the infolcnt ty- 
ranny of hi& ienior^, and the rod, perhaps, of a cruel and 
capricious pedagogue. Such hardfliips may fteel the mind 
and body againft the injuries of fortune i but my timid re* 
fervc was aftoniflied by the crowd and tumult of the fchool ; 
the want of iliength and activity difqualifud mc (or the 
fports of the play-field 1 nor have I forgotten how often in 
ihe year forty*fix I was reviled and bufFetted for the fins of 
my Tory anceftort. By the common methods of difcipline^ 
at the expcnce of many tears and fome blood, I purchased 
the knowledge of the Latin fyntax; and not long ftnce I 
was pofleffed of the dirty volumes of Phadrus and Corne* 
lius Nepos, which I painfully conftrued and darkly under* 
iioQil. The choice of thefe authors is not injudicious, f he 



Digitized by Google 



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 13 

of Cornelius Nepos» the friend of Atticus ;;nd Cicero^ 
arc €OOIPo£mI in the ftyic of the pureft age : his funplicity it 
dcganl» his brevity copious : he exhibits a feries of men 

and manners ; and with fuch illuftrations, as every pedant 
is not indeed qualified to give, this clafTic biographer nuy 
initiate a young fludeot in the hiflory of Greece and Rome. 
The lAof fiibles or apologues has been approved in every 
age from antient India to modem Europe. They convey in 
^niiliar images the truths of morality and prudence; and 
the mod childiili underlianding (I advert to the fcruples of 
Xonflbau) wiii not fuppofe either that beafts 4$ fpealc, or 
that men tm^ lie. A- table reprefents the genuine diaraders * 
of animals ; and a fkilful mailer might cxtra£^ from Pliny 
and BuiFon fomc pleafing lefTons of natural hillory^ a fci- 
senoe well adapted to the tafte and capacity of children. The 
lAtinty of Phaedrus is not exempt from an alloy of the 
Yilverage; but his manner is concifc, terfe, and fententi- 
ous: theThracian (lave -difcreetly breathes the fpint qf a , 
fieeman; and when thetext is^oundt tbeftyle is perfpi- 
)eodns. But his fables, afl^ a long oblivion^ were ^rft 

publiflied by Peter Pithou, from a corrupt manuicnpt. 
The labours of fifty editors contcTs the defe<^ts of the copy 
30 well as the value of the original i and the fchool-boy 
may have been whipt for miiapprehending a paflage, wbidi 
Bentley could not redore, and which Burman could not 
explain. 

My ftudies were coo frequently interrupted by ficiuieis ; 
and after a real or nominal refidence at Kingfton-(chool of 

near two years, I was fnially recalled (Dceeinber 1747) by 
my mother's death, which was occafioned, in her thirty- 
eighth year, by the oonfequences of her laft labour. I was. 
'too yoong to feel the importance of my \q(s. ; and the image 
of her perfon and converfation is faintly imprinted in my 
memory. The affectionate heart of my aunt, Catherine 
f orten, bewailed .a fifter and a frjend i but my poor father 
was inconfelable, and the . tranfport of grief feemed to 
thrcalcii his life ur his icuiun. 1 can never forget the fcene 

of 
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of oiir iirft tiitervi«w» feme weeks after the hxsd event ; the 
awful filence, the room hung with black, the mid-day ta« 

pcrs, bis fighs and tears ; his praifes of my mother, n faint 
in heaven;, his folemn adjuration that I would chenfh her 
memory and imitate her virtues i and the fervor with which 
he kitted and bleflexl me as the fdle furyiving pledge of their 
loves. The ftorm of paffion infeafibly ruhiidcd into Cihucr 
melancholy. At a convivial meeting of his friends, Mr, 
Gibbon might affed or enjoy a gleam of cheerfulnefs | but 
his plan of happinefs was for ever deftroyed : and after the 
lofs of his companion he was left alone in a w »:1J, of which 
the bufiue^ and pleafures were to him irkfome or iiifipid. 
After ibme unfuccefsful trials he renounced the tumult of 
London and the ho^itality of Putney, and buried liimfelf in 
the rural or rather niftic folitude of Buiiton i horn -wiu^iX^ 
during ieveral years, he feldom emerged. 

As ^r back as I can remember, the houfe, near Putney#» 
bridge and church-yard, of my maternal grandfather appears 
in the light of my proper and native home. It was there 
that I was allowed to fpend the greateil part of my tims^ is^ 
ficknefs or in health, during my fchool vacations and my 
parents' refidence in London, and finally after my mother's 
dcaLli. Three months after that event, in the fpring of 
174$, the commercial ruin of her father, Mr. James For- 
ten, was accomplifhed s^nd declared. He fuddenly abicond- 
edr but as his efledls were not fold, nor the houfe evacuated^ 
till the Chriflmas following, I enjoyed during the whole 
year the fociety of my aunt, without much confcioufncfs of 
her impending fiite, I feel a melancholy pleafure in repeat* 
Ing my obligations to that excellent woman, Mrs. Cathe- 
rine Porten, the true mother of my mind as well as o» niy 
health. Her natural good fciife was improved by the pc« 
rufalof the he& bool^s in the Englifh language i and if her 
reafon was fomettmes clouded by prejudice, her lentiments 
were never difguifed by hypocrify or afFe^lation. Hci in- 
dulgent tenderncfs, the franknefs of her temper, and my 
innate rifing curiofity, foon removed ail diftance between 

us: 
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ns : like fiiends of an equal age, we freely convcrfcd on 
every (opic> familiar or abftrufei and it was her delight and 
reward to obferve the iirft ihoots of my young ideas. Pain 
aiid languor vveie oUen foothed by the voice of inliruc^ioii 
and amufcment ; and to her kind leilbns I afcribc my eariy 
and ifivincible love of reading) which I would not exchange 
ibr the treafores of India. I Ihould perhaps be aftonifliedy 
poflible to afccrtain chc diitc, at which a favourite 
tale was exigraved, by frequent rcpctiiion, in my memory: 
ifae Cavern of the Winds i the Palace of Felicity ; and the 
filial mometit, at the end of three months or centuries, when 
Prince Adolphus is overtaken by Time, who had worn out 
fo many pair of wings in the purfuit. Before I left King- 
ton fchool I was well acquainted with Pope's Homer and 
the Arabian Nights Entertainments, two books which wiM 
always pleafe by the moving pidhire of human manners and 
fpecious nin icles: nor was I then capable of difcerning that 
Pape'$ tranilatton is a portrait endowed with every merits 
excepting that of likeneft to the original. The verfes of 
Piope acouftomed my ear to the found of Poetic harmony : 
in the death of Hciftoi, and the ihipwrcck of Ulyfles, I 
tafted the new emotions of terror and pity ; and feriouily 
difpttted with my aunt on the vices and virtues of the henxi 
of die Trcjan war. From Pope's Homer to Dryden*s Vir- 
gil "was an eafy tiaiifition; but I kiiow not how, from feme 
iaull in the author, the trandator, or th& reader, the pious 
MiMBBB did not ib forcibly feise on my imagination i and I. 
derived more pleafure firom Ovid's Metamorphofes, efpeci- 
ally in the fall of Phseton, and the fpeeches of Ajax and 
Ulyiles. My grandfather's ilighc unlocked the door of a 
tolerable library i and I turned over many Englifli pages of 
poetry and romance,* of htftory and travels. Where a title 

actractcil mv eye, without fear or awe I i'lKitcheLi the vohiine 
iiom the ihclf ; and Mrs, Porten, who indulged herieif in 
mocM 2nd religious fpeculations, was more prone to encou* 
rage than to check a curtofit^ abov^ th^ ftrength of a boy. 

This 
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Thjs year (1748), the twelfth of my age, I (hall note as the 
« tnoft propitious to the growth of my intelledual ftature. 
' The relics of 017 gnndMier's fortune afforded a bare an* 
fiuity for his own mamteQance; and his daughter, my wor- 
th)- aunt, who had ah eady pafTed her fortieth year, was left 
de^itute. Her noble fjiurit fcorned a life of obligation and 
dependence ; and after revolying ieveral fcheeaesy flie pre- 
Served Ae humble tnduftry of keeping a boarding-houle for 
Weftminfter-fchooi*, where (he laborioufly earned a com-- 
petence for her old age. This fingular opportunity ol 
Wending the advantages of private and public educadon de** 
cided my father. After the Chriftmas holidays in January 
1/49, I accompanied Mrs. Porten to her new houfe ia Col- 
lege-llrcet ; and was immediately entered m the Ichool, of 
Dr. John NicoU was at that time head>niafter* At 
firft I was 'alone: but my aunt's refolution was praiM^ 
her chara£ler was efteemed ; her friends were numerous 
and aiSbive: in the courfe of fome years £he became the mo- 
ther of forty or fikj boys, for the moft part of family and 
fortune ; and as her primitive habitation was too narrow^ flie 
built a;id occupied a fpacious manfion in Dean's Yard. I 
ihail always be ready to join in the common opauoD, that 
our public fohools, which have produced fo many eminent 
charaders, are the b^ adapted to the genius and conftitutioil 
of the Englifh p jople. A boy of fpirit may acquire a pre- 
vious and practical experience of the world; and his play- 
feliows may be the future friends of his heart or his intereft* 
in a free mtenxMirfe with his equals, the habits of tnitis 
fortitude, and prudence will infenfibly be matured. Birth 
and riches are meafured by the flandard of perfonal merit ^ 
and the mimic foene of a rebellion has displayed, in their true 
colours, the minifters and patriots of the rifing generation* 
Our feminarics of learning do not exu&ly correfpond with 
the precept of a Sj|)artan kmg, that the child ihould be in- 

"^ilruaed 

• It is fald in the famify, that {he was principally induced to this undertak- 
ing by her affcaion for her nep!ievv, wbofe weak cooiUtution rcquimi her COO- 
ibot and unrcinttted attenUoa. S. , 
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owdiodt of bathing and pmping. FromBathl WIS trwii* 
jiQited to Wincbsfter, totfaehonfeofa phyfidsn; andsfter 

the failure of his medical fkill, we had again recourfe to the 
virtues of tlie Bath waters. During che intervals of thefe 
£U| I moved with my father to Bturium and Putney} and a 
fiuMTt luiiuccefs/ul tpsl was attmpted to renew my attend* 
anoe at Weftminiler-rchool. But my infirmities could not 
be reconciled with the hours and difctpliae of a public femi- 
jmy-f and inftead of a doroeftic tutori who might have 
waitcfaad the (avouiable momently and gendy advanced the 
progreis of my learning, my fidier was too eafUy content 

with fuch occafional teachers, as the Jirierefit places of my 
i:eiidence could fupply. I was never forced, and feldom was 
I perfuadedy to admit thefe iefibns: yet I read with a der- 
gyman at Bath ibroe odes of Horace, and femal eptibdes of 

Vifgil, which frave idl- an tnipcrfe£l and tranficnt enjoyment 
of the Latin poets. It might now be apprehended that I 
IMli cohtinue Ibr life an illiterate cripple : but^ as I ap- 
l^roached my fixteendi year, Nature difplayed in my ^voor 
her myftericus ciicrgK^s; my conttitutioii was foi titicd and 
' £xed ; and my dilbrdcrs, inftead of growing with my growth 
and ftrengthentng with my ftrengchi aMft wondeHuIIy v»- 
niflied. I have never poflbSed or abufed the tnibleiicc of 
health : but fince that time few perfons have been more 
exempt from real or imaginary ills ; and, till I am admo* 
nifhed by the goutt the reader will no more be troubled 
with the hiflory of my bodily complaints. MyunexpcAed 
recovery again encouraged die hope, of my education ; and 
I wgs placed at K{her, in Surry, in the houfe of the Reve- 
fend Mr. Philip Francis, in a pleaiaut ip 't, which promifed 
to unite the variotts benefits of air, exeicife, and ibidy ( Ja<p 
nuary 1752). The tranflator of Horace might have taught 
me to relifh the Latin poets, had not my ff icnds difcovercd 
in a lew weeks, that he preferred the plealures of LotidAin^ 
to the inftrodion <^ his pupils* . My Cither's perplexity at 
diis'time, rather tliao his prudence, was urged to embrace 
M fiiigulai and desperate meafurc. Without prcpaiauon or 

delay 
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delay he carried me to Oxford; and I was matncMated iia 
die univer^Qr as a gendeman coinnioner of Magdakn Ool« 

lege, before I had accompliihed the fifteenth year of my age 
(April 3, 1752)- 

The curioftty, which had been implafited in my in^int 
mind} wasilili aUve and adive 9 hut lily reaibn was not fiif-- 

fictendy informed to underftand the value, or to hunent the 
lofs, of tbree precious years from ray entrance at Weftmin- 
fter to my adoiiffion at Oxford. Iniksad of repining;' at my 
loag and frequent confinement to the chamber or itm conchy 
I lecretly r^oiced in thofe infirmities, which delivered me 
from the exercifes of the fchool, and the fociety of my equals. 
As often as I was tolerably exempt from danger and pain, 
readingy free defuitory reading, was die employment and 
comfort of my folitary hours. At Wcftminfter, my aunt 
fought only to amufe and indulge me; in my (lations at 
Bath and Wiixaeller, at Buriton and Putney, a falfecom- 
paffion refpe^edmyfufieringsi and I was allowed) without 
controul or adiricey to gratify die wanderings of an unripe 
ufte. My indifcriniinate appetite fubfided by degrees in the 
bift^ru line ; and fince philofophy has exploded all innate 
ideas and natural propenfities, I muft afcribe this choice to 
the affiduous pemial of the Univeria] Hiftory, as die odavo 
voluriics fiicccilively appeared. This unequal work, and a 
treatife of Hearne, the DuGqt bifioricusy referred and in- 
" troduccd me to the Greek and Roman hiiftorianS) to a^niaoy 
at leaft as were acceflible to an Englifh reader. All that t 
could find were greedily devoured, from Littlebury's lame 
Herodotus, and Spelman's valuable Xenophon, to the |>om- 
pous folios of Gordon's Tacitus, and a ragged Procoptus of 
the beginning of the laft century. The cheap acquifitioiv of 
la mucli knowledge confii iiicd lay diHikc to the ftudy of lan- 
guages ; and I argued with Mrs, Porte% that, were i mailer 
of Greek and Latini I muft interpret to myfelf in Englifli 
the thoughts of the original, and that fuch extemporary ver- 
iions muft be inferior to t!ie elaborate tranflations of profefled 
lichoWs y a iilly iophiiiDy which could not eahiy be confuted 

by 
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Vjr a peribn I'gnorint ©f wy otirer language tften hefr owru 
y rom the ancient I i ipcd ro the modern w:>rld : many crude 
himpi of Speedy K.3ptn, Mezeray, Daviia, Machiavd^ Fa* 
tfier Paul, Bower^ ttc. I devoured like fo nimy Novels ^ and 
i fmlkHinfd wMl the fiime voraeious appetite the defcrip'^ 

tbas of Iiui; 1 an J Cliina, of Mfxico and Peru. 
' My hfli introduction to the hiftoric fccnes, which have 
km engaged ib maiijr years of mjr life, muft bt afcribed to 
M aocMint* In the (bnifner of tJSh I tttiemipanied my 
father on a vifit to Mr. Hoare's, in Wiltflurc i but I was 
\efi delighted with the beaaties of Stourhead, than with dir*- 
cofcring in the library a coDHtton bockf the Conttnuation 
ef Ecliard*! Roman Hiftoryi nAntk it indeed executed wMi 
more (kill and taft-e than the previous work. To me the 
reigns of the fucciiiors of Conftantine were abi'olutely new ; 
and I was immerfed in the pafiage of the Oochs over the 
Danube, i»hen the fummons of the d!nner«beU rdufbiitly 
dragged me from my intelfc^al feaft* This tranfient 
glance ferved rather to irritate than to appcafc my curiofity ; 
and as loon at I returned to Bath I procured the fecond and 
ilrird volumes of Howell's VBAotf of the World, which ex- 
hibic die B^Mntine period on a larger feale. MiAomet and 
hiS Sflracens foon fixed mv ^itf^^fition ; and fonie inftindl of 
criticiim directed me to the genuine lources. Simon Ock- 
le]% an original in every fenli^ firft opened my eyes ; and I 
tm led ttom one book fo anodier, I had ranged round 

the circle of Oriental hi (lory. Before 1 was ftxtecn, I lud 
exhauiled all that could be learned in £ngUih ot the Arabs 
ind Perfians, the Tarivs end Turks ; and the fame ardour 
nrged meto guefii at the French of D^Herbelot, and to oon« 

ftrue the barbarous Latin of Pocock's Abuliui agius. Such 
vague and multifarious reading could not teach me to think, 
to vrrite, or to aft; and the only principle, that darted a tAf 
of light into the indtgefted diaos, wis an- early and ratiomd 
application to the order oi c iie and place. The maps of 
Cellarius and Wells imprmted in my mind the picture of 
indem g e o g m^y : from Stranchius I imbibed the dements 

of 
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of chronology : the Tables ol; Helvicus and Aoderionf the 
Annals of Uflier and PrideauXy diftinguiflied the oonnedioa 
of events^ and engraved the muldtude of names and dates m 

a clear and indelible fcrie?:. But in the dilcuilion of the firft 
ages I overleaped the bounds ot modedy and ufe. In mf 
childiih balance I prefumed to weigh the fyftems of Scaligw ^ 
and Petavius, of Marfliam and Newfon, which I couU lei-* 
doni iludy in the originals; and my flecp has been difturbed 
by the di&cultyof reconciling the Septuagint with the He* 
brew cooiputatton. I arrived at Oxford with aftock of eni^ 
ditioD) that might have puraled a dodor, and a degree of 
ignorance, of winch a fc iior>l -boy would have been aihamcd. 

At the concluiion of this ^\r^k period ot my life, I son 
tempted to enter a proteft againft the trite and kviih praitt 
of the happinefs of our boyifh yearS) which is echoed wMh 

lb much iiflcclatioii in the world; That happinefs I have 
never known, that tin^e I have never regretted i and were 
my poor aunt ftill aiiwei flie would bear teflimony to the 
early and conftant uniformity of my fentiments. It will in* 
deed be replied, that / am not a competent judge ; that plea- 
sure is incompatible with pain ; that joy is excluded from 
ficknefs $ and that the felicity of a fchooUboy coniifts in the - 
perpetual motion of thoughtiefs and playful agility^ in whteh 
I was never qualihed to excel. My name, it is moft true, 
could never be enrolled among the Sprightly race, the idle 
grogeny.of Eton or Weftminfter, 

" Who foremoil may delight to cleave, 
^ With pliant arm, the glaiiy wave, 
« Or urge the iying ball" 

. The poet may gaily defcribe the ihort hoursof recreations 
bet he forgets the daily tedious labours of the fchool, which 

is approached each inoi ning with anxious and reluctant fteps* 
A traveller, who vifits Oxford or Cambridge, is fur|irilijMl 
and edified by the apparent order and tnuiquilUty that pie* 
vail in the feats of the EnglifK mufes. In the mo^ celebrate 
. ed uiuverfitie& of Holland, Germany, and Italy, the ihi- 

dents. 
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dentS) who fwarm from different countries, are loofely di& 
peHedin private lodgings at the boufesof the burgherai^itejf 
drefs according to their fancy and fortune ; and in the lotem^ 

peratc quarrels of youth and wine, theirylt :' ./•> thougli Liu 
fi-equently than of old, are fomctimes Gained with^,fia^ 
Other's bloods The ufe of arms is baniihed from our Ec^- 
liih univerfities ; the uniform habit of the academics^ ^ 
fquare cap, and black: gown, is adapted to the civil and ey^n 
clerical profeiBon ; and from the dotSlor in divinity to the 
isnder-graduate, the degrees of learning and age are exl;|p* 
nalty diftingui(hed. Inftead of being fcattered in a toifn^ 
the ftudents of Oxford and Cambridge are united in col- 
leges ; their maintenance is provided at their own expence, 
or that of the foui\der$ ; and the ilatcd hours of the hall and 
dnpel repreient the difcipllne of a regular^ and, as it 
were, a religious community. The eyes of the traveller 
are attracted by the fize or beauty of the public edifices ; 
and the principal colleges appear to be fo many palaces^ 
which a liberal nation has ere^ed and endowed for the ha* 
bitation of fcience. My own introduflion to the univerfity 
of Oxford forms a new xra in niv life ^ and at the dillance 
of forty years I ftiil rcmcinber my iirit emotions of furprife 
and fatisfadiion* In my fifteenth year I felt myfelf fuddenly 
ratfed from a boy to a man : the pcr(bns, whom I refpeded 
as my fuperiors in a:^e and ac.idcmical rank, ciitei Laincd mc - 
with every marie of attention and civility ^ and my vanity 
was flattered by the velvet cap and (Ilk gown, which diftin- 
guifli a gendeman commoner from a plebeian ftudent. A 
decent allowance, mere money than a fchooi-boy had ever 
feen, was at my own difpofalj and I a*ight command, among 
the tradefmen of Oxford, an indefinite and dangerous lad- 
tude of credit. A key was delivered into my hands, which 
gave me the free ufjjof a numerous and learned library; my 
apartment conlilted of three elegant and well -fur nilbed 
looois in the new building, a irately pile, of Magdalen Col* 
lege ; and the adjacent walks, had they been frequented by 
Plato's difciplcs, mi^ht have bc^n compared to the Attic * 

flude 
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ftad€ on tl^ banks of the IlUTus. Such was the f&n prof-- 
pea ctf entrance (April 3, 1752} into the uniYcrfity oC 

A venerable prelate^, whofe taftc and erudition muft re- 
flet hongur on the iociety in which they were formed> has 
diawn a vtsy ioterefting piSure of his academical Itfe-r— 
^ I was educated (iays BiAop Lowdi) in die ONITWity 

OF Oxford. I enjoyed all the advantages^ both public 
^ and private, which that famous feat of learning To largely 
^ affD^ i fpenc nianf years in thai iUuftrioua teietyt in 

a VFelt-regidned conrie of ufeful dilcipline and ftodif<k 

** and in the agreeable and improving commerce of gentle- " 

men add of fcholars ; in a (ociety where emulation without 
^ onrjfv iuDbition without jftaloui^ omtenfioa without ani« 
^ mofity. Incited induftryi and awakened genius $ where a 
'5* liberal purfuit of knowledge^ and a genuine freedom of 
^ tlioitgh^ was raiiiedy encouraged, and puihed forward by 
^ exMple^ by <joiiuueiidetion^ and by authonty^ I breathe 
^ ed the fame acmolphere dmt the HookKka^* the Chil-* 
** LiNOWORTHSi and the Locked had breathed before; 

whofe benevolence and humanity were as exteniive aa 
^tbeur vaft gentos and comprefaenfive kttowled^l uriio 

always treated their adveriaries with civility and refped; 
" who made candour, moderation, and liberal judgment as 
^ mtich the rule and law as the (ubje6l of their diicourfe. 
^ Aad do you reproach me widi my education in diis place, 
^ mi with my relation to this moft refpe^able body, which 

I (hall always efteem my greateft advantage and my higheft 
^honour?** I tranfcribe with pleafure this eloquent pai- 
Agtf widiout eanmtniiig what benefits or what rewards 
were derived by Hooker^ or Chillingworth, or Locke, Irom 
their academical inflitution; without inquiring, whether in 
this angry controverfy the fpirit of Lowth himfelf is purified! 
from the intolerant zeal, which Warburton had afcribed'(a 
the genius of the place. It may indeied .be oU^rW^ thai 
the atmofphere of Oxford did not a^ce with Mr. Locke's 
eonftitutioo, and that the philofopher. jui^ly defpiied the aca- 
VoL.L^ ' ' D demicai 
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dimitri lHgot9> who eKpeUcd his perfon and con^mned hit 
principfes. The cxpreffion of gratitude is a virtue aivd » 
pieafure : a liberal tniiid will delight to cherifli «nd ceMiM 
tiM memory of its parents i and the tlndwrs ^ fcienee are 
<hc parents of the mind. I applaud the filial piety, which it 
it.iinpoftble for me to ioMMt ii iince I mud not conis^i an 
Um^aty 4^ Mmm Aa motk ci. t jjult on g e n ar na 
#etributiofK To the uniytrfity of Oseford / aabiowMge 
Ho obligation ;^ and (he will as chearfuily renounce me for a 
ion,* as I am wiUiag to di^iaim her for a niotker^ I fpenC 
S^urteen mbtM$ aft Magdale» College ; they proved the 
fourteen ti^oiMlis iKe mod idle and unprofitable my wliole' 
Hie: the reader will pronounce between the fchool and the 
fcholar ; but I cannot ifkSk to Mievo fks^ Nature had dif- 
^uallftcd me fer aU' litmry ^ftiits.* The fpettouft and 

' ready excii^ ofmy lender age, imperfe6^ preparatiorH* and 
hafty departure, may doubtlofs be alleged ; nor do I wiflj to 
defipaud (uck cxcuiU of thor proper weight.' Yet in^ my 
iiaiMiith year I imiM devoid of oaptoity or ipplkotton^ 
omi'my oliildiii rudtflig had difplayedan early ihoiig^ hind 
propenfity for books j and the (haJlow flood might have 
been taught to How la a deep channel and a dear iiream. 
In the difeiplHN of- m weU-conftitated acadennyi; andor At 
guidanoe of ffafllM and vigUant prbMIbfv,^ I ftould gradu« 
aliy have rifai from' traiiAadons to originals^- from the 

' lotio to tke Gceek da^s>. ^om dead knguages to liv- 
ing fciencet' oiy houra would have been oocupied bf vkfiH- 
-and agreeable ftudie«,» the wanderingt c£ fimcy woaM ha^ 
lieen retrained,, and I ihuuld have efcapcd the temptations 
ef idiciidii)*, whidi ^Aally predpitatied iny dq^ture Iroav 
Oaifords 

Perhapa tii^ a* fiyantte anK)tadoii> I may tobUy examine 

the fabulous and real antiquities of oui idler univerit* 
.ties^ a que^n whidi has kindled i'uch fierce and foolifli 
sdKpuM aamg their fanatic ftins.. In the mean while it 
ivM be j^nowledgedy that thele venerable bodies are ihf- 

■hi^kcndy old to partake of all tbc prejudicci» and infirmi- 

lics 
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ties of age. The (daooh of Oxford and Cambridge wei% 
ImiKkd ki » dark' age of €dfe^ and barbarous fcieiMfi 
and' ihfj are^ flfU. tam^ mih tfib vite of didr origin*- 

Their' primitive difcipline was adapted to the cciiicatiotif 
oi priei^s and in€>nkss and the goTerwacAt kill remaina^ 
10'^ bMlS' 0f -tiMt dergy,. aa cnrder of nieii wliofe aMk 
lam arfr msMj|e%fr^ the prdent worlds and '«i)iofe e^ltli^ 
are dasttsled by the light of philbfophy. Tfte* legal in-^ 
corporackm of thefe focieties, the charters of pope6 
TmA kkiffi had giMn them i mdnofidlf of tbe pabJie kk^ 
ibiidl'oin th^ fptrit of mbnopolHb is narrow^ key, 
rifid opj)reilive: their work is more coftly and Icfs pro- 
du^V9 than that of independent artiilsi and the new ihi- 
pfQVtntnis fo^gftriy griXpci^hyi the compedtiQa otfifte^' 
doM^ areitdUUttad ^it^tbrfld^ and iiiUoirjediiaadboir^Aor» 
proud corporations^ above die fear df a rival, and beJoW 
tbe confcifion of an erron We may fcarceiy hope that 
any refiomation witt be a voluntary B/St^ and fo deeply atfr 
^b&f, Riotoi in .lawiand prc^ndicQ chit even die omtiipdoeneO' 
of paflnment would (hftnkfroiiaaaiiiquiry' into the ftata and'' 
abuies of the two aniveruties. 

The ttie» of academical degr^es^, as old as the tbirteentli* 
totturjft la vifibly borrowed horn- the mecbantc corpo^- 
rattcma s in-^M an api^rendc^, ai^er ferving his tlnte^* 
obtains a tcftimoaial of hisf (kill, and a iicenfe to prac- 
tiiiB his. trade and myifteiy. It is not my defign to* de«'' 
ipecieie tbofe hpnomei. wbichi ooidd never gratify or dil^ 
appoint Ofiyf aiabifiiQnf and I Aould applaud the' inft{»' 
tution, if the degrees of batchelor or licentiate were be- 
Aowed as the reward of oiaidy and iuccefsful fhidy : if 
the name infd rank of dodor or mafter were- ftri^y re^^ 
fef p ed fMT th^ profefibrt of fcience^ who haVe ap|iroved 
ibcir title to the public efteem. • ' ' 

Ia ail the urn verities of Europe, excepting our* owii»- 
languages and icienees^ are' dtflhbated among* a- nn^ 
mmouM lift of effedive profeflbn: tbe fliidenti» accord-- 
li^ W ibek uiie, their callings and their diligence, apply^ 

D z ihemfelves 
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themfelvcs to the proper mafters; and in the annual rc^ 
petition of public and private le<^uresy thefe mailers are 
affiduoufly emplojed. Our curiofity may tnquiire what 
number of proMhh has ififtitated at Oidbtd i (for 
I iball now conHne myfelf to my awn tiniverfity;) by 
whoni are they appointed, and what may be the proba- 
ble chances of faerit or incapacity? how teany sire Ra- 
tioned to the tiiree Acuities, and how many aft left for 
ihi liberal arcs ? what H' dm form, und what thu; fub- 
itancej of their leffons ? But all thefe queftions are 
fiianced by one ihort snd fmgular anfwer, That in 
^ the wiiverfity of Oxford, the gireater part of the pub- 
^ lie profeflbrs hare for thele many years given itp al- 
together even the pretence of teaching*" Incredible 
ad the iaiSt may appear, I muft reft my belief dn the 
pofitive and iminrttal evidence bf a Inafter of mdfal ted 
political wiidont^ who had hmifetf r^fided at Oxford. Dr. 
Adatn Siniih afliign^ as the catlfc of their indolence, that, 
inftead of being paid by voluntary contributions, which 
*9^1d tirge dieni to li^cafe the number^ and to^ defefve 
the gratitude of their pupils^ the Oxford profoflbrs are 
feture in the enjoyment of a fixed Itipend, without the 
neceiiity of labour) or the apprehenfion of controul. It 
has Indeed been obferved^ nor is the obfervation abfurd^ 
that excepting in eiperii^iltal fdences) whidi demand a 
coll I y apparatus and a dexterous hand, the many valu- 
able treatifes^ that have been pubiiflied on every fubje(^ 
of leiming^ may now faperfede the ancieht mode of oral 
inftru£Hon. Were tht< princifde true in Its utmoft 1a-»' 
tilude, I (hoUld ohly infe^ that the offices and falarics, 
which are become ufelefs, ought without delay to be 
ijboltfliedi But thore ftUl remains a material diCertnte 
between a book and a profeflbr; the hour of the lec* 
ture inforces attendance) attention is fixed by the pre- 
fence, the voice, and the occafional queiiions of the 
teacher I the nioft idle will carry fomething away} and 
the more diligent will compare Ae inftrudiooS) which 

they 
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phejr have heard in the fchod, with the volumes, which they 
perufe in their chamber. The advice of a (kilful pro- 
/eflbr will adapt a courfe of reading to cKery mind and 
g^erf fitiuitioa s hie authoritjr wili difcover, adinoniai, and 
at laft diaiftile. die negligence of hiVdifcipies ; and his vi« 
gilant inc^uiries will afcertain the fteps of their literary 
frogrdSf Whatever fcience he jvolelTes he may illuf- 
mte in a ftries of difeottrfes, connpofed in the leifore 
0f hit dofet^ proi^oiinoedl on public ocealioasi and finally 
ddtvered to the prefs. I obferve with pleafure, that in 
the .imiveriuy. of Oxford Dr. Lowth, witli equal elo* 
^inence and erudition, has. executed this taik in his in« 
.cnmpainble PnAaivm on the Poetry of the Hebrews. 

The college of Sr. Mary Magdalcii was founded in 
Ac fifteenth century by Wainfleet bi/hop of Winchei^ 
|er.} and npw conitfts of a prefiden^ (oxtf fellows, and 
a nunber of inferior fludents. It is efteemod one of the 
largeft and moil wealthy of our academical corporations, 
which may be compared to the Benedi^inc abbeys of 
catholic countries i and I have looieljr facavd tfafitt^p ei^ 
tales bdongbg to Magidalen GollegCft wh^h ans kalied 
by thofe indulgent landlords at fmall quit-rents and oc« 
cafiooal fines, mig^t be raifed^ in the hands of private 
jtariot^ to an annual revenue of nearly thirty thoufand 
pQunds* Onr colleges are liii^ofed to be fichools .of fd* 
ence, as well as of edvqation » nor is it unreafonable to 
expe<^ dat a body of literary men, devoted to a life of 
odibacyt exempt from the ^are oi their own fubfiitence, 
and anspjy pnMiided with hool^ ihould devote their lei- 
4hre to die profecutton of ftudy, and that fomp efie£b 
fi Hieir ftudies fhould be manifefted to the world. The 
Ihdlves of their library groan under the weight of the 
Itoedidine Mos, of the editions of the ^ther«| and the 
49oilediont of the middle ages, which have iiS&ied from 

the fingle abbey of St. Germain de PrJz at Paris. A 
ffflWpiofirfAn of genius muil be the oiFspring of one mind i 
fudl worits «f induftry, as mjr. be divided among^ 

many 
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many haadt^ Ml vanft \k «oficinMd tduf ing wmy 79M|^ 
are the peculiar pfovineeof 4 labtNiMi coMittnit^. if I 

iiiquirL- into the manufailur^s of the monks of Ma^dalL-n^ 
^ 1 extciid the inquiry to the other colleges Oxford 
and Caabridge» a Alent WuOii or a (pattiiuk frown» wiU 
tKe only reply. The lellows or monks of my txoi* 
.were decent cafy men, who {'uj^iiK-ly gjijuycd the gifts of 
4h.e ibuJKier « their days were hllcd by a ferics ot uiutorjn 
wploymenui the ^pel and the haU» the coitc^ioufit 
imd the common rooniit ihty retired, weary mi iveK 
fatisficd, to a long ilumber. From the toil of readingi^ 
4)r thinking, or writing, they had abipivod thcit cotw 
fcienoe j^ an4 i;he iirft ftoM of learning and iiqpinitty. 
Vrithered on the ground, withont yielding any fmita to 
the ownt 1 s or the public. As a gentleman commoner^ 
I was admitted to the ibcicty of the ^k>ws« and fondly 
cxpe^od that fome queftiooa of literatufe mcdd be the 
imufing and inftfudive topict ol their dSlcouHe* Their, 
converfation ftagnatcd la a round of college bulhicfs, Tory 
pohiics, pcrfonai aneqiotes, and private is^dai ; their diiH 
.and deqi potations ^ei(Cijd}sd the hrifltintemperanoe of youths 
and dieir conftittiiional toafta were not expreifive of iho 

juuii. lively loyalty lor ihc hoiirc of Hanover, A gene- 
ral election was now approaching : the great Oxfordlhijpc 
^onteft already blazed with all the malevolsnoe of partyr 
seal. Magdalen College was d^ouily attached to .the «14 
nuereft ! and the names of Wcnman and Dafliwood were 
more frequently pronouiiced, than thofe of Ci^ro and 
Chryibftooi. The example of ^e fentor lelloift ccmU 
not inTpire the imder*gcadtiates with a Ithend fyitlt or fhi« 
dious emulation ; and I cannot defcribe, as I never knew, 
the difcipline of college* Some duties may poifibly have 
been impoM on the poor ij^hoiars^ whole ambitton tt^ 
pired to die peaoeM honours of a Mlo«i<hip (4ffMti fnif^ 
ftii orduubus — — — — Diorum ) \ but no independent mem- 
^rs were admitted bciow the rank of a gentleman com- 
mofler, and our velvet cap was ihe «ap of liberty. A. 

traditioii 
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ifadMon jMrevail^ -tliat ibme of our predcceil^rs had ipokea 

MA no veftigt i«m«iiied i dn obyiom avethocb <f {hiWc 

e^ccrcifes and examinations were totally unknown ^ and { 
liave never iieard th»t eitiier preiident or t))e fociety 

The fileace of (he Oxford profefllirS| "vi^ieh fJeprrve^ 
ibe youth of publk inftruc^ion, is imperfectly &pplle4 
Iqr die t^<urs^ as tb^ nrf^ %icN||.pf the feverai colleges* 
^iftsid of 06«fink^ thmfelveaL to a Qiygk fi|i?ficfv which 
bad fatisfied die ambition of Bttrman or Bernoulli, thej[ 
(eachy or promire ta teach, either hiftory or mathematics^ 
ist ancient ^teratiir<^ or moral fh^lofopt^iy;^ and as i| ia 
foSHk Ait lii^ may he defe£|ive in all| .it it highl/finw 
bable that of fome ith^y wijl he ignorant. They are paid, 
indeed, by private contributions ; but their appointment 
fJeponds on (he head of jthe houfc^ their diligence is vo« 
^tvy, t«l wiU coi|<e<|iieiilly be )aigpiid| whi|c ^ pa* 
pils themfelvee, or their parents, are not indulged m die 
liberty of choice or change. The firft tutor into whofc 
hands I was refigaed appears to h^viB hecs^ ^pfi of the 
kdk t)f the fribe : Qr* Wald^rave. was ^ loimed an4 
fious nia% of a mild dUpofilion^ ftrid morals, and A'^ 
ftemious life» who fcliiom mit^gled.iu tl^c politics or th^ 
joUiqr of the college^ ^^t his knowledge of (he worid 
was onnfine^ the milyecfityi his lesfrntng wai of th^ 
)tft, rtdier than of the prefent age | his temper was in% 
doient i his ftcuJties, which were not of the firft rate, 
had been rekMie4 by cUoiate, and he was fatisfied| 
Jike. hi* Movi^ with ^ iU|ht and fuper£cial dtfcharg^ 
of tn impofftant friift. As Cbon a$ my tutor had foimcW 
the iiifufiicieacy of his difciplc in fchool-lcurning, he pro* 
pi>kd thai (h^d read ev^ry oiorning isom ten 
^even the CQwediei of TmaoB, The (wk my 11% 
prwrcmenl in the wiivcrfity of Oftfoid is confined to 

dvfif or iour Li^tAii playxi ^ ^Y«0 (^.9.ftM4y <^ e]t^ 

gant 

* 
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gant cIa&c^ which might have been iliuibated.by a com* 
parHbn of antieiit and modern theatres, was reduced to ^ 
dry and literal interpretation of the au^r^s text. Dur* 

ing the firft weeks I conftahtly attended thefe lefTons in 
my tutor's room ; but as they appeared equally devoid oi 
profit ml pleafiice) I was'omse tempc«d to tiry the ex- 
periment of a foraud apology. The apok>gy was ac- 
cepted with a frriilc. I repc-ated the offence with lefs ce- 
remony ^ the excuie was admitted with the fame indul- 
gence: the fiighteft motive, of lasinefr or indii^fitian, 
the moft trifling avocation at home or idNroad, was al« 
lowed as a worthy impediment; nor did my tutor ap- 
pear €x>nfcious of my abtence or negk6t. Had the hour 
of k^ore been conftantly filled^ a fii^le hoi^r was a hM 
portion of my academic leifure. No plan of ftady waf 
iwommended for my ufe; no exercifes were prefcrtbed 
for his InTpection ; am^ at the moft precious (eafon of 
yoothy whole days and weeks were fuffered to elapfe wki^ 
dut labour or ainuibnient^ without advice or account. F 
fhould have liftened to the voice of reafon and of my tu- 
tor j his mild behaviour had gained my confidence. I pre- 
ferred his ibciety to that of the younger ftudents ; and in 
our evening walks to the top of HeddingfonrhiU^ we fntAy 
converfcd on a variety of fubjefts. Since the dayn of Po- 
cock and Hyde, Oriental learning has always been the 
pride of Oxford, and I once exprefied an inclination to 
ftudy Arabiu His prudence diicouraged this chihUfli 
focy ; but he negleded the lair occafion of direding the 
ardour pf a curious mind. During my abfcncc in the 
Sununer vacation. Dr. Waldegrave accepted a college liv- 
ing at Wafhington in Suflex^ and on my return I no 
longer found him at Oxford* From that time I have 
loft fight of my iirft tutor; but at the end of thirty years 
(1781) he was ftill alive 1 and the pradice of exercife and 
temperance, had entitled hun ID a healthy old age. 

The long receft between the Trinity and Michaelmas 
terms emg^ the colleges of Ox(ord» as well as the couita 

of 
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Ibperfeded by the more rational ie,nor^icc of the man, 
During my ftay at {iuritoiii my mUnt-labour diiageoll]^ 
prafecsiD^ wiclRNit 0MmIi iMHnipdflft Hamb ompMi^ #f 

iic apphmfe. The difcovtry rf Hry own weaknefs was the 
&rft ij^niptom of tafte. On my return to Oxford, the Age 
of Sdbftrb VNis wifely TCfaqailM} tat dMi 
Iheeli ranaiiied twenty ywii it ilie kmom af • Amu^ 

till, in a general clearance of papers, (Noranber 177211) 
they were committed to the flames. - 

After ti|B i|egirtiife of Dr, W^^dcgnifP^ I waa ttinsrwujii • 
wiA tns oAcf pupilti to liit iBtAtnicd liciff wlitife iiWJiy 
chantder did not command tlie rrfpe^ of Hie coUdge. 
Dr. ♦ • ♦ ♦ well remembered that he had a falary to receive^ 
md only forgot that lie hni a dugr to perform* Inftead of 
Ipponi^ me iEi|Qiei| mci uncm^ owr ipp vMWfMNir or m 
liticfple) ^ Witt lief fiitmnoned toollKWIeiiei|tkeowoemf|F 
pf a le£lure; and, excepting one voluntary vifit to hi<| 
looms, idiiring the eight months of his titular office^ 
tutor and piip4 iifed in the Anne C(dle|^ n ftraofeie towd^ 
other* The want of expencMe, of advioe|-afMi of oeotf> 

pation, fooa betrayed me into fome improprieties of con- 
ill-chofea company, ^ate hoors, and inronfukrate ex^ 
peoee. gnming iA/t^ ^ 
f(vmt difence was vfftle «iid famdalous ; and a tour to 

Bath, d vifit into Buckinghamfhire, and four excurfions to 
London in the iame winter, were o^ljf and dangerous 
fnAkB. They uret^ imleed, whhoot^ inennlngt es wM»p 
mitanexcufe* » Thelrkfittttieft of a cloMfercd Mfe wp cieu 

cdlv tempted mc to wander ; but my chief pltaiurc that 
of travelling; and I was too ptvig and haihful to en^oy^ 
like a manly Oxqoi>Q ^ Town, fttt (teafiiret of LonAm. 
Til fhefb eunirfimia I doped firom Obdbrd if I leioriied t6 

college; in a few days I eloped again, as if I had been aii 
independent ftranger in a hired lodgfngi. widiout once hears- 
ing the voice of admonition, withoot oiioe ieeiitig the haail 
of control. Yec my time was toft, my ei^ienoea were iniilu. 

* . tiplicd^ 
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, Th^ progreft of mj converfion may tend to ittuft^^ ^ 
lea^ die htftory of my own miiuL It wM not long finc^ 
t)r. Middleton's free inquiry had founded an alarm in tb« 

theological world ; much ink a^id much gajl k^d been fpU^ 
in the defence of t|ie primitive miracles ; and the two duiieft 
of their diampioQS wercftf^wiwdwit^aciljdeQW lioaottral^ 
the univerfity of Oxford^ Thp name of Middleton wa$ 
unpopular j and his profcription very naturally led ipe to pe-y 
rufe his writings, and th^fe of his antagonifls. His 
criticHm^ whieh approadie^ t|^e precipiqe of infidelity, pro^ 
^aped on my mind a fingular efiRed ; and had I perfevered ii| 
the communion of Rome, I fhould now 
Ipnune the predi^ion of the Sybil^ 

■ Via prima ftlutts, 

Q^iod minime reris, Graia, pandetur ab urbe. 

elegance of ftyle and freedom of argument were rc^ 
peUed by a fliield of prejudice. I fttU reyered diechara£(er, 

or rather the names, of the faints and fathei^s whom Dr. 
^iddletop expofes^ nor could he. d^ftroy my implicit belief, 
that die gift o( pt^aciiloi^s powen was contif ued in the 
chuicih, ^ing the firft ibi^r or five centuries of cbriftianity^ 
But I was unable to refift the weight of hiftorical evidence, 
tliat* within^the fame period moft o( the leading do&ines pf 
popery were already introduced in theory suid pra^ice : nor 
was my conclufion ^hfurd, that miracles are the of truth, 
and that the church muH be orthodox and pure, which was 
(b often approved by the vifible ;nterpo(i^ion of the Deity, 
The marvellous tales which are fo boldly attefted by the 
Bafilsand ChryfofioQis, the A^ftinsandjeroms, compelled 
me to embrace the fuperior merits of celibacy, the inftiti^* 
tion of the monailic life, the ufe of the fign of the crofe, of 
holy oil, and even of images, the invocation of (ii^nts, the 
wodhip o£ relics, the rudiments pf purgatory in prayeis 
ibr the dead, and the tremendous mydcry of the facrifice of 
^ body and blood of Chriil, which infenilbly i welled into 

^9 
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*To takeupftairoQtnift) anci ftalf to tf^, 

**Name It not faith, but bungling bigotry. 
Both, knave and fooli tbe mcrchaot we may call, i 

For wbo wquld brcik viith Aeavei^ and would not { 

« break for all?'' • J 

No footier had I fi^ttled my new religioa than i rcliaived to 
proMiiiqriUfa cadkoKc; Toudl It flocm uA impetuous % 
dWa nrontentary gio^ of enthulbite ted tfHUin^ above all' 
temporal confiderarions*. 

By the ke^n proteftantSy who would gladly retaliate the 
cjcample of perfbcutitiDi a cbmoor h raifed oi the incieafb 
of popery t and^ihef are alwayi blld ID dedaim againft'tfae 
toIrratTon of prieilff and' jcfuits, who pervert fo many of his 
majefty's fubje(f^s from their religion and allegiance. On 
^ prefent occafioni the fall of oite of more of her (bos 
dlfedidtlwchmumragaiiifttlleiiiilverfltyi anditwascoii- 
lldemlf aflrmed* iliit popiill tmflfenariet vfeve- fufita^, 

under various dilguifes, tb introduce theinfclves into the 
colleges of QjdionLi But ju (lice ©bilges me to declare,' 
Ifaat) as aa rdaiea to nijfelfji thb aflertkm is £die| and 
illat I never oonverftd #1(11 a prieKj or eveti with a papifty 
till my refolution from books was abfolutcly fixed. In my 
laft excurfion to London, I addrclTed myfelf to Mr. Lewisy 
arltoimeatholiebooldidleriiiiliifie^ C^ent Gar- 
dto| who recommended Ine to a prieftj of' whuft name attd 
order I am at prefent ignorant In oorfiri^' interview he 
iboo discovered that perfuafion was needless. After^ found* 
ing Ae mothrea^and merits of nj conveifiooy lie confbited 
t^admit me inte^the palej o f tbe dmrefaf and arfaisfbet^ mi 
the eighth qf June 1753, lioktamly, though privately, al^- 
Jured the errors of herefy. The fcdudtion of an Engli{b 
jFOuth of fimil/ and fortune was an a& of aa mueb daog^ 

« aa. 

^ Hb delcribed the letter to his Cather, annouodng hk CMffrfiaQt .it ^tfnU 
Wk^ttkh agtlw poinpt tht 4i|Bity> tai fc if. f n iil iiaioeqf a mtnjr, 8» 
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Iwat not tlm iiMaitlfr wfoffned, Wlim i perfon im 

••rcconclW to the fee of Rome, or procures others to ho 
^ stcoimUcd, the oiFence ^{af$ Biackflooe j amouius Di» higli 

tno €9MWMHn Of Hit ysMagoBBtt^ iunii6^ inope wen mcc 

laws of a fefs odious Gift, which Condemned the prieft to 
feipetual imprifonmca^ and tran&fecred the profclytc s eftatc 
DO. Iu» imicftiditkMu Aa <Utai«le.eoiiCrdir«cfial e|MAlc»- 
apprcmi ^ ^KnAor^ and adibeflM my lather, zthA 
ijounced and juftified the ftep which I had taken. My fa- 
ther wa& oeithejr a bigot aoc a philo£ofiher ^ but his aiie&u. 
M depkMDidtfie kfs.ol mtoo^ fooi mud Us gbodfenfe w«f 
rfnmlhed M nijr Abc^ depaetttre fmm the rtligida of mf* 
country. In the firft fally of paiJion he divulged a fecrct 
which prudence might have iuppteHedf and the gates «f 
Jtfi^ifln GaBege ute Ibr eter Ant agiin^ otbam^ 
Many yeaftateinrds^ ^Mmthefliuneof GibKoii was be^ 
come as notorious as that of Middlcton, it was indufh luuily 
whirred at Oxford, that the hiftorian had fomieriy ''^uxm-* 
^td 'pt^i" mji^QbandBr.iloodospoM ii> tlw rq^roach of: 
imonflancfrir and dii» itmrkHoHi. topk wovld have be«m 
handled without mercy by my opponents, could they have 
feparatcd mj ansk from that of the univeriity^ For . iny: 
mh pac^ I am pioiid4if an faontft &cn&ab of inttr<ft.if>i 
confeionce.* I can nsferblufliy if ai3Pteiidar i|iMidwa9.6ii«k 
tangled in the fophiilry that Icduced the acute and mmly 
twderibndings of Chiilimg worth and Bayu^ yvbg ai-« 
l en w a r d a mnetgtA hom ibpocftition to Ibepticifni. 

While Charlea the firft governed Enghuid^ and was 
ft\{ governed by a catholic queen, it cannat be denied that 
themi^umacks of Home laboured with inipunity ^nd fi4C« 
cdf ia- the oour^ the countrjr^ and even the iiDiirvA.tkif* 
One of the fheep^ 

Whom die grim wolf with privy paw 

Daily devours ajpace^ ajid nothii^g U d^ 



Digitized by Google 



4l tt£M.OIllS Of 

it Mr. Williftiii Chiibigwortb, Mafter of Arts» aM FcUo^ 
of Trinity CoU^f Oxford y who^ at the ripe age of twen* 
ty-eight year?, was perfuadcd to elope from Oxford^ to chef 
Engliih ktmimf at Douay iti Flanders. Some dilputei 
WtthFiflitr, a rttbtlejefuity might firft awaken him £t)m^^ 
prejudiices of educa^im ; but he yidiitd to hit own vi^ri^ 
ous ari;umcnt, " that thure mufl ^ fomcwhere an infallible 
^ judge ; and that the church of Rqme is the only chriftiaii 
^ fociety wTbich either does or can l^retedd to that chanifden" 
After a fhdrt trial bf a &w montfaf» Mr. Cliillingwdrth was 
again tormented by religious fcruplcs : he returned home, 
leiuiiied his ftudics, unravelled his milUkes, and delivered 
his mind fibm the yoke of authority and fiiperftitioiu Mis 
new creed was built oii the principle^ that the Bible is our 
folc judge, and privaic reafou our Ible interpreter: and he 
ably maintains this principle in the Religion of a Frotcilant, 
abook which) after ftartling the dodors of Oidbrd^ is fUll 
eAeemed the moft (olid defeiice of tbe Relbrmatioo. The 
learning, the virtue, the recent merits of the author, entitled 
him to fair preferment : but the ilave had now broken his 
letters ; and the more he weighed^ the lefs was he difpofed to 
lubfciribe t6 the tbirty^nine articles of the dmrch of £ng> 
J^udi In a private letter he declares, with all the energy ot 
language, diat he could not fubicnbc to them witiiout fub- 
Icribing ^ damnation } and that if ever he fhouM 

depart from this immoveable refolutioO) be would allow his 
friends to think hini a madtiiani or an atheift. As the let- 
ter is without a date, we cannot afcertain the number of 
weeks or months that elapfed between this paifionate abhor<i 
fenee and the Salilbury Regifter; ^hicb is ftill e^tann 
« GuUeiuius Chillingworth, onmibus htfce ar-» 

« ticulis, et iingulis in iifdem contentis volcns, ct 

f^exanimo fubfcribo, et coftienfum iheum iifdem pnebeoa 
^ 20 die Julii 1638/* But, alas ! the qhancdldr aid pre«> 
bendary of Sai um foon deviated from his own fubfcription: 
as he more deeply fcrutniized the article ot the Trinity^ 
neither fcrtpture nor the primitive fathers could kmg uphold 

his 
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hi^ orthodox beliefs and he could not but confcf?, " that 
the dodrine of Arius is either a truth, or at kaft iiodam- 
^ inble htnfy." From this middle region of the air, the 
deicent of his resfon would naturally reft on the firmer 
gt (Mind of the Sociiiians: and It \vc may credit a doubtful 
f^ory, and the popular opinion^ his anxious inquiries at laft 
lubfided in philoibphic indifFerencei So confpicuous, how* 
ever, were the candour of his nature and the innocence of 
his heart, that this apparent Jcviiy did not affe»5t the n jiuta- 
tioii of Chiiiingworth* His frequent changes proceeded 
from too nice an inquifition into truth. His doubts grew, 
out of himlelf } he affiled them with all the ftrength of his 
rcalon: he was then tgo hard for himfclf : hut finding as 
little quiet and repoft in thoie vi^ories, ne quickly recover- 
ed, by a new appeal to his own judgment : fo that in all^ 
his (allies and retreats^ he was in h€t his own convern 

Bayle was the fon of a Calvinift minifter in a remote 
province of France, at the foot of the Pyrenees. For the 
benefit of education, the proteihtnts .were tempted to riik 
their children in the catholic univerfiries ; and in the twenty- 
fecond year of his age, young Bayle wasfeduccd by the arts 
and arguments of the jefuits of Thouloufc. He remained 
about feventeen months (19th March 1669*— 19th Auguft 
1670) in their hands, a voluntary captive ; and a letter to 
his parents, which the new convert compofed or fubicrtbed 
(I5ch April 1670), is darkly tinged with the fpirit of po- 
pery. But Nature had defigncd him to think as he plcafcd, 
and to (|)eak as he thought : his piety was ofiended by the 
excefTive worfliip of creatures 1 and the fludy of phyfics 
cunvirjccd him of the impofTibility of tranfublhmtiation, 
which is abundantly refuted by the teiiimony of our fenfes. 
His return to the communion of a falling fedt was a bold 
and difinterefted ftep, that expofed him to the rigour of the 
laws ; and a l^iccdy flight La Geneva protected him from 
the refentmentof his fpiritual tyrants, unconfcious as they 
were of the full value of the prise, which they had loft. 
Had Bayle adhered to the cadiclic churchy had he embraced 
Vol. L E the 
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t^ic fcclefufiical profefTion, the genius and favour of fuch * 
proklyte might have afpired to wealth and honours in his 
Mdve country: but the hypocrite would have found ids 
happinefi in thecomibityof a benefioey or t]ie dignity of a 
mitre, than hs enjoyed at Rotterdam in a private ftatc of 
exile, indigence^ and freedom. Without a €Ountryy or a^ 
|laerotv<M* a prejudice^- he claimed the Uberigr and fubfii^ 
fty the la^urs of hta pen:- the ineqliality o^ bia voluminous 
works is explained and exrufcd by his alternately writing 
for himidtV ^ the bookiellers»> and (br polierity ;> and if a 
ibvere critic ivouTd' reduce bim to a lingle folioy* that relic,, 
fike die books of the Sybils would become ftiU more va- 
luable. A calm"and lofty fpcclator of the religious tcmpeft^- 
the philofopher of Rotterdam condennned with equal firm* 
Aefs the perfecution of £ewi8 the Fourtfeentb^'and the re* 
fMiblican maicimflf of the Galvinifts; their vain propheciesy^ 
and the intolerant bigotry which fometimet vext d his foli- 
tary retreat. In reviewing the contro¥t€riies of the timev 
be ttum^ againft each other iheaigumentao^the difpu* 
lants; fucoeffively widding the arms of the catholbs and 
proteftants, he proves that neither the way of authority, 
nor the way of ejiamination can a&rd the multitude any 
teft of rellgiour truth; and dextemufiy condiades^ that cu^ 
torn and' ediicatkm muft be the fole grounds of popular be- 
tid; The ancient [^radoot oP Plunncb, ^t atbdfm is lefs 
pernicious than fupcrftltiony acquires a ten-fold vigor, 
when it iradomed with the colours of his wit, and pointed 
with theatolenefr of bis« logic.- His criticai didionary is 
vaft repoltfeory <if and opinions and be balances the 
falfe religions in his fceptical feales,. till the oppofite quanti- 
ties (if I may ulie the language of nlgcbra) annihilate each 
^other^r The woaderM power wbidi he fo boldlyi oceccifedi 
of ilkmbling docdMs and oB^sfBons,. had tempted him jo- 
cofely to ailmne the title of the re^^fPiuyt^rr^ Zivc,. the cloud- 
compelling Jove ; and in a converiation with the ingenieiis 
Abbe (afterwards Cardind) de Pdignac,. be fred)p diicdofed 
^bis untvecfid Pyrrhonilinr « I aramoft truly (&id Bayle) a 
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V protef^ant ; for I proceft indifferentljr agaiaft aU rjrftems 

The aeademical retentmenr, miridi I may poffiblf have 

pror okedj will prudently fpare this plain jiarrntivL- of my 
ftudies, or rather of my tdleneiiK and of the imfortunace 
€Teoc which ftortened the term of my refideuce it Oxfofd. 
But it may l»e fuggdled, ^at my father was unlucky in die 
choice of a fociety, and the chance of a tutor. It will per- 
haps be alicrtedy that in the lapfe of forty years many im- 
pff ttv e m e pu have taken place in the college and Jn die wit- 
verfity. I am not unwilKn^ t» Mieve, that Ibme tutcre 
migSc have been found more active than Dr. Waldegravr, 
and ld& contemptible than Dr.****. About the (amc 
diiu^ and in the fame walk^ a Bendiam was ftill treading in * 
die fiiotfteps of a Burton) whofe maxims he had adopted, 
and whofe life h<: had publi/hed. The biogr .phcr indeed 
preferred the fchool-logic to the new phiiofophyy fiurgurf- 
dtci us to Locke ; and the hero appears^ in his' own writings, 
a fiilF and conceited pedant. Yet even thefe tnctty accord* 

Ing to the meafare of their capacity^ might be diligent and 
ttiefiui I and ic is recorded of Burton, that he taught his pu* 
pfls what he knew; fome Latin, fome Oreelc, fome ethics 
and metaphyfics 1 referring them to proper matters Ibr the 
languages and fciences of which he was ignorant. At a 
more recent period, many ftudents have been attracted by 
liie merit and reputation of Sir William Scott, then a tutor 
in Univerfity College^ and now confpicoous In the profef- 
fion of the civil law : my perfonal acquaintance with that 
gentleman hasinfpired me with ajuft efleem for his abilities 
and knowledge ; and I am afitired that his lepras on hti^ 
lory would compole, were they given to the puUic, a moft 
valuable treat'de. Under the aufpices of the prefent Arch- 
biihop of York, Dr. Markham, himfelf an eminent icbolar, 
a more regular difcipline has been introduced, as I am told, 
atChrift Churdi*| a coude of daffical and philosophical 

£ 2 iiudles 

• W^wmyAmm^ hiwnttkin Ifr.GSfcfbon ludivceind, MdCht 
' MmaSenlM hid mik» fmious 10 Ui ]«t tMmn at Lsaftaafi Poiiqg 
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fludies is propofcd, and even purfued, in that numerous (e-** 
ininary: learning has been niade a duty, a pleafure, and* 
even a fafhion i and feveral young gendemen do honour to 
the college in which they have been educated*. According; 
to* the will of the donory the profit of the fecond part of 
Lord Clarencion's Hjftory has bcew applied to the eftablifti- 
ment of a riding-lcbool, that the polite exercises might be 
taught)^ I know not with whaft fucoefsy in the univerfity** 
The Vinerian profeflforfhip is of faur more lerious importance ;# 
the laws of his country arc the firft fcience of an Eng- 
liflunan oi rank and fortune^ who is called to be a ma« 

« 

gtftf atCy^ 

■ 

lUtlaft vifit to Englana, he lad an opj>ortunity of feeing at Shcfficld-pUce 
fomc young men of the coUegc above alluded to; he lud great fatisfaftiiwi in 
converting with them, made many enquiries refpedlng their courfc of ftudf , ' , 
applauded the difcipline of ChriA Church, and tlie liberal attention Hicwft^ 
by the Dean, to thofe whofe only recommendation was their merit Had* 
Mr* Gibbon Kved !• revife this work, I am fure he would have mentioned 
tlie name of Dr. Jackfon with the higheft comnwndation, and alib that of Dr. 
. Bagot, Biihop of St Ahph, whofe attentioA to-the duties of his office while 
ht was Dean of ChriA Church CdUege were unremitted. There Kt other 
cdkges at Oxford, with whofe difdplane my-fiicnd was unacquainted, to wiuch»4 
without doubt, he would willingly have aliowed their doe praife, particular- 
lyBraaeh Nofe and Oriel Oollcfef { the fomerunder the careof Dr*Gleavcr» 
Ulhop of Chefiar, the tatter under that of Dr. Evettigli*' It is ftill greatly to 
be wilhed that tlie general expence,. or father extravagance,^ of young men 
aiourEngliihoniverlltiesmay bftmonefiaftually reftraUied. Thecxpenee*. 
in which they are permitted to indu]gf» ia iaconfiftent not only with a ncoef- 
fary degree of ftody, but witli thole tad>itt of morality which flioold be pro- 
motcd, by aU means poflTible, area early period of life* An academical cdv.^ 
cation in England bat prefent an ObjeA ^ ahum andtarrortomfy tUnking 
panot of modetate fertone. It ia- the apprehcnfionof thaei^anoet of tht 
diflftpation, and other evil confeqnencea» which aiifa from the want of pro. 
pcrreftraint at our own univerfities, that: forces a ntunberof ourEn^ifli 
youths to thofe of Scotbndy and utterly excludes many from any fort of 
academical inftnidion. If a cfaarie be |nie» which 1 have heard inHAed on»« 
that the heads oCoor ooilegea ia Oxford and Canhrklge are vam of. havinf 
under their care ahiafly men of opuknct> who may bo foppofcd exbmpt 
from theneoeOity of ceoonomical oontroul, they are indeed highly cenftirable | 
finoe the mlfehief of aUowlQg early habits of expenoe and diflipation is greats 
. invaridua refpedb, oven to thofe poMbd.of Urge property and the moll 
Ibriooa evil from this hidulgeaca mull happen to yoqtha of humbler fortune*, 
who certainly form the mi^jorhy of Andenti both at Oxford and Cten* 
bridge. 8« ' 
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^iftratei anil may hope to be a legiflacor. This judici- 

•ous inftitution was coldly entertained by the graver doflors, 
who complained (I have heard the complaint) that it would 
«take die -young people from their books : but Mr« Viner's 
4)eiiefadion is not unprofitable, fince it has at leaft pro- 
educed the excellent icommcntarics of Sir William Bkck- 
eftone. 

After carrying me to Putney, to the houfe of his friend 
jMr*MaUet% hf whofe phiMioiphy I was rather icanda- 
Jised than redaimed, it wasneceffiiry for my filther to form 
a new plan of education, and to 4evife fome method which, 

poiiible^ might effi^ the cuce of my ipiritual malady. 
After much ^^b^te it was .dc^ecmined, from the adrice and 
4)eribaal experience of Mr. Eliot ^now Lord Eliot) to fix 
inc, during fome year S3 at Laufanne in Switzerland. Xir. 
Frey, a .Swifs gemleman of Bafil, undertook tfep ^ondu£l 
of the journey; we left JLoodon the ;9th tof Junfi^ cio^Iod 
the iea from Poyer to ^Calais, travelled poft through fevetal 
provinces of France, by the dire^ road of St. Quentin, 
^eims, Langres, and Befan^on, and arrived the 30th of 
June at Laufanne, where JL was immediately {btgtled finder 
the roof a^d jtaitkmof Mr^ PiaviJIiardly a Calyjni^ miniftetp 

The firft marks of my fiithei^s diipleafure jiMher afto- 
niflied than afflided me: when he threatened to banifl>, 
and difowo, and diTinhcrit a rebeljious ion, I cberiihed a fe- 
mt hope that ij^ ^vopifd not Jbe abieor Filling to his 
menaces^ and the pride clf fxsnfcience encouraged me to 
fuftain the honourable and important part which I was now 
a<fting. My ijpirit^ wefe railed (Uid kept alive by the rapid 
motion of my jourqey, the pe^y apd various ijbenes of the 
Condneht, and the ciyility of Mr. Frey, a man of fenfe^ 
who was not ignoraiu oi books or the worjd. But after 
lie had xeflgncdpiie into Paviiliard's hands, and I was fixed 
in my new habitation, I had leifure to contempkte the 

ftrange 

• Tteandnrofa lile ofVam, wfakh hu been rated dbove its iralnti sC 
taMfiorBOtteapotiat and pUjt| «ntd«f the patlietk ballad of WUKan vul 
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fikintaiofeftcmi my ignoonoe of tbt language. In mydiiUU 

hood I had once ftudicd the French grammar, and I could 
imperfci^ly uuderiland the eafy pro{b of a hmilm Aibjei^^ 
But when I was thus fuddenly caft on a foreign bad^ I 
IcNUid myCelf cfeprtralof the tiibof ^)c«di and of^ bearings 
and, durtf^ feme weekf, tncapable not only of enjoying^ 
the pseaiures of convcrfacionj but cvtm of aiKiqg or an* 
fwering a quellion in the comaion interooaffc o^ life^ To 
home-bred Engiiftmaa twtrf obje^ every cuftom wat of- 
lenfive $ but the native of any country mtgbt have been 
Lil.'uited with thef" general afpc^ft of his lodging and enter- 
tainment. I had now exchanged my elegant apartment m 
M^dalen Coll^ lot a narrow^ gloomy ftreer,, the moA 
mfrequented of an fuihandfinnetowtt, for an old 

rient houfe, and for a fmall chamber jlUconti v ed a/id ill- 
farniibed, which, on the approach of Winter, inlicad of a. 
cempoiuonable fife> mnft be waraaed by the dntt and iml&m 
Me heat of a ftove* Fran a man I wte again degtaded to^ 

the dependance of a fchool-boy, Mr. Pavilliard managed 
my«xpenccs, which had been reduced tea duuinutive &ate^ 
I reeeived a Iball monthly a^wanee tor pocfcei-aiioney.i^ 
•ndfadpleftandawkwai^asl bavncmbeen, I no langer 
enjoyed the indtfpen6Me cnmiMt <if a fervant. My condi- 
tion feemed as dcftitute of hope, as it was devoid of pleaAire : 
I was ieparated for an inde^mtc^ which appeared an Infinite 
term jfimi my native oountiy^ and I h^d ioft all toamGkm 
With my catholic fricnlp* I baveltnoe lefleded with fur^ 
prife, that as the Rorr^ifh clergy of every part of Europe 
maintain a ciofe corrcipondcncc with each otho*^ they ncvet: 
attempted, by letters or meflagei^ to lefeiie tne fromtN^ 
^ands of die heretics, t>r at ieaft to confirm my '«eal anS* 

conftancyin the protefHoa or the filith. Such was my firft 
introduction to Lauianne ; a place where 1 ipent nearly iivo 
years vrith pleafute and profit, which I a fi et ww dl mifited 
^diOQt€om{Hilfion, and nhichi hawa fimlly fekAedaa tiie 
moik grateful retreat for the decline of my life. 



* 
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Bftt it IS the pcctiiiar felicity of youth that tbe moft un. 
^pleaiifig objefts and wamfMm aakt i^BepmhMag 
iiBfireffioii.; it forgets thefiafty tt^y^fjbtpnCmiit^ 9oim- 
■ticipatcs the future. At ihe .flexible age of fix teen 1 Toon 
•learned to enduit, and gradually to adopt, the new forms of 
jorbicwy nmmersi: ihe ml hardfliips ci mj fitwtiiDii mmgt 
tiknmdhy time* Had I beeti fent afaraad in a mote ^Hm^ 
^id ftyle, «fuch as the forttine and bounty of my father misjht 
ihavc fuppliedf I might have returned home with the iame 
Aock of bnguage and ictence^ which oar cottutrjroen tiAi- 
aily impoit from the Continent. An cinleaad a prilbfier as 
J wasy their example betrayed me into fome irregularities of 
^iiie, cf play, and of idle excurfions : but I ioon felt the 
impoffibiJity of afibdating with -them on equal tenns ; aoA 
^tter the departitpe of nay firft Miqimittanet^ 1 hdd.a coM 
and civil corrdlpondence -with their ^looefibrs. This ^lu- 
ilon from Engliik focieQr was attended with the moftiolid 
4)enefits. In the Paj^ de J^ml^ chef rench language is vtoi 
with left impcHedion than m moft of the diftaat 
^ France: in Pavilliard's family, neceffity compelled tne 
to Itilen and to fpeak ; and if X was at firfl diihearcenedby 
4it j^pparenttflownciii^ ina few mcaithsl was aAonifliad^r 
^ lapidi^ of mjptognb^ MypmmcMion mm J b w ^ 
«d by tile conftasit repetttkxi of the famefounds ; the variety 
of words and idioms, the rules of gran^imar, aoddi^in^- 
ons of genders, were impieAed in sny faemory: eaie an! 
fmAom wot dblatned by pfa&ke« eorndDsft and c^l 
gaoce by ldbotfr$ and%e^ I was recalled bcmie, French, 

in which I fpontaneoufly thought, was more famihar than 
£ngltih to tny ear, my tong-ue, and my pen. The firft ei- 
ledef this ^opening knowledge was the revival of my love 
of readingi which had been cbiOed at Oaibfd ; and I Iboo 
turned over, without much choice, simcft all the French 
1>ooks in my tutor's librarj* Exca theie amuiements were 
fvododive of real advantage: my lafie and judffnt^tt were 
iioiw fe m e w h at riper* I was introdooed to a n ew a wd e of 
fiyk oad iitc^iUure : by tbe comparifon of manotrs and opt^ 

nion% 
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nions, my views were enlarged, my prejudices were cor-^ 
reded, and a copious voluntary abftra£l of the Hijiur 
PM^lifo it di ^Bmpiriy by le Sueur, may be placed in a midi 
die line between my cbildiih and my manly (ludies. As foon 
as I was able to converfe with the natives^ I began to feel 
ibn\e fatisfadion in their company : tny awkward timidity 
was poliibed and emboldened % and I frequented, £or the 
firfttime, aflcmUiesof men and women. The acquaints 
ance of the Pavilliards prepared mc by degrees fur nioi c ele- 
gant fociety. I was received with kindncfsand indulgence 
in the beft families of Lau&nne i and it W9& in one of thefe 
that I formed an intimate and lading connection with Mr% 
Deyvciduii, a young man of an amiable temper and excel- 
lent under (landings In the arts of fencing and dancing, 
fioall indeed was my proficiency % and fome months were 
idly wafted in the riding-ichool, My unfitnefs to bodily ex<» 
crcife reconciled mc to a icdciUary life, and the horfe, the 
favourite of my countj^ymen, aever contxibuted to the piea<r 
Aires of my yoiith« 

My obligations to the lefibns of Mr. PavilUard, gratitude 
will not futfcr mc to forget : he was endowed with a clear 
head and a warm heart } his innate benevolence had 
fuagcd the fpirit of the church ; he was rational, becaufe he 
ms moderate : in the couHe of his ftudies he had acquired 
a jufl though fuperficia] knowledge of moil brauches of li^ 
terature; by long pra(Siice, he was fkilled in the arts of 
.teaching ; and he laboured with aifiduous patience to know 
the charader, gain the aSejilion, >uid open the mind of his 
jLngUfh pupil ^. As fooa as w( beg^n to vnderfiand each 

other^ 

^ J^trcil ef a Lttur/tcm hi,VAyii.i.iAH9 to i.pw AMD Gibbon, cfq. 

k Laoiiiiae* ce as JuUkt t75S< 
Monfleur de Gibbon (c porte trSs bkii ptr la Gtacede I3ieu» etU mc paroijL 
^tt*jl nc fe crouve pumal de notre Maifon j j^aimSma lieu de peofer qu*il 
prend ile ratuchcimnt pom molt ^ dont Je iuit charm6 et que je cnyaillerai 
a aiigmcMer» paite qtt*U aum ptaa deconAaactn moi> daatceque je mt 
propoTe d« liii dbrt. 

Jc n'ai point ciwoca cntreprit d« Im parier for Itamatilrai de reUpont parc« 

aue jc a*eateiida paa a0i»la laosuc Aa^ifc pour finileiiir ane longue osnyerflk* 

liop 
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other, he gently led me, from a bltmi and undiftinguiihing 
love of reading,, into the path of inftrudion. I codemed 
vith pleafure that a portion of the nioming-hours fhould be 
confecrated to a plan of modern hiftpry and geography, and 
to the critical perufal of the French and tiaciii cbffitS| and 
at each ftep I felt myfelf imrigorated by the habits of applies* 
tiontnd method. His prudence repreffed and difTembled 
fome youthful iaiiies ; and as loon as I was confirmed in the 
habits of induRry and temperaneci he gave the reins into mf 
own hands. His ftvourable report of my behaviour and 
progrefs gradually obtained fome latitude of ad^ion and ex-, 
pence ; and he wiflied to alleviate the hardfhips of my lodging 
and entertainment. The principles of philofophy were ai^ 
dated with the examples of tafte } and by a Angular chance^ 
the boolr^ as well as the man, whidi contributed the moft 
effc<flual]y to my education, has aftronger claim on my gra- 
titude than on my admiration. Mr. De Croufaz, the adver- 
fury of fiayle and Pope^ is not diftinguiflied by lively fimcy 
or profound refledion ; and even in his own country, at the 
end of a few years, his name and writings are almoft obi ite- 
rated. But his philofophy had been formed in the Ichool of 
Pocke^ his divinity in that of Limborch apd he Clercj in 9, 

long 

tSoB CB cet(e l^ngve, qucique Je ^fe ki Mtcvn Angloit amcaftadefiMilitl | 
et l46o|ieitf de Gibbon n'enseiKl pfti aflcs de Fian^ois^ nab il y laitbeaacoup 
de progrSl. 

Jefias fort content de la poBcdib etde' la douceur decanAet^deMonfieur 
wlicFili» ctjeoieitaile qoe jepoofilloi^loaniwpaikrdeiBiarae^ei 
i| f*apf4iqiie bfauooup a la lednre. 

FrmthSamftiiSami* 

A U«^ami ce 13 Aont 1751. 
Monfieor de Gibbon fepoite bien par la grace de Dien | }e Taime, etje aao 
M cxiitecmcntatcach6blni|iarceqtt*Uclldouxct MqwUe. Poaree<|«{ 
fi^iarde'fca fcmimcnH qnoiqae je oeloi lye won rien dit Ja dcflb^ fai lien 
d*e^p6craQ*il ovnfn lea yens bla^f^riti. Je le penieainfl* |Mmqn*lcaqt 
teaamcabinett aacboiadenxfivret de Qontnnrerft 90*11 a pria dana ft 

dtambiVyec^'illeaUl. llm*adiaii(deiioaaoilHrleitf&lnnablere4^ca«t 
etdovomdcflMnderlapcraiiffiondeklaiiftrnMMittraaniaDdget oeteaerdqa 

f— n n it conrthnerbdonnerde la farce b ton cofpe» e*eftl*id6eqja*ilctt% 
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long and laborious life, fcveral generations of pupils w^re 
U&^bt to tbink, and even to write ; his lefTons refcued the 
acauiemy of I^milaiuie from Calyiniftic ' prqiKticei and be 
bad the rare merit of difiufing a more liberal fpirit among 
the clergy and people of the Pays de Vaud. His fyftem of 
logic, which in the iaft fchtions has dwelled to fix tedious and 
prolix voimnes^ majF be pnUed aa a dear and medKidiGal 
abridgment of the art of iseafooing, from our finpte ideaa 

to the moft complex operations of the huimn umierftanding. 
This iyCicm I ftudtedt and meditated, and abftra^d, tiU J 
liave obtained the fiee coawand of an untveifd inftnimefit» 
vrfiicfa I ibon pieAimedlioeKeicifeonmfcadiolic opiniona. 

Pavilliard was nor unmindful that his firft talk, his moft ina- 
portant dutjf^ wa» to reclaim me kom the errors of popery. 
The intstrmuiptyre' of fySta has reisdarcd ibe -$wifr dergf 
mtte and learned on the topics of oontromfy f and I bwe 
fome of his letters in which he celebrates the dexterity of bis 
^attack, and my gradual coBcei&ons, aiter a fina and welW 
snanaged defence^. X was willing^ and { am now wiiiii^ 
to allow him ahandfome ftare o£ the hbnoar of my oonver* 

ilon : yet I muft obferve, that it was princ;naijy effected by 
my private refle^ionsi andl ftill remember my foUtary trajo- 
fport at the difeovery of e philofophical argutoent againft 
ifae dodrine of tranfiMbntiatioii : that the text of icripture, 
whtdi ieems to inculcate the real prefence, is attefted only 
by a fmglefenfc — our fight; while the real prefefKe itfelf is 
difproved.by three of <hu fenfes — the fight^ the touch, and 
the tafle^ The varioua artklea of the Romifli cieed diiap- 
peared like a dream; and after a Ml ^DeoviAioffs on ChriiK 
mas-day 1754, I received the facramcnt in the church of 
liauianne. It was here that I fufpended my religious inqui-* 
ries, ncqidefeing with HnpUcit belief in the tenets and myfte- 

rieSi 



411 Mr* CSHboD femBwg btioK lusi * a this liRfe a^my viMt a Ivjic bcid, 
iliQiDtb^ t&d uii^iBjf mdA ^bc ^ivaieft tlxfiQr* aa the bcftMiMMOCs Ast iMd 
iBffcr b(€B If fed JR ftivoiii d^opf^fm afr* OaAMifluniy I'Oiiflfi^bccmc 
^ »d torpnlontt bat he had unonmmonly {auSi booett wad ttm Ytrf aight 
made. S» 
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TitSy which are adopte(| \>f tlip |pQen4 rtiafimt ol (ii|}m^cs 
and pcotdlaats^. 

g — 1- 

j*iA|voasappniidre. SI j*ai ti«tt ttRl6« wa*\i€EMpirCMbli» ilpM^M^ 
^|aioe« iMii }e crqgroitcle ftmaine en femaine poQfoir tos anniNiccr que M«ii4 
Hear <vofrr fHs avoit <entlerement fenoiMSS auk CuMTet kWet 4|U*n avoit MpfariCt 
ffrs { mail U ^IMtu difputer le terrein jM «t|e liV pM wm^ feiHai An 
li0inme les«r, ec qui paOe rapidnrteat dHmlfoti«M)t I vn «iitf«. Smvcnt 
Aptet av4ir detruit toutes fe« id^ fur un article de manieK qQ*a ii*avoit rien 1^ 
Tepliquer, cr quMl avoudt fens detour, il me difoit qu'il ne croioit pas qu'U 
^'y ctt rico i mc rfipondre. La dcBlis je n*lti pas jug€ quMl fallAt le pouflcr ^ 
hcnif et imq^kr de lui un avta i|ye foQ ««Kiir defavoaeroit -, je M dom^ 
Alon du tons pourr^fiecbir; toaw mes U wet atofant I ^ di%oacioD ) je rm« 
pois ^ la charge qoand il in*%voiiQit qu'il avoit tei^ U ttaikv^ aufi bka fB*i| 
i*av6it pa, et enfln ]*etabU^ois une verity. 

Je raepafiaadoiaqae, quaod ]*auroitd6tniitktpr!ncipales 
iLomatne, je n*aQrois qu*i fiMre Toir que kt autres font det confequenoet dat 
-fi«mi^re«f et qu>Ues ne peuvent fubfifter qoand let ibndamcntalcs font vasnk^ 
ISesi majSy conmJtM^ ieiDtftiiitrQmp6y il^aMu craitterdnqaeartU 
de dam fim ^iter. Par la grace deDleoji je n*ai pas perdu mon xetDSt et au-* 
)0BrdKni, fi meme U oonfcnre quelfoes reftet de fes pcrnlcietifes crretirs, ]*ofe 
direqu^iho^plus menfhre de l*egiife Romaine ; Toici done od ticm s en fommet. 

pal rcoveri^ l^inlallibHlKe de l^Kfe { j^ai prcipV6 qoe jamais Sc. Pierre n*a 
Ite chef des ^pftmsf que quand il Tauroit^, le pape n*eft point fon fucccf- 
fear) qu*il eil dCMiteiix qtte St. Pierre ait jamais iii ^ Rome, mais fuppolS 
qu'il y ait ^ U n*a pu 6t6 eviquc de cette vUle : que la ttanfubftantlatlon eft 
une invention tmmaine, etpeu andcrnc dans IV^l'fe ; que l^doration de TEtt- 
charifte et le retranchement de la coupe font contrairrs ^ la psrole de Dlea i 
qpl*il y ade« (aints, rnais que nous ne favons pas qui ihs font, cc par confL-qticrtt 
qu^on ne peul paslesprierj que le rt-fpeft ct le cultc qu'on tend aux riliqucs 
eit oondaipnaisie } quSl n'y a point de purg^atoirc, ct que la uo<f^rinc des indul- 
gences eit firnflt t quelaCardmc ct les jeunes du Veudredi ct du Samctli font 
ddicules aajoafdhui, et de i» maniere que IV^Hfe Rumainc Ics prefcrits que 
|es impotationsquereglUe de Rome nous fait dc vat icr dans not re do^lrine^ ec 
^*avoir pour r^lormateurs des perfonoes don^ la Qoodiiitf ct ks tooBurs ont 6t6 
mfcandalca font entteremcn^ faw^es- 

Vout conqprenef blen» Monfleur, que ces article s font d'unc lonp^ue dlfcuf- 
flOOy qu'il a tdlu du terns Monfieur votre fils pour mcditcr mes ra loti , et 
^Kwr y cherctier det nponfes. Je lui ai demande pl« Ti^nrs fois fi mcs prcu vea 
ft mes rai^ons lui paroiiToient convalnquantes ; i 1 m\i u^ujours aflure qu 'out, die 
<ifonquej*ofeairureraufli,oommejeklui a dit a lu memc il y a peu dc cems, 
^ 'ftt^arMt ptaacMhoUfaqRomaiii, Je mc flaue qu*i^re& avoir obtenu 1^ 
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SmcIh from my arrival at Laufiinne, during the firft eiglW 
Itaen or twenty monthf (July 1753— March 1755)9 were 
my ufeful ftudie9> the feundatidn of all my future improve^ 
ments. But every roan who r'hfcs above the c nminon level 
has received two cduc^ations ; the firft from his teachers | 
the feoond| more peribiul and more impeitan^ from him« 
felf. He will not, like the ftnatiti of the laft age, define 

the mnniciu of grace; but he caiino.t ior^ct the acra of his 
ItlC) in which his ipfnd has e?cpaude«i to ks proper form and 
dimenftons. My worthy tutor had the good fenfe and mo- 
deHy to diicern how fiur he could !?e ufeful ; as (bon as ht 
felt that I advanced beyond his fpecd and meafure, h( wifely 
kit me to my genius ^ aud the hours oi ic^bn were loon loft 
* In the voluntary labour of the whole morning, and fome- 
times of the whole day. The defire of prolonging my time, 

graduiiliy 
« » 

vifloire fur ceiartitlos, jc I'jDi.ii fur k rci\r avrc Ic fccouri dc Dicu. Telle-* 
mcnt t|Uo jc compte vous maiqutr d.ins ycu cjuc ccttcouvrarc cil fmi ^ jc 
dois vous dircencoic que» quoique j'ai tiouvu M. votre fih Cici icrmc dans fet 
idccsy jc r<ti tiouv6 riifonnabky qu*il &*c(l rendu i l.i lumierc, ctqu'iln*ff^ 
pas, ce qu'on appcile, clucaneur. Par ripf'oi t a Tnt ticlc du jminc le Vrndredi 
Cl Same fli, long icnu apiua tjvic jc vuui cus cent cjn'jl n'jivon j;>ni.iif. ni.irqui 
qu'il vouliit I'obfcrvcr^ environ Ic commcr>ccjTJciu (Id dc M;iis jr iu'«p|>rr- 
<-u5 im Vcndicdi i|u il nenvingcoit ))oint de vianUc i jc iui pafi.iii m particulier 
|;our cn la volt Li raifon, criignant que cc ne fut p»r indifpofition j il me re- 
{.OMc^it qu il Tavoit fait I deffein, et qu*il avoit cru £trc oblige de fe confbrmer 
J la pratique d'une cglife dont il ctpit me|nbre i nouiparlAmetquclqiu iciti^ i jr 
ce fujet ; il m^aH'ura qu'il |i*envilagcoit cela que c*mmc une pr;<ti[;tic hum\e » 
lavriitc, rt qu'il dcvoitXulvre, quoiquM no Ia cixi pas Taintc en illt mrme, 
ni d inrtitution divine. Jc nc crui pas devoir uilUlcr pour |or$, nl Ir toiccr .» 
iigir centre fcs liimietei : j'ai traiti cet ftrliclc qui crt ccrtainrnidn ux\ dcs 
^nlns importansy dct motna ibndli} et cependant d ni'a lallu im tcnis confi- 
dciai)lc pour le d.ctrpmpier» etpour lui tr4re cpmjjrciulu iju'U .ivoit tott dt i>"au 
/ujettirikla pratique d*une ^gli/c qu'il nc rcconnoiifoit plus pour ndadhl U ; cji^ 
fl meme cette pratique avoit eu quelquc uiilitc dani fon inHitution, ct)H idant 
<lli. n'en avoit aucunc en ellc uicmt, puis qu'cllc ne coniiifmoit rn r rn a l.t 
piitctc dcs(ua:ur&» qu'ainfi iln'y avoitaucune rttifony ni dan& i iidUiuuur^ dc 
celte pratique, ni dans la pratique cl!e mtmr, qui I'jutorifJit u s'y louma- 
tre: qu'aujourdhul ce n'etoit qu'une affaire d'interct, puii qu'avcc dr i ui^tnt 
on ohtenoit des difpenfes pour man^r grat» &c de manicrcque jc \'a\ lamcnc 
h la Uberti Ckretienne avcc l>caucoup de peine ct fculcmcnl dcpuii* quci«jucs fc- 
jmainet. Je Pal engage a vou$ 4ci ire, pour vous nuuiilcllcr ks feniimcna cu 
cft| et Tctiit dc la fanto ^ et je crois qu'il i'a Uit. 
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gradually confirmed the fiduUry habit of early rlfing ; ta 
ivfatch I have alwaya adhered) mik (omt repud to realbfis> 
and {itvationsr but it is happy for my eyes and my health, 

that my temperate ardour has never been feduced to trcfpafs^ 
€a the hours of the night During the laft th^ee years of 
my refidence at Laufiume^ I may aftime the merit of icrioiia> 
and iolid applicaden $ but I am tempted tm diftinguifh the 
laft eight months of the year 1755, as the period of the 
moii extraordinary diligence and rapid progre£l*» In my 
Fiench and Latin tranflatioiis I adopted an excdkntmetfaod^ 
which, from my own iucce6y I would recommend to the 
imitation of ftiidcnts. I chofe fome clalTic writer, fuch as 
Cicero and Vcrtot, the moik approved for purity and cle* 
ganoe of ftyle. I tranflaied^ Ibr inftanoe, an epiftie of Ci- 
ttro into French ; and after dirowing it afSde^ till the word» 
and phrafcs were oblUerated from my memory, I re-tranflat* 
cd toy French into fuch Latin as I could find ^ and then 
compared eaeh fentence of my imperfe^ verdoi^ with the 
cafe, die grace, die propriety of the Roman orator* A 
£milar experiment was made on feveral pages of the Revo* 
iutions of Vertot ; I turned them into Latin, returned theiu 
after a fufficient interval into my own French and again 
Icnitinized the refemblance or difltmilitude of the copy and 
the original. By degrees I was left afhamed, by degrees I 
jwas more iatisiied with mjfelf : and I perfevered in the 

pra^ice 

• JovKNAt, DeoeittberT755.1— In fioUbin; this year, I muft remirk how 
fafovable it was to my ftudies. In the fpace of eiglic nonchty from tlit be* 
l^aiung of April, 1 learned the prindpltt of drawing ; made mfielf complete 
mafter of the French and Latin laagoi^y with which 1 was very liiperficially 
acqu:unted hefore> and wrote and tranilated a great deal In both read Cicero*a 
l^iilkiad Fanuliare:iy hitBrataty att his Orations, his Dialogues de Amicltid> 
jad fh Scnedute ; Terence, twice i and PIIny*s Epiftlcs. In French, Gian- 
swoe^s HiAory of Naples, and 1* Abbi Bonnier** Mythology, and M. 4e Bot- 
hat*s Menaoin fur la Suifll-, and wrote a very ample relation of my totnv I 
Ckewife began to (ludy Greek, and went through the Grammar. I begun to 
■sake very large colled ions of what i real But what I eftecm moft of all^ 
from the perulal and mediution of De Croufaz^s Logic, 1 not only underAood 
the principles of that fcience, bot fonncd my mind » A babifi o£ thinking; and 
itiiwhTt I h^-niT Hnt irf trrfirrrr 
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pnS&et of tiiefe double tivnflatlonS) whicK iAM tt^fenl^ 

books, till I had acquired the knowledge of both idionos 
and the tommand at icaft of a corredl {\yh, This ufeful 
txereife of writing was accompanied and fucceeded by the 
. more pleafing occupation of reading the beft authors* The 

fjcrufai of the Roman claflic^s was at or.cc my exercif>: and 
reward. Dr. Middletoa's Miftory, which I then appreci* 
ated above it» tnte valuer naturally dire^ed me to the writ<* 
ings of Cicera The moft perfect editions, that of Oliveti 
which may adorn the (helves of the rich, that of Knu ftij 
which ihould lie on the table of the learned, were not in my 
poweti For the ^miliar epiftles I ufed the text and Engliili 
commentary of BilhopRofst but my general edition was 
that of Verburgius, puhlillicd at Amfterdam in two large 
volumes la folio^ with an indtfFerent choice of various notes* 
I read^ with application and pleafute^ aJl the epiftles, all the 
orations^ and the moft important treatifes of rhetoric and 
philofophy ; and as I read, I applauded the obfervation of 
Quintillian, that every ftudcnt may judge of his own pro- 
ficiency, by the fatisfa^lon which he receives from the Ro- , 
man orator. I tafted the beauties of language) I breatfaefl 
the fpirit of freedom, and I imbibed from his precepts and 
examples the public and private fenfe of a man* Cicero in 
Latiui and Xenophon in Greek| are indeed the two ancients 
whom I would firft propofe to a liberal fcholar i not only 
for the merit of their ftyle and fentiments, but for the admi- 
rable leHbos, which may be applied almoik to every iicuation 
of public and private life* Cicero's Epiftles may in pani* 
far afford die OMideb of every ftcm of correipondencq from 
the carelefs efFufions of tenderncfs and frlendfhip^ to the 
well-guarded declaration of difcreet and dignified refentment. 
After finifhing this great autbory a library of eloquence and 
redbiii I formed a more extenfive plan of revfewing the 
Latin claffics*, under the four diviAons of» I. hiftorians, 2. 

poecst 

• JauRNAT. , J:\nuary 1756.]— I determined to read oxcrthc Latin authon 
19 order j and read tliis /ear» Virsi^* Vcikiuft i^Mcccuius^ Va. 

krius 
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pCKtB^ 3^^ orators» and 4. phtldbphers^ in % chronological 
krltSy from the days of Plautus and Salhif^, to the decline 

of the language and empire of Rome: and this plan> In the 
hSt twenty-fevcn months of my refidcnce at Laufanne (Ja- 
iiitary i756<^April 1759)9 1 ntarif acoompHflKd. Nor was 
this review^ however rapid^ either hafty or fuperficiaL I 
indulj^cd myfelf in a fecond, and even a third perulal of 
Terence, Virgil, Horace, Tacitu% and iludied to im- 
bibe the fienfe and ^rit moft congenial to my own.* I never 
faffered » difficult or corrupt ^tafTage to efeape, till I hail 
Tiewed it in every light of which it was fufceptihJe t though 
often diiapfyointedy I always con faked the moik learned or 
kigenious commentators, TorrentiiisandDacier oaHoracey 
C«trott and Servios on Virgily Lipftus on Tacitosy Mezi«* 

riac on Ovid, &c. ; and in the ardour of my inquiries, I 
embraced a large circle of hiitorical and critical erudition. 
My abllra^s of each book were made in the French Jan-* 
gu9^: my obferfations often^ branchad into particular e& 

fays ; and I can ft ill rciu], without contcmpty a difTertaiion 
of eight folio pages on eight lines (2&7-— 194) of the fourth 
Georgic .of VirgiU Mr* Dey verdton> my friend* vthoki' 
name will be frequently repeated^ had joined with equal zea)^ 
liiou^h not with equal pcifiL'verance, in the fainc undertak- 
ing. To him circry thought, every compofition, was in- . 
ftantly commoiiicated^ with him I enjoyed the bene&ts of » 
free conrerlarion on the topics of oar common ftudies. 

But it is f<iarccly poffiblc for a mind endowed with any 
adtive curiofity to be long converfant with the Latin clalBcSy 
without afpiring to know the Greek originals, whom they 
celebrate as their roafters, and of wbosa tbey £» wannly 
coRimeiKl the iiudy and imUiiaon 

- ■ V qs exemplarta Grsecu 
No(^ma veriiite manu, veri^ite duirnd. 

it 

T«micc» and tncratioi. I illb rod and mcdiMcd Ucke upon the Uwter- 
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It was now that I regretted the early years which h id been 
wailed in iickne(s or idlenefs, or mere idle reading i that I 
' condemned the perverfe method of our fchoolmaftersj vtho^ 

firft teaching the modier*lahguage, might defcend with , 
fo much eafe and perfpicuity to the origin and etymology of 
a derivative idiom. In the nineteenth year of my age I de- 
termined to fupply this defed j and the leflons of PaviUiard* 
again contributed to fmooth the entiance of the way, the 
' Greek alphabet, the grammar, and the pronunciation ac- 
cording to the French accent. At my earnell requell we 
prefumed to open the Iliad i and I had the pieafure of behold- 
ing, though darkly and through a glafs» the true image of 
Homer, whom I had long fince admired in an EngliHi drefs. 
After my tutor had left me to myfelf, I worked my way 
through about half the Iliad, and afterwards interpreted alone 
a large portion of Xenophon and Herodotus. But my ar* 
dour, deftitute of aid and emulation, was gradually cooledy 
and, from the barren talk of fearching words iu a lexicon, 
I withdrew to the free and familiar converfation of Virgil 
and Tacitus. Yet in my reiidence at Laufanne I had laid a 
folid foundation, which enabled me, in a more propitious 

ieafon, to piofecute the ftudy of Grecian literature. 

From a blind idea of the ufefulnefs of fuch abilract fci- 
ence, my (ather had been defirous, and even preffing, that 
I fliould devote ibme time to theumatheauttic$*| nor could 

I rcluiG 

♦ EjttraH cf a Letter/rm M, Pavilliaro ftf-EuwAXB Gibbon, t^. 

liBiifieiir, January nth, 1757. 

V«ga awes fbahalul <|m Mooflear tj9Cit fib s'appliqult k Palgebre j k goal 
qoll apoer kt ballet kccm hit fiJibitappfcbendre ^eralgabre ne nviilit I fet 
Iciidca finvritets je tei ai pcffiiadi^*jl ne fafiaibit pas me juAeidSa de oettt 
partae dca mathenatiqaeai VMBtm voaa doit, jointe I mn raifi)Oi» 
roQte detmninll a co fidi* on tow, Je ne craioii pas qu*«vec cetie re« 
pupMnce 11 7 At de gnoid progr6a s je me Ibia troinpc: U f^t bien tout e« 
6at| ileftaxafti ftek$ont» U s*a|>plM|iie a liit avant la Ic^on, ct U 
icpaA mtQ fiBin, de nanicre q|ii*il awaocr beaueovp,. et plus que je ne me 
faab attendttt U aft cfaarali d'atelr commencd,. et je peafe qu*il fenim 
fciji mtn dt faoiMrie^'ae fw «r teir m ltd pfcarira que fcpt ^ haie 

Riois* 
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winters I attended the private lectures of Monfieur de 
Tskpoam^ who explained the elements of algebra and 
gWBw er y ^ as ftr as the conic iedions of tiie Marqoit 
I'HApitali and appeared iktisfied with my diligence and 

im{irovement*4 But as my childiih prupcnfity for uum* 
V0L4L F bera 

moil. Pendant qu'il fait fes lecons, il ne s\ A point relach6 fiir fcK a«- 
tr« etudes; il avancr heaucoup d<ins Ic Grfc, ct il a prefque lu la moiti€ 
»lc I'lliaclr d'Homerc j je lui fais legulit-Tcmcnc dcs lerons fur cpt auteur: 
il a auffi iini les HiflorienS Latins; tl cn ti\ i prefent aux Poetes ; ct 
il a lu entierement Plautc ct Terence, et bientot U aura fini Lucrece. Avl 
rcfte, il ne Jit pas ces auteurs a la legSre, il vcut s*eclaircir fur tout j dt- f39on 
qu'avec Ic geaic )U*U rexceUente meawire c£ TappUcatioOj U ira k>ia dans 
kt ficieoces. 

J'ai eu rtionneur de vous dire ci-devantj que malgre fes ^des il vcqroit 
compa^nk I jc pui» vous ie dire encore aujourd^ huU 

FrMM tAe Sam* to the Sam* 

lioodearii Jail. 149 175!. 

J*ai ra rhooneaf de vous &rire ie a; JuUkt ct ie ft^ Sbre paflSs, ct 
|e f«M il mida cbmptc de la dea ftudes et de Ik conduite de Man- 
flew wtn file. Je n^ai rien S ajouter i toot ce que je yHom eft a! ditt 
U k pMCt ymWmi mx bien p«r ia giaoe de Dleu : il ccfDClirae ik In* 
ditt aise appUcationy et je puis foat afltarer qa*U ^ des progrk eeofl* 
dmUoi dans lea itudet, ct il ^e iait e a t i toe m ent elliiner par feaa ceax 
ftf l» wame a ft n t , ' et j*efpere que quand il vdia montrert en detail c# 
fiPll Ms vow en ftres tris content. Im Bellea liettmquiftntfimltnde 
ftwriletteroaclqient pas «nti6reflient| il contlnae lea maihtattiqueiy ec 
IMMtar wlriAire quHl n't jamaia vn peilbnne avaneer aiitant que 
M Mir pUad*anlear et d*appltcatioii qu'il ii*cn a* Son g6iile hea« 
ikia.fk,|Miinnt ell febonddpar unC nfimoire dea plus heaicufei, telle- . 
wm ^u'JI Saddle preique rieii de ee qui*! appcend. Je n'ai pea moina 
iai MBa fMRttC de Ik conduite } quoiqu*il toidie iwauooupi if voit ce« 

mala U ne voit que det pedbnoeB doot le commerce pent 



• JouKMAiii January 1757*]— 1 began to ftudy alkjcbra under M.^ de 
Traytorrcns, went through the elennents ot algebra and geometry, and the 
three firft books of the Marquii de i'Hdpital's Conic Sedton.. 1 alia read Ti- 
bullus, Catullui, Fropcitius, Horace (with Dacicr's and i orreiKiUb';, notes), 
Virgii, U¥id*s Lpiftles, with Mrzlriao's Conunciuary, the Ars AiDandi, and 
the ElrHes ; likewii'c the Auguilui and Tiberius of Suetonius, and a Latin 
tnnAat«oD of Dion CaHius^ iirom tUe death of Julius Ciefar to t^e death of Au« 

guUus. 
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kfTi md stflculitioni Ms tiCilly ttakn^ I w$ contiiic 
t9 rtociri the paAive impKfion of my Prefrflbr't kC'i' 

tures, without any a£llvc exercifc of my own pr>wcri>. 
Ai loon il I unJcrftood the priucijiki, I reliuquiiiicii ior 
evtr the purfuit of th« mathmftticf i nor ctn 1 tament 
that I dMiAedf before any trnni wu hardened by the habtt 
d rigid demonftration, fo dedrui^ive of the fiiu r fctl- 
ings of moral evidence, which muft, however, determine 
the aAions and opiniont of our livet. I liftencd with 
more pleafure to the propofal of ftudying the bw of na* 
Cure and national wfaieh wai taught iii the academy of 
Laufannc by Mr. Vicat, a pKilclior of fuiiie learning and 
reputation. Buf, inf^ead of attending his public or pri* 
, vate courfe, I prckned in wy clofet the leflbns of hia 
maftcri, and my own reafoit* Without bring difguded 
by Grotius or Puftndorf, I Oudicd in their writings the 
duties of a man, the rights of a citizen, the theory of juf** 
tice (it iai alaal a theory), and the iawa of peace and 
war, which have had fome influence on the pra<Slice of 
modern Europe* My fatigues were alleviated by the good 
feai^ of tbair commentator Barbeyrac. Lockers 'irm» 
M of Oovemmcnt ^nftnM^bd mo in tbv bmnrledge of 
WhfGj principles, whfcfl are rather fomdcd in r^fon than 
ex|H;ricnce i but my ddiglu w.is in the frequent pcmfal 
of MoTitef(|iii6U, whofe energy of ilykf and boldncfs of 
l iyp orti ofay w«ro po wPi if td to awatoi ami Ahmilaae abe 
gcnioa of Che age. The logic of De Crouftz had pre- 
pared me to engage with his mailer Locice, and \u* 
tagontil tfkylc ; of whom the former mojr bo itkd a» • 
htUkf and the hrtiar ^Uad aa • ^iff, to the curiofiff 
of a young pbiloTophcn According to the nature of ehef r 

rcipectivc 

gtlrtui. 1 ulfo '■^rt'.nii'''^ n»y cf>iTef]>on4tnc« Ixrsrufi l ift: yc rjj M. Allcmaud 

df Ber, an'1 rt i- 1^ ;t>rr')r Brclthijtrof ^UTicti J lod Opened a OM wUJi tb# 
ff B. Lart ytaranfl ihU, I rea^i Sr jolm » Oo()itfl, wliUpjrtof Xtnoplioii't 
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*0ft Mmtt 0t mm fnoatb (SepttnAer ^ift-^OMur 

lOdi, fJSS) ^ rrwarJ an<J fcU%atton of fiif aifidiMW 
ftudiet^. I'ht' fiiibion of climbing uiountatnt ^Tjd 
reviewffif sIm; Giacferty had not jet been introduced bf 

But At poliikal fin At oovntrf k not Idk ikmA' 



#•#••#•••#####•###• 

Mft fw bat a 0»dlJa|^ nd tialkMr mil 1 f» ^ IfiviiMiy KMfiiM^ 

fMM^ flii Bcfflu Thf «lfip wfll bt «f ilM iwr mIbii Ait / 

Jifr /id # Amt /rMT jp««r vKM/MTf /fir sM. A» my 6cfcir M 

me k«v« t0 kam wlut I M a rr^i'!, I have kariMi «t ffli^ aodkM 

• ^ to my Attdk*. I M # frrat mmi§ ^ilfmMB fcople ,bMi| i» 

I Ml ^^i^im-4n We wlii9 l^wdi tftf ImA mooi)^ 1 am be wtioift 
Ikt liltcfi I ttAI <bat my baid pramrM to femd 

mm Wmr^ ^ lufy' I bay* fftMiu^'^ lor Hi but if fei WiM 
Mtar §kth hi 40itfgtM fiMir t never £1^ T^'tiai tea* 
m§mi tbef fi too rwr to «^ <i|rfMM»ailiiy asilbry kiir at^MM 
fiMA If fm my opiiMOtt) die moA pmhm part c€ a man'* Ji^r, 
MMVi would be, to fpend tkm m^itittf at LmfyMt i tor tbongb it ii a 
fHjr flii r^K* to ai/ju'irt tfKf air of faod com|>aoy and ibr Franc;^ * 
fnr have no fiood prototfvr» To fpend (1 Uf) tbe winter at tami^MK ^ 
fi into Inffand to tot mj frkndt a covple of mootbi, mtA ahm ^km» 
initfi my ftodkf, eitber at Cambrtd^ (for sf'^^r wfiit baf (ro^ one ohu 
IMX tboik of Oxtord), or at an Uniircrfty Ir ff /b.r,'^ If fm tk^ ^km 
$dktm$p ttM ym m$ fr^ptft U /# my father ly MsUsift «r fmthiif 
feat t4rt4in crtdu tver Mm f I fetfot to aOt yow wbetber» in afe f iiffcar 
mritea to ceD me of mt MMtiif^f would yov tdv/ft me to com yJ iowpt n^r 
moiber4n-lawl lUMliu llyiwiitfiii <lfwy i>fiiir» liiti tmtk'm^ 
•i&yibontic 

1 have breri tfivf ^ty wrft^nir you ttJt tetter , ttit |>rcpand«M ftrniar 
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bad not an opp >[ uiuir^^ of perfonaUy confultinpf. i. In 
tile p9n49l «f V^lb (x^^* 44*) I ^ ttopp^ 

^ feMM in n «f ifmiM^ «kicli«MMlie 

'^i iiii co.r. vicurator^ diiU'rnble, or confcfs their perplexity. 
I| oQQur£«ii C9 change of a fiQgif iotcrt bjft 

iiibftitiiQpf itffff ioAMfll ^ •dmt n^ifht reftont « clew «ral( 

in fpl^ lefs partial than my own. I aJcirclTed myfeif to 
I^. Cre^dor*) th? facfdlar Kul^in, and ^ profcfibr in 

Hqlitcs praUM my [ng^nmy,^ and a^iopted my QOfijec- 

$UI«» ^ I maintained a Litm co^n. f^joadcnce, at 
^tncm^ifnousit ^ d&ttwmdi in my own naixif) with Pron 

tmgim Ribl^ la f«f fr f ^ycut kfitM fpp dUcuil^pdi amy 

qu^ftions a:.L.q'.ntY, many pafiages of t)i© L^^i\ clat- 
Mn&ngM iif w finni mv bJiiMA o£ aniMi^laiiBJ 

fpoufnefs L.t my ftrength, when I could llaud 'in free tW- 
K^p^ agi|taft ^ crkiq <»£ fuc^ c^infpC^ mid fruin n. ^ 

o)4 c<>v«rQd h^if a flb«et of p^pcc with the fooliA 
^UO^^^tiQU of his tiroes and MUiC^. 4. H'Off^ir 
(qf% g| F^ri^ 2ltfii»cht and QoTt jftpij ttr 

^ Pitto^ Vi. VII. and VUI. ' 



Digrtized by Google 



,7J MSMOIRS OF 

furcs to keep ; and i much M\ycB: that he never ihewcd me 
the true coioufs of his fecret fcepticiim« 

Be^^r* I WBi rcoiM from SwitsMiand, I had fttil* 
f9S6ioa nf iaeing the moft taaxm^rnxj man of tlw agei 

a poet, an hiiiorian, a philolopher, who has filled thirty 
guartoiy of profe and V6rie> with his various produ6tions> 
oitai ei^eitt« 4iid alwayf cntartaitiing* Noed I add the 
name of Voltaire f After forfeiting, by hti own miibondaAi 
the friendfhip of the fii it of kings, he retired, at the age of 
iixc/t with a pleimiul fortune) to a free and bcautitui coun^ 
trjr» and redded two winters (1757 and 1758) in the town 
pr neighbourhood of Lanfanne. My defire . of beholding 

Voltaire, vvhnm I then rated above lub real magnitude, was 
cafUy gratified. He received me with civility as an ii.ngli(h 
youth i byt I oani^ot boaft of any peculiar notice or di^inc« 
tion, Firgili$m vidi timikfm 

The ode v/hich he couipofed on his firft arrival on the 
banks of the Leman Lake, Q Mai/on d'jrijiippe! 0 Jar'* 
din d*JSfkurg^ i^c* hanjf been imparled at a fecret to the gen-* 
' tlenuui hj whqm I waa introduced. He allowed me to read 
it twice i I knew it by heart ; and as my difcreiion was not 
equal to my memory, the author was foon diipic^kd by the 
circulation of a copy. In writing this trivial anecdote, I 
wiihed to ohferve whether my memory waa impaired^ and 
I have the comfort of finding that every line of the poem 
is flill engraved in frefti^and indelible chara£Vers. The 
higbeil gratification which X derived trom Voluire's reii-*' 
dence at jLaufanne, waa (he uncommon ctrcumftanco of 
hearing a great poet declaim his own productions pn the 

flagc. He had foriiied a cotnpany of gentlemen and la- 
dieS| fome oi whom were not dellitute of talents* A 
decent theatre was frame(l at Monreposi a cquntry«-houfe 
at the end of a fuburb; drefles luid fcenes were provided 
at the expence ( f the aiStors ; and the author dire6ied 
the rehearfals with the zeal and attention of paternai love. 
In two fucceffive winters his tragedies of Zayre, Al- 
zire^ Zulimey.and his ientimental comedy of the Enfant 

Prodigucj 
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f rodigtf^ were played at the theatre of Monrepos. VoU 
taire rqpfdeiited tfac diaiadsers beft adbpced to his ytm^ 
XM&gjamtt Alv«rlx, Bcnaftr, Eii^eiiion. Hit declanm* 

tion was foUiioned to the pomp and cadence of the old f^-ige j 
and he exprefied the cnchufiaixn of poetry, rather than tiie 
Ibding^cf natitre* My wdowt^ vfhkh foon became con* 
* ^ncuoue, (Mem &iied of imctiring me a ticket The Ka* 
bits ot plealure fortified my tafl^e for the French theatre, and 
ihat tafte has perhi^abared my idolatry for the gigantic 
nius of Shakcfpcarei which is inculcated from our infancj 
as the firft duty of an ]Engliflunan, The wit and pfiiloibphjr 

of V^oUairc, his tabic and theatre, refined, in a vifible degree, 
the manners of Laufanne j and, however addided to iludy, 
Zenjojedmy ihareof the amufementsof focietjr. Atorcfae 
xeprcfentation of Monrepos I fomerimes fupped with the 
a£iors. I was now ^miliar in fome, and acquainted in 
snany houfes i and my evenings were generally devoted to 
cards and cotiver&tioQ» either in private parties or nume» 
rous ademWieSt 

I hefitate, from the apprchenfion of ridicule, when I ap-» 
proach the delicate fubjecSl of my early fove. By this word 
I do not mean the polite attention, the gallantry, without 
hope or defign, whidi has originsted in the fpirit of chivai«- 
r}', and is interwoven with the texture of French manners. 
I underi^and by this paffion the union of defire, friendfhip, 
and tendernefS} which is inflamed by a fingle female, which 
prefers her to the reft of her fex^ am) which feelcs her pof- 
feffionas the fupreme or the (ble happinefs of our being. I 
need not blu(h at recolle<^king the obje6i of my choice; 
and though mylovewasdiftppointedof fuccefsi I am rather 
proud that I was once capable of feeling (tich a pi|re ar)4 
exalted fentiment. The perfonal attr^£tions of Mademoi* 
felle Su(an Curchod were embelliihed by the virtues and ta- 
lents of the mind. Her fortune was humble, but her 
intly was rel(>e£bble« Her mother, a native of Fran^i 
1^ prefierred her religion to her country. The profeilion 
' ' of 
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cf her futber did not cxtinguifli the moderation nnd pluLfo- 
phy of teaipcr, and he lived content with a finail faiarjr 
9q4 I^ridfif diiQw m llKpbfoiarc Jot of ninifter CndTjit 
iQ liip mo^wt^it^ that AiimiB die Psjk <k Vaui from d« 

IB^ntyof Burgundy*. In the foluiiJc of fequeftered vil- 
l4ge b^^pwed a Hbcral,. and ev^n iearucd, education on 
I4l only daMghtfr. Sbe furpaflU to iK>pes bj kmr ppalick»- 
c; i{i th^ feifiliMi 9oA lajfignagcs ) and In Ker fiiort vtfits to , 
ibmc reUtioi\i) at Laufanne, the wit, the beauty, and erudi- 
tion of Miideqioifcile Curchod were the theme of univerial 
^pplaufc. The refKirt of i^k z Iirciidig3t awakcaed mf an* 
w^Atfi I frw fiwi IqvaiL I fomd htr iearned without pa- 
dantry^ lively in converfetion, pure in ftntimcnt, and ele- 
gant in man«)ers j and the firil tuddea emouon wag ibrtiiied 
bj th^t^bit^ ikmi kiMmladgo of amtto teiiiliaran|iMiiBtanca 
S^B^V^it^i^ tq tnalie lier two or three vtfits at ber &r 
tbet'^ ^Qilfe. I paAed fowe happy days therc^ in the moun-* 
xms ui Bini;m*u) , and her pareiu^ bonourably encouraged 
tiie cotuiedioa, la a calm retirement the gaj vanity ci 

♦ HxiniMs Jiam the ^qt^M^L ' , 

March 1757. J wrote fome critical obfcrvations upon 1 l.(i.:'-U-S. 

Wwrfi 14k I wrett a lon^ differtarion on fome linc^ of VlrtriU 

JWfV (Air MadtnaoiMfi Curchod— Owiwwi -aiKiU Mn9f, tt rm ce^ 

Avgvft. I wcot to Crafly t and ^aid ^v^ da^i. 
9epu t sOt, I went to Geneva. 

f fdb I came htuek to Laufanne, havin;: [.ari' , ! r!,rot)?h Cr-jfTy-. 
^ov. ^ IWttevifitM-de Wattcvhk ai Lc.n, aiid fciw TvIademuU 

iUift Cufchod ia ij»y way throu^^u RoUe. 
|r<l»?. 17th. ^woittO&airy, and iuad there fix days, 
Jan. 1753. Ihdiethre^ firft months cf this year 1 read Ovid's Mttamor- 
ptlO^, ftnifhed the ccnic fe<Elions with M. de Tra) ion ens, 
ind went as far a^i ihc in6»ice fenc'i ; 1 likewifc r^-ad Sir • 

vacioM upon it. 

Jan. a|d. I faw Alzire aAed by the fociety at Monrcpos. \ Ita u iC.zd 
Atvtces } D*Hermancht«, Zajnorc ; de 

tom } M* de Occtlly Monteze j ar4d Maa^iic Dcuys, Ai- 
aire. 
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judUl)^ \fm§ix i^ttcfei in \m bofom ; fhe Itftcntd to tfct 
voice of truth and paffioci, and I miglityMfani^ to hop^ tint 

I had made kmc impreffion on a virtuous hf art. At Crafly 

and Laufanne I indulged my dream of Micky: but on my 
return to England, I foon difoovered that my father would 
not hear of this ftran^ aUtance, and that without his cocw 
fentlwas myfelf deftltute and helplcfs. After a painful 

ftiiiggle I yielded to my fate: T fig^hed as a liiver, I obeyed 
ji8 a Ton * i my wound was infenfibly healed by time, ab- 
fefvce^ and the h^ki^ pi « n^w life* M)F IW 
rated By a faithfgj re^rt of the tranquillity an^ cheerf^riatif 

of the lady herfelf, and my love fubiidcd n\ fiieruifblp aiid 
ellceni. The niiaiiier of Cr^ifly foon afterwards diedj bis 

ft>9^4 <Uc4 Yf'^ hinoi: hif 4»agbw W^k^ Q^tun^ 

>vhere, by t^ia^htng yoimg ladies, ftc earilld a bani MU* 

tence for hv^i ulf and her mother ] but in her lovveft diftrefs 
^ ^^nt^lned ^ f(iQidefs ^eput^tion:^ ai^ adigoi^ b^h^^vi- 
dur* A ri^ hj^nlpett of Pari^ |k citizen 9^ ^e^i^vai Mlhr 
^oo4 fortune and ggod fenfe to difcover ai^c^ poiieft this inei^ 

jimable trcafurc ; and in the capital of tafte and luxury fhc 
rciiftvd the ^^ipgi^ti.OQ« of wealth, 4s flxe bad fuftairted tht 
)»jirdj(lbi|ps of uidi|;(wc* Thfi genius of Ijus^ hulbaad ha» 
^t<(^ h'm to the inqft coi^picuous ftatk^ in Europe* la 

every cnaii^c of profperity and di^race be has^ reclined oa 
tb^ Mpox ^ ^ faithful friemd » and l^ademoifcilc Curcbp4 

np^ the wtfQ of M» Nciclfar,, the miai^^ 3(4 m^gi^ 
Ic^idator, of fins French noonacchy, 

W' hatfoevcr have been the fruits of educa^ioOp they 
ii\ui^ be aic(ib.ed to the fojrtuna^e baniCbment which placed 
at Lauianne. I have fometimes applied to my own fate 
the verfes of Pindar, which remind an Olympic champion 
;hat his vidtory \k^i. t^ caa&^iwtoee o£ hi& exila; and that 

at 

♦ 

• See Oeovres <fe Rouflfcitti tmQiy xx3cUS« ^ 9$^ 99. ofitnw editkm. As 
an mthor 1 ihaU not appeal from ^ indgnifntji gr. tsOf » or caprice of Jum 
t bat that extiaorditiar|( man* vfivftV^ I. vkokif^V^ pitjrt ihonki have 

^ Offlcipititf 19. con^^ncwni tht lP9|aJl cl^^ ^.^^ ^ ^ 
Aianficr* 
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«t home, filet a dbmeftic fowl, bis dap ml|^ tum idhd 
away inactive or inglorioui. 

Si ^ ^irii J^flidntfm 

• If my childifh revolt againft the religion of my cotintiy had 
IKK Gripped mc in time of mj academic gown, the five im^ 
porfint fekftf (o HberiRy improred in tfae ftodict and ooo* i 
Verittfofi of Latifanne, would tiave heen fteepcd in pore atid 
prejudice among the monks of Oxford. Had the farif>uf of 
idkneff cocppelled me to ready the path of learning woukl 
not have been efdtg;htened bjr a lajr of phliofephic Imdoflk 
I fliottid have grdwn to manhood ignorant of the lifc and 

language of fJuropr, 2nd my knriwlcdgr of the world 
would have been conEned to an jtngliih cloiArr. But my I 
rehgioai error fixed me at LauGumei in a ftate of bantfltment i 
and di^race. The rigid courfe of dUHpHne and aMIneneei 

to which 1 was condemned, invigorated the conftitution of | 
my mind and body » povet ty and pride eftrangcd nie from 
my countrymen. One mischief, however, and tn their eyea 
a ferious and irreparable mifdiief, was derived from thcfnc* 
reft of my Swift education : I had ceafed to be an Englifli- 
man. At the flexible period of yr)|jth, from the a;;e of fix- 
teen to twenty-onc> my opinionji, habits, and featimeott 
Hrere caft in a foreign mould 1 the ^int and diilant ranm- 

bfanca 

* Half liWfhfaiMlurd of Mart, M hom^ | 
EnsfigM itt fall 4oami^jm, 
wafUi Willi imdlfne wan, 
IiifkHridpt M*fi cfioq fym thy vi^ roui Uoom t \ 
Hid HOC JMidoii*« eMI bfolH 
tl^rfl*d riitt hotn thy nilhrir Ctift, 
Add df(v*aitiM with iMTi floriottftto^ 
Tb* Oijm^ crowa tn Fi/a't pbiA to AiMl. m/U PiUtr, 
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brance of England wa^ alnnoft obliterated j my native lan- 
guage was grown lels familiar i and I ihould have cheerM-* 
ly accepted the pffer of a modetate independence dn tiio 
terms of perpetud exile^ Bythegoodfenie and temper of . 
Pavilliard my yoke was infenfibly lightened: he left me 
mUiler of my timt and adiona i but he could neither change 
mjriituationt nor increafe my allowance^ and with 6ie pro* 
frefs of my years and reafen I impatiently ftghed for the 
n^oment of my deliverance. At length, in the Spring of 
the year one thouiaod feven hundred and fifty-eight, my fa* 
tfaer iignified bis permiffion* and his pleafure that I ihoold 
immediatdy return home. We were then in the midft 4if a 
war : the refentment of the French at oar talcing their (hips 
without a declaration, had rendered that polite nation fome- 
what peeviih and difficult. They denied a pailage to £flg« 
lifli travellerSf • and the road through Germany was circot- 
tous, toiirome, and perhaps in the neighbourhood of the ar- 
mies, expofed to ibme danger. In this perplexity, two 
Swift officers of my acquaintance in the Dutch fervicet 
who were returning to their garrifons, offered to condoft 
nae through France as one of their companions ; nor did we 
fufficiently reflect that my borrowed name and regimentals 
might have, been confidered, in cafe of a difeovery» in a 
▼ery ferious light. I took my leave of Laufanne on the 
irthof April 1758, with a mixture oi joy and regret, in 
the iirm rcfolutiunof reviftting, as a man, the perfons and 
places which bad been fo dear to my youth* We travelled 
llowly, but^leaiantly, in a hired coach, over the hills of 

FrarjelK-compte and the fertile province of Lorjaine, and 
j^cdf without accident or inquiry, through feverai ioi tiiied 
towns of the French frontier : from thence we entered the 
wild Ardennes of the Auftrian dutchy of Luxembourg ; 
and after croirmg the Meufe at Liege, we traverfed the 
heaths of Brabant, and reached, on the fifteenth day, our 
Dutch garrifon of Bois le Due. In our pafTage through 
Nancy, my eye wps gratified , by the afpedof a regular 
and bciiutaul tity, the wuik of St^nifljius, who, after th^ 

ftorms 
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ftofms of Puliih royalty^ rcpofcd la tht \ovt M atitiide 
<^ hif new (tibjfas df Lomint. In mir Mt nt Maeftrtcht 
I Viftted Mr* dt Betufof a kmrrted trtttc, wIm ilifAft Itnowtl 
to mc by hl« fpccioui aigumeuts againfl the iwc Ufi\ centu-i 
riM cf the Roinin Hiftory. After dropf^ing niy rcgiinciitai 
c(KnpiiikMf»i i fteppvd ifid^ to tiftt RocteI'dsMit and the 
Ifagim I wifhed te haf« o^ibrv4d a t<MMry$ tlH! Hioms^ 
m^u of freedom and indullryi but my days were nuti.bcr* 
tdy and a longer duiay would have been ungraceful. I hti(* 
lasted to ambark at tHa BfiUf lamiad the ntnt da)r at Har#idi^ 
jlild pftKTeadad » Lcaldoiii ilMiard liif fath^ awaNttI My at^ 

rival. The vihole term of tnf firft Ahi'ihtt from Efiglknd 
WAS four years ten months and fifrccn days. 

in thcprayert of the church our perforral conoerns ait jU4 
' dkkfkikf rcdttcad to tha thraefaid dHkHAkm of mind^ 
and ejhtr. The i<!mltliefiti 5f tlie rfitnd <fKdt^ and tfUfrttfi^ 
•ur focuil fvmtisthv. The review ol my moral and literary 
cfaaradtor is the moii intereiiing to layieHaiid 4o tia puWit | 
ami I liiaf cx|»attace^ without rapmehi tn ftif pritM ftu<« 
dMi fine* iheiy hava fMfodiieed the pub^c writings^ IvfifHf 
can alone entitle me to tht. i ftecm and li iendfhij) of my rca- 

dert» The experience of the world inculc nres a difcreet re* 
ftni^ wn the fu^eft of o«r parfett andeAacei and tv^ iboil 
Mniihaiaf^f«dirak>fiii«6f irartMteaorjMvertf WDUM pn^ 

voice the maUcc uf cnvy^ or crwiouragc tiic infulencc ot 
aontempt. 

The (Mrte in England whom i wat lth|»at<<Mt M Ite 
^a An^ aunt P«rtan, the affcAipnate guardian of My tAndei* 

years. I haftcned tolu rlioufe in Collcf^c-rtrft^r^ Wrfft. Tin- 
ker ; and die evening was fpent ;n th« al^uliona of joy nnd 
aanftdafaiib it wai not wllhaot imte :five and npprehaflfbit 
that I apfirttaclied the fitfetiat of my (Mhe^ My fn^ncy, m 

fpL-ak the (i uth, h:id been npf)e<£l'<!tl at h(ime tht f verify 
#t hi^ i[ooit AKi idngtiagc at our iait partti>g itii! dv. dt on my 
IbM^y I ndt could 1 fonfi any notion of hia tham^^ of 
my ptckMe fmp(Uth. *V)»y wara toth' Ak^ agreviMi 

tiian 1 could eJ^|>c'^ 'i he doniciUc didipliht of mt ancef- 

tora 
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of having neglctSbd her advice. Few men, without tfid 
^Nir of ncGeilicy, have ceialudon to A>rce their wty through 
dM thorns and tbidntsof thst gbomy jabyrinth. Natiirc 
Ml not O i id tow o d me n^th ^ bold and ready ebquetice 
which makes itfelf heard amidii the tumult uf :he har; and 
I ikouid probably have been diverted kom the labours of 
litenrtiiiie^ without aciimriiig the tene orlbrtttneof a 
edaful pleader* I had noneedto call Co my aid the rafular 
duties of A profefTion ; every day, every hour, was agreea- 
bly hlled ; nor have 1 knowii, like fo nuny of my eouutry-v 
■leiH theiodtouihersof aokUelifei 

Of the two years (May i758««May 1760,) between my 
return to England and the embodying of the Hampftiire mi- 
]itia> I palTcd about nine months in London, and the re- 
mainder in the country* The metropolis affords many 
amtiifanentSi which m open to aU. It is itfelf an aftoniih* 
ing and perpetual fpedfade to the curious eye ; and each taSt^i 
each knic may be gratified by the variety of objedts which 
will occur m the long circuit ot a morning walk, I aiftdu- 
OHily fteiiaented the theatres ata very ptopitiotts lera of the 
ibge^ when a eonftellation of excellent a^rs, both in tn^ 
gedy and comedy, was cclipfcd by the aicndiau brightneOl 
ot Garrick in the maturity of his judgment, and vigour of 
btsperlbrmanee. The pieafures of a town-life are within 
die nadiof every man who is iegaidie& df his health, his 
money, and his company, fiy the contagion of example I 
was fumctimes feduced ; but the better habits^ which I had 
formed at Laufanne, induced me to (eek a more elegant and 
latboalfiiciety } and if my fearch was leiseafy and fuooefs* 
ful than I might hare hoped, I fliall at prefent impute the 
failure to the difuKMnta2:es of mv fituatlon and character. 
Had the rank and fortune of my paretkts given them an atw 
nual eib^iihment in London^ their own houfe would have 
introduced me to a numerous and polite circle of acquaint* 

ance. But viw fiihcr's taftehad always preferred the higheft 
and die lowdi company^ for which he was equally qualiEed 
and after a twelvejears mireinenf» \^ was noloi^ in th^ 
% memory 
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memory of th.: great: whom he had alTociated. I found 
tnyfdi a ilranger in the midit oi a va& and unknown city ; 
and at my entrance into life I vm reduced to feme dull 
fiunily parties, and fome fcattered tiomiedioas, which were 
not iach as I lliould iuvc chokn for mvfeif. The mofk . 
ufefui friends of my father were the Mallets : tbey re- 
ceived me with civility and kindnefs at firft on lus account^ 
and afterwards on my own ; and (if I may uie Lord Chci^ 
terHeld*s words) I was foon domejliiutid i:\ their hoiife. 
Mr. Mallet, a name among the Engiifli poets, is praifed 
by an unforgiving enemy, for the cafe and elegance of bis 
ooaveriation, and his wife was not defticute of wit or 
learning. By his affiftancc I was introduced to lady Her- 
vey, the mother of the prefent carl of Briftol. Her age 
and infirmities confined her at home:, her dinners were 
feled \ in the evening her houfe wss open to the heft com* 
pany of both' fexes and all nations ; nor was I dtfpleafed at * 
her preference and affectation of the manner?, the language^ 
and the literature of France. But my progre^ in the £ng* 
lifh world was in general left to my own efibrtsi and thole 
efforts were languid and flb\V. I had not been endowed by 
art or nature with thofe happy gifts of confidence and ad- 
dreis, which unlock every door and every bofom ; nor would 
it be reafonable to complain of the juft confequences of my 
fickly childhood, foreign education, and referved temper. 
While coaches were rattling through Bond-ftreet, I have 
pafled inany a folitary evening in my lodging with my books. 
My ftudies were fometimes interrupted by a figh, which I 
breathed towards Laufanne; and on the approach of Spring, 
I withdrew without relujftance from the noify and extend ve 
fcene of crowds without company, and dllfipation without 
pieafure. In each of the twenty-five years of my acquaint* 
ance with London (1758—1783) the prorpe(a gradually 
brightened ; and tliis unfavourable pidture moll properly 
belongs to the hrft period after my return ftooi Switicr^ 
land. 

Vou L O My 
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My father's rcfidence in flampfbire, where I have pafi^d • 
many light, and fomc heav|^iours, was at Bunton, near 
Petersfieldy one mile from the Portfmouth road, and at the 
cafy diftance of fifty-eight miles from London*. An old 
manfion, in a ftate of decay, had been converted into the 
faftiioa and convenience of a modern houfe : and if ftrangers 
had nothing to fee, the inhabitants bad little to defire. The 
ipoc was not happily chofen, at the end of the village and 
the bottom of the hill : but the alpect of the adjacent 
grounds was various and cheerful ; the downs commanded 
a nobie profped, and the long hanging woods in fight 
of the houfe could not perhaps have been improved by 
art or expcnee. My father kept in his own hands the 
whole of the eftate, and even rented fome additional land j 
and wbatfoever might be the balance of profit and lofs, the 
him fiipplied him with amufement and plenty. The pro- 
duce maintained a number of men and horfes, which were 
multiplied by the intermixture of domeflic and rural fcrr 
* vants I and in the intervals of labour the favourite team, 
a handfome (et of bays or greys, was hamefled to the coach. 
The ceconomy of the houfe was regulated by the tafte and 
prudence of Mrs. Gibbon. She prided herfelf in the ele- 
gance of her occafional dinners ; and from the uncleanly 
avarice of Madame Pavilliard, I was fuddenly traniported 
to the daily neatnefs and luxury of an Englifh table. Our 
immediate neighbourhood was rare and ruftic ; but from the 
verge of our hills, as far as Chicheiler and Goodwood, the 
weftem diftri^ of Suffex was interfperled with noble feats 
and hofpitable families, with whom we cultivated a friendly, 
aiiu might have enjoyed a very frequent, intercourfe. As 
my flay at Buriton was always voluntary, I was received 
and difmifi'ed with fmiles i but the comforts of my retire., 
ment did not depend on the ordinary pleafures of the 
country. My fathcc could never inl^irc me with his love 

and 

• The cAate and manar of BerIton» otherwife BwitoD, weic 00ttfidetabIe» 
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tnd knowledge of farmiftg. I never handled a gun, I ft!- 
ikm mounted an horfe; and my phtlofophfc if^lkrs were* 
loon terminaitd by a il)aJy bench, where I was long de- 
tained by the fedentary amufcment of reading or medita- 
tion. At .home I occupied a pleafant and fpacious apart- 
ment } the library on the fame floor was foon confidered as 
my peculiar donaain j and I might fay with truth, that I 
was never lefs alone than when by myfclf. My fole 
complaint} which I pioufly fupprefle«l» arofe from the kind 
reftraint impofed on the freedom of tny time. By the 
habit of early rifing I always fecured a fjcred portion of 
the day^ and many fcattered moments were ftolen and em- 
ployed by my fludious induftry. But the family hours 
. of breakfafty of dinner^ of tea, and of fupper, were reg;u- 
larand long: after breakfaft Mrs. Gibbon expefied my 
company in her drelling-rooin ; after tea my father claimed 
my cunv e ration and the pcrulal of the ncwfpapers i and 
in the midil of an interefting work I was often called 
down to receive the vifit of fome idle neighbours. Their 
dinners and vifits required, in due fcafon, a fiaiilar return; 
and I dreaded the period of the full moon, whi/ch was 
ufually referved for our more diftant excurfions. I could 
not refufe attending my father, in the fummer of 1759, to 
the races at Stockbndge, Readins*, and Odiam, where he 
bad entered a horfe for the hunter's plate and I wa^ not 
dtfpleafed with the fight of our Olympic games, the 
beauty of die fpot^ the fieetnefs of the hoHes, and th6 ^ 

gay tumult of the iiumerous Ipc^lators. As ioon a? the 
militia bufinefs was agitated, many days were tediouily 
confmned in meetings of deputy-lieutenants at Peters^^ 
£eld, Alton, and Winchefter. In the clofe of the fame 
year, 1759, Sir Simeon (then Mr.) Stewart attempted an 
unfuGcefbfuJ conteft for the county of Southampton, agaiiift 
Mr. Legge, Chancellor of the Exchequer : a well-known 
conteft, in which Lord Bute's influence was firft everted 
and cenfured. Our canvas at Portfmouth and Gofport 
iaitcd ieveral days; but the interruption of my ftudie^ 

G 2. was 
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was compcnfatcd in fomc degree by the fpcifiacle ot Eng- 
lifh manncr&> and tht;^ ac(|uUition of fome piaciical kiiow* 
ledge. 

If in a more domeftic or more diffipated fcene my ap- 
plication was fomc what relaxed, the love of knuv\ ieUti^c 
was inflamed and gmtiiicd by the cumuiand of books \ and 
J compared, the poverty of Laufanne with the plenty of 
London. My father^s ftudy at Buriton was fluffed with 
much trafh of the laft age, w;Lh imich high church di- 
vinity and politics, which have long lince gone to their 
proper place: yet it contained Tome valuable editions of 
' the claffics and the fathers, the choice^ as it ihould feem, 
of Mr. Law ; and many Englilh publications of the times 
had been occarionally added. From Uus ilcnder beginning 
I have gradually formed a numerous and fele6l iibrary» the 
foundation of my works, and the befl: comfort of my life, 
both at home and abroad. On the receipt of the firfl quar- 
ter, a large fhare of my allowance was appropriated to 
my literary wants. 1 cannot forget the joy with which I 
exchanged a bank-note of twenty pounds for the twenty 
volumes of the Memoirs of the Academy of Infcriptions ; 
nor would it have been eafy, by any other expenditure of 
the fame fum, to have procured fo large and lading a fund 
of rational amufement At a time when I moft affiduoufly 
frequented this fchool of antient literature, I thus ex- 
prclVcd my opinion of a learned and various coile<Slion» 
which fince the year 1759 has been doubled in magni- 
tude, though not in merit — ^ Une de ces focietes, qui ont 
** mieux immortalife Louis XIV. qu*un ambition fouvent 

periiicieure aux hommes, comnuii^oit dcja ces rechcrchcs 
" qui rcunifi'cnt la juftefle de i'elprit, i'amencte U i'crudi- 
** tion : ou Ton voit tant des decouvertes, et qudquefois, 

ce qui ne cede qu'a peine aux decouvertes, une igiwanct 
** modefte et favanti,** The review ui my libr u y mult 
be referved far the period of its maturity j but in this place 
I nay allow myfelf to obferve, that I am not conftious of 
having ever bought a book from a motive of oftentation> 

that 
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that every volume, before it was depofited on the ihelf» 
• was either read or fufficiently exan^lned. and that I foon 

adopted the tolerating maxim of the cider Pliny, " nullum 

effe librum tarn malum ut non ex aliqua parte prodeliet." ' 
I could not jfet find letfure or courage to renew the piir* 
fuit of the Greek language, excepting by reading the le& 
fons of the Old and New Tc^amcnt every Sunday, when 
1 attended the family to church* The feries of my Latin 
authors was Ipfs ftrenuoufly completed; but .the acquifi-* 
tion, by Inheritance or purdiafe, of the heft editions of 
Cicero, Quintilian, Livy, Tacitus, Ovid, Sec, affbrcicd a 
lair profpe6^, which I feldom negle(Eled. I perfcvcrcd in 
the ufeful method of abftrads and obfervations $ and a 
fingle example may fuifice, of a note which- had almoft 
fwclled into a work. The folution of a pafTage of Livy 
(xxxviii. 38.) involved me in the dry and dark treatifcs of 
Greaves, Arbuthnot, Hooper, Bernard, fiifenfchmidt^ Gro-' 
novius, La Barr^, Preret, Sec. ; and in my French effay 
(chap. 20.) 1 ndiculoiiflv fend the r?*adcr to my own manu^ 
fcript remarks on the weights, coins, and meafures of the 
indents, which were abruptly terminated by the militia 
drum* 

As I am now entering on a more ample field of fociety 
and iludy, I can only hope to avoid a vain and prolix gar- 
rulity, by overlooking the vulgar crowd of my acquaint- 
ance, and confining myfelf to fuch intimate friends among 
books and men, as are beft entitled to my notice by their 
own merit and reputation, or by the deep impreflion which 
they have left on my mind. Yet I will embrace this oc- 
cafion of recommending to the young ftudent a pra£Hce^ 
which about this time I myfelf adopted. After glancing 
my eye over the defign and order of a new book, I fuf* 
pended the perufal till I had finiihed the taik of felf-exami- 
nation, till I had revolved, in a folitary walk, all that I 
knew or believed, or had thought on the fubje£l of the 
whole work, or of fome particular chapter; I was then 
qualified to diicern how •uch the author added to my ori- 
, , g'nal 
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ginal ftocjc ; and I was iometimes iatis&ed by the agree* 
mepti I was {bmetimts armed hy the oppofitiotH of our 
idear. The furourite oompanioiis of my letfure ware oor 

, Englifh writers fince the Revolution : they breathe the 
fpinc of reafon and liberty | and they mo& iieafouabiy con- 
tributed to reilore the purity of my own language, which 
bad been corrupted by the long ufe of a foreign idiom! By 
the judicious advice of Mr. Mallet, I was dircdted to the 
writings of Swift and A^difon j wit and fimplicity are their 
common attributes : but the ftyle of Swift ii fupported by 
manly original vigour; that of Addifon is adorned by the 
female graces of elegance and mildnefs. The old reproach, 
that no Britiih altars had been raifed to the mufe of hiAory, 
was recently difproved by the firft performances of Robert- 
fon and Humei the hiftories of Scotland and of the StuartB* 
I will aflume the prcfumption of faying, that I wag not un- 
^worthy to read them; nor will I difguifc my different fceU 
ings in the repeated peruials. The perfe£l compofition, the 
nervous language, the well-tuned periods of Dr. Robertibn, 
inflamed me to the ambitious hope that I might One day 
tread in his foottieps : the calm philofophy, the carelefs ini- 
mitable beauties of his friend and rival, often forced me to 
eloie the volume with a mitped feniation of delight and de* 
fpair.' 

The defjgn of my firft work, the Efhy on the Study of 
Literature, vt as fuggefied by a refinement of vanity, the 
defire of juftifying and praifing the objed of a favourite 
purfuir. In France^ to whidi imy ideas were confined, the 
learn ir,^ and language of G recce and Rome were neglected 
by a phiiofophic age, The guardian of thofe ftudies, the 
Academy of Infcriptions, was degraded to the lowefl: rank 
among the three royal focieties of Paris : ihc new appella- 
tion of Lrudits was conternptuoufly applied to the fucceiiors 
of Lipfius and C^f^ubon^ and I was provoked to hear (iee 
d'Alemhert Diicours preliminaire I r£ncyclopedte) 
that the exerdfe of the memory, their (ble merit, had been 
^u^tkdcd by the jiobler iacuiticf of the iuiagination and the 

judgment* 
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judgment I was ambitious of proving by my own exanv- 
ple, as well as by my precepts, that alt the feculttes of ^ 

mind may be cxcrcifcd and difplaycd by the ftudy of ancient 
literature : I began to feled and adorn the various proofs 
and iUuftradoRS which had offered themielves in reading 
the daffies; and the firft pages or chapters of my eflay .were 
compored before my departure from Laufanne. The hurry 
of the journey, and of the firft weeks of my Engiifh life, 
fufpended all thoughts of ferious application: butmyobjcd 
was ever before my eyes $ and no more dian ten dayS) from 
the firft to the eleventh of July, were fufFered to elapfe after 
my i'umnier eftabli(hment at Buriton. My eflay was ftnifli- 
ed in about fix weeics ; and as foon as a fair copy had been 
tranicribed by one of the French prifoners at Petersfield) I 
- looked round for a critic and judge of my iirft performance. 
A writer can feldom be content with the doubtful recom- 
pence of folitary approbation; but a youth ignorant of the 
world, and of himfeif, muft deiire to weigh his talents in 
fome icaies leTs partial dian his own : my condu^ was natn^ 
ral, my motive laudable, my choice of Dr. Maty judicious 
and fortunate. By defcent and education Dr. Maty, though 
bom in Holland, might be confidered as a Frenchman! but 
he was fixed in London by the praAice of phyfic, and an 
office in the Britifli Mufcum. His reputation was jultly 
founded on the eighteen volumes of the youmal Britannique^ 
«rtiichliehadfupported, almoft alone, with ptrfeveiance and 
Ifioceft. This humble though uleful labour, which had 
once been dignified by the genius of Bayle and the learning 
of Le Cierc, was not difgraced by the tafte, the knowledge, 
and the judgment of Maty : he exhibits a candid and plea£» 
ing view of the ftate of literature in England during a pe- 
riod of fix years (January 1750— December 1755); and, 
far different from his angry fon, he handles the rod of criti* 
dfin with the tendernefs and reludance of a parent. The 
audior of the Jtumal Briiamiqui fometimes ^aipires u>Xtm 
charader of a poet and phitofopher: his ftyle is pure and 
elegant i and in bis vinues, or even in his defe£U, he may 
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^ nmM ts ©ne of the laft difciplcs of tH<? fchool of Fontf* 
fielle. His anfwer to my firft letter was proiopt and polite : 
tfter a careful examination he rrturned my manufcript, ^vith 
Homa aoimailvarfiQii and much applaufe i and when I viiitied 
IxMidon in the enfuing winter, we difetifled the delign and 
cxrciirion in feveral free and familiar coaverf.itions. In a 
ihort excuriion to Buriton I reviewed my eifay, according 
to bit fhcodljF adviec) and after fuppreffiog a tbtrdi adding 
1 ibird, and alierlng a third, I eon^ummacvd my firft labour 

by a fhort preface, which is duttd Fihi iKirv 3d, 1759. ^ 
I iliil ibrunk from th« prefs with the terrors of virgin mo- 
defty : tbe manufcript was fitfely depofited in my delks 
as my attention wai engaged by new ob)edt» the delay 
might have been prolonged til! I had fulfilled the precept of 
Horace, nouumque premaiur in annum.** Father Sir- 
mondj a learned jefiiit, was ftill more rigid, fince he advifcd 
a young frknd to expeA tbe matnre age of fifty, beftrehe 
gave btmlcif or bit writtngt to the public (Olivet Hifiofare 
de r Academic Fran^olfe, torn. ii. p. 147 ) 1 he counfel 

' wit iii^ukr I but it is more finguhu: that it ihould have 
been approved by tbeeanmpk cf the author. Sirmond wia 
Idmidf fifty-five yeart of tgt when be publUhed (in 1614) 
his firft work, an edition of Sidonius Apollinaris, with many 
valuable anoocations : (fee. his life, before the great edition 

,of bis worki in five vblumet foiio^ Paris, 169^ € Typo- 
graphii Regii). 

Two years elapfed in filcnce : but in rtie fpring pf 1761 
I yielded to the authority of a parent, and complied, like a 
pious fiaoi with tbe wQk of my own heart*. My private 

refirfvcft 

• J«VBVA&i Much 8tb» ijst-}^ besm mf £ffu Tur TEtude Mhl^ 
^ feratore, n4 vwte tht s) flnl chiptm, (nrcepting the kikmi^ tmrn^ tt» 
is» 13« i>f T9»M si| m ) hehrt I left Swtrzerland. 

^17 tub. Xi^toAi^lmiAm^i^^^l^^^'^''^^^"''^^^ 
1^ Mm C »3— S5* {^OttapSn^ S7» s8, S9« 3<^ 3H S3* >n<l no^ to d. 
)8.) IMMct 1 number «e ^hapten 6«ii C 55* to the eiid» whkb we aw 
llreekoat. 

M. TKh, 1759. I ^ chapters of my lEkft a7> t^ t^, ]0» gi^ 
(hi aoi« to C. « t* end the firft pvt of the jpfc&Gt. 
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refolves were influenced by the ftate of Europe. About 
this time the belligerent powers had made and accepted 
overture$ of peaces our Englifli plenipotentiaries wm 
named to 44Cft at the Congrtls of Au-foourg', which never 
met : I wifhcd to attend them as a gcatleman or a iccretaryj 
and my father fondly believed that the proof of fome literary 
talents might introduce me to public notice, and fecond the 
recommendations; of my friends. Aftcf a lait revifal I con- 
fulted with Mr. Mallet and Dr. Maty, who approved the 
dcfign and promoted the execution. Mr. Mallet^ after 
hearing me read my mamifcript, received it from my hands» 
and delivered it into tbofe of Becket, with»whom he made 
an agreement in my name; an eafy agreement : I required 
only a certain number of copies ; and, without transferring 
my property, 1 devolved on the* bookfeller the charges and 
profits of the edition. Dr. Maty undertook, in my abfence, 
to corrcdi the flieets : he inferted, without my knowledge, 
an elegant and flattering epiilie to the author which is 
compofed, however» with ib much art^ that, in cafe of a 
defeat, his fiivourable report might have beenafcribed to 
the indulgence of a friend for the rafh attempt of sl young 
Englijh gentleman. The work was printed and publiihed, 
under the title of EiTai fur TEtude de la Litteratur^ i 
Xondres, chez T. Becket et P. A. de Hondt, 1761, in a 
(mall volume in duodecimo : my dedication to my father, a 

proper 

April 13, 1761. Being at length, hy my fatbf r'$ advice, determined to 
publifh my Eflay, I revifed it with great care, made :r-,iny alterations, ilrttck 
out a confidcriHr part, and wrote the chapters from 57—7^1 whicbl wa« 
obliged myielf to copy out fair. 

Jqim sotfa* 1761,. Fiodiiig the printing of my book proceeded but flowly, 
1 went up to towQ| where 1 found the whole was finiHied. I gave Becket 
orders for the prefitnti % ao for Lauianne ; copies for the Duke of Richmond, 
Marquis of Carnarvon, Lordi Waldegravc, Litchfield, Bath, GranviUe, 
Bote, Shelboum, Cheftcrtield, Hardwicke, Lady Hervey, Bir Jo(eph Yorte, 
Sir Matthew Feathcrftonc, M. M. Maiiet, Maty, Scott, Wray, Lord Egre- 
mont, M.deBuflyy Mademoifellc la Duchcflc d'Aguillon, and M. le Comte 
de Caylus t^grcat part of thefe wen only my father's or MaUet'i ap^naint* 
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proper and pious ad Jrefs, was compofed the twent7«eig;hcb 
of May; Dr. Maty's letter is dated the i6th of June; and 

I received the firft copy (June 23) . t Alresford, two days 
before I marched with the Hampfliirc militia. Some weeks 
afterwards, on the fame groundi i prefeiited my book to the 
late Duke of York, who breakfafted in Colonel Pitt's tent. 
By my father's diredion, and Mallet's advice, many Hte- 
rary gifts were diftributcd to feveral eminent characters in 
Er^land and France; two books were ient to tli^; Count de 
Caylus, and the DucheiTe d'Aiguillon, at Parts: I had re« 
fcrved twenty copies for my friends at Laufanne, as the firft 
fruits of my education, and a grateful token of my refnem- 
brance : and on all thefe perf )ns I levied an unavoidable tax 
of civility and compliment It is not furprifing that a work> 
of which the ftyle and (entiments were ib totally foreign, 
ftiould hare bfcn more fuccefsful abroad than at home. I 
was delighted by the copious extracts, the warm commcnda^ 
tions, and the flattering predi^ons of the Journals of France 
and Holland : and the next year ( 1762) a new edition (I be- 
lieve ill Geneva) extended the fame, or at leaft the circula- 
tion, of the work. In England it was received with cold 
indifference, little read, and fpeedily forgotten : a fmall im- 
pre{fion was flowly difperfed ; the bookfelier murmured, and 
the author (had his feelings been more exquifite) might have 
wept over the blunders and baldnefs of the Englifh tranfla- 
;tion. The publication of my Hi (lory fifteen years after- 
wards revived the memory of my firfl performance, and the 
EiTay was eagerly fought in the (hops. But I refiifed the 
permiffion which Becketfolicited of reprinting it: the pub- 
lic curiofity was imperfectly fatisficd by a pirated copy of 
the bookfellers of Dublin ; and when a copy of the original 
edition has been difcovered in a fale, the primitive value of 
hait-a-ct own has rifen to the fanciful price of a guinea or 
thirty fhiiltngs. 

I have expatiated on the petty circumftances and period 
of my firft puUicatlon» a memorable aera in the life of a 

iludeuti 
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fcidenty when fie veiihires to reveal the meifure of hit 
mind : his lio-us ai\^ tears are multipliffd by th? idea of felf- 
importance, and he believes for a while that the eyes of 
mankind are fixed on his pcrfon and peHbrmance. Whate* 
ver may be my prefent reputation, it n« longer itfts on the 
merit of this eflav ; nnd r.t the end of twenn'-eight 
years I may appreciate my juvenile work with the impartia* 
lity» and almoft with the indMiereiice, of a ftranger. In 
hisanfMrcrto Lady Hervey, the Count de Caylus admlres» 
or affc<f^s to admire, "les livres fans norabrc qi:e Mr. Gib- 
bou a ius ct tre3 bien lus */* But, alas ! my ftock of 
eniditioii at ^t time was Icanty and fiiperiicial 1 and if I 
^low myfdf the liberty of naming die Greek nafters» my 
genuine and perfonal acquaintance was confined to the Latin 
claiEcs. 1 he moll ferious defect of my £(lay is a kind of 
obfcurity and abruptnefs which always fattgueSi and may 
often elude^ the attention of the reader. Inftead of a predfe 
and proper definition of the title itfelf, the fenfe of the 
word LitUrature Is looiclyand varioufly applied: a number 
of remarks and examples, hiftortcal, critical, philofophica}» 
are heaped on each other without method or coniKAion: 
and if we except (bme introduflory pages, a)! the remaining 
chapters might indifferently be reverfed or tianfpofed. The 
obfcurity of many paffages is often affe<5ted, brwis tfi ia^ 
JtfTii difcmsfoi the defire of expreffii% perhaps a commoo 
idea with fententtotts and oracuhr brevity : alas ! how fatal 
has been the imitation of Montefquieu ! But this obfcurity 
fcmetiines proceeds from a mixture of light and darknelsiii 
the author's mind ; firom a partial ray which ftrikes upon 
an angle, inftead of ipreading itielf over the forface of an 
object. After this fair confelTion I (hall prcfume to fa\\ 
that the Ed'ay does credit to a young writer of two and 
twenty years of age, who had read with tafte, who thinks 
with freedom, and who writes in a foreign language with 
(pirit and el<?gance. The defence of the taily H lior) of 
llomeandthe New Chronology of ^ir llaac Newton form 
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a rpeclous argument. The patriotic and political defignof 
the Georgics is happily conceived \ and any probable con* 
jefturc, which tends to raifc the dignity of die poet and the 
poem, defcrvcs to be adopted, without a rigid Icnmnv. 
Soo)e dawnings of a philofophic ipint enlighten the general 
remarks on the iludy of hiftory and of man* I an. not dif« 
pleafed with the inquiry into the origin and nature of the 
gods of poiyLhciliii, vvhith might dcfervc the illufttation of 
a riper judgment. ' Upon the whole, I may apply to the 
firft labour of my pen the fpeech of a far fuperior artift^ 
when hefurveyed the firfl produflions of his pencil* Afker 
viewing fome poi traits which he had painted in his youthj 
my friend Sir Jolhua Reynolds acknowledged to me, that he 
was rather bumbled than flattered by the comparifon with bis 
prefent works ; and that after much time and iludy^ he 
had conceived his improvement to be much greater than he 
found it to have been. 

At Laufanne I compofed the firft chapters of nny Eflay in 
* French) the familiar language of my converfation and 
iludics, in which it was cafier for me to write, than in my 
mothcr-tonguc. After my return to England 1 continued 
the .fame pradlicc, without any affectation, or defign of 
« repudiating (as Dr. Bentley would fay) my vernacular idtom. 
But I fhould have efcaped ibme Anti-gallican clamour, had 
I been content with the more i.atural ch*iiaclerof an Kng- 
lilh author, i fliould have been more confident had 1 re- 
je^ed Mallet*s advice, of prefixing an Engliih dedication to 
a French book ; a confufion of tongues that feemed to ac«- 
cufe the ignorance of my patron. The ufc of a foreign 
dial Cwl might be cxcu fed by the hope of bcmg employed as a 
negociator, by the deiire of being generally underftood on 
the continent } but my true motive was doubdefs the ambi- 
tion of new and fingular fame, an P^nglifhman claiming a 
place among the writers of France. 7 he Latin tongue had 
been confecratcd by the fervice of the churchy it was refined 
by the imitation of the ancients ; and in the fifteenth and 
iixicLTith ceuturics the fcholars of i-uropc enjoyed the ad- 
t vaiitage. 
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vantage, which they have gradiialJy refigried, of converfing 
and writing in a common and learned idiom. As that idiom 
-was no longer in any country the vulgar fpeech) they all 
ftood on a level with esich other ; yet a citizen of old Rome 
might havefmiled at the beft Latinity of the Germnr.s iind 
Britons : and we may learii from the dceronianus of Eraf- 
mus, how difficult it was found to fteer a mid^e courfe be- 
tween pedantry and barbarifm. The Romans themfeives 
had fomettmes attempted a more perilous talk, ot writing in 
a living language, and appealing to the tafte and judgment of 
the natives. The vanity of TuUy was doubly interefted 
in the Greek memoirs of his own confulihip ; and if he 
modeftly fuppofes that fome Latinifms m ^ht bedete^ed in 
hisftyle, he is confident of his own (kill \n ihe art of Ifo- 
crates and Ariftotle ; and he rcquefts bis friend Atticus to 
difperfe the copies of his work at Athens, and in the other 
eities of Greece, (ad Attitum^ u 19. ii. i.) But it muifr 
not hii forgotten, that from infancy to manhood Cicero and 
his contemporaries had read and declaimed, and compoied 
with equal dtitgence in both language^ ; and chat he was not 
allowed to frequent a Latin fchool till he had imbibed the 
leilbns of the Cjreek grammarians and rhetoricians. In 
modern times, the language of France has been difFufed by 
the merit of her writersi the focial manners of the nativesi' 
the influence of the monarchy, and thtt exile of the pro- 
teftants. Several foreigners have feized the opportunity of 
^peaking to Europe in this common diale6l, and Germany 
may plead the authority of Leibnitz and Frederic, of the 
firft of her philofophers, and the greateftof her kings. Th^ 
juft pride and laudable prejudice of England has rellralned 
this communication of idioms % and of all the nations on 
this fide of the Alps, my countrymen are the lead: pra£tifed, 
and leail; perfeft in the exercife of die French tongue* By 
Sir William Terr.ple and Lord Chefterfield it was only ufed 
on occafions of civility and bufmefs, and their printed let* 
ters wiH not be quoted as models of compofition. Lord 
Bolingbroke may have pubjiflied in French a iketph of hU 

ReHec- 
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ScHediont on Exile : but his reputation now repofet on Ae 

addrefs of Vokan c, "Do6^e fcrmones utriufqiie linguae j" 
and by his Engliih dedication to Quccti Caroline, and his 
Kflay on Epic Poetry, it ihould feem tlut Voluire himfeif 
wiihed to deferve a return of the fame comptiment. The 
exception of Count tj ami] ton cannot fairly be urged ; 
though an Irifhman l)y birth, he was educated in France 
from his childhood. Yet I am furprifed that along refidenco 
in England, and the habits of domefticconverfatfoli,^id noc 
aiFed the cafe anti purity of his inimitable ftyle; and I re- 
gret the omillion of his Knghlh verfes, which might have 
afforded an amufing objoa of comparifon. I might there- 
fore afiume the prsmus 9g9 in patriam^ ; but with what 
fuccefs I have explored this untrodden path muft be left to 
. the decifion of my French readers. Dr. Maty, who might 
himlclf be queftioned as a foreigner, has fecured his retreat 
at my expence. ^ Je ne crois pas que vous vous piquie« 
^ d'etre moins facile ^ reconnoitre pour «n Anglois que 

Lucuiluh pour un Romain." My friends at Paris have 
been more indidgent, they received me as a countryman, or 
at leaft as a provincial i but they were friends and Pari* 
fians*. The dde£b which Maty infinuates, Ces tnuti 
"faillans, ces figures hardies, ce facrificc de la regie au 

fentiment, ct de U cadence a la force," are the faults of 
the youth, rather than of the ftranger : and after the long 
^ and laborious exercife of my own language, I am confcious 
that my French ftyle has been ripened and unproved. 

I have already hinted, that the publication of my Eiiay 
was dekyed till 1 had embraced the military profeffion. I 
flul! now amule myfelf with the reeoUedion of an adive 
fcenc, which bears no affinity lo any oihci pciiud of my 
ftudious and ibcial hie. 

In 

• The copious cxtradii which werr j^ivtn in the yournal Errisngcr by Mr 
Suard, a judicious critic, mu(t lausiy both the aut!iot and tlit public. I may 
here ohfc'i vc, that 1 iiavt never fcen in any literary rtvjcw a tokiiblc account 

of my Hiiiory. The maauln&ure of jouriialf» tx leaft oa the conuacnt^ is 
mUerably debafcd. 
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In the outfet of a ^orious war, the Englifli people hail 
been defended by the aid of German mercenaries. A na- 
tional militia has been theory of every patriot fincetlie Re- 
volution i and this meafurci both io parUament and in the 
field, was fupported by the country gentlemen or Toriety 
who infenfibly transferred their loyalty to the houL of Ha- 
nover; intiic languaf^c of Mr. Burke, Uiey have changed 
the idol, but they have prefervcd the idolatry. In the 9£t of 
offering our names and receiving our commiiSons, as major 
and captain in the Hatnpfliire regiment, (June 12th, 1759,) 
wc had not ru[)))ofcd that we fiiould be dragged away, my fa- 
ther from hu (arm, myfelf from my book*, and condemned, 
^ during two years and a half, (May xo, 1760— December 
23, 1762,) to a wandering life of military fervitude. But 
a weekly or monthly exercife of thirty thoufand provincials 
would have left them ufelefs and ridiculous ; and after the 
pretence of an tnvafion had vaniflied, the popularity of Mr. 
Pitt gaveafandion to the illegal ftep of keei)ing them till the 
end of the w.u under arms, in conftant pay and duty, and 
«t a dilLmce from their rcfpedive homes. When the King's 
order for our embodying came down, it was too late lo re- 
treat, and too foon to repent. The South battalion of the 
Hampfhirc militia wiis n fmall iiiclcpcjidcnt corps of four 
hundred and fevcnty-fix, olhcers and men, commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel Sir Thomas Worfley, ,who, after a prolix 
and paifiouate conteO^, delivered us from the tyranny of the 
lord lieutenant, the Duke of Bolton. My proper itation, 
as dril captair^i was at the head of my own, and afterwards 
of the grenadier company i but in the abfence, or even in 
die prefence, of the two field officers, I was entrufled by 
my friend and my father with the cfFe£live labour of didat- 
ing the orders, and exercifmg the battalion. With the help 
of ao original journal^ I could write the hiftory of my blood- 
iefs and inglorious campaigns | but as thefe events have loft 
much of dieir importance in my own eyes, they (ball be 
difpatched in a few words. From Wincheftej, the firfl 
place of aiTemblyi (June ^ we were removed, at 

• our 
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Ottr <iwn requeft, Ibr die bendit of a fere i ^ i eduettioo* Bf 

the arbitrary, and often capricious, orders of the VVar-officc, 
ihe battalion fucccHlvcly marched to the pleafant and hofpi- 
tsA}\e Biandford (June 17); to HUfca barracks, a feat of 
difeafe and difoord (Sepconber t)i to Cranbrook in tbe 
ivtald of Kent (December ri ) ; to the fea-coaft of Dover 
(Dccciiibcr 27)^ to WincheftL-r camp (Jaac 25, 1761) j 
to the populous and diforderly town of Devizes (October 
23}} to Sali(bury (Febi-iiary aS, 1762); to our beloved 
Biandford a fecond time (March 9 j ; and finally, to the 
faihloiiablc refort of Southampton (June 2) ; where the co- 
lours were lixcd till our final dtilblution (December 23). 
On the beach at Dover we had occrcired in fight of the Gal« 
licfliores. But die moft fplendid and ufefiil icene of our 
life was a fow months encampment on Wtnchefter Down» 
under the conmi.iiid cf the Earl of EfRngfiam. Our army 
confided of the thirty-fourth regiment of loot and fix militia 
corpi. Thecoolcioufbe£i of our defedt was ftimulaied bj 
friendly emulation. We improved our time and opportum* 
ties in nioining and evening; ficlLl-days : and lu the gcnerkd 
reviews the South Hampfhire were rather a credit than a 
di%race to the line. In our fubfequent quarters of the De* 
viaes and Btandibfd, we advanced with a quick ftep to our 
military {Indies ; the ballot of the enfulng fummcr renewed 
our vigour and youth ; and had the militia fubfiilcd another 
year, we might have coDtcfted the prize with the moft per« 
iedof our brethren* - 

The lo($ of ib many bufy and idle hours wsfk not oompen- 

fitted by any elegant pleafurc; and my temper was infenfibly 
(bured by the fociety of our ruitic o&cers. In every liate 
there ^ifts, howeveri a balance of good and evil. Tbe 
habits of a fedentarylife were ufefiilly broken by the dudes 
of an adtive profeffion; in the healthful exerciic uf the held 
I hunted with a battalion, inibad of a pack f and at that 
time I was ready,, at any hour of the day or night, to fly 
from quarters to London, firom London to quarters, on die 
ilighteft call of private or regimental bufinefs. But my 

. pnn<* 
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principal obligation to themiUtia, was the makiDg me an 
£ngii(hmaiH and a fddien After my foreign educatioiH 
•with my referved temper, I ftould long have continued « 
liraiigcr in my native country, had I not been ftiaken in this 
various fcene of new faces and new friends : had not expe- 
rience forced me to feel the chancers of our leading men^ 
the ftate of parties, the forms of officef and the operation of 
our civil and military fyftem. In thi§ peaceful fervice, I 
imbibed the rudiments of the language, and fcience of tac* 
ttcs, which opened a nery field of ftudy and obfervadon* I 
dOtgently read, and meditated, the Memoires MSSiains of 
Quintus Iciiius, (Mr. Guichardt,) the only writer who has 
united the merits ot a profeiTor and a veteran* The difci* 
pline and evolutions of a modern battalion gave me a dearer 
notion of the phdanx and the legion ; and the captain of 
the Hamp&ire grenadiers (the reader may fmile) has not 
been ufeieis to the hiilonan of the Roman empire. 

A yondi of any fpirit is fired even by the play of arms^ 
and in the fifft fidlies of my enthufiafin I had ferioufly at* 
tempted to ci^brace the regular profeifion of a foldier. But 
this military fever was cooled by the enjoyment of our 
mimic Beilonai who foon unveiled to my eyes her naked 
deformity* How often did I figh for my proper fbtion in 
fociety and letters. How often (a proud comparifon) did I 
repeat the complaint of Cicero in the command of a pro- 
vincial army: ^^Clitelke bovi funt impoiitse. Eft incredi* 
^ bile quam me negotii taedeat. Non habet iatis magnum 
** campum ille tibi non ignotus curfus animi ; et tnduftrise 
*^ mese prseclara opera cefTat. Lucem, lihrosy urbem, do- 
^ mum^ vos deildero* Sed fcram, ut potero i fitmodo an- 
.^nuum. Si prorogatur) a&um eft-*," From a fervice 
without danger I might indeed have retired without difgrace; 
but as often as I hinted a vvifli of religning, my fetters were 
xivettcd by the friendly intreaties of - the colonel, the pa^ 
rental authority of the major, and my own regard for the 
honour and welfare of the battalion. When I felt that m)r. 

Vol.* L H perfQn4 

• SpUt ad Atticnmi Hb. v. 15* 
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pedbml «ibpe wm impriAicable^ I bowed my neck totbr 

yoke : my (crvitnde was protra<^ted far beyond the anfiuai 
psKienccof Cicero; and it was not uU aficr the (^rcliniina- 
m» cf peace that I rccQivcd my difbbarge, from the sdi 
foveriuscnt whidi difflobodied the oijlita*. 

When 

*J)»viifjit» JMIMT itttly lyOf j--rn cheCs Ufwn Cf eight tnonthsoi' 
eiwft MfimMf aaftSuiEi I bm Iia4 iiolMwM ftt4o<iMi| tnditJ, 
I M^tfikAiifokitttDr Mih«wb4ttiM Tin M MO aMMMlwtt 
ViiidMf Iniilit kavi daiuhmt^ta§% bvttlM eevflljref tbs ibliif» 
wMchfrrfiMae lime 1 wai C» limd «• to thiflk of foioi ^ ^ ''■"'Vt ^ 
Mdm6$p9 our dimn abtoitf > Md tbt ^rinUof and lale bouii we |^ intoy 
IpMMBiMl ao^ IbriMii MfleAloni* Ffoni the daj^ we iMidiiOA Aooi BhHidfeiri 
IMMtjramomtoc leevid ca0 nyoMi^ ideioft coariBoaPy to «KRkNi| 
VI waaAvedibradVi itwaafafhetttafd.i«oa% abM^ Om 
dllputei cofilbaied the UcUe tlm I bad kft* Svtiy letter^ everf ncmo* 
Hal rehahf to ttiem felt to my Ibaie ^ and oor efcAtkif coniveiiGei were uM 
ioteapall Um matnlaf hoar* Arike. Ai laA 1 latta Oovcrt and fir Tbmnai 
UkuCortwQmmlm Tliechanai wwofar^ Itvai Mof l^haMfiilaftr*' 
I was Mid Ui tcemparaciwlyqviet Ateate* OiMi mm I tefio lo 
taAe the plcafiwe of thinking. 

Re^Ue^Unf Ibme thoughul had formerljr bad tn ivlatioo to thefyflimoC 
^faoifmt wbitib 1 {mended lo make nttefWkmf Wtky, 1 reMved lo read 
TiMfA Matt w i Paaram, and latflied in aboof a month. IMAnmUbio 
fctteo 2 oteld loaoaaf my habitat ap^iiation* 

Oft* a|«]«^oi' flrA dcfign wai to marab tbimvb IMartboaBiigh ( bet Andky 
on biqttJry iSiacit wai a badroad« and a ffiat wayaboatt waraibbred lo pulb 
Ibr die Dedaet bt one day^ tboufh nevly tbSriy mikf* Wo aceordb^y ar» 
iAmnI tbeat abona ilttae o^cfaMk bitboaftiMiaoii» 

' Noy. iH.J— .1 bnve very little to f.iy for tlil . and the f llo-Asns; nvti t'i. Ko- 
ihmi; could be m<Kc utulurni ihuu tlir life 1 k'J tlicrc. The little civility r»f rlvr 
ttcigltb'niiiiii^ gtntlt'niin gave u* tiu appo/i unity of d<nin;* owi ; flic time ol' 
year rfiri not umj>l uft to any cxcuHiont rour.d the counity i and ;it full my m- 
dolcncty And aftci watds a viulcnt cold^ prtvcnted my going uvtr to n.itti. I 
Ulicvc in the tv^o monihi 1 never dined or Iny Uom quarter*. I cun cforc 
ouly fet down what 1 did In the tkerary way. Dftflgnin; to rccwcr my Creeir, 
wbkb 1 had fooewbat ncgk^ed, 1 Ctt myfclf to read Hornet , uid ftmrhed 
tb» Ibur flrft baokf of tlie iUad, with Popc*i tunflation and notes; ut the 
liunetlmef Co midarAand the geograpfiy of the Iliad, and particularly the ca- 
Irfague, 1 laad fto tth| 9th| loth, iaib» i^th, and 14th books ofStrabo, 
U CMM'aiatiA t mMm 1 1 fikewifii nod Hmrn^t fiiikery of England to 
ihaltaiffiof flanty thalmMbyhtApablldied, ingtftkmim filial i mi 
tht JotiniMlt dtt Scsvsm tat Auguft, Scptembcri and OAabar 1761, evMi 
tfto naSkAifiM dgt Samttf lEO. fl«m July to OMcr t BolhMi JaunMlf 
vny baedfixody of my baolc 
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* Wheh I coittplain 6t the lofs ot tiiiie, jufllte to myfelt 
9ai to the militia ttiuft throw the greateft part of that 

H 1 proach 

Decembci- 2 rtJi, T761 ] — When, upon dniftiing the year, I take a re- 
view of \vl;a: I uuvc(\Qne, 1 am not diflXtisficd with what I did in it. Upon 
making proper al.'owances On the one hand, I could begin nothing boidrc 
the mividic of January. Tlie Ds?al duty loft mc part of February; ahl-.ou^h 
I was at liome pare of March, and all April, y.t clc>:tioi;ftrjn§ it» nu (nend 
to the Mufes. May, Indeed, though diflTipated by our ft a parties, was pretty 
quiet J but June wasahfolutely loft, upon tlic march, at Altoni and fettling 
ourfclvcs in cannp. The four fucceeding months in camp allowed me little 
klfure, and little quiet. November and December were indeed as much my 
own as any time can be whilfl I remain in the militia ; butftill it isy at bci\, 
no: 3 life for a man of letceis. However, in thi« tumultuous year, (befides 
fmaller things which 1 have fet down,) I read four books of Homer in Greek, 
fix of Strabo in Latin, Cicero de NaturS Deorum, and the great philofdphlcal 
and thcologic;d work of M. dc Bcaufobre ; J v»'rotc in the fame time a long 
diiTcrtation on the fucccflion of Naples j reviewed, fitted for the pre£^^ an^ 
augmented above a fourth, my Ellhi fur TEtuJe de la Litteraturc. 

In the fix weeks I pflfTcd at Beriton, as 1 never ftirred from it, every day 
was like the former. 1 had neither vifirs, hunting, or walking. My only 
refaurces were myfflf, my bojks^ aiiJ family conv:.:fations^But to mc . 
ihefe were great refources. 

April X4th, 1762.]— I waited Upon Colonel Harvey in the morning, to 
get him to apply for me to be brigade major to Lord Effingham, as a pofl t 
fliouldbe Very fond of, and for which I am not unfit, Harvey received me 
with great good-nature and candour, tol J me he was both willing and able to 
ftrve mc; that Indeed he had already applied to Lord Effingham for 
one of his own oiTicers, and though thct e %vould be more than one brle:ade 
major, he did not ihink he could properly recommend two ; but that if I could 
get io:^ip other peifou to break the r,-, he would fecond it, and believed he 
fticuld Kjcceed t fhould that fail, as w as in bad circumfta'nccs, he be- 

lieved he could make a compromife with him [tlils wasmy defire) to let me d6 
the duty w r'iout pay. 1 went from hini to the MalletSj wlio promifed to get 
jSir Char'ri Howard to fpeak to Lord Etl'ingham. 

Augufl Z2d.]—1 went with Ballard to the French church, where I heard i 
iDoft indifferent fennon preached by M. ******* A very bad ilyle« a worft ' 
pronunciation and iOlon, and a very great vacuity of ideas, compoTed this 
exceUent pertbrmance. Upon the whole, which is preferable, the pbildfol 
phic metliod of the Engliih, or the rhetoric of the French preachers f Th(j 
Arft (chough lefs glorious) is certainly fafer for the /reachcr. It is difficult foir 
a man to make himfcH rldlcul^as, who propofss only to deliver plain fcnfe oa 
a fubje^l he has thoroughly Audied. But the iniUat he difcovers the leaft 
prctcnfitfas tov^ards the Aibiiin(> or pathctic» tBcrf' i» nStiMtik $ iik 

mittfL 
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proach on the firfl rcvcn or eight months, while I was ob- 
liged to learn as well as to teach. 1 he dilfipation of Bland- 
lord) atld the difputes of PortfmoutlH confiimed the hoars 
\ which 

iBtjfl either admire or Iiugh : and there are fo many various talents rcqulfite 
to form the character of an orator, that it is more than prohahle we (halJ 
laugh. As to the advanf;igt of the hearer, which ought to he tlu- gitat confi- 
dcration, tlie dilemma is much g;teater. Excepting; in fomc particular cafe^, 
where we are blinded by poj^ular prejudices, we are in general fo u til ac- 
quainted with our duty, that it Is almofl fuperftuous to convince us of it. It 
is the heart, and not the head, that holds out ; and it is certainly poffiblc, by 
a moving eloquence, to roufe the fleeping fentiments of that htart, and in- 
cite it to a6ls of virtue. Unluckily it is not fo much aftfs, as liabits of virtuct 
we flioukl hnvc in view; ttid the preacher who is inculcuing, with the elo- 
quence of a Bourdaloue, the necellity of a virtuous life, will difmifs his af- 
fcmhly full of emotions, which a variety of other objtA*, the coldnef, o\ 
our noithcin conQitutlons, and no imi-nrdate oppartunity of exerting thcii 
good refolutions, will di/T'ipntc in a ftw tnoments. 

Anc^Tift 24th,"|-~Thc fame rcafon tliat ciirried fo many people tO tllC afTcQl* 
bly to-night, was what kept mc away i I mean the dancing. 

, sStb.]— To*day Sir Thonuit came to us to dinner. Tlie Spa has done btm 
a pm deal of good, 'for he looks another man. Pleafed (• lee him, we 
kept bumperizing till after roU^Uing} Sir Themu afluring ut» every ftdh 
bottle, how infinitely fober he was grown. 

ft9tlu]— 1 felt the ufual confequencesof Sir Thomases company, and loft a 
moiaingy becaufe I Iiad loft the day before. However, hanring ilailhed Vol* 
taire, I returned to Le Clerc, (I mean for the amufement of my leifure 
bout ;) ; and laid afidr for fome time his Bih/ktAtfiu UriwrfeUtg to lookUM* 
^MiliotitpttCA^f which toby fer the better work. 

. depcente the ,s)d.]— Colonal Wilkn, oC tho Biickfa%hamihire mifidi^ 
dkicd wiib «•» and renewed the iwquahitance Sir Thomai and nqrfilf had 
began with hkn at Reading* I fearoely ever met with a betMr oompaoion ^ 
be hai taex h a nft ible fpiricsp toflnlte wHand hnmoory and agpeat deal of know- 

Hei)oUothhnfdf» diat ihthktfaneof pnUic diatatioB ha 
fthad to rnakn hia fcrtime* Upon tUi principk he hai con n c H cd hinlel^ 
ctoAly ^aith Lord Temple and Mr.Pitt^ conmencad a poUSe adveitiMy t# 
Lofd Bnitt vihqmba afadea weakly in the Nofih Briton, and other poidcal 
papen bi vrideh ha ii oonoenwd. This pfoved afciydsbanched^t 
. di[ankagooddtalholbafiBedimierandivppcr) andwbcnatfaft WHkea bad 
iretired» SirTboinaftandliDaieoiheft(«rwhomIwasnDtone}fanko hiaoblo 
'ffDomp and made hfan drink a bottle o£ daratinhM. 

oaober sth.]«-Tha rrdew, ^icb laHell ^bovt three hows cflnetoda<». 
aivfnalt wicb marching by .Loni Sfltaigbami by grand dhritea^ Upon tlit 

wholef 
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^hich were not employed in the field; and amid the pcf 

petuai liurr J o( an inn, a barrack, or a guard-ioom, all 

literarf 

whole, confiderlng the cansp fiad doM both (he Wiocheller and tht Oofport 
duties all the fummcr, they behaved very wcU, and made a fine appearance. 
As they Riarched by, i had niy ufual cuiiofity to count their ftlci* ^ The teU 
lowing Is my field return t 1 think it a curioficy i I am (am it It moR esift 
(haa is coamoBAy made ip atevkwing fciieraL 
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N. B. The Gof^rt detachment from the Lancaihire confided of two 
hundred and fifty men* 1\\<6 Puckingliamihire took the Winchefler duty that 
day. 

Sothatthig camp in England, fuppofcd complete, with only one detach* 
mer^r, liad under arms, on Che day of tiie grand review, little more than half 
their c/lahUfhment. This amazing deficiency (though exemplified in every re- 
pmetit I Imve feen) Is an extraordinary military phoenomenon : what mud it be 
Upon forc lgTi ftrrv'ice ? i doubt whether a nominal army of an hundred thou- 
^nd men often brings fifty into the field. 

Upon oor rcnim t» SouthampiVD in tbi «vaiia|, wo loond Vis Thomas . 
Wom^Tf 

Mshtr ttft.>««Ont of tlMft faDpiiMn» wUdi li li MMMnmy oaiy aor 
nNHHiy 10 wniiiBBHif oraw no von aMngnoa n ■ t^jt onutn no* 
iia»'dMOtockGilaodar. Uft nSghtt whan to bid» I ma tUBUnip cf a 
Mmaiaa «l II. 4t la Naait 

yMf* TV! Iri an m €0ii6dar what waa dia Ciadtt 'aod An4faig wj/VH 
Ifaai'aiH o£ St^ 1 dataiarinal aoaaad a Aartf bat^atfjf aa a aU aa t aaliaA of Mr* 
Dadnrill bock dt G^Hi» hgr tha ftmaoa Dr« lUllay. * It it- oat/ awaa iy^ b a 
b«taalflBMitatadlttboraagjbqr,lnd varifled tba CTlptfUhinft i| 
w a my |Qo4 anerabif *s waifc. 

OAabap 
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literary i4eas were baniihcd frooi nay mind. After this long 
fg^t the longeft which I hav^ ever knowii| I once mora 

tafted 

Oaober ftStfa.]~I JoqM mr a new Qnek Lodoon which I tan jol^ 
neAftd ftoiii London. It it that of Robert Conftantine» Lugdun. 1 637. It 
li • wciy brg* Yoiume in Mo^ in two partty comprifing in the whole 1785 
^•g^ After the great Thelkum« this it efteemed the beft Greek Lexicon, 
It ftemttobefo. Of « varietyof words for whtchl loplsed, I always feun^ 
fa exaA deilnitioo $ the various fenies well diftingdlhedy and properiy fvp* 
1»ortcd» by the beft authorities. Howevart I ftiil prefer the radical method of 
$capuia to this alpliabetical one. 

De^embsr ilth.]—- J have already given an idea of the Gofport duty y I (hatt 
only M)d a trait which characterizes admirably our unthinking failors. At a 
time when they Icnew that they (hould Infallibly be difchargcd in a ftm; 
weeks, nwnl^, who had conflderable wages due to them> weteamtinnaUf 
jumping oyer the wallsy and rifciulng the loAi^ of it fora&w hours amufe* 
mcntatPortfoBOUth. 

17th.]— We found old C.-iptain Meard at Ahcsford, with the fccond divifj<Mi 
of the fburteenth. He and all hii oncers fupped wuh us, a^d made the evcn^ 
ing T&iaci a drunken ouc, 

i^^h']— 'About the fame hour our two corps paraded to march off. They,, 
an old corps of regulars, who had been two years quiet in Dover caftle. We, 
part of a young body of militia, two-thirds of our men recruits, of four 
fnont|is ilianding, two of which they had pafl*ed upon very difaj^ree^ble duty. 
JLvery advantage was on their fide, and yet our fuperiority, hoth as to ap- 
pearance and difcipline, wasfo ftriking, thatthe moft prejudiced regular could 
rot hivp hpfitatcd a moment. At the end of the town our two companies le- 
paratcd j my father's flruck off for Pctersfield, whilft I continued my rout to 
Alton into which place 1 marched my company about noon 5 two years fix 
months ond fifteen days after my ftrft leaving it. I i^avc the men fom.c beer at 
rrOl calling, which they received with great checrfulnrf in ! (Jrctncy. 1 HinccL 
anrt liy at Hmifon's, wheic J was received with that old-faihioned breedin|^ 
which IS at once (q lionourable and fi> troublefome . 

a 3d.]-— Our two companifs were diflifnhodied ; mine at Alton, and my 
fither*s at Beriion. Smith marched them over from Pctersficldj they fired 
t|H-ee yoUiea, l«fiiid the major's CQlonn^ delivered up their arms, raoenied 
thsar mcffwyb pi<P0k4|f a 4hMicr at the major*s expence, and then feparateclr 
with great cfayefiiihi^s apd regulaiity. Thus ended tbaanilkiai 1 may Cs^r 
epded, fince cur annual afipolilies in May .are fo wy precarious, andean be 

fo little ufe. However* our UK^ttfM and ^nimt are iiHl kept up, and> 
qUfpft^edat.thercodczirvosaf thsir Mipaqyi iiw^tha a4^iai|t moainaat. 
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tafted at Dover the pieafarcs of reading and thiiriilAg<; 
mnd tfie hungry apprthe with which I opened a indhme 4i 

TuHy's philofophical workt is ftill prefimt to my memoff. 

The laft review of my Efl'ay before its publication^ hid 
prompted me to inveftigate the ntiturt of tht gods ; my inquh» 
lies led me to the Hiftoire Critique du Maniehdflfiiieof BteMi^ 

fobre, 

At tut wii Ml cxtciordtiMiy Tccne of life, Ip whidi I m ensagod tev 
llireeyean anda haJf (ram the date of my commtflloii^ jnd above two yeaia 
and a half liniii the dtne of our embodyfaig^ 1 cannot tike my leate ofit with- 
MtlbiiMlbNrMficaioo**. WlienleBipifredibU^ I MMOly Ignonmtor Oa 
MMfe and aottfeqiieiiMib I ti||eted» becanfe my fMhcr dkl» withpit mm 
imagiiiinf that we fluHild be called oot, till it wns too late to letwat with hc^ 
aour. Indeed* I believe it happena thiooshOQt, that our ntoft imjpoitant a^ 
tionft have been often detennlned by chance, caprice* or fiime very inadequate 
Motive. Afterour embodying* many things eontfibited<to make me fopport 
it with gnat hnpotience. Our ooatlnual dixies with ilio dnkt of Baton.! 
•ur tmfettled way of life, which hardly allowed me booki or kiAire fat iludy % 
xoA more than all* the dilagreeable Ibciety hi which 1 was fotced to live. 

Aftermentioning my MMvap^ I muft fty Ibin^thing of what I found 
agMlde. Now it la over« I can make the ftpMion mooh betterthan I 
coBid at tho I* The vnTcttM w»y of life idelf had tta aitaitagai. 
Theeiercife and changoof ^r and of objedb amufed me* at the fame time 
that it Ibftified my health* A new field of knowledge and amufement 
opened itfelf to me i that of military aflkirs* which* both in my ftodies ^nd 
tHMli, WHI g^v* m» tyet for a new wnridof thingi* wMeh before wouM 
hmpaMunheOdid. ]ndeed» in that refped I can hardly help wiihing our 
hfltttfoD hid oontinnedaQotfiRr year. We had got c fine ftt of new men* all 
ottrMoukiea were overt we were perfeaiy wefl clothed and appointed! 
aad» Aom the progieft olnr ^tcruits had already made* we cobM promifeour- 
Mm that we'fiiould be one of the beft militia •oofpi Hy ndtt flnnmert a dr* 
•omftance that would have been the more agreeable (0 mo* ai I am now Mb* 
HMhed che real aaing major of the battalion. But what I value mbll* it the 
knowledge it haa ghran me of mai^kind in general* and of my own oonntry in 
partieular. The gcncnl fyfiem of oar government, the mathodiof onrfef 
veraioflkes, the departments and powera of fheh* rrfpeaive dfllccrt* Ottrpm. 
vinotal-and municipal adminiftration, the views of our feveral parfiet* tl^ 
ohawftiri, conneaioM* and indoence of our principal people* have bean 
Ittprefied on my mind* not by vain theory, but by the indeHbJe Icfiona of 
a^ion and experience. 1 have made a number of valuable acquaintance* and 
ammyfelfuttch better known* than (with my lefervod eharaaer) I fiiouUI 
have been in ten years, pafling regularly my funwiers at Beriton* and my 
winters in London. So that the fum of all iSy that I usk giftd tht militia haa 
lean* andghid(hatitisnomoi«. 
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fobre, who difcuEes many deep queftions of Pagan and 
Clkriftian theology : and from, this rich trtaCury of fy£ts 
and opinittiS) I deduced my own conlequcnces, beyond 

the holy circle of the author. After ihis recovery I never 
.rclapfed into indolence; and my example might prove, that 
in the life moil averfe to ftudy, fome hours may be ftolen, 
Cbme minutes may be inatched. Amidft the tumult of Win- 
diefter camp I ibmedmes thought and read in my tent ; in 
the more fettled quarters of the Devize*^, Blandford, and 
Southampton, I always iecured a ieparate lodging, and the 
.nece&ry books $ and in the fummer of 1762, while the new 
- militui was^ raifing, I en j oyed at Beriton two or three months 
'of literary repofe*. la forming a new plan of ftudy, I he- 
iitated between the mathematics and the Greek language i 
both of which I had negledked fince my return firom Lau- 
finne. I confulted a learned and friendly mathematician, 
Mr. George Scott, a pupil of dc Aloivre , and lus map of a 
country which I have never explored, may perhaps be more 
ferviceable to others f. As foon as I had given the prefe* 
rence to Greek, the example of Scalig^r and my own rea* 

foa 

* Jov R V A L, May 8th, 1762 ] — This was my birth-day. On which I en* 
tercd into the twcnty-fixth year of my aee. This gave me occafion to looka 
little into myfelf, and confider impartiaKy my luod aiul bad qualities. It ap^ 
pcai td to intj upon this inquirv, tlm: my charailei* w^s virtyous, incapabk 
of a bak- action, and formed ior generous ones; but th?t It was piottd, vio* 
lent, and difafreeable m lodety. Thefe qualities I muft endeavour to culri- 
vate, extirpate, or rcftrain, according to their different tendency. Wit 1 
liavc none. My imagination is rather ftron?: than pleaftng. My memoiy bOCb 
capacious and retentive. Tnt- ili nmg qualities ot my underftanding are ex.% 
tenfivencfs and penetration i but I want bothquicknt fs and exa^cfs. As to 
iTiy fituation in life, though I may fometimes repine at it, it perhaps is the 
befl adapted to my charaacr. I can command aii the conveniencie r>f life, 
and I can command too that independence, (that firft earthly blefTinB:,) 
v hich is hardly to be met with in a liit^her nr lower fortune. When 1 talk of 
my fituarion, I muft exclude thar tcm-jonn' one, of being in the militia. 
1 :.oiisli I ^o through it with fpirit and application, it is boch unit ibr, aa^ 
unworthy of mc. 

• t ^ Appcadurj Letttr« N«> XHT, mt/Amf, fiemMn Scottto Mr. Gibbon, 
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.ibniietcrmined mc on the choice of Homer, the £uher of po<« 
.ctry, and the Bibie of tbe ancients: but Scaliger ran throu|^ 
theHiad in one and twenty d^ysi and I was not diflatisfied 

with my own diligence for performing the fame labour in an 
equal number oi weeks. After the firft difficulties were fuTt 
.mounted, the langoage of natpre and harmony fi>on became' 
cafy and fiuniiiar, and each day I (ailed upon Ac oQean widi 

ii bniker gale and a more ileady courie. 



' VaHfitii fr^notv iM«r»f IruVy *uj^^i' Kv^uit 

'H yUnf «#T4 ttvfm imstftrwwm mAi»#«*« JUm^ A» 481^ 

In the iiudy of a poet who has iince become the moil intU 
mate of my friends, I fucceffirely applied many ps#igea 
and fragments of Greek writers } and among thefe I fliaB 

notice a life of Homer, in the Opufcula Mythologica of 
Gakf feveral books of the geography of Strabo, and th^ 
entire treatiie of Iionginus, whtchji from th^ title and thg 
flyle, is equally worthy of the epithet of fiAlim* My 
grammatical fkill was improved, my vocabulary was en- 
larged 9 and in the militia I acquired a juft and indelibly 
knowledge of the firft of languages. On eyery march, 19 
. every journey, Horace was always in my pockety and often 
in my hand: but I fhould not mention his two critical epif- 
tles, the amufement of a morning, had they not been aCn 
companied by the elaborate commentary of Dr. Hurd^ now 
Bifliop of Worcefter, On the interefting fubje(^ of coai<9 
pofitlon and imitation of epic and dramatic poetry, I pre- 
fumed to think for myfclfj and thirty clofe-written pages ia 
folio could fcarcely comprife my fuUand free difeuffionof thf 
(enfe of the mailer ^ the pedantry of the fervantf* 

Afte^ 

f wmmm fair wlnd» and Uwriiig IreAt 

Apollo feot thttik } quick dwy mr*d the maftf 
Then fffj^ th* wtfollMd onim to the gale, 
Attdthewtadmi^dit. ft«irM the 6bfe flMi 
ArQttnd the bark> that wnt as flie went 

IMh*d ^ifide the bfiae* and ibnddtd wmif* Cowrta^t Bmtr^ 
t SeeYoLU. Mifecflaoam Wiriai 
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After his oracle Dr. Johnfon, my friend Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds denies all ohginai geniuS) any lutural propenfity of the 
mind to onu art or feienca rather than anochtr. Without 

cagnging in a raet.ii hyfical or rath«r rerbai difpute, I knnv^ 
hy experience, that from my earlv youth I aipircd to the 
character of an hiftorian* While I ferved in the militia, 
before and after the puhltcatiou ol my efiay, this idea ripened 
in my mind) nor can I paint in more lively colours the feek 
ings of the moment, than by traiifcribiug iome pa liases, 
under their rcfpe^tive dates^ from a journal which I kept U 
that time, 

Beriton^ Jpril lytu 
(In a fhort cxcurflon from Dover.) 

*' Having thought of fcvcrai fnbjccls for an hiltorical 
^ compofttion) I chofe the expedition of Charles VXU. of 
** Prance into Italy. I read two memoirs of Mr. de Fon* 

cemae^ne in the Academy ot Inlci ipitons (lom. xvii. p. 
u — 607.), and abliradcd them, 1 iikcwUe iiniilicd ihts 
^ day a dilfertation, in which I examine the right of Char*- 
^ les VIII. to the crown of Naples^ and the rival claims of 
" the Huuil: t>{ Anjou and Aiiagon: it confifti often foUo 

pages, bcfidcs large notes*.'* 

Beriton^ Augujl 4, 1761. 

(In t week*s excurfion from Windieftercamp.) 

" After having long revolved fubje<Sts for my iutcadcd 
" hiftorical efiayi I renounced my firii thought of the expe* 
^ ditton of Charles VIIL as too remote from us, and radier 

introdutSlion to groat events, than great and important 
in itfclf. I i'uccethvt-ly chote and reje^d the crufade of 
<^ Richard the Firil', the barons* wars againil: John and 
« Henry the Third, the hiftory of Edward the Black Prince, 
tiic iivwb auvl comparifons of Henry V. and the Emperor 
!* Titus, the life of Sir Philip Sidney, and that of the Mar- 
quis of Montroft^ At length 1 hsve fixed on Sir Walter 

« Raleigli 

« See Vol a pk 6. 
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Rakigh for my here. Hts eventful ftory is wied by th^ 

^ cfaaca&ers the iiMier and failor, the courtier and hifio-^ 
xiifi; aod it ^lay afford fuchafund of materials as I defire, 

<* which have not yet been properly manufactured. At pre*. 

** fent I caniiot attempt the execution of this work. Free 
Jeifure, and the opportunity of cpnfulting many books^ 
both printed and manufcript^ are as nece&ry as tfacy ttt 
impoffible to be attained in my prefent way of life. How^ 
ever, to acquire a general infight into my fubjcdl and re* 
(iaauQes, I read the life of Sir Walter Raleigh by Dr. Birch, 
hts copiotis article m the General Pid^ionary by tbe bum 

^ faand^ and the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and Jaisea tlit 

"-Firft in Hume's Hulory of England/' . 

Beriiofjf "January i.262. 
(In \ ni«nfih*»aMeiic^ from the pievizcf «> 

*^ During this interval of repofe, I again turned my 
^ thoughts to Sir Walter Raleigh) aiyi looked more doiely 
^ into my malorials. \ read the two volumes in quarto of 
*^the Bacon papers, publifhed by Dr. Krch$ the Fragv 
** menta Rcgulia of Sir Robert N.auiitgn, Mallet's Life of 

Lord Bacon, and the political treaties of that great man in 
^ the 6rfl volume of his works, with many of his letters iir 
« the fecond 3 3tx William Monibn's Naval Traas, and 

the elaborate Life of Sir Waher Raleigh, which Mr. 
^ Oldys has pretixed to the be{l edition gf hiSt Hiiftory of the 
^ World. My iubjefSl opens upon me, ffnd in genexaL iliiif 
* proves upoi?^ a nearer profpe 

SirtUH, July 26, 176a. 
* (Puring vft^ Ummei tt64met.\ 

^ I am afraid of being reduced to drop my hero ; but mjr 

^ time has not, however, been loft in the refearch of his 
ftory, and of a memorable *era of our Englifh annals* 
« The Life of Sir Waller Raleigb, by Oldys, is a very 
^ poor performance; a lervile panegyric^ or flat aipdogy, 

5^ icdiouily minute^ aiid compofcd in a dull and ufi'edtcd 
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« ftylc. Yet the author was a man of diligence and lcarn» 
•/^ ing» who had read every thing relative to fats fubje^l^ and 
f^'whots ample colle£lions are arranged with pcrfpicuity and 

method. Exccptijig fome anecdotes lately revealed in the 
*^ Sidney and Bacon papers, I know not what I ihould be 
^ able to add. My acnbition (exclufive of the uncertain 
^ merit of ftyleand (entiment) muft be confined to the hope 

of giving a good abridgment of Oldys. I have even the 

difappointment of ^ndiug fome parts of this copious work 
^ very dry and barren ; and thefe parts are unluckily fome of 

the moft charaderiftic ! Raleigh^s colony of Virginia, his 
*^ quarrels with EfTex, the true fecret of his confpiiacy| 

and| above ail, the detail of his private life, the moil ef* 
<^ fential and important to a biographer^ My beft refource 
^ would be in the circumjacent hiftory of the times, and 

perhaps in fome digreflions artfully introduced, like the 
*t fortunes of the Peripatetic phiiofophy in the portrait of 

Lord BaGon« fiut the reigns of Elizabeth and James tht 
' ^ Firft are the periods of Englifii hiftory, which have been 
, the moll varioijfly illuftratcd : and what new lights could I 

refled on a fubjecSl, which has cxerciied the accurate induf- 
^ try of fiircb^ the lively and curious acutcnefe of fyia^kk^ 
^ the critical fpirit of Huri^ the vigorous (enie of MaUn 

and Robertfon^ and the impartial philoiophy of Hume? 

Could I even furmount thefe obilacles, I ihould ihrink; 

with ferror from the modern hiilory of Enghmd, where 
^ every chara&er is a problem, and every reader a friend or 
' an enemy ; where a writer is fuppcfed to hoift a flag of 
" party, and is devoted to damnation by the adverfe faction. 

Such would be my reception at home: and abroad, the 
^ hiftorian of Raleigh muft. enceunter an indiHerence far 

more hitler than ccnfure or reproach. The events of his 
^Mife are intcrefling; but his chara^er is ambiguous, his 
^/at^ons are obfcurc, his writings are Englifh, and his 
^ fame is confined to the narrow limits of our language aid 
^ our iAand*. I muil embrace a (afer and more exienfive 
1* thcoie. • . 

" There 
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' ^ There ia one* which I IhouU prefer t» all others, 7il# 

Hi/lory 0/ th^ Liberty of the Swl/s^ of that independence 
** which a brave people refcucd from the Houfc of Auftriai 
defended againft a Dauphin of France» and finally fealed 
with the blood of Charles of Burgundy. From fuch e 
theme, fo full of public fpirit, of military glory, of exam- 
pics of virtue, of Icflbnsof government, theduUclt Granger 
would catch fire: what might not / hope, Mrhofe talents,. 
^ whatfoever they may be, would be inflamed with the xcai 
^ of patrlotifm. But the materials of this hiflory are inac- 
** ceflible to nic, faft locked in ihc obfcurity of an old bai ba- 
*^ rous German dialed, of which I am totally ignorant, and, 
** which I cannot refolve to learn for this fole and peculiar 
purpofe. 

' I have anotlicr fubje^^ in view, which is the contraft of 

the former hiftory : the one a poor, warlike, virtuous re« 
^ public^ which emerges into glory and freedom 1 the other, 
^ a commonwealth, foft, opulent, and corrupt ; which, by 
* juft degrees, is pi ccipitatcd from the abufe to the lofs of 
" her liberty ; both Icllbns are, perhaps, equally inftru£livc. 
^ This fecoiKl fubjea is, 7he Hift^ry rftlm RtpuUU rfFk- 
^ nncty undir thi Houp of Medkh: a period of one hun-r- 

dred and fifty years, which rifes or defcends from the dregs 
" of the Florentine democracy, to the title and dominion of 

Cofmo de Medicis in the Grand Duchy of Tuicany. I 
^ might deduce a chain of revolutions not unworthy of the 
•*pen of Vcrtoti fingular men, and ftngular events j the 

Medicis four times expelled, and as often rccallcdi and 
<^ the Genius of Freedom rclu<^antly yielding to the arms of 
^ Charles V. and the policy of Cofma The chanAer and 
^ fate of Savanerola, and the revival of arts and letters in 

Italy, will be efTcntially coimc£led wifh the elevation of 
" the family and the fidi of the republic. The Medicis 
^ (ilirps quafi faultter nata ad inftauranda vel ibveada ftu* 
*^ dia (Lipfnis ad Germanos et Oallos, Epift. viii.) wereil* 
*• lull idled by the patronage of Iraming; and enthufiafm was 
^ the moft formidable weapon of iliau advcrfaries. On this 

^ fplendid 
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^ fptmM AibJ^tft f ^vSi froMAf fix ; but wheny or 

^ wherc^ or hyw wiii it be executed? I behold in a dark 
^ and doubtful perlpedive.'' 

Res altd terra, et caligiac mcrfas*. 

• JovKNAL, July 27> 176a.]— The feftcAiont wluch 1 wis making yef- 
t^rday I continued and digeited to-day. I don*t abfolutely look on that time 
M loft^ bat that Itmi{lit llaYo been better employed than in revoIvHig Icheinetf 
the f iwctieii ol wMdi it fo fir diftant* 1 mnftleam to check tbdb waiidtr«> 
logt of my imagination. 

Nov. H']'^ ^if^tA at the Cocoa Ttce with •*«*oo | whO| under a great 
a|>peanlDce of odditya conceals more real honour* good fenfe* and even know- 
ledge! than half thofe who laugh at him. We went thence to the play 
(the Spanifli Friar) ; and when it wat over, returned to the Cocoa TVoe* 
That nipedafak bod/, of which I have the honour of being a member* afliKdt 
every evening fight truly EngliOi* Twenty or thirtyy perhape» of the firft 
men In the kingdom^ in pokit of ftduon and fortune, fupping at little tabka 
vbttfftd with a napkin. In the middle of • colfte*rDom, upon a bit of cold 
flWit, m a Stndwicby and dnnkios a glafli of ponclu At pfeftnt, we areM 
4lfkittg*»comifel]onandk>idlof the bedchamber; who, havkigjolnpidkit* 
the mkitilfy, make a very fingular medley of their old principkf and languag^f 
^th their modem ones, 

N0r. 1^.]— I wtnif with MaSet to bradcMI vritb Oankki and thtence 
t»Dtai7*lMieHattft9 where I alBfled at a very private reheaifti, totbeOreen^ 
iMftt of a new teii«edy of MaUet% aAM Slvira» As 1 havt fince feen k 
a«ed, I il^ defer my opinion of it till theni but I cannot help maotioQinf 
Sere the furpriling verfatility of Mrs. Pritchard*s talents, who refaaaried, al« 
Moft at the ihme thue, the part of a Airious queen in the Oreen-room, and that 
if a coquette 00 tfieftage) and paflbdAveraltknetfiom one to the other witb 
tbentvioft eafr and hnppbteft. 

Dec. so.]x^Before I ciofc the yearlmull babnce oiy accoont>-Hiot cCm»» 
ney, bht of time. 1 may divide my ftudlee Into four bnnelies f I. Books that 
t hkve read for themfcWesf daUte wiliersi or capital treatlfot upon any fct* 
mmi ibcb books as ought to be penifod with attcntkm, and meditated with 
care. Oftheii 1 read al* iwMfy hmh (At JUmH ttttMg tSe tAn» firf Mt 
iftki Oinff^ tkt Life cf Hmttf and Iwpmit ittft Tif^evf « «. Books which I 
have readr or oosfultedj to IllnftFBte the former. Such as this year, BImM^ 
wW* Inquiry inf tJklAft mid H^fit'iBgi / Jftawr, Burke* t SkMim* Mmd BiMti' 
JkU ihrdftH«rmn% GukAar^t MewaSruMiHttirctt a great variety of pal!2iget 
of thrwicoti oocaflonatty ufoMi large eitnas from Bietnac, Boyle, and 
iPirttri and many memoirs and abftraOa from the Ae^iUmy ff B«lki Lmmt 
mnotig thefo I (haU only mention here two long and curious fuites of dUbta- 
th a i t At sflff tJh Temfle of J>cl^h\^ tU Am^Mayom CmmU, tui tkt Btfj^ 
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Thr yotttliful habUs' of the language and mantiert of 
France had left: in my mind an ardent dcHre of rcviiiting ins 
Continent oii a larger and more liberal plan. According to 
the law ot cuiboiy jmi perhaps of reafon, foreign travel com- 
plete* the education of an Engiifli gentleman : my fether 
had oonfirnted to my wifti, but I was detained above four 
years by my rafh engagement in the militia, I eagerly 
grafped the firft moments of freedom : three or four weeks in 
Hampihire and London were employed in the preparations 
of my journey, and the farewell vifits of fricndlhip and civi- 
lity; my laft a<5l in town was to applaud Mallet's new tra- 
gedy of Elvira ts a po&*cbaile conveyed me to Dover^ the 

pacirac 

if ML M' JMKm md d» Faim $ tAt 9tk»r wfm tki CamucftU Grt» 
timh fyi£Mi Jfmtftt^ Qtdtsfn^ 44^ Btrft, 3. Book* of ««if«ment 
«Rdi«AroAiQp» penrfirfataay lffiluivbaui«> wIthoiiiaiqrrtfaraMtttaivgalv 
jAmmf (Mf, Ql tide^ pe^mpt, I read too ttmoy, finsc I wmt ifaropKh th* 
hUttiUmSmm, faf Ltdoeand ^mipij^ mmcf cacfiat fioniLeClspc*! 
Mcppa^ fife C/cMMMM^ and Cdhpii* BraJmUf M^nhft J0;gnit^ Tiw 
Sithfy r9fftMi SM$ d$ Lamt XIK dUdmme it Mm^mili^s Mmem, 
md F m amM * Wwh, 4. Oomjaahtlmof 117 own. Ifliidhiidlyany» C9U 
mt^ ttk ymmtdt and tht Smrm» tf Murttt ibraet^ whioh (iiln t chipMr of 
MwMiaiii) mtBiai mmsf tUngs vtij diflboit from in litlo. ToKliii» ibttr 
hadi i mill tUtytvoM Ailkh. 5. ThoTo trcatifttof BagUih laStarf wUolt 
1 nod m IfMOHTi with oview to my now aboctivr Ibbenie of the L^9fSr 
itVtfr Mtidgk, 1 oug^fiii#ied to Iwvt known nif own. ouod better fad^ 
idinBiii thcBL Upottili«wliolc,aftiriniaciof pi«pirdloNiM»«o» lamM 
diihModwMichojvar. 

IfeifhiOiWcehiwliieliliiiMMBeritOR^ at chceodoftbUandtiielNBbi. 
rtBf oftbocnfiimsyaary oMalmoftoldanli. Ifeldom wentont; uidtttbo 
ytkmt of inweUing wM^at ]nft encMy iettlod, the hurry oC iaipiCl«neo» 
Aecaraoof p«epafatiMi% and tho Midamcfi of lifimdalwaa gqiaf tsqaSi* 
dtowedino Incdly anf nioiMOW Ibr ftady. 

t Jo«aii4<i» JafMtafy iith» ty^j.]— I calkd upon Or. MMjrinthemocn- 
ing. ll*Mld mo chat tlie Doktt de Niwmcts defired to he acquainted wilit 
M 11 wat ktdetd with that viewthat I had \« ritten to Maty from Bericon to 
yvcfent) in my name, a copy of my book to him. Thonoe I went to Becker^ 
foid Mm Idi hill» (fifty-loiir pounds*) and gavo him hock, hit «wiilatioafc it 
amft bt pnoiod, tbaoi^ very indifTrrent My comlon is, that mj mi§6mmm 
^001 on CAtOBinon one. We dinod and Topped at tli« MaUcti. 

mh* I w«nt with Maly to vilit the Duke i» Albemarle -Sirtct. He if a 
Ink emactafed figure^ but^pean t»podMi^a> g a n t i nnderflaa di n g i taile and 

kiiowlMi|ia* 
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(ackot to Boubgiie^ ml fiich.imtny dfligenccy that 1 reidi« 
cd Paris on the i8di of January^ 1763, only tbirty*fix days 

after the difbanding of the militia. Two or three years 
were loofcJy deiined ior the term of my abfence $ and I waa 
left at liberty to fpend that time in fudi places and in foch a 
manner as Ms moft agreeaUe to my ta^ and judgment 

In 

knowledge. He offered me very polite !y letters for Prirh. We dined at our 
lodgings. 1 went to Covcnr Garden to fee Woodward in BobadUj and fuppcd 
writh the MalUtsat George Scott's. 

JotMiNAL» Jan. 19th, t763>]«^ wiitod iipoo Lady Hemy and fbe Duke 
M2mnoii> and rtoeWed ny aadentblii tady Htmj^t are for M. la 
Oonice de G^flat> and MUdame GaoAlQ* The Dttke reoeivcd me cirillyf bat 
(perlHHMtiiraiisliliilaty^efiiiik)m^ ai a 

« manoffiiihkiiK HU letima»eiftifelyinttiatftyle| totlieOoitntdeOiylM 
and M. M. de la Bleleriei de See. Palaye> Caperoaier* do Cloe» de Foice0uisne> 
and d'Alembert. I then vadreabd a>r the play. My ftlher and I went to tha 
RoTe* in the paiAge of the pbiy.hoiift» wheie we found MaUcr» with about 
thirty frieode. We dined togecher* and imttheoee into the. pit» where wa 
took our plaeeein«body» ready 10 Alenee all oppofition. Hewevert we 
I had no Occaflon to exert ourfelvet. Norwithftanding the malice of ptrtyt 
Malkt*s nation, connexions, and, indeed^ im|Mrudence^ we heard nothing but 
applaufe. 1 think it waa delcnred. The planwaahomiwed fiom de la Moctey 
but the deuils and language have great merit. A fine vein of dramatic poetry 
rans throt^h the piece. The fcenes between the father and fon awakeaaknoA 
every fenCition of the human breaft | and the coonfcl would have equa^y 
moved, but for the inconvenience unavoidable upon all theatres, that of en> 
crufling fine fpeeches to indifferent adors. The perplexity of tiic cataitro^ha 
h much, and 1 believe juftly, criticifed. fiot anotlier defea made a Wronger 
imppeffion open me* When a poet ventures upon the drvadiiil Situation of ;» 
£tther who condemns hie ion to death, there is no medium, the father mull' 
ollher be a monfVer or a hero. Hie obligations of juf^Icc, of the public good, 
muft }fK as binding, as apparent, as perhaps thoie of the firft Brotus. The 
cruel necefltty confccrates his adlions^ and leaves no room liMr repentance. Tbo 
thought is (hocking, if not carried into a£lion. In the execution of Brutat*a 
fons 1 am feniible of that fatal neceffity. Without fuch an example, the un- 
ieitkid Uberty of Rome would have pcriihed t!\c inftant after its birth. But 
Akmio might have pardoned his fon for a ralh attempt, the caufe of which was 
a private injur)-, and whofe confcquences could never have difturbed m eiln^ 
UiAied government He mic:ht hnvr p:\rdoncd fuch a crime in any other fub- 
}cX } and as the laws could exatt only an equal rig^our fot a fon, a vain appetite 
for glory, and a mad atfe^ntion of hrroifm^ could alone have inftucnied him 
to eacrt an unequal and lu^rior icvericy. 
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in this firft viiit I pafled three months anda htlf, (January 

ftS — M.'.y 9,) and a much longer fpace mi^ht have been 
agreeably iilledy without aiiy intercourfe with the natives. 
At home we are content to move in the daily round of plea* 
fure and buiinefs $ and a fcene which is always prefent is 
iuppofed to be within our knowledge, or at leaft within our 
power. But in a foreign country^ curioiity is our bufinefs 
and our pleafure; and the traveller! confcious of his igncM 
rance^ and covetous of his t*ime« is dilic^ent in the feardi 
and the view ot every object tluit can clei'ji vc his attention. 
I devoted many hours of the morning to the circuit of Paris 
and the neighboui^hood^ to the vifit of churches and palaceft 
confpicuoas by thetr archite6kure, to the royal manuftiduresy 
colledions of books and pi^lures, and all the various trea- 
fures of art, of learning, and of luxury. An Engliftiman 
may hear without reluctance, that in thefe curious and coflly 
articles Paris is fuperior to London } flnce the opulence of 
the French capital arifcs from the defeats of its government 
and religion. In the abfonce of Louis XIV. and his fucccf- 
fors, the Louvre has been left unfiniflied : but the millions 
which have been laviflied on the fands of VerCniileSi and the 
mora6 of Marli, could not be fupplied by the legal allowance 
of a Bririfh king, l^he fplendour of the French nobles is 
confined to chcir town reAdence » that of the i^ngliih is more 
ufefttUy diftributed in their country feats; and we (hould be 
aftoniihed at our oWn riches, if the labours of architedure, 
the fpoils of Italy ajid Greece, which arc now fcattcred from 
Inverary to Wilton, were accumulated in a few ilrcets be^ 

tween Marybone and Weftminfter. All fuperfluous orna- 
ment is rejeded by the cold frugality of the proteftants; 

but the catholic fuperftition, which is always liic ciicniy 
of rcalonj is often the parent of the arts. The wealthy 
communities of pricils and monks expend their revenues 
in ftately edifices i and the pariih church of St* Sulpice, 
one of the nobleft ftrudures in Paris, was built and 
adorned by the private induftry of a late cure. In this 
outfct, and ftill more in the fequel of my tour> my eye 
Vol- L I WW 
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WM amufed i but the pleafii^ vifion amnot be Axed by 
^ pen I the particular imagea are darkly feen tbveugh 

the medium of five-and-twenty years, «iid the narra- 
tive of my life tnuil not dcgenerace into a book, ot tra- 
vel*. ^ 

Bot die principal end of my jonrtoey -wac to enjoy 
the fociety of a poliOied and amiable people, in whofe 
favour I was ftrongly prejudiced, and to coiwcric with 
4bme authors^ whofe converfatlon, as i fondly imagined, 
muft he far more pleafing and inftru^ive than theur 'writ- 
inq%. The moment was happily chofen. At the clofe of 
a (uccefsAU war the Briti(h name was refptdlcd on the con- 
liaeot. 

Clarum et venerabile nomcn 
Gentibus* 

Ottt opinions, our falhibhs, tvtti oar gam<», "W^re adopt* 

cd in France, a ray of national glory illuminated each 
individual, and every Engiifhman was fuppofed to be born 
^ patriot and a philofopher. For myfelf, I carried a per- 
'ibnal 'reeomnlendatioii^ tny name and my CiTay were al- 

« ready 

• |ouKN AL,2i fenitr 1763.}— Aujourdhui j*ai commence ma toum^, 
pour voir les endrolts dlgne»(l*atC0nti<Nidai»la ville. D*Aogny m*a accom- 
pagnc. Nous fommes aU£i d*abord i la biblietheque de TAbbay^ de St. Ger- 
»na?n des Prez, od toutk fllOtod^ ftolt «eettp6 1 rairangement d*un cabinet dc 
cuuofites, et I llidpiul deiimmlides, oOrte tfdAe Mt ilemi^^i caufe des repa- 
rations qu'on y fidfoit U 4oitc dURm* tar vMte et la dcfeription 4m ces deux 
rndioits. De Ik Ddut fiNMiwt lUfi ¥oir rieole mUitaire. Gomme ce bid* 
ment s'eleve I coc6 det ln?»tMei| Uen des gens y vcraoient on moycnaflbt fa- 
cile d*appreder let aitMs difiittmtti'de leyit fendaieurs. Dms run tout eft 
grand et HBxHiMt d4n»l*Mtre ttut fitpetit tt nMapiiii. Derpetitt forpt dt 
logis blanctetlflfei propres, qui, iv Itau de So^sentiMuMmiieiy dOKOn aptitf, 
en contiennent 058, coropoAnt tout retiAliAiiMiit | car le manise cc k« ecu* 
ries ne foot lien. U eft tml qo*oii dlt i|n« est bacinMiit ne font qu^uafefaaAAi* 
dage, qu*oa d^ tor, pour liever le vfriiaMe Ouvragc Air cee dttris. 11 taut 
Hen en eilet^tt'oik n*alt pat Mti pour VknM, pui(<|aediaa«iii|t am la plA- 
park des poutfM If ftnt poiinict. Naue jtMiiiM cnAdto an coup d'oeU Air 
regli<edeSt.aiilpice, dcatla &side (teprtenectlefndcdetintdtlocteriee) 
n'cft point cncoft aclMv6e« ' 
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ready known 1 the compliment qf having written in th/e 
French language entitled me to fome xeturns of diriltty 

and gratitude. I was confidercd as a man of letters,' 
who wrote tor amufement. Before my departure i had 
obtained from the Duke de Nivernoisi Lady Hervey, the 
MaHetB, Mr* Walpole, kc, many letters of recommenda^ 

tioii to their private or literary friends. Of thcfe epif- 
Ues the reception and fuccefs were determined by thp 
charafter and fituation of the perfons by whom and to 
whom they were addreflfed : the ieed was fometimes caft 
-0:1 a barren rock, and it fometimes multiplied an hun-, 
dred fold in the production of new ihoots^ ipreading 
branches) and exquifite fruit. But upon the whDle> I 
bad reafon to praife the nadooal urbanity, which from 
the court has diffufcd its gentle influence to the (hop, 
the cottage, and the ichools. Of the men of genius of 
the age, Montefquieu and Fontenelk were no moref 
Vblcaire refided on his own eftate near Geneva; Roui^ 
feau in the preceding year had been driven from his her- 
mitage of Montmorency; and I bluQi at my having nc- 
glebed to feek, in this journey, the acquaintance of Btt(- 
iw. Among the men 6f letters whom I (aw^ Alcmbert 
and Diderot held the fbremoft rank in merit, or at leaft in 
fame. 1 (hall content myfelf with enumerating the well- 
known names of the Count dc Caylus, of the Abbe de la 
Blecerie^ Barthekmy, Reynal, Arnaud, ef Meffieurs de la 
Condamine, du Clos, de Ste* Palaye, de Bougainville, Ca- 
pcfonnier, de Guignes, Suard, &c. without attempting to dif- 
criminate the ihadcs of their charade rs, or the dcjgrees of our 
connexion. Alone, in a morning vifit, I ipommonly found 
the arttfts and authors of Pjuols lefs vain, jmd more mlbnable^ 
than m the circles of their equals, with whom they mingle 
. in the houfes of the rich. Four days in a week I had a 
place, widiout inviution, at the hofpitable tables of MeC> 
damea GeWirin and du Socage, of the.cdebrated Helvetius, 
and of the Baron d'Hblbach. In thefe iympofia the plea- 
iures of the table were improved by lively and liberal con-* 

I a variation I 
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verfations the company was fcle^ though various and vO* 

luntary*. 

Tlie focicty of Madame du Bocage was more foft and 
moderate than that of her rivals, and the evening conver- 
fations of M. de Foncemagne were fupported by the good 

fenle and lenniinp^ of the principal incnibcrs of the Aca- 
demy of Inlciptions. The opera and the Italiins I oc- 
callonaliy vifiteds. but the French^ theatre, bodi in tra- 
gedy 

* JoviNAL, Fevrier 176}.]— Je ffsuneirifite k TAbbi dcia BItterfey 
qui vent me mener chez h Duchelle d^AipiUlon i je me fi$ eciire chrs M. de 
BoiisainvUle que j*ai grande envie de cooQOitit»« ec me rendift enfoite dies le 
Baron d'OIbach, ami de M. Hdvecius. Cecoit ma pcemi^re vifite, et le pre- 
mier pas dans viie fort bonne maifeo^ Le Bamn-a de Vcfpiit et des^connoif* 
fancesy et fwtvut U donne fouvent et fbrt bien I dine^ 

Fevrl'er «4.]— L'Ahhe Barthekmy ert fort .^imahle et n'a de rantiquair^e 
qu'unc trcsgiande ciuduion. ft h is 1 1 (o'lwc parunfouper tres agreablc chez 
Madame Bontcms avcc M. le AiArt]Lj: i dc llaabcau. (Jet liomme ell fingu-' 
lier i il a alTcz d'lma^inatjon pour dix ,vjr.rc^, et pas alfez de fens raffis pour lol 
feul. Je lui ai t j't l->fauLO-jp dc qii^ilioni. iur ks titresdc lanoblcflib FrancoUc; 
niais tout ce cjiic j'tn ai pu comprcndrc, c*cft que pcrfoonc n'a la defllis det 
idcci bica ntitcs. 

> Mai 1 76 3. J— Muni d'une double lettre de recemmandatlon pour M. k 
Gomte de Caylus, je m'etols imagine que je trouveroil reunis en hii Thomme 
de lettres et rhomme de qualite^ Je le vis trois ou quatre fois, et jc vis un 
liomme Hmple, uni, bon, etf qui me temoignoit une bontc extreme. Si jc n'en 
ai point profile, je I'attrtbue molns a (on caraftere qu'a foii genre de vie. 11 fc 
levede srand matin, a>urt les attcliers des artirtes pcnd.int tout le jour, et 
rentre chez lui a fix heurs du folr pour fc mettre en robe dc clombrc^ et &*eo- 
fermer dans Ton cabinet. Le moyen de voir fes amis i 

St ces recommandations etoient fterites, il y en eut d*autm que deviment 
auffi iSomdes par leurt fuiteSi qu^ellea etoient agreables en elks mSmes. Dans 
me Cytale comme Paris* il eft neoeflUre* il eft jufte que des lettres de le- 
commoadatioo vous ayeitt dlffingn^ de la Me. Mais deique de la glaoe eft 
rompue, vos connoiaiuices fe multiplient* et 'W nonvesnx amis fe font un 
plaifir de vous en procorer d*autits plus nooveaux encore. Heumiit cflet de 
ce caraQere leger et aimable du Franjols,- qui a 6tabli dans Paris une douceur 
et une libeit£ dans la foci£r^» inconnues i randqidt(» et encore l^orSes des au. 
tres mtions. A Londres SI font fidre foo chemin dans ks maifons que ne s*ou- 
vrent qu*avec peine. Ul on croit vous fair plaifir en vous reeevant. Ici on 
•roit s>n faire 4 foi-meme. Aufll je coonois plus dc maUbDi ik Paris q»*« 
Londres ; le fiiit n'*eft pas vraiieinblable> mais il eft vrai. 
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afTitble znd jjoKrc, a;.: (hone m courts indarmieif hlf 

nciBOry couUi (upply^ and his ekiquroce could adorn, a co*> 
pioiif fimd of intniefttiif tfcdntri, Hb fiHt talkufiifm 
WM tbil of diifkjr aad ignciiliyres die iage gradually 
kpTed in the (aint, and Prince Lcwii of Wirteaiberg if now 

aycoc^f in the la(l ftage of 
itiyftic devotion. By fomc ccclcfisf^iccl quarrel Voisajxc 
hid been provoked to wthdi iwr hw ifcif £roai L au t inn Ct ami 
ftrtiM to liff caftle et Pcfiiev;^ wlicic I sgsi n vifited tlie poet 

aiiii th<r ij'^af, without f^.-ekir,^ Ij s mor^r iriUmste ac^^Li^int* 
ancc, to whidi I mighc now have pleaded a better title, 
put die theatre wistcb he lud ^Moded* tbe adois vbon be 
had ibnM4 fumved die loft of dMir mafter^ ud lecmC 
from Parijt, I attended with plealure « die rqjrdcmaticw 
of veral tragcaie^ and comedies. I (haJl not deicend to {pc« 
ciiy {larticuUr namei and characlrrs ; but 1 caonoc forget a 
private inftftiickNH which will diffli^ die maopem fa eedct 
of Swift fluimera. M^ftvoorilelbdety bad aimed, ^oaa 
the of its member ti.e f;r;.ud deiii>niJi«Ai.cr. -/ 
faring (k Jkidid dm frinUms). It coDGflcd of £itocaa or 
tweaqr young iiimnri icd bdit% of gprtedy thnmufi set df 
the ftfjr firft ftmiliet; die dd^ perhaps aboattwentiv ^ 
Wgwrahk^ fevcnl h»ndlci?Wf and two or three of ex.7 . ' 
beaut V. At each t»?hef'f H'^-f?^* ihe^ aiies^bled a 
dajr^ wid wM t the coiicrei4» or ever, tbe prdoBOC^ cC a 

diet or ao amts ihcy woe iruAod to _ 

araonig a cjowd of 90011^ neB of evcrjr wniinB jo Sjpbtbik:. J 
TbcT U<i jhed, liic} . c^ncec, tbri' pi; vec ac oroft, 

thc|r ^dcd cooxsdicF ^ bot is the latfitt of this csneie^ 
thrr rei^eaed t^eaitfidivcs a^waeR^nfiBd 
*r kvifibklioe hccwcnl2«^awdL«ic^ 
^mr^pwW^ hr a gefl-ujc, a «ard» or a look^ aiic tneir ^ 

ii wi* nnrr fSlkcd hj die brcsitn cfi" icanda. 
c - ' A ^fs{var aKittaicii, ez^eSve is liK 
l:ir>;\.fi <d Swift anm^ A^lwr 
v?T etf ii '.rUnd rn^ P«^^ I cedU 

r 
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. t«o MEMOIRSOF 
l»]r t boieroleiit hcurt^ mkl dtrcAed hy a ftiong underftiirf- 

ilig*. 

If 

• JoviMAL, Septcmbre i6, 1761.!— '^'^w* cm' quittf L« 
premier ^ unemcchante hite^ groiUct , i|s;'v>ranr; et bus ufagc du moiiHe 
violtiMt lyl A faiC vtngt mauvaifM afiaim kl. On vooMt ctpemljint lul farrt 
fliicrtprradn !« ?(iya;;c d'ltAlic, init« **** i«lb£uicd»t*jr ■ccompa^ocr, on a 
(Ji i i» Jc (jai tie de Je ra(>cUer on Angkccrre en It Mmt piflb* par Pirli. 
#ft pMliibphe, CI liMt inUffully imia ftoid et noOemetic hommt tf*tfprii. H fft 
hi df conrir le mondt «voe det Jeonet feuv. Apiei vveir rendu cetul^cl I fii 
fimiUei n oompM vonlr ctwreher le npo» d U rcmice dine ee ptjii* (^'il a 
raifon! 

SepKsnkt 31.]— J ..! efTuye une prtlct aMytttc al ioft M ccrdtt Lr di'« 
ptit de Fray ajrant lilt vaequer Temploi de diredetiT dei etfafifn«| m ni*ivoit 
liUt encrevolr qQ*oa me le deiUnOlt* cc mi fnndAk natvrelle nt m^ftvok pm 
permit de difllmaler qne Je le recevroU «vec plaUlry et q«e je m*y anrndeitt 
Opcnduit le plnnlitd dtt voix l*a doimi I M. Roftl Holkuidoit. j*ai vu qtt*un 
« lUd le premier mommt que lei loix pcrnictiolenc de baUour, et que, fl ]*avo£« 
«io«ltt niflVmbler mei imiif ]e rtvroii cmportd } miii jc faii cn mime lemeque 
I'aitroti ev it y a tmii maii» ftns y fonger un momcm* Ma rcpuuclon MA 
Id avcc quekpie ri«£w» er j*M dci ennemii. 

Scpiembfi B s^.y^yti pafll t'apici diner chei Madame de****** Jeof 
ravoii pat vue depittt to 14 de cc moU. Elle ne m*i p^/mt parK« lU n*a pam 
iVtrc apperjue de mon tbkncv. Ce illence m'a fiilt Hr ta peine. J*avoli 
ti6t belle reputation tci fiour ki mararit mail je voit qu*on commence I ttm 
GOftiondrt avcc mcs compatriole» ci a me rfjardfr comme un iiommtqaiaimn 
Ic vin t( Ic (Icfordic 

UAobra ij.J^J'ai pafle I'aprc- mldi chcz Mndamc rie Mcfcry. Elk^i 
vouloit me (aire renrontrrr mc une Dcmrufclie Fran^oifL qu'cllc a }/;»^ a Toy* 
jiert CCtte Dcntoifrllr, qm i Viprlk L? Franc, a dx picds dc tuut Sa UiJ c, 
(a Agurc, lonioii, fa toi»vcif^t,or, tout annonct Ic fjcnadin ir );lu';dettmiinc» 
m.ih wti grenadier, qu' a fir l\r|»iil, del conno^/Hinccby et Tufaje du monde. 
Aufli Ton fexr, fim :>.nti, f -u ft^i, to'jt cft myftere. Ellc ft djt Vnr\fitnt\t, 
f\\k dc Loiidnion, 'f i . nt MtjreT d;ifv. re pay 1 poor Cauie d« nlflOO. M« 
lv.ioit cc (>ai plu'oi j iiHairc dM.r.muur* 

l,:tuf.(iinc, Occeinbre 16, 1763.]— Je mc lui» kvc t itH, ct unt vifite fort 
Mmtc;d< dc M dc Clvm'litn V Hur nj*a cidtv^cetjui me mIVj I'IcI* uiA'rn^r, 
M d<- C'liandicu a Icrvi tn avcc dillin£tfon, ct *i'ri\ utnc iivcL !•. £;iaMde 

de iti.ifC'cliJd dc tamp. C'cfl unc liommc d'ur'* <»! irufr j/ol f^jf , <! untfj.r?? v f 
ct f.'icil<? j 'd ifV^^'i* !i«j«oi!rdhi?i ;j I'nx'finrr Sfu, I'.i.m ltii'. nt d'utic tk )«,\jfi€a 

fill's, Cfc^ I'l' k t^ui Cit<*tijiicr <jui ait pu ^ujuc<ii 't' mi^tvie Ati iriHiin q 
I>t.i)>yii( i'lm cii prctidrc cn niStne Kom Ic8a4rft bruyam ct ^ourdia. 

* 'r!i' fii'in (,j M t'lamc dc Scvrry, \V(i',r< f.imil; wtrr Mr. C.l bvf.** «|o# 

ilpti»Vti6 U.vii^, aUvr lie had UtUed at i«iuiaiiac m year 
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Acidfiiiijr •r Medikand ike puUic liKnrier» opened a ntw 

inquiry I and the view of fo many roanufcriptsoC 

4|Mlt imit le quatriemc tome du Trcfor dcs Antlquitcs Romaincs rfe Grsevlux* 
7. L*Jtat:a yfntifU0 dc Ciuvicr, cn deux volumes in folio. S. Vlfer ou le 
Td/asedcCI. RutiUiui Numaci«nits dans ks Gauies. 9. Let Cacalosuet d« 
Vlqiile. 10. Celui de Silln» ItaUcus. 11. Le Vc»yas« Horace • BrMldui* 
WB» H. B. J*ai hi drux fbis ccs trois demiers ni<Mxetux. t** TtiM fHf 
k^Udmm ItiMOm par M. d*AnviUe» et quelques MmiiIiw dtrActdenSe 
BcBw I^ittvi* II* Oik mv 4k iiieiidpt Hsvdtal 4b Ja SkKoilwqs^ 

fHtquijep»coiineiibit«coit^<t t^pVtaAoiu Je le hi 4c«b trft m«o 
flrifir it avee Ibii. UL PMmt raonie j*ai to quelquc«iotMiiiiXt«M» 
MM k Joamel iMyer dipirit fim comMencMMit. on loaw dw Nmi* 
iKlk* 4e lnylr, ft In zzxe prasien fohnnei 4e la KUiechsqae nUku 
ail. fftl hoMWQiip eerit de moii Recucil C^ograpliiqtie de l*Mi» 
^ eft dije Uen ample et wOex cwiMX. T. Je ne dolt point MrisMiree 
J^viwliiiaaieqpiieft deveini an oavrast | M4 pages en qualte maii et imd ' 
ctdaipaieidetaiileax tnuridet ibotaBoliletedafldciible* Aiiill im cumiitcf 
an giiiid noa^hit d^oUenratioiie ditadi6es, il e^tnamdee dMBrt^iMt 
ira&ttaet i tlfcafct C4I» da paflage d*ilmdhalcoMicnr dia pafN» et cdk 
Atfle^flcna Ibdala ea a de a a e/ Mtfi ece atffccanx ftataapetcadat^ et le 
jea i aai meaie a ae aap « one naonae qui jat nuaacae qjaaama oe piccae qjni 
lonc eacB enraB|jRCi a an vuiuuje |MMi» ^^piei wewptr an pea leaeBa li 
drtbip ifttlctqQdqacaitslatqaejeaialiriiliiilMlb'fcteljmqailaleoi^^ 
acne* t Taan aia cMte at pfhde» aici eaittftawniy aiei BaMait 
am ecacti }ninMy et tea m mes idftfatoat qid ae fadcat qiae ^pr daa ii^tit 
qpi aie nni penaBea^ jeoBBVMai qpw nvc ccai a cn aaeieaaaf qaapaaraMif 
aalt aadl ce n*cil qee poor aiei qae j^eerle aioa JaamaL !!• Toat at 
queJ'ippKDaparl'oMbyitipQOQ bcDe««i£alQa A regard de otU^ ja at 
tapporteraj que ce que je tieni de pedaones tout Ik la foit lafli a iwi et firfdk 
ques, lorfqaNl eft qncHkm dc ialfs, qui da petit aombre de ceux qui meritent 
|e litre de grami ho|Da»» e^U e^iill de Ibttiment ec d^opiaiiafc lU. J> 
nrttrai foigacafenient toot ce qu*on peat appellcr la partie materielle de 
aieeteidet $ coanMen d*heures j*ai travaiMf cpaMcnde pages j*al ecrlt ou lu, 
^▼ec une courte notice du fujet qu^eJlea c oatfapi eot, IV. Jf ferois fachc 
de lire fans reflechtr fur roes k^ores» Cm paittr tin jtt|nniini raifoniir fui 
fnes anteurs, et fons ^locher avec foin lears id^s et leart 1 Hprtt i p i T* Mais 
toute ledare nc fot|rnit pas egalement. 11 y a dcs livret qa*OB parcoart» et il 
y en a qu*oii lit ; il y en a enfio qu*on doit 6tudier. Mes ohfervatioDS far 
ccux de 1.1 premiere claflTe r.e petivent q«'etre courtes ct dettchcet. ElJes coo* 
viernem ay jou-m.!, CcMr^ qui rct^ardtnt lafeeondeclaflen*y entrerQntqu*att- 
t.l;1t qu'clk'i autont Ic mime c;tratlire. V. Mes reflexions fur ce petit 
r.ombrc d'autcurs ciaffiques, qu'on mcditc nvrc foin, fcront naturellenwnt 
pks i^^projondics ct ph» (uivks. Celt pour cikfj etpoar dee pieces phis 

ctaodnta 
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plain of the intricacy oi Greek: abbreviations and Gothic 
alphabets, fince every day, in a familiar language, I am at ^ 
lofs to decypber the hieroglyphics of a female note. In a 
tnmquil fcene, which revived the memory of my firft ftu-* 
dies, idlenefs woulJ have been lefs pardonitble: the public 
libraries of Laufanne aiid Geneva liberally fupplied me with 
books; and if many hours were ioi^ in diOipation> many 
more were employed in literary labour. In the country, 
Horace and Virgil, Juvenal and Ovid, were my aiCduous 
companions : but, in town, I formed and executed a plan 
of ftudy for the ufc of my Tranfalpine expedition : the to- 
pc^raphy of old Rome, the ancient geography of Italy, 
and the fcience of medals, i. I diligently read, almoft al- 
ways wiih my pen in my hand, the elaborate treatifes of 
N^rdini, Donatus, &ic, which Hll the fourth volume of the 
Roman Antiquities of Graevius. a. I next undertook and 
finifhed the Italia Anilqua of Cluverius, a learned native of 
Pi ulTia, who had meafured, on foot, every fpot, and has 
complied and digefted every pafl'i^ge of liie ancient writers, 
Thefc paifages in Qreek or Latin authors I pcrufed in the 
f cxt of Cluverius, in two folio volumes : but I feparatdy 
read tb.e defcriptiuns of Italy by Strabo, PlinVi and Pom«p 
ponius Mela, the Catalogues of the Epic poets, the Itine- 
raries of Wcfleling's Antoninus, and the coafting Voyage 
of Rutilius Numatianps } and I i^Mdied two kiudried fubje^U 
in the Mefures Itineraires of d*Anville, and the copious 
woric of Bergier, IliJIoirc d^s grmifis Chcmins de P Empire 
Romain, From thele materials I formed a table of roads 
and diftances reduced to our £ngli(h roeafure i filled a folio 
common-^place book with my colle^ions and remarks on the 
geography of Italy ; and infertcd in my jimmal many long 
and learned notes on the infulse and populoufnefs o( Rome, 
the focial war, the pa&ge o( the Alps by Hannibal, &c. 
3. After glancing n^y eye over Addifon's agreeable dia- 
logues, I more ferimifly lead the great work of E/echiel 
Spaf^heim de Prajlr.ntio ct Ufu Numljmatum^ and applied 
with him the medals of the kings and emperorS| the tamt'v 
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lies and colonies, to the illuflration of ancmt U&ory* 
And thus was 1 armed for my Italian journey *. 

I (hall advance with rapid brevity in the narrative of this 
tour, in which feme what more than a year (April 1764— 
May 1765} was agreeably employed. Content with trac- 
ing my line of march, and fiightlv touching on my perfonal 
feelings, I (hall wave the minute invelligation of the Iccncs 
which have been viewed by thouiands, and delcribed by 

hon- 

•JotfftNAt> Uufanne* Avrilf7» t764.]-«3<il<*eetmoi9 ttout flvonsdon- 
uo diner excellent et beaucoup de vin a Dtiplehci eC k beaucoup d^aucres. . 
Aprei diner nous oous rommes «chappfe pour faire <|ueli|ttca vifitcf aux 
anx tt aux Je parsavec quelquea regrets : cependant nil pcu de 
vin, etuitesayet^dontjenepuuvoiareiulrecaifoD, m*OQt rendu d*ttne^tour«' 
derie fans pareille, vis-a-vis de ces peiites. Je leur ai die cent foltes, et nodS 
nous IbmmesemhfalISs en riant. Mefery ncras a donn^ an trSs bcnu fouper 
nvccunepartie dela compasnie do matint augment6e de Bourgeois et de Pa. 
viUiard. Ce foisper> les adieux fur tout a PavillUrd, que j*aiine v6ricabte« 
aient» et les pr^jiaratifi da depart^ m*ont occup^ juCqu* deux heures du 
imtln. 

Je qiitttr Laufiuine avcc molns de regret que la premiere ibis. Je n*y lai(TV 
plys que des connoiUhnces. C*etoit ia maitreflb et Tami dont je plcurois la 
pcrte. D*aiUieiirsjc voyots Laufannc avec ies yeux encore novices d'un jeune 
tvommc, qui lui devoit U partie raifonable de fon exigence, et quijugeolt fans 
tfbjets de camparaifon. Aujourdhul j*y vols une ville mat batie» au milieu d'un \ 
pays drlicicuXi qui jouit dela paix et du repos, et qui le*: prend pour la li- 
berty. Un pcuple nonnbreux et bien.«lev6^ qui aime la focieie, qui y eft 
propre» et qui adtnei avcc plaifir les Strangers dansfes cotteries, qui feroienc 
faien plus agr^blcs, ft b converfation n*avoit pas cede la place au jeu. Les 
fcrames font jcdies, et inalgre leur |rande Ubertf, ellcs font tres fages. Tout 
au plus peuvent elks drre un peu complaifantes, dans rid6e honnerej mass , 
incertaine, de prendre un ttranjer dans Icurs filets. L^afi'eAation eft le peche 
orii^Inel des LauLnnois. Atfe^atiua de depenfe, afiiedatkm da noblelTc, af« 
fetation d'efprit : les deux preml.'res loat foit repandues* pendant que U 
troiAanie ell fort tarr. Commece vice fe choiuea tout inHant avcc celui des au- 
ties, laufkr^nt. fe tiouve partag^^ dans un errand nombre d^etats, dont le» 
priiicipes et le langage varicnt a rinfini, etquin'ontde commun que leur 
trrprls rcciproqce les uns pour \ 'i auttes. Leur pout pour la depenfe s'ac- 
corde mal avcc celui tic la noMjiFr. lis pcriroitnt pluiot que dc renoncer a 
hurs grar.c'cur?, cu d'cnib:.-»lTtr la fci:!^ profvlllon qui puiife les y foutenir. 
La niaiibn de M. t!c Mrfcry tit chat nutite : It cara^fl.re franc et gcnereux du 
M.it!, les agrTinens dc Lk f.*ir.me, u(ie fiti»at!oi) d.liciiuft, une cherc exceJ- 
bnte, la coinpaijnic de fvS compatilotcs, et unc libt ilo p.irf.i.rc, font aimer ce 
J 'our a tout An^lcl*. Q^e je voud:oIs en ircuver uu feiubiable a Loodres I j'y 
trsttue encore Holroyd, inais iicoui iuit de pies. 
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bundretfs, of our modern travellers. RoMX is the great 
objeA of our pilgrimage: and ifky the journeys ad, the 
tefidenee $ and ^» ^ return 5 wiM form the moft proper 

and perfpicuous divifion. I. I climbed Mount Cenis, and 
defcended into the plain of Piedmont, not on the back of an 
dephant, Init on a light ofier feat, in the hands of the dex* 
trous and intrepid chairmen of die Alps. Thearchttednre 
and goiremment of Turin prefented the fame afpccl of 
tame and tirefome uniformity : but the court was regulated 
with decent and fplendid iteonomy s and I was introduced 
lohls Sardiniaa majefly* Charles Emanuel, who, after the 

incomparable Frederic, held the fecond rank (proximus 
longo tamen intervallo) among the kings of Europe, 1 he 
fi«e;uid populoufnefs of Milan could not furprife an inhabi- 
lantbf London : but die 6uicf is amufed by a viiit to the 
Boromean Iflands, an enchanted palace, a work of the fai- 
ries in the midil of a lake encompaiTed with mountams, and 
far removed from the haunts of men. I was lefs amufed by 
the marble jialaoes of Genoa^ than by the recent memoriaU 
of her deliverance (in December 1746) from the Auflrian 
tyranny ; and I took a military furvey of every fcene of ac- 
tion within the indofure of her double walls. My fteps 
were detained at Parma and Modenai by the precious rdics 
of the Famefe and Efte collefiions: but, alas 9 the far 
greater part had been already tranfported^ by inheritance or 
purchaie, to Naples and Drefden. By the road of Bologna 
and die Apeooine I at readied Florence, where I repofed 
from Jnne to September, during the heat of the fummer 
months. In the Gallery, and efpecially in the Tribune, I 
Bffl acknowledged, at the feet of the Venus of Medicis, 
that the dulTel may difpute .the pre-eminenoe with the pendl^ 
a truth in the fine arts which cannot on this iide of the Alps 
be felt or underftood. At home I had taken fume lelTons oi 
Italian : on the Ipot I read, with a learned native, the daf- 
iics of die Tufcui idiom : but the Ihortnefr of my time, 

and 

• See Appendix, iiCtter, Ho. X VIIL 
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the ufe of the French Iaiq;M«ge, prevented my wotfsdnng tvf 
iaciWtfof fpeaking ; and I wm a filent fpe&tor in the con.. 

verfationsof our envoy, Sir Horace Mann, whofe moft fo- 
rious bufinefs was that of entertaining the EngUih at tits 
hofpi table uble*. After leaving; Florence, I obni|Nuned ihe • 
iUitiide of Pila with the induftry of Lucca and L^boni, 
and continued my journey througli Sienna to Rome, where 
1 arrived in the beginning of O<:^ober. 2. My tonper is 
not veryfufcepttblC'of enthufiaim ; andtheeathufiafai whidi 
I do not feel, I have ever fcorned to alleft. Bat, at the dif- 
<ancc of twenty-five years, I cuii neither forget nor exprcu 
the flrong emotions which agitated my mind as I firft ap- 
proached and entered the eUmal cily. After a fleepleia 
flight I trod, with a lofty flep, the ruins of theFarums 
each memorable fpot where Romulus (ioody or TuIIy fpokc, 
or Csfar fell, was at once prefent to my eye , acid fcvcral 
days of intoxication were loft or tti^Kxi/td, \K§m I could de- 
feend to a cool and minute inveftigation* My guide was 
Hh»Byers, a Scotch antiquary of experience and tafte; 
fcut, in the daily labour of eighteen weeks, the powers of 
attention were fometimes fatigued, till I 'wasmyfclf quali- 
ficd» in a laft review, to feled and ftndy the capital works 
0f ancient and modem art Six wedts were boffewod §qt 
my tour of Naples, the moll populous of cities, relative to 
its flze, whofe luxurious inhabitants ieem to dwell on the 
confines of paradife and helUfirew I was profentttd to the 
boy«kihg our new envoy. Sir William Hamikon ; wh(^ 
Wifely diverting his correipuiidence from the Secretary of 
State to the Hoyal Society and ^riciih Mufonm, ius eluci- 
dated 

^JovKKALi Florettce, Aoitt 9, 1764. ] C ttc ch i k 4in6 tenc wm» 
Nous ivont bemcottp cauff, mais je ne lui uom pat le genie q|a*OD Ini 
tribae^ c*cft' p e m Sttt» pirceque les notres nc foin pas ^nalogoes. yaam» 
vois de l^aanpnfMXf dans fea idees, de VaffdStttkn dans fes manieces. II .le 
pttuat k toat mooMiiK de la paafict^ 11 connoit peu la veritable digniti d*un 
faomme de lectret. S'd a baaucoap de fciencc, elte eft bornfit k la phyfiqvet 
U m*a dcmaiuK fl Lord Speofer ne poirroit pas (a'hc dts £vtfques, -<nB*a*Mt 
m coote de Lord Lytteteon (doQC tt ne pent feufihr le fils) oa Uliott q^cftioo 
dca Ftekmtni de Campmnc. 
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dated a countfy of fuch iacftimable value to the naturalift 
•and antiquarian. On my return, I fondly embraced, fof 

the lad time, the miracles of Rome; but I departed with- 
out kii£ng the feet of Rezzonico (Clement XIIL), who nei* 
ther poflefled the wit of his predeceffor Lamber^i, nor the 
'Virtues of his fuccefibr Ganganellt. 3. In my pilgrimage 
froQi Rome to Loretto I again crofTed the Ap^niiine; from 
the coaft of the Adriatic I travcried a fruitful and populous 
country, which coi^ld alone difprove the paradox of Mon«» 
tcfquieuy that modern Italy is a defert. Without adopting 
the exclufive prejudice of the natives, I llncercly admire the 
paintings of the Bologna fchool. I haftened to efcape from 
the (ad folitude of Ferrara, which iii the age of Cxfar was 
(Hit more defolate. The fpe6bde of Venice afforded fome 
hours of aftonifliment ; the univeriity of Padua is a dying 
taper: but Vcro.ia ftill boafts her amphitheatre, and his na- 
tive Vicenza is adorned by the claflic archite<5ture of Pal- 
ladio : the road of Lombardy and Piedmont (did Montei^ 
quieu Hnd them without inhabitants ?) led me back to Mi- 
lan, Turin, and the pafTage of Mount Ccnis, where I' 
again croiTed the Alps in my way to Lyons, 

The ufeof foreign travel has been olten debated as a ge« 
neral queftion ; but the conclufion mull be finally applied' 
to the character aiul circumftances of each individual. With 
the education of boys, where or hozv they may pafs over 
fome juvenile years with the ieaft mifchief to themfeives or 
others, I have no concern. But after fuppofing the previ* 
ous and intlifpenfable requifites ot age, judgment, a com- 
petent knowledge of men and books, and a freedom from 
domeftic prejudices, I will briefly defcribe the qualifications 
which I deem moft eflential to a traveller. He Aould bie 
endowed with an a6^ive, indefatigable vigour of mmd unj 
body, which can feize every mode of conveyance, and fup- 
port, with a cardefs fmile, every hardfbtp of the road, the 
weather, or the inn. The benefits of foreign travel will 
correfpond with the degrees of thefe quaUficatious : but^ 

ia 
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iti this fkctch, thofe to whom I am known will not a^ufc 
me of frammg my own panegyric. Ic was at RomC| oa 
the 15th of Oibber 17641 at 1 ikt mufing^amidft the ruint 
of the C^fftc^^ while die bare-footed fryart ^re finging 
vefpcrs in the Temple of Jupiter*, that the idea of writing 
the decline and fall of the city firft darted to my mind. But 
my original plan was circumfcribed to the decay of the city 
rather than of the empire : and) though my reading and ro* 
fleftions began to point towards that obje£i^ fome years 
elapfed} and (cvcrnl avocations intervened, before 1 was fe» 
rioufly ei^aged in the execution of that laborious work, 

I had not totally renounced the fouthern provinces of 
France, but the letters .which I found at Lyons were ex- 
prclHve of fome impatience. Rome and Italy had ladatcd 
my curious appetite, and I was now ready to return to the 
peaoeAil retreat of my family and books. After a happjr 
fortnight I reludbmily left Parts, embarked at Calais, again 
Luidcd at Dover, after an interval of two years and five 
months, and halliiy drove through the fummer duit and fo- 
litudeof London* On the asUi of June 1765 I arrived at 
my fiither*s houfe: and the five years and a half between my 
travels and my father's death (1770) are the portion of my 
life which I pafTcd with the L-ait enjoyment, and which I 
remember with the iea& latisfa^ion. Every fpring i at-* 
feended the monthly meeting and exercife of the militia at 
Southampton ; and by the refignation of my father, and the 
dcatli of Sir Thomas Worfley, I was fucccfiivcly prumot- 
ed tothe rank of major and lieutenant-colonel commandant; 
but I was each year more difgufted with the inn, the wiiie» 
the company, and the tirefome repetition of annual attsn* 
dance and daily exercilc. At home, the ceconomy u[ the 
^unily and (arm ftill mainuined the f^ime creditable appear- 
ance. My coime^ion with Mrs. Gibbon was mellowed 
into a warm and folid attachment: iny growing j-ears 9^0^ 
Vout ' K Uihed 

* tiwr ths<hur«h9£ the £«ccoia&tt* «r f rftncilOA f ri»rt* S. 

» 
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Jiflicd the diftance that might yet remain hetweeii a parenf 
and a fon, and my behaTiour fatisfied my father, who wa» 

proud of the fucccfs, however iaipcifccl in his own life-time^ 
of my literary talent'^. Our folitude was (bon and ofreji en- 
livened by the vifit of the iiriend of my youth, Mr. Dey- 
venlun) whofe abfence from Lauianne I had fincerely la- 
mented. About rhrce years after my firft departure, he had 
emigrated from his native lake to the banks of the Oder in 
Gennany. The m angufta dami^ the wafte of a decent 
patrimony, by an improvident lather, obliged him, like 
many of his ccjuntrymcn, to cur.fiiic ia his own induflry ; 
and he was entruiled with the education of a young prince, 
die gnuidibn of the Margrave of Schavedt^ of the Royal 
Family of Prullia. Our friendihip was never cooled, our 
correfpondcnce was fomctimes interrupted ; but I rather 
wiihed than hoped to obtain Mr. Deyverdun for the compa- 
moa of my Italian tour. An unhappy, though honour^le 
paffion, drove him from bis German court ; and the attrac* 
tions of hope and curiofity were fortified by the expe6tatioa 
of my fpecdy return to England, During four fucceiEvc 
fummers he pa(fed feveral weeks or months at Beriton» and 
-cmr free converlations, on every topic that could intereft 
the heart or tmderftanding, would have reconciled me to k 
defert or a prifon. In the winter months of London my 
fphere of knowledge and action was lomewhat enlarged, by 
the many new acquaintance which I had contraded in the 
■lilttia and abroad ; and I muft regret^ as more than an ac* 
quaiiUance, Mr. Godfrey Clarke of Derbyfliire, an ami^ibk 
and worthy young man, who was inatched away by an un- 
timely death* A weekly convivial meeting was eftabliflicd 
by .myfelf and travellersy under. the name of the Roman 
Club*. 

The 

•Themcnibfrs were Lord Mouniuuart (now Earl of Bu;c% Colonel Ed- 
mor^one, Wcddal, Palgravc, Lord Berkley, Uodmy LbskT^ IIuIio>d 
(Lord Sheffield), Major Ridley, Sir William Gulz?, Jo!u. Aubrey, Lord 
Abinj^don, Kon. Peregrine Bertie, Cleavci, Hen. John Darner, Hon. 
Usiiier (Lord Milwn), Sir Thomas Ga(icoygiie, ^ John Hoirr, £. Glt^boo. 
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The lencw^If or perhaps the improreinenti of my £iigi 
lilh life was embiftered by the alt cration of my own led- 

iiigs. At the igc of twciity-one I was, in my proper fta* 
tion of a youth, delivered from the yoke of educadooi and 
delighted with the comparative ftate of liberty and afluence. 
My filial obedietioe was narural and eafy j and in tlic gay 
profpe£^ of futurity, my auihition did not extend beyond the 
enjoyment of my books, my icifure, and my patrimonial 
eftat^ undifturbed by the cares of a fai^uly aod the duties 
of a profeflion. But in the militia I was armed with pow- 
er; in my travels, I w^s exempt from controul ; and as I 
approached, as I gradually paffed my thirtieth year, i began 
to feel the deiire of being mafter in my own houiew Tho 
moft gentle authority will fometimes frown without reafon^ 
the moft cheerful fubitii/Eon will fometimes murmui with- 
out caufc : andfuch is die law of our impcrfc^ nature, that 
we muft either command or obey $ that our pcrfonal hltfittf 
is fupported by the obiequioufnefs of our owo depcadiats* 
While fo many of my acquaintance were married or in par- 
liament, or, advancing with a rapid ilep in the various roa4^ 
of honour and fortune, X flood aloioei iojimoyesbl* ?nd tOr* 
fignificant; for aiter the monthly i^oeeting of 17709 I hs4 
even wtd\drawn myfelffrom the militia, by the rcfignauon 
of .in ciupcy diid bairen commiiuuu. My temper is not lui-* 
ceptible of envy, and the view of fuccefbful merit ha^ ^ 
m9y% eiccited my warmftft appbufe^ Ti«s mtffries of a vs^ 
cai|t life were never known to a man whof^p hours were in- 
Aifficicntiwr the incxhauiiible plcafures of (ludy. But { 
lamented chat at the proper age. 1 had not embraced the 1up> 
ciative purfuitsof the law pr of tradci the i:haD0ss of ^ivi^ 
office or India adventure^ or even the fat numbers of thf 
church ; aiid iny repentance- became more lively as the lofs 
of time wa^ more irretrievable. Experience (hewed me the 
ufe of grafting my private qonfequetice on the importance 
of ft grsat proftflional body j the benefits of thofe firm coiv* 
nccUons which are cemented by hppp ;ind iutci cil, |by grati- 
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* tilde and emuladon, by die mutual exchange of fervkes and 
favours. From the emoluments of a profeflion I might 
have derived an ample fortune, or a competent inconief in- 
Head of being ftinted to the fiime narrow allowance! to be 
increaled only by an event which I fincerely deprecated. 
The progrefs and the knowledge of our domcilic dU ucrs 
aggravated my anxietji and I began to apprehend that I 
mi^t be left in my old age without the fruits either of in«> 
duftry or inheritamfe. 

In the firft fumiTicr after my return^ vrhilft I enjoyed at 
Beriton the fociety of my friend Dey verdun, our daily con-* 
veriationa expatiated over the field of antient and modem 
literature ; and we freely difcuiTed my ftudies, my firft EH 
fay, and my future proje^« The Decline and Fall of 
Rome I ftill contem[)latcd at an awful diftance : but the 
two hiflorical deligns which had balanced my choice were 
fftbmitted to his tafte ; and in the parallel between the Re- 
volutions of Florence and Switzerland, our common parti- 
al ity for a country which was his by birth, and mine by 
adoption, inclined the Icale in favour ot the latter. Accoid- 
ing to the plan, which was foon conceived and digeftedy I 
embraced a period of two hundred years, from the afibciation 
of the three peafants of the Alps to the plenitude and prof- 
perity of the Helvetic body in the fixteenth century. I 
lliould have defcrtbed the deliverance and victory of the 
Swifri whohave never (bed the blood of their tyrants but ni 
a field of battle ; the laws and manners of the confederate 
Hates; the fplendid trophies of the Auftrian, Burgundian, 
and Italian wars ; and the wifdom of a nation! who» after 
Ibme iidlies of onrtial adventure^ has been content to guard 
the bleffings of peace widi the fwoid of fieedom. 

^ Manus hsec inimica tyrannis 
Enfe petit placidam Tub libertate (^uietem. 

My judgment, as well as my cnthufiafm, was fatisfied uMr, 
the glorious theme ^ and the affiflance of Dey verdun feemed 

to remove an infupenbk obftade. The French or Latin 

memo- 
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memoriais, of which I was not ignorant, are inconfiderable 
in number and weight ; but in the perfect acquaintance of 
my friend with the German language, I found the key of m 
more valuaUe coUeaion. The moft neceflary books were 
procured ; he tranflated, for my ufe, the folio volume of 
Schilling, a copious and contemporary relation of the war of 
Burgundy i we read and marked the oioft interefting parts 
of the great chronicle of Tichndi i and by his laboor, at 
dut of an inferior affiftuiti large extracts were made Irani 
the Hiftory of LaufFer and the Didionar y of Lew : yet 
fuch was the diftance and delay, that two years clzpXed in 
tfaefis preparatory fleps; and it was late in the third fatmncr 
(1767) before I entered, with thefe flender materials, on die 
more agreeable tafk of compofition. A fpecimcn of my 
Hiikory, the ErU book, was read the following winter in a 
literary focie^ of foreigners in London i and as the author 
was unknown, I lifiened, without obiervation, to die finee 
^i idures^ and unfavourable fentcncc, of my judges*. TTie 

momen* 

Frm Mr. Hvmb it Mr. Gibbok. 

It is but a few days ago fince Mr. Deyverdun pot your iMoalcript into 
tny hands, and I have perufed it with great pkaAue and IktirfldiOB. I lime - 
only one objeaion^ derived from the lanfaage in wfaieh it is writteo. vrfof 
do yoQ oompofeia Wnodttf and cany la^guts into the wDod, wHoneeiays 
witb refpu^ toRMnaniwl»i|RioteJn Giedc? 1 grant that joo hme a Bte 
mo/txft to tfapfe RomanSf wad adopt a langaa|e nMich n^re generally diilvAd 
• dian yonr native tongue s bnt haw yoo not Kinttked the 

^dettlangnages in following a^**^ ^"^f^ ti>poSlt ihm IcfircdAnM* 
and confined to more narrow Emits, lias in fomenietrureoatfivedtiit Greeks 
and it nam more lenerall^f nnderilopd by men d tanrt. the Frenaht 
theicfeivy tiiumphindie pMSmtdiAiaonor their ttniiae. Onr fettd and la* 
creafiog eftabUOunenta in America, wheieweneedkla draadthehaondai&u 
of Baihariane, pionife afiqperior ftibility and dwadoo to the Engpi hn- 

guage. 

Yournlcof the Flrmch tiMVKfaitaUoled|0«iiil»ail|le norepoelicil 
|iid ^guratiWf and moic kifiity csionradj than onr koguife ftemt to admit 

if 
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momentary fenfation was painful ; but their condemnation 
was ratified by my coder thoughts. I delivered my inaper- 
fe€t flie^ts to die flumes f, and for tv€r renounted a deligit 
tn which fome ftxpence) ikiiich labour, and Aiore time, had 
been fo vainly confumed. I cannot regret the lofs of a flight 
and fuperficial c/Tay j for fuch the work muft have been in 
the hands of a ftranger, uninformed by the feholars and 
Aateiinen, and rftmott from the libraries and ardhivei of 
the Swifs republics. My antient habits, and the prcfcnce 
of Deyverduii, encouraged me to write in French for the 
continent dt Europe ; btit I wa^ confcious myfelf that my - 
ftyle, above prof^ and below poetry, d^geiterated into a ver- 
bofe and turpi ci ilt clan ?,: ion. Perhaps I may imf^Ute the 
failure to the injudicious choice of a foreign language. Per- 
haps I may Aiipe6l that the language itfelf is ill adapted to 
Itiilam the vigour and dignity of an important narrative* 
But if France, fo rich in literary merit, had produced a 
great original hiflorian) his genius would have formed and 

£xed 

of in hiftorlcal produillons : for lucii is the pr.iit.^c of Trfnclj vvr'.:er5, par- 
ticularly die nior'; recent ones, who illuminate thjir p ^tjies inoii. li.a.a cuf- 
tom will permit us. Gn the whole, yo rHif^or) , m my opinion, is written 
Witli fpirit anci judgment i and i txhort you very eamefUy to continue it* 
Trie obj^ciicns that occurred to me on reading it, were fo frivolous, that I 
fr. ail not tioubl^ you with them, aad fhould, I believe, have a diiiicuity to 
recoUcft tutui. I am, with great efleem, 

S I R» 

■ 

34tYi of OdI. 1767. 4nd meA hamhle Senrant* 

(Signed) Davm9 Hvum* 

tHenefleOodcokwrntteok He fcft M SbeOdA-HMft ite iflfeoMMons 

«r firft.bqoky in forty. three pagetfblio^ written in a veryfmall hand, heBdH 
t confidcrable number «fnolct. IfMr.GiitolBdB0CdedaftMhlij«Ki«inenr, 
peihaps Mr. H«nie*e opkiaaih taft^/tbd 'm thr IfCSertethe left noie, might 
^ ^yt jnftified (he publicacioa of iL S. 
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fixed the fdtom to the proper tonci the pecidair mode of hlf«> 

torical cioqucnce. 

It was in fcnrch of hmc libemland lucrative em ptoTlMfll 
iStaZ my frien4 Deyvcrdua had yi&ted England. His itai^ 
tapoes from home were fcanty aiid precarious; My piurlb 
v. as always open, but it was aftfii empty ; and 1 bitterly 
felt the want of riches and power, which might have ena- 
bled me to correA the errors of his fortunoi His widMS 
and qualifications foliciced the ftation of the travelling go- 
vernor of fomc wcaUhy pupil ; bui every vacajicv jiro\ oked 
lb many eager caiuiidatesi tliat for a long time 1 itruggied 
without fuGcefs } nor was it till after much application that 
I could oven place him as a clerk in the office of the fecre- 
tury of Itutc. In a rcfidencc of fevcral years he never ar- 
<iuircd tiiejuft pronunciation and tamiliar ulu oi the iLnghlh 
tongue, but ho read our moft diificuit authors wish catr and 
ts^e : his critical knowledge of our language and poetry 
was fuch as few foreigners hiivc [lofleffcd ; aiiJ tew of our 
countrymen could enjoy the theatre of ShaLclpeare and Gar- 
rick widi more ejcquifite feeling* and difoernment.^ The 
confeiouihefs of his own ftrength, and the sfliirsnceof my 
aid, emboldened him to imitate the example oi Dr. Maty, 
whoic jfaurnai Bntartnigue was eiieemed and regretted ; and 
to improve his model, hy uniting with the tranfaftions Of 
literature aphflofophic view of the arts and manners of the 
liritifh nation. Our Journal for the year 1767, under the 
title of Memo ires Literaires dt la Grand Bretagm^ wis 
foon finiihed and ient to the prefs. F or the firft article^ 
Lord Lyttelton's Hiilory of Henry II. I muft own myfelf 
refponfible ; but the public has ratified my judgmeiii of tliat 
voluminous work, in which fenfe and learning are not il- 
luminated by a ray of genius. The next fpecimen was the 
choice of my. friend, the Bath Guides a light and whimfical' 
performance, of local) and even verbal, pleafantry. I Part- 
ed at the aLitinpt : he fmiled at niy fears: his courage was 

juftiiicd by fucccfs i and a mailer of both langua^ will ap- 

plaM4 
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fhaid curious felieky with which he has tmtisfufed iiM 

French profe thefpint, and even che humour, of the En^- 
li(h verf?. It is nnt my wifti to deny how deeply I was m- 
terefted in thefe Memoirs, of which I need not iiirely btt 
tftamed ; but at the diftance of more than twenty years, it 
woiild be impoffible for me to afcertain the rcfpeclive fhares 
of the two aflbciates. A long and intimate commumcatioa 
of ideas had caft our fentiments and (lyle in the fame mould* 
In our foetal labours we compofed and corredfsd by turns; 
and die praife which I might honeftly beftow, would faU 
perhaps on fome article or pafiage mod properly my own. 
A fecond volume (tor the year 1768) was publifhcdof thefe 
Memoirs* I will prefume to fay, that their merit was fupe- 
rior to their reputation $ but it ts not lefs true, that they 
were p rod uf^ive of more reputation than emolument. They 
U&troduced my friend to the prote^Slion, and myfelf to the 
acquaintance^ of the £drl of Chefterfield, whole age and 
infirmides feduded him from die world; and of Mr. David 
Hume, who was under-fecretary to the ofHce m which ©cy- 
verdua waa more humbly employed. The former accepted 
adedicatioiii (April latb, 1769,) and refenred che author 
fer the future education of his fuccefibr : the latter enriched 
the Journal with a reply to Mr, Walpole's Hiftorical Doubts, 
which he afterwards ihaped into the form of a note. The 
materials of the third volume were almoft completed) 
when .1 recommended Dey verdun at governor to Sir Ri- 
duu'd Wordey, a youth, the (on of my dd Lieutenant-co- 
lonel, who was lately dcceaied. They fet forwards on their 
travels ; nor did they return to England till fome time after 
my iitther's death. 

My next publicadon was an accidental Tally of love said 
refentmcnt ; of my reverence for modeft genius, and my 
averfion for uifolent pedantry. The fixth book of the 
iEaeidis the moft pteafingandpefffedcompofitionof Latin 
poetry. The defcent of Macu and the Sybil to the in- 
fqrnal regions, to the world of fptrits, expands an awfu! 

i«4 
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and bouiidlefs profpei^, from the ao^uriud gloom of the 
Ciunaesui grot, 

Ibant obfcuri fola fub no<^e per umbratn, 

to file meridian brightnefs of the Elyfian Eeidsi 

Largtor hie campos aether et lumioe veftit 
Purpureo — 

from the dreams of fimple Nature^ to the dreams, alas! of 

Egyptian theology, aiuLthe philoibphy of the Greeks. But 

the final difmifTion of the hero through the ivory gate) 
whence 

Falik ad cesium mittunt infomnia manes, 

foems to difloive the whole enchantment, and leaves dit ' 
reader In a ftate of cold and anxkms fcepticifm. This mod 

lame and impotent conclufion has been varioully imputed to 
the taftc or irrcHgion of Virgil j but, according to the more 
elaborate interpretation of Biihop Warburton, the defeent to 
hell is not a fidfe, but a mimic (bene ; which reprefents the 
initiation of ^neas, in the chanu^er of a law-giver, to the 
Eleufinian myfteries. This hypothefis, a Angular chapter 
in the Divine l^tg^tldou of Mofes, had been admitted by 
many as true ; it was praiied by all as ingenuous ; nor had 
it been expofed, in a fpace of thirty years, to a hir and cri* 
tical difcuiTion. The learning and the abilities of the au- 
thor had ralfed him to a juft eminence ; but he reigned the 
dtdator and tyrant of the world of liteiature. The real 
merit of Warburton was deigraded by the pride and pre- 
fumpdon with which he pronounced his infalhble decrees ; 
in his polemic writings he lafhed his antagonifls without 
mercy or modentiooi and bis fenrile flatterers, (fee the bafe 
and malignant EiTay on iUnt DiUcatf tf Frimiffiiip^) exaldng 
the mafter critic far above Arlftotle and Longinus, aflaulted 
every modeft diiTenter who refufed to confult the oracle, » 
and to adore the idol* In a land of liberty, fucfa defpotifaa 

muft 



Digitized by Google 



M E M O I K S O F 

muflrpityvoke a genera! oppofition, and the «eal ot oppofition 
is i'cidom candid or impartial. A late proteflor of Oxford, 
(Dr. Lowell,) It} a pointed and poiiihed epiftle, (Auguft 
31ft, 17659) defended himfelf} and attacked the Bi(hopi 
and, whatfocver might be the merits of an infignificant 
controverfy, his victory was clearly cftablifhcd by the filent 
confufton of Warburton and his daves. / too, without 
a4y private ofTencey was ambitious of breaking a lance 
againft the giant^s.fhield ; and in the beginning of the year 
1770, my Critical Obk; vations on the SiAih ]]ook of the 
^neid were fent, without niy name, to the prtis. In this 
fhort Eflay, my firft Engiifh publication, I aimed my 
ftrokes againil the perfon and the hypothecs of BiOiop War«> 
burton. I proved, at icail to my own fdtisfa61ion, t/jat the 
anticni lawgivers did not invent the mylleries, and that 
MntBB was never invefted with the office of lawgiver: that 
thefe ts not any argument, any circumftance, which can 
melt a fable into allegory, or remove the fcene from the 
Lake Avernus to the Temple of Ceres : that fuch a wild 
fuppofitlon is equally injurious to the poet and the man: 
that if Virgil was not initialed he could not, if he were he 
would not, reveal tJie (ecrets of the initiation : that the 
anathema of H( race (vetah qui Ceteris facrum vulgarity 
^c) at once attefts his own ignorance and the Innocence of 
Ills friend. As the fiifliop of Gloucefter and his party 
maintained a difcreet filcnce, my critical difquifition was 
fooh loft among the pamphlets of the day; but the public 
coldnefs was overbalanced to ny fcelinp;s by the weighty 
approbation of the laft and beft editor of Virgil, ProfeiTor 
Hcyne of Gottingcn, who acquielces in my confutation, 

and fHlcs the unknown author, ^o^ius et e!<-r(V!t!j]imus 

Britannus, But 1 cannot refill the temptation or tranlcrib- 
ing the favourable judgment of Mr. Haylcy, himfdf a poet 
and aftrholar: ^* An intricate hypothefis, twiiledintoalong 

and lahourcJ chain of quotation and argument, the Difler- 
*• tation on the Sixth Book of V irgil, rcmanicd fonie time 

rnircfiieed. ---- At length, afuperior, but anon3rmous, 

critic 
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critic aroff, who, in one of the mofl judicious and fpirited 
^ efiays that our nation has produced, on a point of claflical 
^ literature, completely overturned this ill-founded edifice, 
« aiid expoicd the arrogance and futiUty of its afluming ar- . 
** chitedl.** He even condefcends to jud ify an acrimony of 
ftyle, which had been gently blamed by the more unbiafled 
German) ** Pauih acrius qum wits perftrimit*,^* 
But I cannot forgive myfelf the contemptuous treatment of 
a man who, will, all his faults, was eniiilcJ to my efteem f i 
and I can lefs forgive, in a perionai attack, the cowardly 
concealment of my name and chara^r. 

In the fifteen years between my Eifay on the Study of Li- 

tti^iyrc lid the firll volume of the Decline and Fall, (1761 
—1776,) this criticifm on Warburton, and fome articles in 
the Journa], were.my fole publications. It is more efpecially 
incumbent on me to mark the employment, or to confefs the 
wafte of time, from my travels to my father's death, an in- 
terval in which I was not diverted by any profcirional duties 
from the labours and pleafures of a iludious life, i* As 
loon as X was releafed from the fruttlcis taik of the Swiis 
rcvduiions, (1768), I began gradually to advance from the 
wiih to the hope, from the hope to the defign, from the de- 
fign to die execution, of my hiflorical work, of whofe \w 
Riits and extent I had yet a very inadequate notion. The 
Claflics, as low as Tacitus, the younger Pliny, and Juvenal, 
were my old and familiar coir.panions. I infcnfibly plunged 
lAto the ocean of the AuguAan hijftory i and in the defcend- 

* The editor of the Waibwtomaii tiadi, Qr. PajT» (p. f 9a.) ceofldfiv 
the allcg^irkal Soterpreticion ** u cocnpletely refuted in a moft clear, ele« 
** potf and decifive work of crSticifm ; which could nor» indeed* derive an- 

iherfty fiom the greateft name | but to which the ^reateil name might with 
" pcnpciety have been aflbced/* 

-f The L/ivine Legation of Mofcs Is a monument, already ctumbKng in the 
dofty of tht vigour and wcaknefs of the human mmd. if Warhurton's new 
arjumt fit proved any thing, it would be a ucin onflration againli the Itijiflitor, 
wt^ Ictt his pcojilt without iht kiiowlfd^^c ol a futLie itate. But iomti cj^^- 
fodti oltlic work, on tbeCiCtk r,U.!(.,i i,'!ts, tiic hitioglyphits ol Jigyj.'ty Uc^ 
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ing (erics I invert igated, with my pen almoft always ift my 
hand, the original records, both Greek and Luin, from 
Dion Caiiius to Ammianus Marcellinus, from the re gn 
of Trajan to the laft age of the Weftem Csefars. The 
fubfidiary rays of medals, and infcriptions of geography 
and chronology, were thrown on their proper ( bjeds; 
and i applied the colIe£lIons of Tillemont, whofe inimi- 
table accuracy almoft aflUmes the charader of genius, tm 
fix and arrange within my reach the loofe and fcatcered 
atoms of hirtorical information. Through the darknefs of 
the middle ages I explored my way in the Annals and An- 
tiquities of Italy of the learned Muratori { and diligently 
compared them with the parallel or tranfverie lines of Sigo- 
nius and MafFc i, Baronius and Pagi, till I almoft grafpcd 
the ruins ot Rome in the fourteenth century, without fuf- 
pe^ing that ihh ftnal chapter muft be attained by the la- 
bour of fix quartos and twenty years. Among the books 
which I purchafcd, the Thepdocian Code, with the com- 
mentary of James Godefroy, muft be gratefully remem- 
bered^ I uf;;d it (and much I ufed it) as a wprk of hif- 
tory, rather than of jurifprodence': but In every light 
it may be confidered as a full and capacious repofitory of 
the political ftate of the empire in the fourth and fifth cen- 
turies. As I believed, and as I ftill believe» that the pro- 
pagation of the Gofpeli and the trtomph of the church, 
are infeparably conneQed with the decline of the Roman 
monarchy, I weighed the caufes and efFedls of the revolu- 
tion, and contraftcd the narratives and apologies of the 
Chriftians themfelves, with the glances of candour or en* 
jnity which the Pagans have caft on the rifing fc6ls. The 
Jewiftj and Heathen trflimonies, as they are collected and 
illuftrated by Dr. Lardtier, dire(Sted> without fuperleding^ 
my fearch of the originals ; and in an ample diflisrtation on 
the miraculous darknefs of the paffion, I privately drew 
•my cyjiclufiuns from the llicnce of an unbelieving age. I 
have ailbmbled the preparatory ftudies, dircdly or indi* 
n&iy relative to my hiftory} bu^ in ftri& ^quity> they 
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ttiud be fpread beyond this period of my life, over the two 
fummert (1771 and 1772) that elapfed between my fa« 

ther's death and my fettlement in London. 2. In a free 
convei fatioa with books and men, it would be cndlefs to 
enumerate the names and cbaraders of all who are intro^ 
duced to our acquaintance: but in this general acquain- 
tance wc may felecfl the degrees of friendfhip and eflecni. 
According to the ivife maxim, Multum Legert potiui quam 
nudia^ X reviewed, again and again, the immortal works 
of the French and EngliA, the Latin and Italian daffies. 

My Grsek lludies (thougli lefs afruiLKJus than I 'dciigncci J 
maintained and extended my Icnowlcdge of that incompa* 
rabJe idiom. Homer and Xenophon were ftill my fiivou* 
rite authoi^ } and I had almoft prepared for the prefs an 
EflTay on the Cyropoedia, which, in my own judgment, is 
not unhappily laboured. After a certain age, the new pub- 
lications of merit are the fole food of the many \ and the 
moft auftere ftudent will be often tempted to break the 
line, for the fake of indulging Ms own diriofity, and of 
providing the topics of fafliiouable currency. A more 
refpedable motive may be aiHgncd for the third perufai of 
Blackftone's Commentaries, and a copious and critical ab^ 
ilraft of that Englifli work was my firft ferious produdion 
iji my native laiiguage. 3. My literary Icilurc uas niuci' 
ieis complete and independent than it might appear to the 
eye of a ftranger. In the hurry qf London I was deftitutc 
of books % in the folttudeof Hampfliire I was not mafter cf 
my time. My quiet was gradually difturbed by our do- 
meflic anxiety, and I ihould be aihamed of my unfeeling 
philofophy, had I foiind much time or tafle for fludy in the 
laft fiital fummer (1770) of my 6uh€r's decay and diiTolu- 
tion. 

The difembodying of the militia at the ciofe of the war 
(1763} had reftored the Major (a new Cincinnatus) to a 
life of agriculture. His labours were ufefiil, his pleafures 
innocent, his wi(hes moderate ; and my father fetmed to 

enjoy the ftatc of happinefs which is celebrated by poets and 

phiiofophers, 
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philofophcr.% ns thu iiiuii agreeable to luturc, and the leaft 
acce&bic toiortuae* 

Bcatus ille, qui procul negotiis 
( Uc prifca gens mortalium) 
Patcrna rura bubus exercet fuis, 

But the lafl indifpc-nfabk coiKlition, the frcL-ciom from 
debt, was wanting to my father's felicity ; and the vani- 
ties of his youth were feverely puniflied by the foJicitude 
and forrow of his declining age. The fir^ mortgage, on 
my return from Laufanne, (175H,) had affordod him ,1 
partial and traniient relief. The annual demand of iate- 
reft and allowance was a heavy deduction from his income s 
the militia was a fource of expence, the farm in his hands 
was not a profitable adventure, he was loaded with the 
cofts and damages of an obfoletc law-fuit ; and each year 
multiplied the number, and exhaufted the patience, of his 
creditors* Under thefe painful circumftanceS) I confented 
to an additional mortgage, to the fale of Putney, and to 
every faci ifice that could alleviate his diflrcfs. But he was 
no longer capable of a rational effort, and his relu6lant 
delays poftponed not the evils themfelveS} but the rennediec 
of thofe evils (remedia malortm fottus quam mala difirthat) 
The panos of (hame, tcndcrncfs, and klf-rcproach, inccf- 
fantiy preyed on his vitals ; his con ili tut ion was broken; 
he loft his lircngth and his fight; the rapid progreTs of a 
dropfy admonifhed him of his end, and he funk into the 
grave on the icili of November 1 770, in the fixty-fourth 
year of his age. A family-tradition infinuntes that Mr. 
William X^aw had drawn his pupil in the light and iscon* 
ftant character of Flatus^ who is ever confident, and ever 
difappointed in the chace of happincfs. But thefc con ft i- 

tutional 

• Like ihc tu ii mc:tal> bkft is he, 
From dchts, and ulu._,, atul hulincri frcf. 

With his own trnm who pIour,hs t!ic ("oil. 
Which grattlul cucc confcii d iu» latiict'* to.i. Francis. 
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tutional failings were happily compcnhitcd by the virtuei 
of tkt head and beart» by the warmeft fendments of ho- 
noQf and humaiiky* His gracdul peHbn, polite ad«. 

drefi, gentle manners, and unaffcdcd chcufulncfs, rc* 
commended him to the favour of every company ; and 
in the change of tjn^es and opinions, his liberal Ipirit. 
bad long fittce delivered him from the seal and prcju* 
dice of a Tory education. I fubmittcd to the order ot 
Nature ; and my grief was loothed by the confcious 
fttisfa^on that I had difcharged all the duties of Hlial 
piety. 

As foon as I had paid the lad folemn duties to my 
father, and obtained, from time and rcafon, a tolerable 
Gompofure €^ miad^ 1 began to^m the plan of an iinb* 
pendent hfCf moft adapted to my clrcumftances and ta-. 
cUnaCNm. fo intricate was the net, my efforts were 

fo .iVv'k'u'ard and feeble, that nearly two years (Novem- 
ber 1770 — October 1772) were i'uffcrcd to ciapfe bc- 
ien I comld difeMangle myfeif from the management of the- . 
fum^ and transfor my residence frpm Beriton to a houfe in 
Ivondoji. Duiiii^ this !;i'Lrv.il I continuixl to divide my 
year between town and the country ; but my new iituatiori. 
vm$ brightooed by hope ; my ftay ia London was prolonged 
into tiie Anomer ; <aiid die uniformity of the fummer was oc- 
caftonally broken by vifus ai:d LXLuif^ui,.-, ..i u o,h,uic?? 
from home, i he gratification of my dcfires (they wuc 
HOC immoderate) has been feidom difappointed by the want 
of money or credit ; my pride was never infulted by. the 
vifit of an importunate tradefman ; and my tranfient 
anxiety for the paft or future h?s been difpelied by the 
fiudtous or focial occupation of the prof .* 11 1 hour. My con* 
Ibieoce does not accufe me of any a6): of extravagance <,z, 
iojufticc, and the remnant of my eftate affords an ample 
and honourable provifion for my declinin':'^ S'^c. I fhali iw»c 
expatiate on niy ceconomical aiFairs, which cannot be in- 
ftfttSive or amufing to the reader. It is a rule of prudence,' 
4» frell as of politeneff, to referve fucb confidence for tlu; 



* 
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ear of a private friend, without expofing our fituation to 
ihe envy or pity of Grangers } for envy is prodm^ive of 
hatred, and pity borders too nearly on oontempt. Yet f 
may believe^ and even afTert, that in circumftahces more 
indigent or more wealthy, I fliouid never have accomplifhed 
the tafk, or acquired the fame, of an hiftorian i that my 
ipirit would have been broken by poverty and contempt^ 
and that my induftry might have been relaxed in the labour 
and luxury of a fupcrfl nous fortune. 

I had now attained the iiril of earthly bleiEngs, indepen- 
dence : I was the abfolute mafter ol my hours and adions : 
nor was I deceived in the hope that the eftabliflunent of 
my library in town would allow me to divide the day 
between iludy and fociety. Each year the circle of my 
acquaintance! the number of my dead and living companions^, 
was enlarged. To a lover of books, the fbops and iales of 
London prefent irrefiftible temptations ; and the manufacture 
of my hiftory required .a various and growing Aock of ma- 
terials. The militia, my travels* the Houfe of Commons, 
the fame of ah author, contributed to multiply my connec- 
tions : I was chofen a member of the faflii enable clubs j 
and, before I left En^and in 1783, there were few pcr- 
fons of any eminence in the literary or political world to 
vfham I was a ftrapger*. It would m«ft afluredty be in 
my power to amufe die reader with a gallery of portraits 
and a coIle£^ion of anecdotes. But I have always condemn- 
ed the practice of transforming a private memorial into a 
vehicle of iatire or pratfe. By my own choice I palled in 

town 

* From the wSxtd, chough polite, company of BoocUe^s* White* vi4 
Bso6M9f I mull honoarably diitinguifh a weddy fodetyy which wu 'mM^ 
tilted in the year 1764, mul whieh.ilill continnet to ftourifliy under ths tilk of 
theUmraryanb. (Hawlcint*sLifeof Jfoliiilbn» p.415. BoMt*tToartiitl» 
Htfaridet, p. 97.) TlieiianMsof Dr. JbhBliMi» Mr. BariBt, Mr« Topham Baan- 
ckn» lir. Garridc, Dr. GoUfinith, Sir J^lhsaRaynoMstMr. OotaBan^ Sir WO- 
liam Jpnat» Dr. Percy, Mr. Fax» Mir. Shcridan» Mr. Adam Smith, Mr, Stee* 
vens, Mr. Dunning, Sir Jofeph Biokty Dr. Warton« and bis brother lir. Tho^ 
mai WaitODt Dr. Bonwyt ftCi Ima lu^ and Ivroiaooa conHrilatiDn of Ai* 
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kown. the greateft part of the year j but whenever 1 wat 
defirous of breathing the air of the countrj, I pofiefTeid in 
kofpttable retreat at Sheflield^place in Siiflex, In the familjr 
of my valur.ble friend Mr. Holroyd, whofc chara6ler, under 
the name of Lord ^hef&eld^ has iince been more confpicuous 
to the public* ^ 

No (boher was I Teftled in my houfe and library, than t 
undertook t^iL- compoluioii of the firil w lLi TiCof my Hif- 
tory. At the outfet all was dark and doubtful | even the 
title .of the work) the true aeraof the Dcdine and Fall of 
tile Empire, the limits of the introdu^on, the divifion of 
thechaptcrs^ and the oi Jci o[ the nanuLivc ^ aiiJ I w.is often 
tempted to paft away the labour of feven years. The ftyle 
tif an author fliould be the image of. his tnindi but tho 
thoice and command of language is the fruit of exercife. 
Many expLTlmcnts were made before I could hit the middle 
tone between a dull chronicle and a rhetorical declamation : 
three times' did I cotrtpofc the firft chapter, and twice the 
iecond and third) before I was tolerably fattsfied with their 
cfFech In the remainder of the way I advanced with a 
more equal and eafy pace; but the fifteenth and lixiccnth 
chapters have been reduced by three fucceiTive revtfals, from 
1 large volume to their prefent fize i and they migkt ftiU be 
comprefled, without any lofs of fails or fentimehtft. An op- 
podte fault may be imputed to the concife and fuperficial 
narrative of the firft reigns from Cooimodus.to Alexander j 
ainilt of which I have never heard) except from Mr* Hume 
tnhis lad joorney to London* Such an oracle might hive 
been confulted and obeyed with rational dc\GUon i bu!: I 
was foon difgufttd with the hidulII pradlice of reading the 
imufeript ID my friends. Of fuch friends fome will prMs 
from polltefncfs, arid fome will criticife from vanity. The 
author himUlf is the bell judge of his own performance ; no 
c^e has fo deeply meditated on the fubjei&i no oiie iS ib ha* 
ceraiy tntereftcd m Che event. 

• By the friendibip of Mr. (AoW Lord) M<ift, y^h^^ 
married my firft coufin, I was returned at flie general dae* 
Vol. L L , tioa 

1 
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tioii for the borough of LeikearcL I took my feat at thd « 
beginning tit the meitioYable conleft.betmen Great Britain 

arid America, and fupported^ with many a finccrc and filent 
votr> the rights, though not, perhaps, the interell, of thr 
mother country* After a fleeting illufive hope, prudence- 
metdacquiefee in the l^umble Itation of a mute. 
I was not armed by Nature and education with the intrepid 
energy of mind and voice. 

Vincentem Crepitus, et natum rebus agendis. 

timidity was fortified by pride, and even the fuccels of my 

pen difcouraged the trial of my voice*. But I aflifted at 
the debates of a free aiTemblyi I liftened to the attack and 
defence of eloquence and reafon; I had a near profpe<^ of 
die chani6lers, views, and paffions of the firft men of the 
age. The caufe of government was ably vindicated by 
iiord Norib^ a flatefman of fpotlefs integrity, a confum- 
liiate mafter of debate^ who could wield, with equal dcxte-> 
rity, the itfmi of reafgn and of ridicule. He was feated on 
the Treafury-bench between his Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral, the two pillars of the law and ftate, magis pares quam 
prnUs \ and the minifter might indulge in a fhort dumber^ 
whilft he was upholden to either hand by the majeftic lenie 
of ThurU^y and the fkilful eloquence of TVedderhurne, 
From the adverfe fide of the houfe an ardent and powerful 
oppofition was fupported, by the lively declamation of' 
Barrtf the leg^ acutenefs of taunnikg^ the profofe and phi* 
IdfopKic fiuicy of Burke^ and the argumentative vehemence 

of 

• A Ftcndi Iketch df Mf. Gtbbon*c Lifcj written by hlmfelf, p: ok=My for 
the ufe of {bme foreign journalift or tranflator, contains no tattnot nim.on- 
cd inhilEnflUh Life. He there defcribes himfclf with lu* uluai canduur. 
Depuis huit ans il a aflllt6 «ux deliberations les plus importantes, mais il ne 
«*eft jamais troav6 Je courage^ ni U tmlenti de parler dans unc aflcmbJic publ; - 
que. This iketch was written. before the publication o£ Ins three laft voluiries, 
as indofiof it he fays of his Hiftory : Cette entreprife iui dcmande encoro 
plniMn aiMilct d*tine application foutenue ; mais quelqu'en fuit le fucce;., 
B Inmvt dans c«tte appCcatioa mime un plaifir toujours varic et coujours re« 
naUTant ' * 
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•dttion wm fearoely adeqiute to the domand i Hud the 
t^ookfeller's property was twice invaded by the pirates of 
Dublin. My book was on every table, and almofl on every 
toilette ; the hiftorian wit crowned by the ta(!e or faibioii 
of the day | nor was the general voice difturbed by the 
• barking of any profam critic. The favour of mankind is 
fnoft freely bcftowed on a new acquaintance of anyorigi- 
xud merit; and the mutual furprise of the public and their 
Ikvottriteis produ^iveof thofe warm fenfibilitiett which at 
t ft cond meeting can no longer be rekindled. If I Uilened 
to the niuHc of praife, I was more ferioudy fatisfi il with 
the approbation of my judges. I he candour of iir. Ro« 
bertfon embraced fita (KHeiple. A letter from Mr. Hume 
overpaid the labour of ten yetraj bu^I have never pre* 
fumed to accept place in the triumvirate ofBritifli hiiiunans* 

That curious and original letter will amule the raader<i 

and his gratitude fliould (hicld my free communication from • 
the reproach of vanity* 

DsAA Si&i Edimbu&oh, i8th March 17 ;6« 

^ As I ran through your volume of hiftory with great 
avidity and impatience} I cannot forbear difcovcnng fomc- 
what of the fame impatience in returning you thanks for 
your agreeable preient, and expreffing the fatisfiidtoa which 
the performance has given me. Whether I confider the 
dignityof your ftylc, the depth of your matter, or the cx- 
tenHveners of your learning, I mull: xegard the work as 
equally the object of efteem ; and I own that if I had not 
previoufly had the hiqipineft of your perfonal acquainunce^ 
itich a performance from an Englifliman in oar age would 
have given me fome furprize. You may fintle at this feiitw 
snent 1 but as it ieemi lo me that your oountryment for il- 
mcA ft whole generation) have given themielves up to bar- 
barous and uhfui d laLtion, and have totally negledlcd all po- 
lite letters^ 1 no longer cxpeded any valuable produ^ion 
€ver to oome from them* I know it will give you pleafure 
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iS it did mc) to iiad that all the men of letters in this place 
concur in their admiration of your workf and ia tjieir anxW 
outilefire of jrour conttnoing it 

^ When I heard of your luidertaking, (which wat lame 

time ago,) I ow n I was a little curious to fee how you would 
extricate youricif trom the fubje(^ of your two laft chapters* 
I thinly yott have obferved a very prudent tempenunent ; but 
it was im)X)ffibIe to treat the fubjed at not to give grotindt 
of fufpiciOii agaiiilt you, and you in ay expect that a clamour 
will arife. This, if any thingt will retard your fuccefs with 
tfa« pnblici for in every other refped your work it calcula* 
ted to be popular. B«t among many other marks of de» 
dine, the prevalence ot fupcjlliiion in England prognofti- 
caces the fall of phiiofophy and decay of taile ^ and though 
nobody be more capable than you to revive them| you will 
probably ind a ftrug^lo i|i *yottr firft advances. 

I fee you entertain a great doubt with regard to the au- 
thenticity of the poems of Offian. You are certainly right 
in ib doing* Jt is indeed flrange that any men of fenfe could 
Inve inagined it po^)>le, tl^^t above twenty ihoufand verfesi 
along with nuniberlefs hiftoHcal eoutd have been pre* 
fcrved by oral tradition during fifty generations, by the 
nidei&y perhapSi of all jthe European nations, the moft ne» 
cefttotts, the moft turbtilent| and the moft unfettled. Where 
a fuppofition is fo contrary to common fenfe, any pofitive 
evidence of it ought never to be regarded. Men run with 
greet' avidity to give their evidence in &vour of what flat* 
fere their paffioni and their national prejudices, You are 
therefore over and above indulgent to us in fpeaking of the 
matter with hefitation. 

^ I muft inform you that we are ^1 very anxious to hear 
Aie' you l^ve full jt coUeAed the materials for ytmr fecon4 
vvKime, and that you are even confiderably advanced in 
the compoiition of it. I fpcaic this more in the name of 
my friends than in my own; as I cannot expe6^ to live to. 
fqqK as Ce fee Ae paUicatioa of it. Your ettfuing volume 

% I- 
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will be more delicate then the pMeedfngi hot I truA in 
your prudence for extricating you ftimdMdifi^ aod^ 

in all events, you have courage to iici'piic the cUmour of 
bigots. 

I ami with gieat Tcgardi 

Dear Sir, 

Your n;oil ob(;dicat| and moft humble Sci vant, 

Davio Hum£.'* 

Some weeks afterwards I had the melancholy plcaTure of 
feeing Mr. {iume in hia paflage through Loniloo| hia body 
feeble, hia miad firm. On the 25th of Auguft of the fionc 
year (1776) h^ died| at ]Ldiubargh| the death of a |)bilo^ 

My feeond excurfion to Ptoia waa determined by the preCr 

fing^ invitaiion of M. atid Madame Nccker, who had vifit-* 
cd iinglund m ihc preceding fummer. On my airivai I 
feund M. Necker Diredof^general of the financet, in tfajit 
firft bloom of power and popularity. Hia privaie fortune 

cnublL'd hini tu iuppoi t a liberal cli^'blinimciU j and his wife, 
whofc talents and virtues I had lon^ admired, was admirably 
qualified to prefide in ^ converfction 4it (ler taUe and 
drawing-room. At their friend, | was introduce^ to the 
beft comp jiy of both fcxcs, 10 th. fujtign miniAers of all 
. ns^tioiis, and to tiie hdi names and chara^ers of France ; 
who difttngutibed me by fuch marka of ctviJtty and kind- 
nefff, aa gratitude wiU not fufer me to forget, aj[id modefty 
will not allow me to enumcra^, The fu(bionable iuppera 
ofccn broke into the morning hours |, yet I oceafiondlly con- 
Suited the Royal Library, and that of the Abbey of St. 
Germain, and in the free nib of their booka at honey I had 
^Iways reafon to praife the Uberality of thofe inilitutiona. 

The 

■ 
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Th^ focicty of own of lectm I nekfacr courted iior dsdinri ^ 
fnit I wtt happy til die acquaintance of 'M. de Bitflboi who 

united with a fublimc genius the moft amiable fimplicity of 
xnuid and manners A{ the uble of my old friend, M. de 
Foocemagne^ I was involved in a difpote with the Abb£ do 
MaUy ; ^nd his jealoat iraf^e fpirit r e v enge d itfdfcki a « 
i^otk which he was incapable of reading in the original. 

As I might be partial In my pvyn caufe^ I fhall tranjlcribo 
die words of an unknown critic^ obferving onlyi that chit 
difpute had been preceded by anodier on the Englifh oonflir 
tution, at the boufe of the Counted de yro\x]dy^ an M Jan* 
/enift Udy^, 

Vous ^ties ch«& M. de Foncemagnei mon chcr Theo^ 
«^ le joar que M. PAbb6 de MMily et M. Gibbon 7 di- 

^ nerent en grande compagnie. La converfation roula preA> 
*^ que entierement fur I'hiftoire. L'Abbe etant un profond 

politique) la touma fur I'adminiftratloni quai|d un fut ai| 
.<*deiert: et comme par carad2re| parhupieufi p^lliabi- 
•^tude d*admirer Tite Live, il nc prife que le fyft^me re^ 
*^publicain, il fc mit a vantcr I'cxcellence des republiques : 
^ bien perfuade <|^ue le favant Anglois Tapprouveroiten tou^ 
^ et adfldir^lt la profondeur de g^nie qui avoit fiut deviner 
^ tons ces awantages i un Francois. Mais M. Qibbon» 

inftruit par Texpcrience des inconveniens d*nn gouvernc- 
^ ment popula^re, ne fut point du toutdc aviSf et ii pnt 

genmuiSmiMpt b d6fiMiie dtt goumwmoiit mobaithiqueii 
^ L'Abb^ iroutut leeonvatncre par Tite Live^ et par quel* 

•* qucs argumcns tires dc Piutarque en fav cur des Spartiates. 
^ M. Gibbon, dpue de la memoire la plus beureufe, et 
*^ ajFiBt tous ks hktB prefens ^ la penlige^ doouoa bienktot 
<^koDnireHation; I'Abh^feftcha, its s'emportSi ilditdes 
•* chofes dures ; TAnglois, confervant le phlegmc de fbo 
" pays, prenoitfes avantages, et prciToit TAbbe avec d*au^ 
lapit plus de fucois que la colere le troubloit de phis ca 
*phis» L«'OoovtiMoas'echaufibtt,et M.de PoDOemag^- 
*Ia rompit tn fe levant de table^ et en p^i^^^ 
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« faloni oii pcrfonnc ne fut tcntc dc la renouer.** 9vtfl4% 

md'it dc la Maniere (Veer ire I' Hl/loirey p. 125, * 

Nearly two years bad elapfed between the publication of 
my firft and the commep^emeot of my fecond volume ; and 
tbe caufes muft be afligncd of thi« long delay, i. After ^ 
.Ihort holld^y^ I indulged my ciiiiGfity in forr.c iLudics of ^ 
very different nature, a courfc of anaiomy, >\ hich was dc- 
inonftrated by Oo^or Hunter \ and fome leifons of qhyinif- 
try, which were delivered by Mr. Higgins. Tbe princi- 
pics of thefe fciences, and a tadc foi books of natural hif- 
tory, . contributed to multiply ^ly icka^ images y an^ th^ 
anatpmift and cbymift may ibmetimes' track me io (heir owi| 
im'^ I dived, perhaps too deeply, into ^he mud of the 
Arian coiuroveifyi an^ many days t f reading, thinkings 
and writing were 9cnfuaa^4 puiTuit of a phanton^ 

J. )t is difficult to arr^nge^ with order ^nd per^icuityj tbe^ 
various tranfa^ions of the age of Conlbintine; and fi> 
much was 1 diipkafed with the fud efTay, that 1 <.on^mitte4 
to the fiiU[nes above fifty fhccts. 4. The fix months 
Paris JM^d pleafure muft be deduced from the aipcount. liuf 
^hen I refomed my ta(V I felt my improvement \ I vn\ 
now u:ailwr of my ft}le and fuhjccl, ajid while tl.t- mea^ 
fure of ip^ d4ily j^crformance ^-;;s enlargedt 1 

, covered 

♦Pf the Yoluminwa writings of ri>e Abb^ de MaUy, (fee his Elogc by 
the Abbe Hrisardy) the Pnntipti du dnkpiAiic d: I'Eufcfe, zi\6. the firft pait 
of the Objcrvatkm fur Htft^t dt FrancSf may be dc/trvtdljr luajfed ; an<l fVM 
the Maniert d^arirt PH'Jitire contains fcveral ufeful precepts and ^dicioui wp^ 
Aiarks. Mably was a lover of vi rtue and freedom ^ but hb virtue wa» auftm* 
and his freedom was intpatient of an equal. Kings, magiflratcs, 'nobles^ 
and fttccefsful wipten, were theobjei^of his contempt, or hatred, or envy |' 
but his illiberal abufe of Voltaire, H^jne, BuAbn, the Abbi lUyo^a 
Kobertfon, and tutti ^uMnti, can be iiijuriou^ only to himfelf. 

*« Eft il ricn de phis faftidicux (fays the polite Cenfor) qu'un M. Gibbon | 
•* qui dans fon eterneiic Hiftoire dcs Lmpercurs Romains, fufpcrd h chaque 
** inftant Ion mfipidc etlente narration, pour vous expliqucr la caufe de faics 

que vou!> alle2 lire.** (Maniere d*ccnre THiiloire, p. 184. See another 
^afl^ge, p. 2S0 ) Yet 1 am indebud to the Abbe c f M ibly for two fuch a^^ 
-vocatcs as tbe anonymous French Critic and my fiienU Air* Ha|ky« (Hayky*^ 
^Ycfiett tw £ilit. VoL il. p. a6i;— 



Dig'itized by Gov 



« 



MY AMP W&ITIVOI, iS| 

§Oifmi kfs reafon to ^an^l or corrcA It httt idimqn 
^een iny praftj^ caft a long paragraph ia m 

mould, to try it by my ear, to dcpofit it in my mc^ 
inory, but to fuipend the action of the pea till 1 had 
given the hfk poiifli my. work^ Shall I .add* that I 
fiever found my mind more vigorous* nor my compolU 

tion more happy, than in the wiiitcr huiry of fociety an() 

p<ti iiauicgt? 

U id I believed that th^ qiajortty of Engliih readers were 
fo fondly attached even to the name and ftiadow of CKriftU 
anity; had I forefeen that the pious, the timid, and the 
pi i.ticnt, would feci, or affedt to feel, with fuch cxquifite 
fenfibility \ I mighty perhaps, have foftened th^ two mvi*t 
^ous chapters^ which would create mairy enemies, and 
conciliate few friends, fiut the (baft was (hot, the alarm 
was fouiultd, and I could only rejoice, that if the voice of 
our prieils was clamorous and bitter, their hands were diC^ . 
fumed from (he powers of perfecution* I adhered to thf 
wife refoiution of trufting myfeif and my writings to the 
candour of ihc public, till Mr, Davics of Oxloid prefumed 
to attack, not the Uith, but the fidelity, of the hiftoriai^ 
^ FittdUatiwx expreffve of lc6 anger than contempl^ 
amuied for a moment the bufy and idle metropolis ; 
the mod rational part ot the laity, and tvcji of ihe clergy, 
apjpcju to have been (atished of my innocence and accu- 
racy. I would not print this Vindication in quaru^ 
it (hould be .bound and prelerved with ike hiftory itiel^ 
At the diftance of twelve years, I calmly affirm my judg- 
incnt of p^viei^ Chclium^ .6cc. A vi^ry over fuch an- 
taganii^s was a fiilideat humiiiacioik They, liowmi^ 
were rewarded In this world. Poor Chdibm was indeed 

ncgle£ted j and I dare not boaft the making Dr. Watfon 
a bi&op \ he is a. prelate of a large mind and liberal fpi- 
fit? ; but i enjoyed the pleafure of , giving a lloyal pea» 
t» Mr* Xhmh aad of oollaiii« Dr. A nhorpa t» 
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MEMOIRS OF 

9jt ardiiepifcopal living. Their fqcceft encouraged die zeal 
of Tiyfor the Arian», and Mtlner the Methodiftf , wirh 

many others whom it would he difficult to remember, and 
tedious to rehearle. The lift of my adverfaries, however, 
tvas graced with tiie more refpedable names of Pr. Prieft^ 
ley, Sir David Dalryinple, and Dn White; and every 
polemic, of cither univerfity, difcharged his fermon or 
pamphlet agaiiiii the impenetrable filence of the Roman 
hiftoriam In his Hiftory of the jCorruptiona of Chrifti* 
anity. Dr. Prieftl^y threw down his two gaundets to Bi* 
' ihop Hurd nv'J Mr. Gibbon. J declined the challenge in a 
letter, exhorting my opponent, to enlighten the world by 
his phitofophical dKcoveries, and to remember that the 
merit of his predece0br Servetus is now reduced to a 
lincfle pa{iaj;c, which indicates the fmaller circulation of 
the blood through the lungs, from and to the heart J. In- 
ilcad of liftening to this friendly advice, the daundeis 
phitoibpher of' Birmingham continued to fire away bis 
double battery againft thofe who believed too little, and 
thofc yvho believed too much. From my replies he has no- 
thing to hope or fear : but his Socinfan fiiield has repeat- 
edly been pierced by the fjpezr of Horfley, and his trumpet 
of fcdition may at length awaken the magiftrates of a free 
country. 

The profcflion and rank of Sir David Dairymple (now 
a liord of Seflion) has given a more decent oolour to his 

' ftflc. 

' * Tht fh/jcndous title, I'hvghts cn the Caujesof tie grand j^poji/rcy^ at firfl 
ggitatcd my ncm«, till 1 difcovcicd that it was the apoftacy of the whok 
ci)urch9 fince the Council of Nice, iiom Mr l ayk^r's private religton. His. 
book is a thorough ni;xiurL c.f ^-^A enthufjafm aod ^ow buiioonery, and t tie 
KiUlcnIum is a fundamental asUck of his creed, 

Fcofn his grainmar-fchool nt KingAoQ upon Hull, Mr. Jofrph Milnerpio* 
HOtmcet an anathema agatnit all rational roligion. Tlh faith is a divin* tllle» 
ft fplritfalialliimion $ k'n church is a myftic and inviihle bod/t die mmtwI 
. f^bri(liant| foch at Mr Locke, who belteye ami itw p m Cbe S u^Hm n> «rt» m 
lilt jadgiMiiti no beKer tbui piofiuie iafidtli^ 

I 'AfM ^ is 9 t f uftM ty da Cwu^ (oolL 77. 79* Ap|*iidiz»l4Etttf CIXITi 



Digitized by Google 



MT Un AlfB WRITIHOa. kfi 

Ikjk. Bitt he icrotinised etch iepsrsii pdEif«of At two 
Chapters with the dry miimieiKff of a IjMckl pleadferi mi 

^ he was always folicitous to make, he may have fue» 
cecded fometimes in finding, a flaw. In his Amuls of Scot* 
lafidt he haslbcwji himfeif a dUigent cgUeAoir and lai acm- 
jate critict 

I have praifedy and I ftill praifci die eloquent fermons 
which were preached in St. Mary's pulpit at Oxford by Dr. 
Wlittew If he aifaulted me with fiutie degree of iUtbend 
Kerimony* in fiich a place, and before fucb ah avditnce^ be 
was obliged to fpeak the language of the country. I fmiled 
at a paffage in one of his private letters to Mr. Badcock ; 

The part where we encounter Gibbon mu& be brilliant 

^ and i^riking*** 

In a femson preached before the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, Dr. Edwards complimented a work, " which can 
^^only perilh with the language itfelf;*' and efleems the 
author a^formidf^le enemy* He is^ indeed, aftoniflied that 
Jeaming and ingennlty has not been Ihewn in the 
defence of Iliael; that the prelates and dignitaries of the 
church (alas, good manl) did not vie with each other, • 
' :vrfaofe ftone ihould iink the deepeft an the forehead of this 
Goliah. 

*• But the force of truth wiH oblige us to confefs, that 
^ in the attaclcs which have been levelled againii: our fcep- 
^ tical biftorian, we can difeover bnt flender- traces of pnv 
«* found and exqutfite erudition, of foKd criticiini and ac» 
«* curate inveftigation ; but we are too frequently difgufled 

by vague and inconclufive rcafoning; by unfeafonablo 
^ banter and (enk\dk wkticifins ; by imbittered bigotry 
ft and entboiiailic j^goni by fvtiie cavils and illiberal *io- 

ve^ives. Proud and elated by the weaknefs of his anta<- 
1< goniAs, he condefcends not to hwdk the fword of coo* 

Utiofvfy*." • 

Let 

• Monthly Rtvkw^ OA* 27^0. 
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Let mc (tmkly own that I ym ftartlcd at the fii ft d\f* 
duirgi ^ tioclefijiftical ordoanet : bot as toon as 1 found 
Ibal ihti empty noife virm mifchievous only in tb« intentioiii 

my li-ii vv.ih cuiivcrted iiuo indignation ; and every feeling 
ludigimttgn or curiolity has long fincc iubfidcd in piue 
and placid tndift'crencci 

Thn profccutlonof my hiftory wm loon afterwards check- 
ed by ai\(^ihri cutitroveily of a very different kind. Atthf 
^cqutii: ot the JUord Uiianccllor, and ot Lord Weymouth, 
cheu Snactaiy of State, I vindicatedi agaiiiil ilie French 
numtfefto, the jufiice of the Britiih armi. I hc whole cor- 
j efpondcncc of Lord Stormont, our late atnbaffador at Parit, 
Vim (abinitlcd to \ny (iil|)ct.^lioii, und ibc illnH^irc 'J uJltfuaOJ^ 
' V hi( h I coinpofcd in French, was fuil a|>provcd by ihc 
Cabinet Miniftera» and than delivered as a ftate paper to tho 
coiirti of Kurope* The ftylt and manner are praifed by 

Ueaun\«u hitnf. It, who, m his piiv.iic qii.iricl, attempt- 
ed a rrpiyi bul he flatters uk, by alcnbing the memoir lo 
Lord Stormont \ tnd tlie groAhefs of his invedive betrayt 
the Ms of temper and of wit; he acknowledged*, that k 

' Jiyh nx fei oii pas fans yracc^ fii In loi\if{Uf funs ju/Ir/je^ 6cc, if 
th<3 Uiih were true whieh he undciukcs to thlpiovc. For 
tliefc iadls my credit is not pledged i 1 fpukc as a lawyer 
from my brieft But the veiacHy of Bcaumircbaii may bo 
cllimatcd from the aflcrtion that France, by the treaty 6f 
Paris (1763,) was limiltd to a ccruin nunibei ol fliips of 
war. On the application uf the Duke ot Choifeul, he waa 
pUiged tq fOfr«d Chis daring frlfebopd* 

Among the honourable connedHont whi^ I had formed, 
4 may julily be proud ot the fritiidlhip of Mr. \V i- elder- 
bur^Q, at that time Attomoy General, who now illuitrates 
the title of Lord Loughborough, and tho oAco of Chief 
JuClice of the Common Fleas* By his iht^ng rccommen* 
dation, and the fnvouiable difpofition of Lord North, 1 was 
appointed one of tlie Lords Commiifioners of I'rade anU 
l^lantations 1 and my privau incomo waa enlarged by a dear 

addition 

,* (Huvm df Btiumardiaii^ tMiw lU* p. 199. )S5. 
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and perilous ; county meetings, petitions and committees 
of con efpoiidence, announced the public difcontent ; and 
inftead of voting with a triumphant n^ajority, the friends of 
government were often expokd toa ftruggie^ and fomedihes 
to a defeat. The Houie of Commons adopted Mr< Dun<^ 
ning's motion, " That the infldence of the Crown had in- 
creafed, was increafing, and ought to be diminiflied :** 
and Mr. Burke's bill of reform was framed with fklU, in- 
.troduced with doquencei and Aipported by numbers. Our 
late prefident, the American Secretary of State, very nar- 
rowly efcaped the fentcnce of profcription ; ,but the unfortu- 
nate Board of Trade was aboiiflied in the coqmittee by a 
iooaU majority (207 to 199) of eight votes. The florm, 
however, blew over for a time ; a large defeftion of country . 
gentlemen eluded the (anguine hopes of the patriots: the 
Lords of Trade were revived ; admtniftration rcQovered 
their ftrengtii and ffMrit; and the flames of London, whidi 
were kindled by a mifchievous madman, admoni(hed all 
thinking men of the danger of an appeal to the people. 
In the premature diiTolution which followed this feiTion of 
parliament I loft my feat. Mr* £Utot was qow deeply en- 
gaged in the meafures of oppofition, and the eieAors of 
Leikeard * are commonly of the fame opinion as Mr. El- 
liot. 

In 

ready to take a Aip which 1 lomnd to be oonflilant both with my intereii and 

my honour. 

Jt muft now be decided, whether I may continue to live in England, or 
whether 1 muft foon withdraw myfclf into a kind of philofophic?.! exile in 
Switlcrland. My father left his affiurs in a ftatc of cmbarrairinent, and even 
of diftrefs. My attempts to difpofe of a part of my iandcd property have hi* 
thcrto been difappointcd, and arc not likely at prefcnt to be more fuccefsfuia 
and my plan of cxpencc, though moderate in itfelf, dcfc: vcs the name of ex- 
trava^ancr, fince it exceeds my real income. The addition ot the i^hvy wl.Ich 
is now ctTered will maVte my fituation perfe€^ly eify *, but 1 liopc you will do 
Dje the juj^icc to buicvc th'it my mind cooid fiot be io^ unlsk i werc iadsficd of 
the ixditude of my own coadud. 

« The bono|h which Afr* QifaboD had i^ptftaisd la pirlianaat» 
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In this interval of my fenatorial life, I publiiheJ the 
fecond and third volumes of the Decline and Fall. My 
eccleiiaftical hiftory ftill breathed the fame fpirit.of £ree« 
dom ; but proteftant Keal it more indifFerent to the cha- 
racters and controvcrlies of the fourth -dhd aftb centuries. 
My obftinate iiience had damped the ardour of the po« 
lemics. Dr« Watfon, the moft candid of my adver^uiety 
afllired me that he had no thoughts of renewing the at- 
tack, and my impartial balance of the virtues and vices 
of Julian w^s generally praifed. This truce was in- 
terrupted only by fome animadverfions of the Cathoitct 
of Italy^ and by fome angry letters of Mr. Travit, who 
made me pcrfonally rcfponfible for condemning, with the 
beft critic$» the fpurious text of the tnrce heaveuiy wu- 
neiTes. 

Tht piety or prudence of my Italian tranflator has pto^ 
vided an antidote againft the poifon of his original. The 

5th and 7th volumes are armed with five letters froui 
an anonymous divine to his friends, Foothead and Ktric^ 
two Engliih fttideatt at Rome; and this meritorious 
'vice is commended by^Monfignor Stonor, a prelate of the 
lame nation, who difcovcrs much venom in the /luid and 
nervous ilyle of Gibbon. The critical eilay at the end of^ 
the diird volume was furniihed by the Abbate Nicola Speda- 
lier!) whoTe seal has gradually fwii^ed to a more ibltd confu- 
tation in two quarto volumes. — Shall I be excufed for not 
having read them ? 

The brutal infoknce of Mr* Travis's challenge can only 
%e excufed by the abfcnce of Icaroing) judgment, andhuma* 
nity ; and to that excufe he has the fairclt or foulcft preten- 
iion. Compared with Archdeacon IVaviSy Chelfum and 
Davies afliime the title of refpe^ble enemies. . 

The bigotted advocate of popes and monks may be turned 
'^ver even to the bigots uf Oxford ; and the wretched i ruvis 
ftill ftnarts under the lafh of the mcrcilefs Porfon. I confi- 
4er Mr« Poribn's anfwer to Archdeacon Travis as the moil; 
acutt and accurate pieea of criticifia which Ims appeared 

6m 
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finte Ae days of Bentley. His ftriaur^ are founded iH 
arguinent) enriched with learning, and enlivened with wit ; 

and hi* adverfary neither dcferves nor finds any qiurur at 
his hands. The evidence of the three heavenly witnefles 
would now be reje^ed in any coiirt of juftice: but prejudice 
is Uind, authority is deaff and our vulgar bibles will ever 
be {polluted by this fpurious text, ^^fcdet tticrr.umquc fedeb'tL** 
the more learned ecclefiaftlcs will indeed have the fecrct fa- 
tis^i^oQ of reprobating in the dofet what they read in the 
church. 

_ ♦ 

I perceived, and without furprife, the coldnefs and even 
prejudice of the town ; nor could a whifper cfcape my ear^ 
that> in the judgment of many readers, my continuation 
was much inferior to the original attempts. An author 
who cannot afeend will always appear to (ink^ ^^^y^ 
was now prepared for my reception, and the zeal of my 
religious, was fortihed by the motive of my political^ ene- 
mies. Btihop Newton, in writing his own life, was at 
loll liberty to declare how much he himielf and two emi- 
nent brethren were dit'gulled by Mr. G.*s prolixity, tedf- 
oufnefs, and affc^^tion. But the old man fliould not h;ive 
itidulged his seal in a falfe and feeble charge againft the hii^ 
torian*, who had faithfully and even cautioufly rendered Dr. 

B uracils 

* S»ttsS fim Mr* GimmohU Cmum* P/«t» SttL 

TliOm«A Newton> Bifhop ot Bnltol .^nd Dean ol St. Paul's, vvji bo:n 
Litchfield on the a ill of December 1703, O. S. (ift January 1704, N. S.), and 
died the f4lh of February 1782, in the 7yth year of his age. A few days be-^ 
fore hii death he finlfiied tlie memoirs of his own life> which hare been p c- 
fijLcd to an edition of his pofthumous works, firii pubUihed in quarto, and 
fjnce (17S7) rc-publiflied in fix volumes o£tavo. 

P. 173, 174* Some books were pubUAied in 1781, which employed fome 
of the Bilhop*s leifure houn, UhI during his illncfs. Mr. Cfibbon's Iftfiory 
9f tne D^ J.ne and Fmtt 9/ tkt Rmmm Entftn he read throughout, but it 
by no means anfwered his expefbtion ^ for be found it rather a proUx and 
tedious performance, his matter unlntercfUn^, and his ftyle afield j his telli. 
monies not to be depended upon, and his frequent feoffs at religion offeniivc to 
every fobcr mind. He had before beeA convided of making falfe quotations, 
which ihoold have taught liiHi moreprwdknce and caution. But, without 
examiaiog hit antborities^ tim ll m Wideh rnuft aeccArily ftrike every num 

who 
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Baract's meaning by the akeraative of Heep or repofe. 
^ That philofophic divine fuppofes, that, in the period betweon 
death and the rdurre^tion, human fouls exift without a 
IkkIv, endowed with internal confciournefs, but deftitute of 
a" a five or paffive connccliori with ihc cxtcriial vvoiid. 

Secundum communcm didtionem f«;cr£ fcripturx^^mors 
^ dicitur fomnus, et morientes dicuntur abdormin^ quod 
Vol. I. M ^ innuere 

■ 

^vfad has ithd t)r. Burnetts TreatifeA Stat6 M»rtmnim* In vd.ii}.p.99« 
Mr.G. hat the following notet-^* Burnet (dt S» M p. 56^84.) coUeQs 
** the opiniont of the Fatliers, uhtu thejr aflert the Heep or repoie of hii« 

QMUi foult tiU the day of judgment. He afterwards expofet (p. 9s.) the in- 
^'coaveniences which muft arife If they poiS^M a more adilve and fenfiblo 
** exiilence. Whd wdtdd not from hence baler that Dr.B. was an advocate- 
'* Iqr the fleep or inCenfible exiftenoe of the Ibul after death ? whereas hit 
5^ doftrine te diredly the contrary* He has employed fiime chapters in treat* 

ing of the Aate of human fouls in the intervat between death and the re- 
<*fnne^ioni «nd after wjoos proofii from reafony from fcripturvp and the 
** Fatherly Ms conelufions are, that human foab exift after their reparation 

from the body» that they are In a good or evil ftate accordfaig to thdr good 
<<or ill behavjour» but that neither their happinets nor their mifery wiUbe 

complete or perfed before the day of judgment. His argumentation is 
' thus fommed up at the end of the 4th chapter— fuibu% nnfiat primcp 

0tAmM fnftrefi txtinSo eur^t\ ftan^^ Uim bentf malas ma/e ft kahlturai \ 

tertiCf tue j/Zii f»mmam fiHekMNm^ nee bit fimmam mfirwmf 4en^am tj^ 
M sm£m jmBeu*** (The BiOiop's reading the whole wai a gfeater compli* 
nent to the work than was paid to it by two of the moft eminent of his.bre« 
dm iat their learning and ftatioa The one entered upon it, but was fooii 
waari«d» and laid it afldo in difgoft the other returned it upon the bookfel* 
ler*s hands | and it is laid that Mr« G* himfdf happened unluckily to be in 
HKihop at the lame time.) ^ 

Docsthe BiOiop comply with his own precept in the neM page ? (p. 175.) 
«'0idagelhouldienify» Ibould Ibften men*s manners, and make them mom 
^mild and gentle | bat often has the contrary effeft, hardens their hearts^ 
** and makes them more Ibar and crabbed.**«.>He is fpeaking of Dr. Johnfon. 

Have I ever ihflnuated that preferment-huntbig is the great occupation of 
an ecelcflallieatlife P (Memoin paflim) ; that a minifter*s influence and a bi« 
htpU patronage are fometimespledgis^^teven'deep? (p. 151 ) chat apre* 
bendary confiders the audit week as*the better pan of the year f (p. 127 ) or 
the moft eminent of priefts, the pope himfelf, would change their leli. 
poo, if any thing better could be offifred them? (p, 56.) Such things an 
mow than infliwund in the Bilhop*s Life, which affbydedlbOM tekU lotbt 
dmpciiy aad fim diverOoQ tothe profiue iaiiy* 
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innueremihi vtdetur fiatum tnortis efle^flatum quietis^ ft* 

98.) 

I was however encouraged by feme domeftic and 
SoKtiga teilimonies of applaufe ; and the fecond and third 
volumes uifenfibly rofe in lale iind repuution to a level 
with die firft. But the public \t feldbm wrong ; and I am 
inclined to believe that, efpecially in the beginning, they 
are more prolix andlefs entertaining than the firft : my ef- 
§om had not been relaxed by fucceft, and I had rather devU 
ated into the oppofife fault of minute and fuperfluous dili- 
gence-. On the Continent, my name and writings were 
flowly diffufed : a French tranflation of the firft volume 
had diiappointed the bookfellers of Parii ; and a paflage in 
tbe third was conftrued as a perfonal refledion on the reign- 
ing monarch *, 

Before I could apply for a feat at the general election the 
lift was already full ; but Lord North's promife was fincere^ 
his recommendation was effeflual, and I was foon chofen on 
a vacancy for the borough of Lymin^^ton, in Hampfliiie. 
In the firft ieilion of the new parliament, adminiftration 
ftood their ground; their itnai overthrow was referved for 
the fecond. The American war had once been the favoti^ 
rite of the country: the pride of England was irritated by 
the refiftance of her coloniesy and the executive power wa$ 
driven by naibnal clamour into themoft vigorous and coer- 
cive meafures. But the length of a firuidels conteft, the 
lofs of armies, the acciiniuliition of debt and taxes, ajkd 
the hoftile confederacy of France, Spain, and Holland, ia« 
diijpoled the public to the American war, and the perfona 

bjr 

• * 

• It inqr Mt be stiieralljr Imeim that iMto tb« SfaMi^ 
•nd a m4fr of Xoglilh booio. On^ pwiifinga piflly of my HilWry whicH 
iMOWtooompavliiiiitoAfcadiiiior HbDoriM» hec xp re HM Iiit wfcottnct w» 
dw PHoof of ||t#o#Oy fton ivhoni the incdlKsciicc wm coowyod 1^ inc* J[ 
iudliMilbsrdildtiiiitbtaUoaoa, iior«uiiiteBtlie lOMOtft; but (bt tkoMte 
of tbtltttKingof AincocsMiaUfurpiciMof tenyi imliMf mm^ 
todwlinthKChtcoocltidfaif oble^^ tbird fobune wm irrimu 
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hj whom it was conduced i the reprefentAtivet of the peopk^ 
followed^ ataflow diftftncci thech;ingcs of their opinion | 

and the ininiftcrs who refafcil to bend, were broken by tho 
tcmpclL As loon as Lord North had loft» or was about to 
lofei a majority in the Houfe of CommOnsi he furrcndered 
his office, and retired to a private ftation^ with the tranquil 

, aiiuiuncc of a clear conlcicucc and a cheerful temper: the 
old fabric was diflolved, and the pofis ot government were 
occupied by the victorious and veteran troops of oppofitiOik 
The lords of trade were not immediately difinifi'ed, but tho 

boaui itfelf was ab(4iOved by Mr. Buikc's bill, which de- 
cency had compelled the patriots to revive ^ and 1 was ihip« 

ped of a couvenictit Cihryh after having enjoyed it about 

three years. 

So fli xiblc is the title of my Ilif^ory, that the final ;cra 
might be fixed at my own choice ^ and X long hciitated whc* 
Iher I ihould be content with the three volumes* the fiUl o£ 
the Wedern empire^ which fulfilled my firft engagement 
\ul1i the piiMic. In this interval of fufpcncf, nearly a 
twelvemonth, 1 returned bv a natural impulfe to the Greek 
authors of anti(|Qity : I read with new pleafure the Iliad and 
die Odyfleyi the Hiftories of Herodotus^ Thucydide^, and 
Xenophon, :i large j>ui uoii of the tragic and comic theatre 
of Athene, and many iatereding dialogues of the Socratic 
fehoolk Yet in the luKury of freedom I began to wi(h for 
the daily tadci the a£live purfuit, which gave a value to 
every book, and .ui ubj..c^ to every inquuy: the pretaCv: of 
a new edition aiuiounced my delign, and 1 dropped without 
xclu&ance from the age of Plato to that of Juftinian. Tho 
original texts of Procopius and' Agathias fupplled the events 
and even the chara£^ers of hib reign : huiu l.;b jiious winter 
was devoted to the Codes, the Paiide^ and the modern 
interpreters* before I prefumed tf> form an abftraft of \hp 
civii law* My flcifl was improved by pra&ice, a\y dili- 
gence jx-rhaps was quickened by the lofs of office i .iud* 

cxccptmg tUe kit chapter, i had liiuihed the fonrth vo« 

M a , luM 
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lame before I fought a retreat on the banks of the Lenm 
Lake. 

It is not the piirpofe of this narrative to expatiate on the 

public or fecrct luflury of the times: the fchifm which fol- 
lowed the death of the Marquis of Rockingham, the ap- 
pointment of the Earl of Shelburaei^ the refignation of 
Mr. Fox, ahd his famous coalition vtrfth Lord North. But 
I may aflert, vvith feme degree of affurance, that in their 
political confiidl thofe. great antagoniiis had never felt any 
perfonal antmofity to each other, that their reeonciliation 
was eafjr and dnctre^ and that their friefhdOiip has never 
been clouded by die fhadovv of fufpicloa or jealoufy. The 
moll: violent or venal of thtir rcfpe^tive followers embraced 
this fair occafion of f evolt, but their alliance Mi command-^ 
ed a majority in the Houfe of Commons ; the peace wa^ 
cenfured, Lord Shelbiirne rcfigned, and the two liiLiuls 
knelt on the fame cuihion to take the oath of fecretary of 
ftate. From a principle of gratitude I adhered to the coa- 
lition : my vote was tonnted in the day of battle, but t 
was overlockcd in the divifton of the fpoil. 1 here were 
many claimants more deferving and importunate than myfcif ; 
the board of trade could not be reftored; and, while the lift 
of places was curtailed, the ninnber of candidates was dou- 
bled. Ail cafy difmiflion to a fecure feat at the board of 
cufton^s or excife was prom i fed on the firfl vacancy : but 
the chance was diftant and doubtful ; nor could I iblicit with 
much ardour an ignoble Servitude, which Woold have robbed 
me of the moll: valuable oi iny ftudieiis hours : at the fame 
time the tumult of London, and the attendance on parlia- 
ment, were grown more irkfome | apd, without fome addi- 
tional income, I could not long or prudently maintain the 
ftile of expence to which I was acculluintd. 

From my early acquaintance with Laufanae X had always 
cheriihed a fecret wiib, that the fchoolof my youth might 
become the retreat of my declining age. A moderate for- 
tune would fecure the blciliiigs uf cafcj Icifurc, and mdc- 

pendcQce ; 
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fendence : the country, the people, die mannerSi the laifc- 
guage, were congenial to my tafte; and I might indulge the;^ 

hope of pafHng tome years in the domeftic fociety of a friend- 
After travelling with fevcrai£ngliih*, Mr. Dey verdun was 
now fettled at home, io a pleaiaot habitation, the gift o£ 
his deceaied aunt: we had long been feparated, we ha4 
long been filenti yet in my [uil letter I expofcd, with the 
moft per^^ confidence, my fituation, my fentiments, and 
my deftgns. His immediate anfwer was ^ warm and joyful 
acceptances the jM^ure of our future )ife provoked my 
impatience ; and the terms of arrangeraent were (hort and 
iimple, as he poiTefied the property^ and I undertook the 
. expenceof our common houTef. Before I could break mf 
Englifh chain, it was incumbent on me to ftruggle with the 
feelings of my heart, the indolence of my temper, and the 
Opinion of the world, which unanimoufly condemned this 
voluntary banifhment# In the 4ij^alof myeffe^ the 
library, a ^red depofit^ was alone excepted : as my poft- 
cbaife moved o\ er Weftminfter-bridge I bid z long fare- 
wd to the -"fumum ct opes ftrepitumqj Komae." My 
joorney by the dire<^ iroad through France was not attended 
widi any accident^ and I arrived at Laufanne nearly twenty 
years after my fecond departure. Within Icfs than three 
months the coalition ftruclc on fomc hidden rocks: bad I. 
remained on board, I ihould have ^riil^ed m the genera) 
flupwreckt* 

Since my eftablifhment at Laufanne, more than feven 
years have elapfed^ and if every day has not been equally 
iiaft and ferene, not a <Uy» f^ot a moment, has occurred in 
which I have repented of my choice. During my abfence^ 
a long portion of human life, many changes had happened : . 
mjr cider ac<juain)tance had left fhe ftage i virgins were ri- 

pe4ied 

• Sr Rkhacd WoHIey» Loid Chefterfidd, Brodfirick LoidMiddletoo, and ^ 
Mf, Wtmtf brother to Sir Alinliam* 

fSec Append!^, Letters, No. CL. CLL GUI. CUIL CUV« .CLy% 
CUX. 

l$se Appendix, Utter, No.CLXXy{. 
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pencd into matrons, aji4 chadren vftere grimn fo the # 
ffumhoocL Bot the fame mannen were tranfrnttted from 
^me fsneritfOn to anochert my friend alone wat an ineftU 

inable treiifiir^" ; my name ^^ as not tor.illy forfoft'-n, and all 
t\{^re ambttious to welcome the at ri il of a ilranger and 
^ return of a fellaw<<iti2en« The Arft winter was giveo 
tt> a :;fneral embrace, wrtfiout any nice difrrimtiiatiofi ^ 
pfrfons and char^clcrs, Aft^r a more TCfiul^i fl-ttlemcnt, 
a more accurate (ufvcy, I diicovered thr^^r fnlid and perma- 
itenc benefits of my new fitiiaiion. |. My perfonal free* 
imeti had b ^ n fomewhat impaired by the Houfe of Commona 
and the Boaid of I'rade ; but I was now delivered froni the 
chain of duty and dependence^ froni the hopes and fears of 
peliticai advenfire : my fober rriind wa^ no longer intoxi* 
cated by the fumes of party, and I rejoiced in my efcape, 
as often 2S I read of the midnight debates which preceded 
the difTolution of parliaiBcnt*, 2. My Efiglifh crconomy 
bad been tfmt of a fo^)t?.rybacht!(ir, who might afford fome 
occafional dinn^n. In Switzerland I enjoyed at every mealf 
«t every hour, the free and pteafant conveHation of tbe 

friend of my yoi;th ; and my duly t iHle wa^ ;Jw:iy$ provided 
• for the reception of one or two extraordinary gueib. Our 
importance in foci^ is left a pofiijve than a relative weight: 
in London I was loft crowd; I ranked with the firft 
fanv.lifs of Laulcicn?, and ir.y Hilc of prudent cxpcnce ena- 
bled fnc tf) maintain a f*fir balance of reciprocal civilities, 
y loftead of a froail hguie between a ilreet and a ftable^ 
yard, I began to occupy a fpacious and convenient manfton, 
conricckd on the north fide with the city, and open on the 
(buth to a beautiful and bC'Undkik. horizon. A garden (tf 
four acres had been laid out )>y the ta(le of Mr* Deyverdun: 
from, the garden a ridi fcencry of meadows and vineyards 
defcends ro the Leman Lake, and the profpt^l far beyond 
tbe Lake is cruwned by the ilupendous mountains of Sa* 

ifoy. My books and my acquaintance had been firft uniie4 

o 1m Aaoci^iXa Lsitir* Hdl ^^'^ dJCKVL 
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London ; but this happy poiition of my library lu town 
and country wai finally referved for Liufiinne* Pdffefled of 
every comfort in thin triple aUiflnce, I could not be tempted 

10 change my habitation with the chan|',cs of the feafonfl. ^ 
My friends had been kindly apprchcniivc that I (hould not 
be able to exift in a Swifi town at the foot of the Alps, 
after having fo long converfed witfi the firA men of tho 
firft cities of the wu/ld. Such lofty toiTneftions may at- 
tradl the curious, and gratify tiie vain ( but 1 am too mo- 
dc{}, or too proud, to rate nty own value by that of my aA* 
fociatei } and whatToever may be the fame of learning or 
genius, expcrietKe has fhcwn mc ih.it the cheaper qualifi- 
cations of pdilenefi and good fcnfc are of more lUeful cur- 
rency in the commerce of life* By many^ converfation la 
cfteemed as a theatre or a fchoot : but| after the morning 
has been occupied by the labours of the library, I wi(h to 
unbend rather than to txcrcife my ntiiid; and in the inter- 
val between tea and Supper I am far from difdaining the tti^ 
nocent amufement of pme at cardiu Lauianne U peo- 
pled by a numerous gentry, whofc companionable fdleneft 
i$ felduin diiiurbed by the puiTuitbof avai icc ur arikblticms 
the women, though ^confined to a domcftic education, are 
endowed for the moft part with more taile and knowledge 
than their hufbandi and brother! : but the decent freedom of 

bothfexes is equally rtniote iroin ti»€ u;tUMrjc5 of fimplicity 
and refinement* I (hall add at a misfortune rather than a 
meriti that the fituation and beauty of the Payi da Vaud^ 
the long habits of the EngliAf the medical reputation of 
Pr. Tiilbtf and the iailiioii ui viewing mountaiii^ and 
GlaeitrSf have opened us on all fidc»»to the incur|i;oni of 
Jbreignerif The vifita of Mn and Madame Nec|^| of 
timcc Henry of PruHia, and of Mr. KoXi may form fcmM 

plc^Ung exceptions > but, in general, 1 >au (inn >c has appear- 
ed moft agreciihle in my cyr s when we have been abandon* 
ad to our own ibciecy. 1 had frequently icen Mr« Nectof 
in the fummer of f 784, at a country houfemr Lauiannet 
pberehf composed hia l icatifn; on the AdoniiiUiau^j) of 

the 
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the jf'inanccs, 1 have fmcc, iu Odober 1790, vifited him 
jn his prefent rerideiice> the caftle and barony of Copet^ 
near Geneva. Of the merits and meafures of that ftatef* 

man various opinions may be cntcrtaintrd j but all nnpaitial 
' men muii agree in tlieir efteem of his integrity and patrio- 
tifm. 

In the month of Auguft 1784, Prince Henry of Pniffia, 
in his way to Parts, palled three days at Laufanne. His 
military conducSl has been praifed by profellional men; his 
charader has been vilified by the Wit and malice of a d«e« 
mon*; but I was flattered by his afl&bility, and entertained 
by his convcrfation. 

-In his tour of Switzerland (September 178S) Mr. Fox 
gave me two days of free and private fociety f* He feemed 
tofeel» *and even* to envy, tfie happinefs of my fituation; 
vhilc I admired the powers of a iujH i mm man, as they arc 
blended in his attradivc chara<^er with the (bftnefs andfim* 
plicity of a child. Perhaps no human being was ever more 
perfeflly exempt from the taint of malevolence, vanity, or 
faUthood. 

My tranlinigratioa frooi London to Laufanne could not 
be efFe^ifced without interrupting the courfe of my hiftoricai 
labours. The hurry of my departure, the joy of my ar- 
rival, the delay of my tools, fulpcndcd their progrcfs ; and 
a full twelvemonth was ioU before I could rciuine the thread 
of regular and daily induttry. A number of books moft 
requifite and leaft common had been previoufly (elected s 
the aevulcinical I bu:])' of Laulanne, which 1 could ufe as 
my own, contained at leall the fathers and councils 1 and I 
liave derived fome occafional fuccour from the public col« 
legions of Berne and Geneva. The* fourth volume was 
foon terminated, by an abftradl of the controverfics of the 
Incarnation, which the learned Dr. Pridcaiix was appre-> 
henfive of expofing to profijine eyes* It had been the 
original defign of the learned Dean Prideaux to write the 

hiftory 

• Mcnioire Seci ct dc la Cour dc Berlin. 

•\ See Letter in (he ContiouatloOj OAober 1, 1788, 
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hiltory of the ruin th,e Ea^cm Church. In this work 
it would have been neceffiuy» not only to unravel all thoib 
controverfies which the Chriftiatis made about the hypofta^ 

ticai union, but alfo to uiirold all the niceties and fubtle no- 
tions which each fed entertained concerning it. The pious 
hiftorian was apprehenfive of expoiing that incpmprehenfible 
myftery to the cavils and objections of unbelievers ; and he 
diirft not, " feeing the nature of this book, venture it abroad 
in fo wanton and lewd an age*.*' 
In the fifth and fixth volumes the revolutions of the 
empire and the worid are moft rapid, variou^ and inftruc- « 
' tive ; and the Greek or Roman hiftorians are checlccci by 
the hoilile narratives of t^e barbarians of the Kail and the 

Weftf. 

It was not till after many defigns, and many trials, that 
I preferred, as I ftill prefer, the method of grouping my 
pi^ure by nations i and the feeming negle^ of chronological 
order is furely coropenfated by the fuperior merits of inte* 
reft and perfpicuity. The ftyle of the iirft volume is, in 
opinion, fomewhat crude and elaborate i in the fecond 
and third it is ripened into eafc, correilnefs, and numbers ; 
' but in the three laft I may have been feduced by the facili^ 
of my pen, and the conftant habit of fpeaking one lan- 
guage and writing another may have infufed ionic mixture 
of Gallic idioms. Happily for my eyes, I have always doled 
my ftudies with the day, and commonly with the morning; 
and a long, but temperate, labour has been accomplifhed, 
without fatigunig cither the mind or body; but when I 
CMoputed the remainder of my time and my taik, it was 
apparent that, according to the feafon of publicationi the 
delay of a month would be produftive of that of a year. 
I was now draining for the goal, and m die iaii. winter 

many 

T 

• See piciKe to the JLife of Mahomet^ p. to» ii» 

f I bive fioUowed the jodtcious precept of the Abb6 de MaUy» (Menidkv 
dTccriicrHiiloirey p. no*) who adviiet die hiAorUui not lo dwell too minoteljr 
cn the dcoij of the eaileni empiiei but lo oonfider the barbirkui cooqQerari 
jsamoRWQitfayfiilgtaofhisiianative. fVftocftctabhdkedoGCfii*! 
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many evenlngy^ were borrowed from the focial pleafares rf 
Laufanne. I could now wilh that a paufe, an interval, had 
been allowed for a ferious revifalt 

I have prefumed to mark the moment of conception : I 
fliall now comiuemorate the hour of my final deliverance. 
It was on the day, or rather nighty of the 27th of June 
^787, between the hours of eleven and twelve, that X wrote 
' the lafi lines of the lafl page, in a fumraer-houfe in my gar« 
den. After laying down my pen, I took feveral turns in a 
hirceau^ or covered walk of acacias, which commands a 
prdfped of the country, the lake, and the mountains. The 
air was temperate, the iky was ferene^ the filver orb of the 
m^n was reflc£led from the waters, and all nature was 
filcnC. I will not diflcmbic the firft emotions of joy on the 
fecovcry of my freedom, and, perhaps, the eftabiifbment of 
my fame* But my pride was foon humbled, and a fober 
melancholy was fpread over my mind, by the idea that I 
had taken an cveilafting leave of an old and agrccublc com- 
panion, and that whatfoever might be the future date of my 
Hlftory, the life of the hiftorian muft be ihort and pre- 
carious. I will add two fa6bs, which have feldom occurred 
in the compohtion of fix, or at leaft of five, quartos, i. 
My firft rough manufcript, without any intermediate copy, 
has been fcnt to the prefs. 2. Not a flieet^has been 
feen by any human eyes, excepting thofe of the author 
;in I the printer: the faults and the merits are cxclufivtly 
my own*. 

I Cannot help recoUe£Ung a much more extraordinary fad, 
which is affirmed of himfelf by Retif de la Bretormc, a vo- 
luminous and original writer of French novels. He labour- 

cd, 

f Extra& firtm Mr. GipioM*i CmmM'plM So^k, 

The IVth Volume of tiK Hit". 

toryofthc Dec Ire and fall >begua March aySl— ended June 1784. 

cf :l>e Roman tmpirc, 3 ' 
The Vth Voiume, - . bcf;im July 1784— rndcd May irt, 1786. 
The V kh Volume, - - bt-gun M<iy i3th, 1786— cndtc! june2-th, 1787. 

Thefe tlire • volumes wtrc ftni to piets Au^uil 12&7« *n<l tlie >wi¥)l^ 

Ifi^iHoa was conciuded iipnl Mowing. 
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(mI, iind may ftill labour, in the fattmble office of corre£lor to 

a priiuin^^-houfe; but this office enabled him to tranfport 
an entire volume from his mind to the prefs ; and his work 
mt given to the public without ever haying been written 
il^th a pen. 

After a quiet refidencc of four years, during which I 
had never moved ten miles from Laufanne, it was not 
without fome reiu^bmce and terror that I undertoolci in a 
journey of two hundred leagues, to crofs the mountains 
and the fea. Yet this formidable adventure was atchievcd- 
without danger or fatigue j and at the end of a fortnight 
I found myfelf in Lord SheiEeld's houfe and library, fafe^ 
happy, and at home. The character of my friend (Mr. 
ilolroyd) had recommended him to a feat in parliament 
for Coventryi the command of n regiment of light dra- 
goons^ and an Iriih peerage. The fenfe am) fpirit of his 
political writings have decided the public opinion on the 
great qucflions of oijr f:ommercial intcreft ^^ith America 
and Ireland*. 

The fale of his Qbfervations on the Amerituin States was 
difFufive, ^eir eflfed beneficial; the Navigation A^ the 

palladium of Britain, was defended, and per! laps favcd, by 
his pen ^ and he proves, b/ weight of fact and argu* 
ment, that the mother^country may furviv e and flouriih 
after the lofs of America. My friend has i tever cultivated 
the art^ of compofition ; but his matcritils ;ire cu|wou6 and 
corred, and he leaves on his paper the clcaj* imprel&on of 
an a£^ive and vigorous mind. His ^ Obfet*yations on the 
<^ Trade, Manufa<S)^ures, and prefent Sta te of Ireland," 
were intended to guide the induftry, to ccirre£t the preju- 
dices, and to aiTuage the pailions of a countr y which feemed 
to forget that (he could be free and profpi srous only by a 
friendly connexion widi Great Britain. The condnding 
obfervations arc written -widi io much eafe and fpirit, that 

they 

• OMomtioni on thft Oomimffot ef ito AnMckiii Stetf JqIib l<«d- 
AcaiUttlis6thididiBo»lMite9irt4,ias^ ^ < . 

• • ■ 4 » k • 
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ttiey may be read by thole who are the leait intereiled in thq 

He fel} (in 1784) with the unpopular coalidon ; but his 

merit has been acknowledged at the lall: general cleflion, 
1790, by the honourable invitation and free choice of the 
city of firiftd^ During th« whole time of my refidence 
in England I was entertained at Sheffield-Place and in 
Dovvnnr^-Strect by his hofpitable kindnefs ; and the moft 
plcafant period was that which I palled in the domeftic fo- 
ciety of the family. In the larger circle of the metropolis I 
Merved the country and the inhabitants with the know- 
lt:dgc, and vv'.hout the prejudices, of an Englifhman ; but 
I rejoiced in the apparent increafe of )vealth and profperity^ 
which might be fairly divide^ between the fpirit of the na- 
tion and the wifdom of the mintiler. All party-refentment 

was now loll; in oblivion ; fmcc i was no man's rival, no 
man was my enemy* I felt the dignity of independence^ 
and as I a(ked no morty I was fatisfied with the general ci- 
vilities of the world. The houfe in London which I fre- 
quented with moil plealaie and alliduity was that of Lord 
North. After the lofs of power and of fight, he was lliil 

' bappy in himfelf and his friends; and my public tribute of 
gratitude and efteem could no longer be fufpecSlied of any 
interclk'd motive. Before my departure from England, I 
was prefent at the auguft fpc<^de of Mr. Hallings's trial 
in Weibninfter Hail. It is not my province to abfolve or 
condemn the Governor of India; but Mr. Sheridan's elo* 
quence demanded my applaufe ; nor could 1 hear without 
emotion the perfonal compliment \yhich he paid me lu the 
preicnce of the Britiih nation*. 

From this difpby of genius, which blazed four fucceffive 
days, I fliall ftoop to a very mechanical circumftance. As 

' I was waiting in the manager's box, I had the curiofity to 

inquire 

* He faid the fads that made up the volume of narrative were unparalleled 
in atrociou(hefs, and that nothing equal in criminality was to be traced, either 
an ancient or modern hiHory, in the cocie^ periods a£ Tacittisor Che himifWHt » 
|iase of Gibbon* Mfnrni CkmutU^ Jmit 14* I7t9. 
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inquire the fliort-hand writer, how many words a ready 

and rap i J orator might pronounce in an hour? From 7000 
to 7500 was his anfwer* The medium of jaoo will afford 
iflto words in a minutei and two words in each fecond. But 
this computation will only apply to the Engliih language^ 

As the pubiicaiiun ui' my liiicc Infl voliuucs was the pi in- 
cipl objc£t} fo it was the iirit care of my Englilh journey. 
The previous arrangements with the booicfeJler and'the prm^ 
ter were fettled in my pafTage through London, and the 
proofs, which I icLurncd more correct, wti\ ti aniinittcd 
every poii from the prefs to ShcfHeid^Place* The length of 
the operation, and the leifure of the country, allowed fome 
time to review my mannfcript. Several rare and ufeful 

books, tin: Aflfifes dc JeMilalciii, R unufius dc licUu C. P'"', 
the Greek Acts of the b/nod of 1 lorencc, the Staiuta Ur- 
bis Rom«, &c. were procured, and introduced in their pro- 
per places the fupplemeats which they afForded. The im-» 
prcffion ©f the fourth volume had confiimed three months. 
Our common intercfl required that wc ihould.move with 
a quicker pace^ and Mr* Strahan fulfilled his engagement^ 
which few printers could fuftain, of delivering every week 
three tho'vil iinl copies of nine Ihccts. l^hc day of publica- 
tion was, however, delayed^ that it might coincide with the 
fifty-firft anniverlarytof my own birth-day; the double fefti« 
val was celebrated by a cheerful literary dinner at Mr. Ca« 
dell*s lioufc ; .uid I fecmcd tu bhiHi while they read an ele- 
gant compliment from Mr. Hayky% whofe poetical ta- 
lents 

• 

• OCCASIONAL STANZAS, Mr. HAVttv, rtdd Mftif tU 
Di/mer st Mr. Caoill**,' M^^ 8, t78S| htlng th Day tfiJ^ Pahfka* 
Hmrftkt tint La/t V^hmn •/ Mr. Gibbon*! SSfwyf mud ik Sktkm 
dm,. 

" Genii of Engl ANP, 'and of Rome ! ' 
In mutual triumph here ailuinc 

"i'lir honors each may claim ! 
This fecial fccnc vvah liiiilcs furvcy ! 
And confccratc the fcft.vc day 

To Fhendiiu^ and to i- ante ! 
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lents^ad more than once been employed in the praifc of hiS 
friend. Before Mr. Hayley infcribed with my name his 
epiftles on hiftory, I was not acquainted with that amiable 

man ami ck^axit poet. He attei waids thanked me in verfe 

for 

Enough, by Dci*>latIon's tide^ • 
With an<U!fh, and in ii.3;n.%nt pridcf 

Ha-^ Rome bcw clM tate ; 
And moui tvd that Time, m Havoc's hoVf 
D«iac*d each mo.iumem, ot power 

To fpeak iter triUj jgKaX, i 

O'er maimM Polybics, jmi and £age» 
O'er Livy*s mutilated page. 

How deep was l .c: regret ! 
TouchM by this Queen, in ruin grand. 
See ! Glory, by an Englifli hand, 

N<m pays a mighty debt i 

Ia! facied to the Romah Namet 

And raisM, like ReMs*s inunortal Finie» 

By Genius and by ToO, 
The fplendid Wofk ii crownM lo-dift 
Oa which ObUfion ne*er lhall prey^ 

Nor Envy make her fpoill . 

Btio&Ait»t ezuU ! and inaw net no«r 
IPRth jeahmi glanoe each natkm^t hnm^ 
Where Iiift*iy*t pahn has l^ceid I 
Vln every path of libenl art. 
Thy Sons to pcime diftinOiott (bitt 
Andiio fnpcrior dread. 

# 

Science for Thee a NawTOif fais*d; 
For thy renown a Shakespsaks blaa*d9 

Lord of the drama's fphere ! 
In different fields to equal praife 
See Hi(l*ry now thy GIBBOK raife 

To ihine without a peer! ^ 

tajrer to honor iivirs^ worth. 
And bltfs to-day the double birth, 

Tliat proudcit joy may claim. 
Let artlefs Tnith this honuge p^^ 
And conlecrace tlie feftive day 

To Fiicttdlhip and to Fame! 
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fcr my fecond and third volumes* 5 and in the fummcr of 
178I} the Roman Eagle f (a proud tide) accepted the invU 

tatioa 

V 

• SONNET f9 EDWARD GIBBONt d<|« 

. WITH proud delipht th' impfrial founder gai^d . 

On tlic new beauty of his fecond Rome* ' 
When on his eager eye rich temples hl.iz'd, 

And Ills fair city rofe in youthful bloom i 
A pride more noble may thy heart afTume, 

O CiBKON ! gazing on thy growing work. 
In which, conftruftcd for a happier doom. 

No harty marks of vain ambition lurk : 
Thou may'ft dcrld? hotli Time's de(hu6>ivc (v/MJ, 

And haft r Fnvy'g beauty-nr'.nj^iini; di;k ; 
Thy gorgeous fabric, plannM wiili wift- delay, 

Shall balflc foc& nx>re favage than the Turk i* 
As ages multiply, its fame fhn!! rife, 
• And cartl) muil pcrith ere its fpiendor dies. 



t jS CAftO t^lNTlTATION f Mt, GIBBON «t BrigktUl^lkut vftiU 

AN BoglUh fpartfWy pert and fret. 
Who chirpt beneath his native tree. 
Hearing the Roman eagle's near« 
And IteUng more refped than fear, 
ThttSf with united love and awe, 
Invitee him to hit (hed ol ftraw. 

Tho* he is but a twittering .fparrow. 
The Aeld he hops in ^ther nafrow. 
When nobler plumes txsmSt his view 
He ewr pays them homage due. 
He looks with reverential wonder 
On 1dm, . whofe talons bear the thunder | 
Nor could the Jackdawt 'e*er inveigle 
His voice to vilify the eaglet 
• Tho* iflliing (rem the holy tow*rs. 

In which they buiM their warmeft faowVs, 
Their Ibve reign*s haunt they flyly fearch, 
In hopes to catch him on his pcrcb» 
(For Pindar Ikys, befide his GcSi' ' 



Tho thundcrobeanof bird ^iB nodj] 

•"■fit- < • 
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tadon of the Englifli Spkrrow, who durped ia the grorty 

of Eartham, near Chicheften As moft of the fbrmer pur-> 

chafers were naturally derirous of complrriii:^ their fcts, 
the iaie of the quarto edition was quick and ealy i and an 
o^vo fise was printed, to fatisfy at a cheaper rate the 
public demand. The conclufion of my work was gene* 
rally read, and varioufly judged. The ftyic has been cx- 
pofed to much academical criticifm ; a religious clamour 
was revived, and the reproach of indecency has been loudly 
echoed by the rigid cenfors of morals* I never could 
underfland the clamour ihat has been raifcd againft the in- 
decency ot my three laft volumes. I. An equal degree of 
freedom in the former part, efpecially in the firft volume 
had pafled without reproach. 2. I am juftified in painting 
the manners of th^- tniics i the vices of Theodora fonn an 
eflcntiai feature m the reign and character of Juftinian^ 
3. My Engliih text is chafte, and all licentious paflages 
are left in the obicurity of a learned language. Laim 
dans fes mots brave rhonnuae, fays the correct Boileau, in a 
country and idiom more fcrupuious than our own. Yet, 
Upon the whole, the Hiftory of the Decline and Fall 
leems to have ftnick root, both at home and abroad, and 

ma)r, perhaps, a hundred years htiice flill continue to 

be abufed. I am iefs flattered by Mr. Porfon's high enco- 
mium 

Tlun, peeping round his fllll retreat^ 
They pick from underneath his feet ' 
Some ntoltcd feather he Itu fall, 
And fwcar he cannot fly at all. 

Lord of the flcy '. wliofc jx>unce can tear 
Thcfc croakers, that infcft the air, 
Trufl him ? the (parrow loves to fing 
The praife of thy Imperial wing ? 
He tliinki thou it deem him, on hit word. 

» 

An honeft, though familiar hird { 
And liOjj' , tliou foon wilt condefi^end 
i o look upon thy Itttle friend i 
That he may boaft around his grOve 
A vi0t from the bird of Jove. 
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mium on the ftyle and fpirit of my hiftory, than I am fa-* 
tisfied with his honourable teilitnony to my attention, dili^- 
geace^ andaocaracyj tbofe humble virtues, which religious 
seal had moft audacioufly denied. Tht fweAnefs of bis 
praife is tempered by a reasonable mixture of acid*. As 
the book may not be common in England, I ftiall tran- 
icribe my own charader from the Bibliocbeca Hiftorica of 
^MeufelittSf, a learned and laborious .German. Summis 
^* aevi noftri hiftoricis Gibbonus fine dubio adiiumerandus 
eft. Inter capttolii ruinas ftans primum hujus operis 
Icribcndi conltlium cepit« Florentii&mos vitas annos col* 
^ ligeiido et laborando eidem impendit. Enatum inde mo* 
^ numentum ^re pereunius, licet pailim :Lppj.reant iiiiiftre 
«diaa, minus perfe^ta, veritati noa fatis confentanea. Vi* 
^demus quidem ubique fere ftudium fcrutandi verita* 

* temque feribendi maximum : tamen fine Tillemontio 
*duce ubi fcilicet hujus hiftoria finitur faspius nofter titu- 
^bat atque hallucinatur. Quod vcl maxime iit, ubi de 
" rebus Ecdefiafticts vel de juris pnidentia Romani (tom. 
^ iv.) tcadlt^ et in aliis loeis^ Attamen liaevi bujus ge- 
^neris baud impediunt quo minus operis fummam et 
^ «jjs9yfl^*«» praeclare difpoiitam, deledhim rerum fapientiffi- 

mum, argutum quoque interdum, didionemque feu fty* 
^ Imn biftorico aeque ac philoibpbo digntffimum, et vix a 
^ quoque alio Anglo, Humio ac Robertiono baud exceptii 
( prartptum ? ) vehementur laudemus, atque faeculo noftro 
de hujuiinodi hiftoria gratulemur • • • « • Gibbonus adver* 
*^ iarios cum in turn extra patriam nadus eft, quia propagai* 
^ tionem religionis Cbriftianae, non, ut vulgo, fieri folet, 

• aut more Theologorum, fed ut Hiftoricum et Philofophum 
^ decet, cxpofuerat.** 

The French, Italian, and German tranilations bave been 
executed with various fuccefs i but, inftead of patronizing, 
I (hould willingly fupprels lach imperfecSb copies, which 
injure the charader, whUe they propagate the name of the 

VoIm L • . N author. 

' -t Sec Ittt pn&ee$ pace st. |s« . f V^i* ir. p«t t. page 34». 344^ 
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jiufhor. The firft volume had been feebly, th6ug^ fiutfa« 
fuiiy, tranilatcd into French by Le Clerc dc Sept- 
chenes, a^ong gentleman of a fiudious cbarafiter and 
liberal fortune. After hit decease the w«rk was coBCtnued 
by two manufadurcrs of Paris, M. M. Defmunicrs and 
Cantwcll: but the former is now an adtive member in the 
national aflembly, and the undertaking languifhcs in the 
hands of his aflbciate» The fuperior merit of the inter- 
preter, or his language, inclines me to prefer the Itaitan 
vci lion : but I wifh that it were in my power to read 
the Germani which is praifed by the beil judges. The 
Irtih pirates are at once my friends and my enemies. 
But I cannot be difpleafed with the two numerous and 
corrc-61 ImprefTjoMs which have been publifticd for the 
ufe of the continent at fiafil in Switzerland*. The 
conquefts of our language and literature are not con* 
fined to Europe alone, and a writer who fucceeds in Lcmw 
don, is Ipccdiiy icud uu ihc haiint uf the Dclaw^iie and the 
Ganges, 

In the prefiice of the fourth voliimei while I gloried 
in the name of an Engllfhman, I announced my ap{Mroach« 

ing return to the neighbourhood of the Lake of Lau- 
fanne. This laii: trial conhrmed my aflurance that 1 had 
wifely chofen for my own happtnefs } nor did I once^ in 
ft year*s viftt, entertain a wifli of fettling in my native 
country. Britain is the free and fortunate ifland i but 
where is the fpot in which I could unite the comforts and 
beauties of my e^ahliChmcnt at Lau£uiael The tumuh 
of London aftoniflied my eyes and ears i the amufements 
of public places were no lon^t r adequate to the troiAle; 
the clubs and aficmblics were filled with new faces and 
young men ; nnd our beft fociety, our long and kre din- 
ners^ would iboo have been prejudicial to my health* 

Without 

• Of ihelrfcurtf en o£J«vo volume:, ttjc two Lift snchji^e the v '-.nlv 1 cd , c-f the 
' rPtCf • Tbtpuhi c importunity had forced to reinovt ftiuit itom t it t:..: . j 
fbevoLume to ihe, bouom oi Uu; p^^c , but i bavc ui&cu rcpeiiuct ol ai§ com^ 

4 
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Wicbdtir any Am in tht j^ttical whtel, t muft be idle uA 
iofi^ilficanc t ftt the moft fjrfenM ttliipfetioti^ would not 

hive enticed me to engage a fccond time in the fcrvitude rf 
parliament or o£ce* At Tunbridge, fome weeks after 
the pBbKcatnm cf my Hiiloryi i itliiidftfitiy quitted- Lori 
and Lady Shefteld, and, with a y^Rg SwiTs friend*, whom 
I had introduced to the £nglifh world, I purftied the road 
at Dover and Laufanne* My habitation was embeilifhed in 
my abfence, and the laft divifion of books, which followed 
my fteps, increaied my chofen library to the number of 
between fix and fcvcn thoufand volumes. My feraglio 
was ample, my choice was free, my appetite was keen. 
After a full repaft on Horner^ and Ariilophanes, I involved 
myfelf in the philosophic maze of the writings of Plato^ 
of which the dramatic is, perhaps, more interdltng than 
the argumentative part: but I itepped afide into every 
path of inquiry whiah reading or reAedion accidentally 
opened* 

Alas I the joy of my return, and my ftudlous ardoui^ 

were foon damped by the melancholy ftate of niy friend 
Mr* Dcyverdun, His health and fpirits had long friftered 
a gradual decline, a fuoeeifion of apopledic fits announced 
Ilia dilTolution i and before he expired, thofe who loved 
btm could not wiili for the continuance of his life. The 
voice of rcafoa might congratulate his deliveran(^, but the 
icdiogs of nature and friendfliip could be fubdued only 
by time : his amiable charaAer was ftiU alive in my ro» 
mcinbiaiicei each room, each walk, was imprinted with 
our conunon foolfteps ; and 1 (hould blufh at my own phi- 
Mbphy» if a long interval of ftudy had not preceded and 
followed the death of my friend By his laft will he left 
to lue the option of purchafing his Houfe and garden, or 
ot poflcffing them during my life, on the payment either 
if a ftipulated pricci or ^f an eafy retributioa to his kinfn* 

N 2 mail 
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mi^i and i w^ir. 1 ihpuld probably have been tempted by iho 
dsmon of property, if fome legal difficulties had not been 
ftarted againft my title : a conteft would hare been vexi^ 
tious, doubtful, and invidious ; and the heir mod gratc- 
fuWy fubfcribed an agreement, which rendered my lifc- 
•podeiSofi more perfe^ and hts future oondition more 
advantageous. Yet I had often revolved the judickms lines, 
in which Pope fUifweis the objec,Uui|s q( long-fighted 
fiieod ; 

4 

t 

Pity |o build without or child or wife; , 
Why, you'll enjoy it only all your life : 
Well, if the ufe be 'mine, does it concern one. 

Whether die luuie belong to Pope or Vernon? 

The ccrtaiaiy of my trnurc has allowed me to lay out 2^ 
confulerable fum in improvements and alterations : they 
have been executed with (kill and tafte ; and few men of 
letters, perhaps, in Europe, are fo deiirably lodged as my* 
fclf. But I feel, and with the decline of years I (hall 
more painfully feci, that I am alone in paradife. Among 
the circle of my acquaintance at Laufanne, I have gra- 
dually acquired the foiid and tender friendfhip of a re- 
fpe<5lable family*: the four pcrfons of whom it iscompofed 
are all czulowed with the virtues belt adapted to their age 
and fituationi and I am encouraged to love the parents 
as a brother, and the children as- a father. Every da^ 
we feek and Itnd the opportunities of meeting : yet even 
this valuable connection cannot fuppiy tlie loi'a of domeftic 
fociety. 

Within the laft two or three years our tranquillity hag 
been clouded by the diforders of France: many families at 

Laufatmc wiTc alarnicd and afFe£^ed by the terrors of an im- 
pending bankruptcy j but the revolution, or rather the diiTo- 
iution of the kingdom has been heard and felt in the adjacent 
lands. 

I beg 

• The tjkimly ofde Severr* 
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t beg leave to fubfcribe my aflent to Mr. Burke's creed 
bn the revelutioii of Frtnee. I admire his eloquence, I ap- 
prove his politics, I adore his chivalry, and I can almoft 
excufc his reverence for church eilabiiihments. I have 
(boietimet thought of writing a dialogue of the dead^ in 
ilrhtth Liictan, Erafmus^ and Voltaire ifaould mutually ic« 

knowledge the danger of txpofing an old fuperftlcion to the 
contempt oH the blind and fanatic multitude. 

A fwarm of ehnigrantt of bbth fexet^ who efcaped from 
the public ruin» has been attnded by the vicinity, the 
manners, and the language of Laiifannc ; and our luirrow 
habitations in town and country are now occupied by the 
firft names and titles ol the departed monarchy. Thefe 
tioble fugitives are entitled to jbur pity ; they may claim our 
efteem, but they cannot, in their prefent ftate of mind and 
fortune, much contribute to our amufement. Inflead of 
looking down as calm and idle fpcdators on the theatre of 
Eufope, our domeftic harmony is fomewhat embittered by 
the infufion of party fpirit : our ladies and gentlemen aiTume 
the charadlcr of fclf-taught politicians; and the fober dic- 
tates of wifdom and experience are filenced by the clamour 
of the triumphant dmocratis* The fonatic miffionaries of 
Mtion have icattered the ieeds of diicontent in our cities 
and villages, which had flouiiflied above two hundred and 
£ity years without fearing the approach of war, or feeling 
the weight of government. Many individuals^ and fome 
communities, appear to be ihfefled with the Gallic phrenzy, 
the wild theories of equal and boundlefs freedom ; but 1 truit 
that the body of the people will be faithful to their fovereiga 
lid to themfelvcs ; and I am iatisfied that the failure or fuc- 
fiA of a revolt would equally terminate in the ruin of the 
jDountry. While the ariftocracy of Bern protcdls the happi- 
Jieis, it is fuperHuous to enquire whether it be founded in 
Ae rightS9 of man : the oeoonomy of the ftate is liberaljy 
fupplied without the aid of taxes ^ and the magiftrates nu^ 
leign with prudence and equity, fince they are unarmed in 
the roidft of an armed nation* 

The 
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The revcQue of fierh, excepting fome fmaU dutiesi, it 
imrei ffom church hndh titk^h rt^tt, and iitt«* 
fvft of «H>nef. The ftpuhlic h«i aoarly 500,000). fterling 

in the Eiiglifh funds, and the amount of their treafure is 
uolmoifn to the ciiia&en» themfelm. For inyiclf (may th^ 
omen bo averted) I cao only deciacei that th« &x(k ftroko of 
t rebel drtuo woidd be the figail of my unmediate dcpa(«> 

ture. 

' When I contemplate the coounon lot of inorulity» 1 
mft acknowledge that I have dnrarn a high pri^e in tho 
lottery of lift. The far gne^er part of the globe it over^- 

fprcad with burbarifm or flavcry : in the tivili/.cil world, 
the moit numerous clafs it coadeinped to ignorance ajod po* 
verty; and the double fortune .of my birth in a free ond 
onlightaned country, in an hoiKvurable and wealthy family, 
is the lucky chance of an unit ^gainfl: millions* The gene- 
ral probability is about three to one, thi^ a new-born uv- 
^t will not live to complete hit fiftieth year \ I. have now 
paflU that age, and UMy fairly eftima^e the prcfent value of 
my exiftcnce in th^ three-fold divifipn of miod, bod)^ and 
eiiate. 

I* The firftand indifpen(abl<i requiftle of happin^t it a 
dear confcieoce« unfullied by the letfroaeh or rememhraooi 

of an unworthy a6iion. 

' ■ Hic inurus ahencus cfto, 

Nil confcire fibi, nulla pallefcere culpa* 

I am endowed with a cheerful temper, a moderate fenfibi* 
lity, and a natural difpofitton to repofe rather than to aAi* 
vtty : fome mifchievout appetitet and habits have perhapa 

been cui iccLCil by philofophy or time. The love vi' iludy, 
a paiEon which derives frefb vigour from enjoyment^ fup|» 
pliet each day, each hour, with a perpetual fource of tndo^ 

pendeni 

. * 8%i Ivfl^ Suppkiacat t THUIoiiCBiciiielle* icaik vU. pigt tst^iHi^ 
of a fivvii niiffllMr of ntw-bem inftnii, en« htU$ by the fault of oatora or 
flwiv i« txtlagoUM bcfero the ift of puktrty aad iiaibii««*A mdMicMF 
tfalcttlidoo ! 




^ - V .iU 
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Tct imborri 
cf princes J i- 
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Tim fftfan ii a liiitiiifwea^ thepAitsi 

4bf My /i^^' be my kft: bat the laws of pro 
fo true in general, (o fallacious in particular, ftiH 
iboiit hima ]riartt« 1 ftall Iboo coltr into tkt ^ 




* til tht irA of anlltBt «riiiod«ni roduactt (Tooi J6aa^ tUt^ 
timent, thii of teicy» it ci^ed by the genius of FkUiog.^ 
' bright lovf «f iMMi ftc. fill my ravirhrd fiuncy with the hopes o£ 
* «!•• ytt to oome. Forrtvl mt dm Ibmc tender mii^ «Me c- ;ir. 

< i« yrt unliom, hereafter, wbm^- under the fiditiom nunc of So; 

< rmdt the real worth whid) once cxiiled in my Charlotte* fluA fioo 1 i 
« pttlwtic btrart fend fnrth the heaving figh. Do thoo tetch rmnm^ 
» (brefe* H«t ♦<> mi. v, nav even to feed on hitme prtife. OotfrfLrt r u 
« fAlfmn i^ft'uiancc, that, when the little parlour in wkidi 1 6i a: chj«\ 

' lhail l>e mlucH to » wo. le tumlfhcri bc.\ , I Jhall be read w-th hacv?' 
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lie fitibihi to write t note or letter) he coeapletdxanrallff 
ed in hit mind what be ineent to exprefs. He purfued the 

iiinic method in rcfpe^ to Other coippodtion ; and he occa- 
iionaily would walk feveral tunes about his apartment bcfoie 
hehad rounded a fieriod to his tafta He hat pleaiantly re* 
ttiarked to ine^ tet it fotnetimei coft him many a turn be« 
fere he could throw a fentiment into a form that gratified 
his own criticifm. J^li^ l) ftematic habit of arrarT^cment in 
point of ftyle» afllfled, in his mibncc^ by aiiexceUent mcm 
mofyandcorre&judgmentf ismoch tobe letommendedeo 
Ihole who afpire to any peHedion in writing. 

Although the Mcmuifs cxLviiJ beyond the time of Mr. 
Gibbon's return to Laufannei I (hall infert a few Letters, 
written immediately after his arrival theiei and combine 
Aem ib fiur as to tndude even the laft note which he wrote 
a few days previoufly to his deadk Some of them contain 
few incidents ; but they connc£^ and carry on the account 

cither of his opuiioas or of his employment. 
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J-ETTflRS 

%DW4B,Ii GIBBON, Efq. 

I 

I 

TO TKa 

flight Hon. LORD SHEFFIELD. 



LavsannEi July 30, 27SS.-»Wedncfdayy 3 o'doclu 

X HAVi but a moment to fay> before tbe departure of the 

poft, that after a very pleafant journey I arrived here about 
half an hour ago ; that I am as well arranged, as if I had 
neve I ftiired from this place; and that dimier on the table 
at juft announced, (every I dropt at hit ^untry-houfe 
about two leagues off. I faluted the family, who dine 
with me the day after to-inoi row, and return to town for 
lomc days> I hope weeks, on my account. The fon is aa 
amiable and grateful youths and even this journey has 
taught me to know and to love him ftill better. My fatls* 
faftion would complete, had I not found a fad and ferious 
alteration in poor Deyverdun : hut thus our joys are chc- 
-quered I I embrace all ; and at this moment feel the laft 
pang of our parting at Tonbridge* Convey this letter or 
information, without delay, from Sheffield-Place to Bath- 
In a few days 1 ibali write more amply to both places. 



Aftbk 



190 L£TT£Ka FROM MR. GIBBON 

After fuch an acl of vigor ns my &ril letter, compofed, 
iinifliecly and difpatched within half an hour after my landing, • 
while the dinner was fmoaking on the table, your know- 
ledge of the Liinmal muft have taught you to expe6l a pro- 
portionable degree of relaxation ; and you will be fatished 
to hear, that, for many Wcdnefdays and Saturdays, I have 
confumed more time than would have fufficed for the epiflrle, 
in dcvifing reafons for procraitiaating it to the next poft. 
At this very moment I begin fo very late, as I am jud going 
todrefs, and dine in the country, that I can take only the 
benefit of the date, Odober the firft, and muft be content 
%o feal and fend my letter next Saturday; 

Odober the 4tb. 

Saturday Is now arrived, and I much doubt whether I 
ihall have time to fini(b. I arofe, as ufual, about fcvcni^ 
kiit U 1 knew I ffaould hav^ fo much time, you know it 
woid^ have been ridiculous to begin any thing befom break- 
fufl. When I returned from my brcakfaA-room to the li* 
brary, unluckily! found on the table feme new and intcrefl- 
ing books, which inftantly caught my attention ; and witlw 
put injuring my correspondent, I could iafely beflow a fin** 
gle hour to gratify my carfofity. Some things which I 
louiid in them infenfibly led me to other bor>Icfi, and otf;cr 
enquiries ; the morning has ftokn away, and 1 ihali be Soon 
fummoned to dreis and dine with the two Severys, father 
and fon, who are returned from the country on a difagreea- 
bleenand, an illneis of Madame, from which iLc is huwe- 
vo: recovering. Such is the faithful picture of my mind 
And manners, and from a ilngle day di/c0 $mnes. After hav. 
ingbeen Co long chained to the oar, in a fplendid galley in- 
deed, 1 freely and fairly enjoy my liberty as I promifed in 
pay preface i range without controul over the wide e^panfe 

of 
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TO LORl> SHEFriELS, %p 

«f mylibcaiy; converfe, i% my haej prompts me, with 
poett and biftomns, phUcfophars and orators, of every age 

and language ; and often indulge my meditations in the in- 
vention and ariangi^ment of mighty works^ which i ihail 
probably never find time or iq>[^c»tton to eacectitew Mf 
garden, berf eaii, and pavilion often varied the fcene of my 
f^inUes ; the beautiful weather which we have enjoyed exhi^ ^ 
Jarated my fpirits, and I again tailed the wifdom and happi- 
sieisof -my retirement, till that happinefs was interrupted by 
H very ferious calamity, which took from me for above 4 
fertnight all thoughts of ftudy, of amufement, and even of 
correfpondence. I mentioned in my firft letter the uneafi* 
nefs I felt at poor Dey verdun's declining health, how much 
ihepkatftiic of my life was embittered by the fight of a fuft 
Bering and languid friend. The joy of mar meeting ap* 
peared at firft to revive him ; and, though not fatisfied, I 
b^an to think, at ieaft to hope, that he was every day 
fining ground $ when, alas I one morning I was fuddenly 
recalled from my ber9eau to the houfe, with the dreadful ia» 
teliigence of an apople£lic ftroke; I found him fenfUeft: 
the befl affiftance v<ras inftantly coile6led j and he had the 
aid of the genius and experience of Mr. TiiTot, and of the 
affiduous care of another phyfician, who for fome time 
fcarcely quitted hts bedfide either night or day. While I 
was in momentary dread of a rclapfe, with a confeffion 
firom his phyri(;ians that fuch a relapfe mui\ be fatal, you 
will fieel that I was much more to he pitied than my friend, 
At length, art or nacvre triumphed over the enemy of lifo» 
I was foon aflured that all immediate danger was pafl : and 
now for many days I have had the fatisfa£lion of feeing him 
fecover, ' though by flow degrees, his health and i^rengtb, 
fiiefleepand appetite. He now walks about the gaideo, 
and receives his particular friends, but has not yet gone 
abroad. His future health will depend very much upon his 
own prudence : but, at all events, this has been a very fe- 
fious warning ; and the flighteft indifpofition will hereafter 
^^^[ua^c a yery formidable afpeci But let us turn from this 

melaite 

•■■ ■■■■■■jv 
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jnelaiicholy fubjedt — The Man of the People eicaped fioai 
the tumia^ the bloody tumult of the Weftminfter eleaton» 
to die lakes and mountains of Switzerland, and I was in- 
formed that he was arrived at the Lyon d'Or. I fcnta com- 
pitmenti heaiifwered it in peribn, and fettled at my houfe 
for the renuunder of the day. I have eat and drank, and 
converied and (at up all night with Fox in England \ but it 
never has happened, perhaps it never can happen again, that 
I ihould enjoy him as I did that day, alone, from ten in the 
morning till ten at night. ?oor Dey verdun, before his acr 
rident, wanted fpirits to appear^ and has regretted it fince. 
Our converfation never flagged a moment ; and he feemed 
thoroughly pleafcd with the place and with his company. 
We had little politics i though he gave me, in a few words, 
fuch a €hara£ier of Pitt, as one great man fliould give of 
another his rival : mud) pf books, from my own, on which 
he flattered me very plcafantly, to Homer and the Arabian 
Nights : much about the country, my garden (which he 
underftands ^r better than I do), and, upon the whole, I 
think he envies me, and would do fo were he minifter. 
The next morning I gave him a guide to walk him ..bLut 
the town and country, and mvited fome company to meet 
him at dinner. The following day he continued his journey 
to Bern and Zurich, and I have heard of bim by various 
meanjf. The people gaze on him as a prodigy, but he fhews 
little inclination to converle with them, ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦. Our 
friend Douglas has been curious, attentive, agreeable ; and 
in every place where be has refided fome days, be has left 
acquaintance who efteem and regret him : I never knew ib 
/ clear and general an impreffion. * 

After this long letter I have yet many things to fay, 
though none of any preffing conlequence* I hope you are 
not idle in the deliverance of Beriton, though the late events 
iind edicts in France begin to reconcile me to the pof- 
feflion of dirty acre?. What think you of Neckcr and 
the States Generales \ Are not the public expedations too 

(anguine } 
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TO LbltD SJiEFFIEI/D. 19J 

languine ? Adieu. I will write foon to my .lady fepaialely) 
tlKKigh I'have not any particular fubje^fc for her ear. Ever 
yours. 

Lavsanms, Nov. 2g, 1788. 

As I have no correfpondents but yourfelf, I ihould have 
been reduced to the ftale and ftoptd communicatioDS of the 
newfpapers, if you had not difpatched me an excellent 

(ketch of the extraordinary ftate of things. In fo new a 
€:afe the falus populi muft be the Rrft law ; and any extraordi- 
lury a^ of the two remaining branches of the legiflature 
muft'be excufed by neceffity, and ratified by general con«*^ 
fenr. 

♦ * *. . Tili things are fettled, I expedk a regular 
journal. 

From kingdoms I defeend to farms. • • * « • 

Adieu. 



LAVtiMiTBy Dec. I3» tjSS. 

♦ ♦* »♦♦*»*«♦*. Of public' 
affairs I can only hear with curiofity and wonder: care- 
lefft as you may think me, I feel myfdf deeply inte« 
refted. You muft now write often; make Mifs Firth 

copy any curious fragments; and ftir up any oF my well- 
iniornrsed acquamtance, fiatt, Douglas, Adam, periiaps 
Lord Loughborough, to correfpond with me ; I wiU ^ 
fwer them. 

Wt are now cold and gay at Laufanne. The Severys 
came to town ycfierday. 1 i'aw a good deal of Lords Malmf- 
bury and Beaucbamp^ and their Mies ; Ellis, of the Rol- 
liad, was with them} I like him much: I gave them a 
dinner. 

Adieu for the prcfent* Deyverdun is not worfe. 

Vol. L O Before 



Digitized by Google 



BefokE your letter, which I received yefterday, I wa» 

in the anxious fuuation of a king, who hourly exp»cds a 
couiier from his general, with the news of a clccifive en- 
gugeamL I hs^ abftained.from writiog, for fear of drop* 
ptof a wordy or betraying a ^ling, which might render 
you too cautious or too bold* On the femout Sth of April, 
between twelve and two, I rcflc£tcd that the bufind- v.i.s 
determined i and each fucccediug day I computed the fpecdy 
approach of ypitr mdlcngery with favourable or mdan- 
chc^ tidings. Wheo I broke the feal, I expeAed to reaii. 
What a damned unlucky fellow you arc f Nothini; tole- 
* lable was g^cred, and I indignantly withdrew the elbte." 
I did fememhcr the fate of poor Lenborough, and I was 
afraid of jrour magnanimityy 5cc It it whimiical enough 
hut it is human nature, that I now begin to think of the 
deep-rooted foundations of land, and the airy fabric of the 
lunds. 1 not only confent^ but even wiib, to have eight or 
ten thouiond pounds op a good mortgage. The pipe of 
inne yoo fent to me was lei«ed, and woold have been con* 
fifcated, if the government of Bcrnc h:: i not treated me 
WJth the moll Battering and diilinguiihcd civility: they not 
only reieafed the wine, but they paid out of their own pocket 
the ihares to which the bailiff and the informer were entitled 
by hw. I fhoald not forget that the bailiff refufed to accept of 
his part. Poor Dcyverdun's conftitution is quite broken j 
he has had two or direc attacks, not fo violent as the Erfl ^ 
every time the door is haftily opened, I expe^ to bear of 
Ibme &tal accident : the heft or worft hopes of the phyfi* 
cians arc only that he may linger fome time longer ; btit, if 
he hves till the fummcr, they propoie fending him to kra% 
mineral waters at Aix^ in Savoy* You will be glad to hear 
that I am now aflttred of polleffing, during my life, this 
delightful houf'j and giucicii. The net has been lately exe- 
cuted m the bef^ form, and the handfomeft manner. I 
fcomr ADC what to &y of your mirades at home : we rejoice 
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TO LOUD SHLfi^lELD. 1$/ 

hk the Icing's rtcovery^ aiM^ its miniflertal con(SU|ue]ice$ | 

and I cannot be infenfible to the hope, at leaft the chancci 
of foetiig in tnts country a fkft lord of trade, or fecretary 
war* lA your anfwcr, which I fliall impattendy expedly 
yott* wiJi give « me* »- full and true aocount of jour defigns, 
wkkh'-byitltts tinw mud have dropt, or be determined ae* 
leai^^ for the prefent T^ear. If you come, it is hieh time 
that wc ihouid iooic out for a houfe— a taik much iefs eafy* ' 
tbaA.yoamay^poffiblf inwgiRew Amohg new4xK>k8| I re^^, 
ooflMnond-'to^ you the Couftt de MiraheauV great work)- 
** Sur la Monarchic Pruffienne it is in your own way^- 
and gives a very- juft and connplete idea- of that wonder^ul 
machine. His ^ Covrefpondeace SooFetCt" is. diaktlicaUy' ' 
food. Adliu^ £var yours* 

LAVtAMifx» June i3> 1789* 

You are in truth a wife, a£livc, indetati^Mblc, and incf- 
timable friend^ aoA.a^.op;: vi;;tu2S are often cojui^ftcd, with . 
oiM* ^|ts, if ypH, vittp, nocp tame apd i>%ii)i| 79M^^oul4/, 
^*PPI*W^<^ We ap4:.YaJ#e* A very. iQlfK>p;t^n( aj>fl, 
difficul t traijfrdlioft fceiBS to be nearly term i^iafe^ withifu^r- 
ccfs and mutual f^tisfatSlion : we feem to rui> l^efore th^.' 
wind mth a profp^rou^ g^aie ; and» unlefs we ili'ould Htj^f^^ 
(bme iecret rocks which I do not forefeei fhalJy on or 
before the 31ft July, enter the harbour of Content; though 
I cannot puriue the metaphjr by adding we fhall iandy 
ijDCe our operatioA 4&of a^ vci:y oppoiiu; tendency. I could 
aot'caiiiy tegpve wfitii'i^' Glutting you* upJara daric rami 
iriti^. paidnieiitfr aodr attprmesi did I no^ roflsd^' that d|f8 . 
probably is the lad nuitenal trouble that- you willievcC' have- 
oa my accouitf j and that after the labours and delays of- 
twenty years^ ihaU at laft. amiu what X: have aliwa|cav 
iig|jhad.£br| .a.«lia^ afutoompettatano^nsoy above^n^^wa9a% 
aad' equal to my wUhes.- In- this oontemplattoB you w9l 
be fufEciently rewarded. I hope will be content 

with mjt t^^decdsy toi- i cannot- furnilh ^aQOttKBSiAMd. . 

O 2 . 
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LETTERS F{lOM MR. GIB^N 

of parchment. Mrs. Gibbon's jointure is fecured on thd 
Benton eftftte, and her legal confent is fc<|Utfitie hr the 
file. Again and again I muft repeat mj hope that Ae i» 
perfectly iatisfied) and cfiat the dofe of her life may not be 
embittered by fui'picion, or loar, or difcontcnt. What new 
fe^urity does (be prekr,— -the funds, the mortgage, or yoiu 
land? At all events (he mulb be made eafy* I wrote to 
her again fome time ago, and begged that if (he were too 

weak to write, flic would define Mrs. Gould or Mrs. Hol- 

rpyd to give me a line concernn^ her flate ol health* To 

this no aniWer $ I am afraid flie is diifdeafed* 

. Now for the difpofid of die money: I J4>prove of the 

8000I. mortgage on Beriton ; and honour your prudence in 

not (hewing, by the companfon of the rent and intereft, 

how foolifh it is to purchafe land. 

* «»«««e«»eeeeeee 

There is a 

chance of my drawing a confiderablc fum into this coun- 
try, for an arrangement which you yourfeif mull approve, 
but which I have not time to explain at prefent. For the 
Dike' of difpatching, by this evening's poft, an ai^wet to 
your letter which arrived this morning, I confine myfelf ta 
the needful^ but in the courle of a few days X will fend a 
more £imiltar epiftle* Adieu* £ver yours» 

• » 

Poor Deyverduh IS no mere!- he expired Saturday the 

4th inftant: and in his unfortunate lituation, death could 
only be viewed by himfislf, and by his friends^ in the light 
of a coniummation devoudy to be wiflied* Since Septem- 
ber he has had a docen apopledic ftrokcs^ more or lefcr 
violent : in the intervals between them his ftrength gra- 
dually decayed j every principle of life was exhaufted i and 
had he conttnued to dcag a miferable exiftenc% he mufl 
probably have fiirviVed the loft of his feculties. Of all 
mMafortunes this wa$ what he himfdf moft apprehended: 

but 
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but his rcafon was clear and calm to the laft ; he beheld hii 
approaching diflbJution with the lirmnefs of a philofophen 
1 hincied that time and reflexion had prepared me for the 
event) <mt the habits of thrce-and-thirty years fricndfliip 
•re not fo eafrly broken. The firft days, and more cfpcci- 
ajly the hrd nights, were indeed painful* Laft Wednefday 
und Saturday it woiild not h^ve beeif In my power to write. 
I muft now recotlc6l myfelf, fince it 19 neceiTary for me not 
only to impart the newsj iiut to jfk your < j)injon in a very 
lerious and doubtful quell ion, which muil be decided with- 
omt lofa of time. I (hall date the fatSls, but aa 1 am on the 
Ipo^ and at tftyr lights may oocufi I do not promife implicit 
obedience. 

Had my poor friend died without a will, a fcinalc firjt 
CouiiQ fettled ibme where in the north of Germany, and 
whom I believe be bad never feen, would have been hii 
lieir at law. In the next degree he )iad fevend coufms ; 

and one of thcfe, an old coinpanion, by name M. de IVIon* 
tagny, he has cholcn for his heir. As this houie and gar- 
4ien ym the beft and cieareft part of poor Deyverdun't for* 
tunei as there la a heavy duty or fine (what they call /mEt^ 
on every change of property out of the legal defcent ; as 
Montagny haii a Tmali cilatc and a larG:e family, it was ne- 
pc^ry to make ibme proviiion in his favour. The will 
therefore leaves me the option of enjoying this phKe during 
pay Itfoi on paying the Aim of (I reckon in EngliA 

money) at j)rc'ic'nt, and an aiinunl rent oi 30].; or elfe, of 
purchafing the houfe and garden for a fum which, including 
the datyi will amount to 2500I. If I value the rent of 
30I. at twelve years purchafe, I may acquire my enjoyment 
for lifo at about the rate of 600L1 and the remaining 1900I. 
will be the diflbrence between that tenure and ablnlute per- 
petual property. As you have never accufed me of too 
much seal for the intereft of poftertty, you will eafily guefa 
whkh kite at lirft preponderated. I deeply Mt the advan- 
tage of acquiring, for tiic fnialler fum, every po/Hble enjoy- 
|llt9(it| as loAg as I myieU ihouid be capable oi enjoying : I 

rejc£ted| 
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rejc^led, with fcoriii iStie idea of giving 1900]. (or idnd 
pofthumous property i and 1 dccnrxl it ot little inoinent 
whofe luune, after my deacli, (hnuld be ini'cribed oa my houfc 
gardon at LauTaniie. How often did I reptat to nyidf 
the philoibphical lines of Pope, which kem to determine tho 
qucHion; 

'Pray Heaven, cries S^ift, tt laft as you go on \ 

I wifh to God this houlc had been your own. 
Pity to build without or fon or wife: 
Whj^ you-ll «njoy it mfy all pur life. 
Wetl, if the ufe be mine, does it concern ofVe, 
Whether the name belong to Pope or Vernon ? 

In this flate of fclf-fatisfa^ion I was not muchdifturbcd 
by all my real or nominal friends, who exhort mc to prcicr 
the right of purchaif : amon^ fuch friends, fome are caideifs 
and fome arc ignorant $ >and the judgment of choliB, who mm 
able and wiJKng to form an opinion, i& okcnim^ hy fome 
felfifh or ffH ijffcclioii, by lome viliblcor iimhhlc mtcrcft. 
i)Ut my «wa rcHetliioiis have gradually and forcibly dnrm 
me from my £rft propeafity i and thefe reAcdions I will nam 
paoceed to enumerate : 

1. I can make this -pb\ chafe with cafe and prudence. As 
I have had the plcafure of mt hearing from you very lately, 
I iiattcr 4nyfelf that you advance on a ctipet mad, and ite 
^moft'by the ffeceipt of ^tbis letter (July jiib) she aeaes <«f 
^eriton will kc ttanimuted into (hcteen thoufand pounds : if 
ihe payment be aoi ablolutcly cojnplcted by that day, 
^ili tkot feruplo, 1 fuppofc, d«pofitirig the*a6ool«at Gofling'Si 
40 meet my draught* ^Should be beiiiase, I can diiiie Dar* 
fel 10 lell fumHtm f^^ffiHt 6f my 'Aiort' annuities. As f<imi 
as the new fettlement of my aH'aub ii made, I fhal! hr able, 
4ftcr dedudtlflig <this Aim» to iq^^ e^pcucc to my 
^ome, 4cc« 

a. On matuse aanfideration, I am perhaps Itfs lilMli>an4 

Jefs phibfophioal than I appear at firft fight . indeed, were 
jj^ mt fo, it y^ouid mow be in my power 00 (uro my ^oruinc 

into 
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Fnto life-annuities, and let the Devil take the hindmoll:. 
} ^feel) (perhaps it is foolKb,) but I fed tkat this little 
fumiiit wjii :fkak me ftiU mm iviita k is nMUMf^ 

^prbvisimnc of «ie or braatys by the pi^e€t that, tfttr 
tny departure, it will be enjoyed by lome perron of my 
<mn choice. I (amadmsB rcHe^ \iritH pieafurc that my 
widttg^ iM fumve «ie: and tte 'idiftlt at Itirf^ «• iMrito 
' and ditoietTcaL 

5- '^^^ ^^'^ Montagny, is an old accjuaintance. 

My fiCuatioa of a life-holder is gather new and ilagttlar in 
tbis oMiiftiy; tlie 4aw8 have mat -piovkied A>r Biaay aiaa 
tcifeft ttvhkh may arift betwtiaii the laaAord and lanaiits 
4!cmt I can foresee, others hav% been fitggefted, many 
•aiOTt I might fed when it would be too late. His 
^'ightof property migitt plague aad confine me; he miglic 
qfbrbid njr IdidiAg toalriekid» lal^ myiconMI^ dMCk, 
4iiy improrements, call fisr ^tfuriiwa) npiirs, Stc But 
if f {)urchafe, I walk on my own terrace fierce and ere6^, 

die im nai^r of o«c of th& mok daUcious ^ots on tiie 

ShoaM I levar aiigrata bomeMid^ (yoa-toa^ \mt §tA 

an nvcnt is ids impr€^di>Ie than I couid have thoughc it 
two yeans «go^) this place would be diiputed by ^rpo^eia 
md nativat. 

Weigh tbdh laafiMiB, aod fcai joa arftbout datqr « » 
<ional explicit opinion, to wbkb I lhall pay fiicfa regard as 

the nature of circumftances will allow. But, alas ! when 
^ ia dccermined, i fhaii po^s this houfe, by whatfoever 
4nnire^ without Iriaiidfliip or 4iml^ fociety. IdkijMlt 
" 4BUfme, fix yem agOy Aat a pian lof life 4b eoqgciiudl to 
^y wifhes, woulJ fo fpecdily vanifli. I caooot Wfke upon 
any other Aibje^ Adieu, .your's ever, 

SiAVf A«a»» Audi 17^. 

After receiving and difpatching the power of attorney, 
4aft Wednddayt I opened, with iome palpitatioiii the unex- 
• I . . , pede4 
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ptBM mBre which arrived this morning. The penilal of 

the contents fpoiled my bieakfaft-. They are difagrceablc 
in tiiemfelvesy alarming in their coofequences, and pcculi- 
afljr unpMant at the prefeat momeot) when 1 hoped to 
liave formed and iecured the arrangements o£ my future 
• life, I do not perfectly underlland wliai arc thefe deed* 
- ivhich are To inBexibly required j the wills and marriage* 
.^lemen^ I have fuficientLy anfwered. But yoi|r argu- 
ments do not convince and I have .very little hope 
from the Lenborough fearch? What will be the event?' If 
his objections are only the refult of legal fcrupulofity, furely 
thfiy might be removed, and every chink might be fUled, 
•by a gerieral bond of indemnity^ in which I boldly vQi you 
. to join, as it will be a fubftantial important iSt of. friend- 
ibip, without any poflible rifk to yourfelf or your fuccedbrs. 
{Should he flili remain obdurate, I mull btlicve what I al- 
ready (ufpe^, that **** repents of his purchafci a^ wilbes 
ttf elude the conduiioo. Our cafe 4vould be then hopelefi, 
ibi omnis effufus labor y and the eft ate would be returned on 
our hands with the taint ot a bad title. The rcfuial of 
mortgage does not pleafe me^ but fuiely our offer (hewa 
.lone cdnfidehce in the goodnefs of my title. If he wiU not 
take eight thouiand pounds at f9itr pit r/wf. we muft look 
out elfeuhcre; new doubts and delays will arifc, uid [ aj|i 
perfuaded that yQu will not place aa implicit coiUidence in 
any attorney, I know nbt as yet yoiir opinion about my 
Laufanne purchafe. If you are againft tt> the prefent pofi^* 
tion of affairs gives you great advantage, tivc. <Scc. The 
Scverys are all well j an uncommon circumltance for the 
four perfons of the family at once. They are now 9X Mex» 
a country-houfe fix miles from hence, which I vifit to-^ 
morrow for two or three days. They often come to town, 
and w€ (ball contrive to paU a part of the autumn togtthei' 
at Rollc. I want to change the iccne^ and beautiful as 
the garden and pro(pedl muft appear to every eye, I fec\ 
that the (late of my own mind cafts a gloom over them ; 
. every cvciy waiit, every bencii, rccals the memory af 

thofe 
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i^ofe hours, of thofe converfations, which will return no 
more. But I tear myfelf from the fubje£^. I could not help 
writing tp-day, though I do not ^nd I have fai4 any thing 
very m^tcriaL * yoo muft he ^pn^cious |hat you htofe < 
agitated me, you will not poftpone any agreeahle, or C¥«n 
/Jei/JIve intelligence. I almoft iKfiLatc, whether I (hall run 
over to i:«ngiand, to conluk with you on the fpo^ and to 
fly from poor I>eyiwrd«{i.'8 ibade^ which meets m^ at every 
pam, I did not exp.e^ to have fdt his lofs lb iharply, B|it 
fix hundred miles J Why are we fo far off? 

Once more, Wh^t is the difficulty of the title? Will 
men of jfenCe^ in a fen£hk country, never get rid of the 
tyranny of lawyers i more pppreffive and rid^qiiloiits than 
even the old yoke of the clergy. Is not a tenp of feventy 
pr eighty years, nearly twenty in my own pcrfon, fufficient 
to prove pur legal poiTefTion ? Will noj; tinp records of iines 
and recoveries atteft that / am treie from any bar of entailii 
and lettlementft ? Confult ibme (age of die law, whether 

their prefent demand be ncceilary and legal. If your ground 
he £rm» ibrce them to execute the agreement or forfeit the 
depofit fiut if, as I much fear, they have a right, and a 
wifli> to elude the confommation, would it not he better to 
releafe them at once, than to be bung up for five years, as 
in the cafe of Lovegrovc, which coft me in the end four or 
five thouiand pounds ? You are bold, you are wife ; coiIt 
fult, refolve, a£^. In my penultimate letter I dropped a 
Itraiige hint^ thaf« migration homeward was not irppoilible. 
I knew not what to fay ; my mind is all afloat j vet you will 
not reproach me livith capricf or ioconftanpy. How many 
years did you damn my icheme of retiring to Lau(anne ! I 
ocecuted that plan ; I found as much bapplnels as is com- 
patible with human nature, and during four years (1783— 
^787) I never breathed a figh of repentance. On my re- 
turn from England the icene was changed : I found only a 
&int lembiance of Deyverduo, and that femhlance was ; 
each day fading from my fight. I have palled an anxious 
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year, but my nnxkiy is now at an end, and the prdfpe^t 
before mc is a indmcholy foiitude. I am ftill deeply rooted 
in diistibitntry | poffeffion of this pmdife, the friend- 
Mpof the Sevetysi <ii iMde tff (oektf fuited to my tMe^ 
and ll»e-etiormou8 trouble and f9*pfnee of a migration. Yf!t 
in England (when the prefcnt cloudb are difpclled) 1 could 
Ibrm a very conifortabk eiUblifltiiient in LondoiH dr rattor 
«l $ and I ba^e a very noble cemitty-feat at tUsnk ttn 
miles freni l£a(V GnvAead tn Sulfex*. That (ptit Is 
i .' inc ihan the rcll of the three kine^dom? ; and I have 
fometimes wondered how two men, fo oppohte m their 
tempers lind pQpfoivs, Ihoold have imbibed fo kmg «iid iivelf 
a propenfity fur eMb «ther. Sir ^fltBUiier Pbnen k jyft de«4 
He has ksft Ms Vfnd0W nvith a moddNtepenfion, and two 
children, my neareft relations : the eidcfi-, Charlotte, is 
about Lottifiak'6 age, and alio a moil amiabb icniibie yout^ 
creature. I have ccRKeived a romam ie Idea of tdncaMig 
and aidbpting her ; «s we deleendvnlo tiieivttle «f years Mr 
iulirniit'es require feme domcftic fcrrKile fociety : Ch;^.rlsittc 
would be the cnmlort of my age, and I could reward her 
eai^ and tenderness with a decent fortune. A tkouiandidtf*' 
Ccutties oppofe the ejeecution of pfaii^ wMcb I iMMre 
never opened but to you ; yet it woald be iHs mnpra^ioAle 
in England than iu Switzcrhind. Adieu. 1 am wounded} 
pour fooie oil imo my wounds ; yet Lam leiii iiahappy fime 
I have thrown my mind upon paper* 
. Are you not Mased at the French revohifloiif Tktf 
have the pouer, will they h^vc rhc n.odciaiioii, to citabliih 
a good conditutton ? AdieU| eyei yours. 

VViTiiiN an hour after the reception of your lad, I drew 
my pen for the pttrpofe of a n^y^ and my exordium ran m 
the following words: ^'I find by experience, that it h 

mudi nior'j lauoiia], as well *ib t^i^^ to aiii wcr a Ictr .r of 

" real 

» 
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real kilkeifs by the retwm of the tjofti" This important 
truth i$ again veriJaed by my owii<«3Mi[\fic. After trnting 
three jMges I im oakd hf ft vrty ritiofial motive, 
ml the poft ikyorled befbre J could TetMm to die «oneIitfton. 

A fccond delay icc^ottred by fome decent pierijacc. 
Three weeks have flipped away, and I now force ^tlyfclf on 
atafk, which I (hoM have difpafiched without an efhrt on 
llie firft luftimoiis. My only eatcuie is, ahot i hari Nttle to 
write about EngHih Bvitnois, and tint Icould write nothing 
definitive about my Swi(i> kft.iifS. ^And iirltj -as Ariftotl^ 
ia^sot the fir (I, 

• d WIS indeed in.lo# (firi^ w^di l^bit MMt you fo 
juftly fttle my diihad letter^ but I do aflbf« youy that my 
own feelings coiitribuited much *nore to (ink me, than any 
events or terrors relative to the 41e of Beriton. But I 
again htlftwcld^t^nik^ iniK q>illle, that, 

tt. -My SwHs tilirifiidKon hsa Mkmi e»gmt 4iltefad<9n. 

1 fliall lujt become the proprii tor of my houfe and garden at 
Laufanue, and 1 rclinquiih the phantom with more regret 
itoi you floukktdfily imagine. But I4iave been determined 
bys ^dHibuUy, which vt &tfk lappeaiped «of little memeitt^ 
but v l.ich has gradually (welled to an alarming magnitude, 
^here ia4i4aw in this country, as well as in fome provinces 
«C Fvanee^ which is ^led»^ iilh«i^ ^ fvlii^'/, krHf^kUg^ 
nag^rty (Lard jLotlgbboiobgfa milft «faiwe beavd of it,) by 
«v>h(€h the relations of the decestfed m 'entUled to Tedecm « 
JiGUte ot eftateat the price for which it has been fold; and 
as the film iixed (by poor J>eyverdaa is much below its 
ksMm a enowdiof cempetiibrs avetegidning to ftart, 
Whe liftft opinibnS'(^r'lhey are ditFided) arean my-lkvoiir, 
that i am not fubje<Sl to^e droit de retrahy fincc I take not 
jsia'pttfGha(er, hut as a legatee. -But the words of the will 
Mibmelvbat ambiguous, theevent«f law is always uncer- 
tain, iHe^aKminiftranon of juftiee at Sera (die laft appeal) ^ 
depends too n^uch on favour and intrigue ; and -it ie very 
doubtful wheihei ^ could jreven «o the Itk-holding, after 

having 
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baving thokn aiid loft the property, Thcfe confidcration^ 
engaged me open a ncgociation with Mr, de Montagny,' 
through the medtmnQf myiriendjUiejucfge^ andasJiemoft 
aidemly inriibes lo keep tbe lioufe, he confented, though 
with ibfpe relu^lance, to my propolais. Ycfterday he fign- 
cd a covenant in the moft regular and binding form, by 
'lirhich he allows my power of transferring my tnterefi) in** 
tcrprets the moft ample fen(e my right of making alfiera^p 
tionsy and exprefsly renounces all claim, at landlord) of 
yifiting or Jiifpcdii)g ihi- prcmiics. I have projniicd to lend 
him twelve thoufand livres, (between fevcnand eight bun* 
died poundsi) fecnrcd on the houfe and land^ The mort*- 
gage is lopr times its value i the intertft of four pounds' 
fer cent, wjW be annually difcharged by the rent of thirty 
guineas. So that I am now tranquil on that fcore for the 
f eni^ipdcf pf my days* i hope that time will gradually re* 
conciie me to the place which I have inhabited with my 
poor friend $ for in Ipite of the of London, I am ftill 
perfuaded that no other place is fo well adapted tomy tafic 
^d habits of ftudious and focial life. 

^ar from delighting in the whirl of a metropolis^ my ody 
pompisdfit againft Laulimne is the great number of ftnmgeff| 
9lway^ of Engliih, and now of French, by whom we arc 
inieik'd in fummer. Yet we have efcaped the damned great 
on^St the Count d'Artois, the PolignacS) &c. who flip by 
us tq Turin, ^ff\m % fcene is Fnmce I While tbe aiem- 
bly is voting abilraA propofitions, Rarisis an independent 
republic ; the provinces have neither authority nor freedom, 
and poor Necker declares that credit is no morei and that 
the people refofe ID pay taxes. Yetl think you mull be lie* 
duoed by the abolition of tithes. If Eden goes to Paris you 
may z fomc curious information. Give mc fome account 
of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas. Do they live with Lord North I 
I hope they do. When will parliament be diiiialvcd I Aro 
yon ftiil Covej^try-msd I I embrace my Lady^ tbe fpright- 
ly Marh^ and the fmiling Louifs. Alas I alas t you will 
pever come,tu;^wiuti lsuic|' A^^u^ cvjpr yonrs, 

Alas I 
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Lauiamns^ Sept. »5th« 

Alas 1 what perils do enYiron 

The man who meddles with cold iron« 

* ' 

Alas I what delays and difficulties do attend the man 

who meddles with legal and landed bufinefs ! Yet it it be 
only to diiappoinc your expedtation, I am not fo very ner- 
vous at this new provoking obftacle. i had totaUjr forgot- 
ten the deed in queftion, which was contrived in the h|A 
year of my father's life, to tie his hands and regulate the dif- 
urdcr of his affairs i and which might have been fo eafily 
cancelled by Sir Sunier, who had not the finallcft intereit in 
it» either for himfelf or his family. The amicable fui^ 
which is now become neceflary, mufl, I think, be ihort 
and unambiguous, yet I cannot help di ending the crotchets, 
chat lurlc under the chancellor's great wigi audy at all 
events* I foreiee fome additional deky and expence. The 
golden pill of the two thoufiuid eight hundred pounds has • 
foothed my difcontent ; and jf it be fafely lodged with the 
Goilings, I agree with you, in conlidering it as an unequi- 
vocal pledge of a £ur and willing purcha(^r. It is indeed 
diiefly in that lig^ I now rejoice in fo large It depofit, which 
is no longer necefTary in its full extent. You are appriied 
.by my laft letter that i have reduced myfclf to the life-en- 
|oyment of the houie and garden* And, in fpite of my 
fiBeliags, I am every day more convinced that I have cholen 
the fafer fide. I believe my caufe to have been good, but 
it was doubtful. Law in this country is not fo expenfive as 
in £n^and| but it is more troubielbme j 1 rouft have gone 
to Bern, have foUcited my judges in perfon ; a vile cuftom 1 
the event was uncertain ; and during at leail two yearS| I 
fliouia have been n\ a flatc of fufpenfe and anxiety ; till the 
coodufion of which it would have been madncfs to have 
ittempced any alteration or improvement. According to 
my prefent arrangement I ihall want no more than eleven 
hundred pounds of the two thoufand, and I fuppofe you will 

dire6fc ' 
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(iire6k Gofling to Liy out the remainder in Indu bonds, that 
it may not lie quite dead, while I am accountable to ^ ^ * * 

for the intcr^ft. The elderly lldy in a mkMit) who tn« 
formed mc Huit YpffkHiire ii ft rtgifterioounty, it a certain 

judge, one Sir William liUckllonr, whofc name you inay 
pofHbly have heard. After ftating the danger of purchafers 
aiid creditor*) with regard to the title of eftates on whtdi 
they hiy out or lend their money, he thui conclnues: *^ln 
«« S<^thnd every a£l and event regarding the tranfmifflon 
of property is regularly entered ou record j and fame of 
our own |>rovincial divifions^ particularly thr cxtmded 
^ county of York;, and the populous county of MiddlefejCy 
^ have prevailed with the legil^ture to ere^ (hch regiilert 
*• in their rcfpcH^^ive df^ridts," (Blackftonc's Commcjita- 
lies, voK ii. p. edition of ij]^ in quarto.) If I nm 
miilakeny it ii in pretty good company i but I fui)>e^ chat 
we are all right, and that the regifter is confined to one or 
two ridinps. As we have, alas ! two or three months be- 
fere us, I (houid hope that your prudent fagncity will di^ 
cpver fome found land, in cafe you ftouM not have time to 
arrange, another mortgage. I now write in a harfy, as I 
amjuft fetdngout for Rolle, where I (hall be fettled widt ' 
cook .iiid rcrvniits in a plcafant aparuiicnt, till the middle of 
November* 1 he 4ievcrys have a houfe there, where tbey 
pift the autumn* I am not (brry to vary the fcene for a few 
weeks, and I wifli to be abfent while fome alterations aro 

making in niy houfc at Laufanne. I wifti the chant^e of air 
maybe of fcrvicc to »>cvery the father, but wc do not at all 
like his prefent ftate of health. How completely, tht^ 
how completely I could I now lodge you : but your firm 

refolvc of makint; me a viiit fccms to have vanifhcd like a 
dream. Next luinmer you will not find five hundred pounds 
for a rational friendly expedition ; and fhould parliament be 
diflblved, you will perhaps ffnd five thoufand for ■ i ' * 
I cannot think of it with patience. Pray take ferious ftre- 
nuous mcafuics for icnciing me.a pipe of excellent Madeira 

in 
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in Qftik, with ieme do^eBS of Maliii% Madein. It (hould 

bc^Configncd to Mcilis. Roiiibcrg Voituriers at Oftend, and 
I rnuil luve tim^y. DOticc of its march. Wc have ib much 
to 6ji aboiK ¥mi$^», tiiH I foH^ m QsM ocvtt jbjrany « 
thing. Vm 9fmffff 1$ Mw Ja a Am <if diflblmiQB. Adm. 



LausanK£» December 151 i7Sy« . 

Yov hfldro. oitoft mfen to aocufe oiy ftrange fUcnoft and 
iM^^fA ia tlia:inoft imporcaot of mvii ikfiairs^; for I will 

prefuqiic to a/Tort, that in a bufinefsof yours of e<^uai confe- 
^qenoo, you ihuuld nof. ik^ ma cold or carelcfs. fi ut ou the 
pBifflat oocafioR my fil^m it, pei|ia|»6> tho higbeft coon^ 
plMKiit I em paid yom Ydy r^mmhcr th» anfwepof 
PIdip of Maoedott! ^PMKp ntaf ileap^ wliile lie knam 

^that Farmenio is awake.'* I expelled, and, to fay the 
truth, 1 wi(had that myi ^umcmol would have decided and 
a^ad^ without- expeAiiig my dilatory aafwei^ and. ia. hia 
ifmfton- 1 flMmld haYrac«)uiefeed wMi tmplidt ooniideiioe. 

But linceyou will have my opinion, kt ub toniidcr the ptc« 
f«^t ^atc of my affairs. In the courfe of nay iite I ha¥% 

oAeii iMioii% and (meiimct the- dMMdtf gtaiofr 
momtf, hm-l mm- iod myfelf involved. in tk mote fi np da r 

difljcfs:, thcdi^iculty of placing tt> and if it contioueftinMch. 
longer, I Oiali almoil wiih for my land again. 

1 porfefUy a^rce with- youy that it is* bad mamjwum ta 
|iii9hafe'ijithef«Mb wbcii tbcy dasiel^ yMd iimif potiiide 

% 

^ • * * ♦ *. Sume of this money I 
Oanpiiaeeikfcly, by means of my ba^itxr^ herc^ andlihall 
poibi^ whafelii|ifea)mye defisod, a eaomand C|f«a% whkii 
Leaono^aboie to my ppejydioe^ itnce Ihsive it in my poivaat 
to fuppJy wilh my pen any oxtraordinary or fanciful mduU 
gence of cxpencc^ And fo much, miich indeed, (or pecuf- 
siary msmm* What would you have me iay. ofi ikt afi^ 
liicaol EranoeJ We are too neai^ and« toa romoCr> fie 
form an lecttrate judgment ofi that wonderful, ioeocw The 
ahuks ol^ €OUi( and goucrmnent caikU^aiondt for. reform 

mation* 
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mttion i and it has happened, as it will always happetv 

that an innocent wcil-difpofed Pnnce has paicl the foikic of 
the iins of hts predec(;iiors j of the ambrtion of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, of the pro^iion of Lewis the Fifteenth* The 
French natipn had a glorious opportunity) but they baVe 
abufed> and may lofe their advantages. If they had been 
content \viih a liberal tranflation of our fyftem, if they had 
refpe£ted the prerogatives of the crown, and the privileges 
of the nobles^ they might have railed a folid £ibric od the 
only true foundation, the natural ariilocracy of a great 
country. How different is the proipedt ! Their King 
brought a captive to Pari% after his palace had been ftained 
with the blood of his guaords^ the nobles In exiles the 
dergy plundered in a way which ftrf kes at the root of all 
property ; the capital an independent republic ; the union 
of the provinces diiTolved*; the flames of difcord kindled by 
the worft of men ; (in that light I coniider Mirabeau ;) 
and die honefteft of the aflembly» afet of wild vifiooaries, 
(tike oor Dr* Price/) who gravely debatey and dream about 

the eftablifhmcnt of a pure and perfe£l democracy of five- 
and-twenty millions, the virtues of the golden age, and the 
primitive rights and equality of manktndt which would 
lead, fn fair veafootng,' to an equal partition of lands and 
money. How many years muft clapfc before France can 
recover any vigour, or rcfume her ftation an^ong the Powers 
of Europe I As yet, there is no fymptom of a great man, 
a Richlieu or a Cromwell, arifing, either to reftore the mo- 
narchy, or to kad the commonwealth. The weight of 
Paris, more deeply er.gai;ed in the funds than <7//the reft of 
the kingdom, will long delay a bankruptcy ; and if it (bould 
happen, it will be, both in the cauie and the efied, a mea- 
fure of weaknefs, rather than of ftrength. You fend me 
to Chambt^rry, to fee a Pniicc and an Archbilhop. Alas f 
we have exiles enough here, with the Marihal de Caftries 
and ^ Duke de Guignes at their head ; and this inundation 
of ftrangers, which ufed to be coofincd to the finnnier, will 
now'ilagnate all the winder* The only ones whom I have 

. ii:ea 



Digitized by Google 



rO X-ORD SHEFFIELD. 109 

fcen with pleafure are Air. Mounier, the late prefident of 
the national aflbmbly) and the Count de Lally ; they have 
boih dined with me. Mouniei^ who is a ferious dry poli* 
tidan^ is returned to Danphine. Lally is an amiable man 
of Hie world, and a poet: he pafles the winter here. You 
know how much I prefer a quiet fcle^l fouecy to a crowd 
of names and titles, and that I always feek converlation with 
a view to amufement rather than information. What happy 
coantries are England and Switserland^ if they know and 
prefervc their happinefs. 

I have a thouCand things to Ciy to my Lady, Maria, and 
LouKa, but I can add only a ihort poftfcript about the Ma- 
deira. Good Madeira is now become eflential to my healdi 
and reputation. May your hogfhead prove as good as the 
laft; may it not be intercepted by the rebels or the Aut» 
trians. What a iicene again in chat country 1 Happy 
En^aodl Happy Switzerland ! I again repeat, adieu. 

LAtffAHKS, jfaoitary ayth, 1790; 

Your two laftepiftles, of the 7th and nth inilant, were 
fomewhat delayed on the road 1 they arrived within two days 
of each other, the Uft this morning (the Zjth) ; IbthatI 
anfwer by the firft, or at leaft by the fecond poft. Upon 
the whole, your French method, though fometimcs more 
rapid, appears to me k(s fare and fteady than the old Ger« 
iway, &c. &€• * * ^ • 0 



But enough of this. A new and brighter prorpe6l feems to 
be breaking upon us, and few events of that kmd have ever 
ll^ven me more pleafure than your fucce&fui negpciation and 
• • • •'s fiitisfii^ry anfwer. The a-reement is, iodao^ 
equally convenient for both parties : no time or expence will 
be wafted in fcrutinizing the title of the eflate ^ the intereil 
will be iiecured by the claufe of Ave ptr cent, and I lament 
with you, thai m Iirgq: fuaa than eight thouland pounds 
Vat. LP can 
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can be placed on Beriton> without aiking (what might be 

fomewhat impudent) a collateral fecurity, &c. Sec. * ^ 
« «.•» « • • « 

But I wiih you to choofe and execute one or the other of 

thefe arrnntrnnciits with i'.ige difcretion and ;ibri>lute power. 
I (horten my IctitTj that 1 may tlifpatch it by this poih I 
fee the time, and I lhall rejoice to fee it at the end of twen^ 
ty years, when my cares will be at an end, and our friendly 
pages will be no longer lullicd with the repetition of dirty 
land and vile money ; when we may expatiate on the poli- 
tics of the world and our perfonal fenciments. Without 
expediting your anfwer of bufinefs, I mean to write ibon ih 
a purer ftyle, and I wi(h to lay open to my friend the Hate 
of my mind, which (exclufivc of all worldly concerns) is not 
perfedlly at cafe. In the mean while, I muft add two or 
three ihort arHcles« i. I am aftoniihed at Elmfley's ii* 
lenee, and the immobility of your pi^ure. Mine fliould 
have departed long luicc, cc uld I have found a ierc oppor- 
tunity) &c. &c. AdicU) yours* 

LAOiAMMty May igthp if^ 

SiNCT^ the iliii: origin (ab ovo) of our conncdlion and 
correipondencei io long an interval of iiience has not inter- 
vened, as fiir as I remember, between us, dec * 

From my filence you conclude that the moral complaint, 
which I had infinuated in my Jaft, is either infiguificant or 
fanciful. TTje conclulion is rafli. But the complaint in 
queftion is of the nature of a flow lingering difeafe, which 
is not attended with any immediate danger. As I have n6t 
leiAire to expatiate, take the idea in three words: " Since 
the luf? of [Kjor Dcy vtrdun, I am aloa \ and even in I'a- 
^< radife, folitude is painful to a foci^il mind. When i was 
^ a do2en years punger, i feamfy felt the weight of a 
^ fingle exillence amidH the crowds of London, of parKa. 
**ment, of clubsj but it will ^id^ more heavily upon in^ 
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« in this tranquil land, in the dedine of life, and wiA d» 
^increafe of infirmtdes. Some expedient, even the moil, 
**dcfperate, mull be embraced, to fecure the doixieflic fociCM. 
^tyQf a male or female companion. But I am not in * 
« hurry j there is time for refleaion and advice." During 
this winter fuch finer feelings have been fufpended by the 
grofler evil of bodily pain. On the ninth of February X- 
was fcizcd by fuch a fit of the gout as I had never known^. 
though I inuft be thankful that its dire e£Feas have been, 
confined to the feet and knee$» without afccnding to the 
more noble parts. With fome vicilTituJcs of better and 
worfe, I have groaned between two and three months ; th« 
debility has furvived the pain, and though now eafy, {ai^ 
carried about in my chair, without any power^ and widi « 
Very4iftantchancei of fupporting myfelf, from ihc cxtrenie 
Weakncfs and contracaun of the joints of n\y knees: Yet 
I am happy in a ficilfui phyfician, and kind- alfiduous/riepds; 
every evening, during more than three months, has been 
enlivened (excepting when I have been forced to refufe them) 
byfoi^e cheerful vifits, and very ct r: :i by a chofen party of 
both fexes. How different is fuch fociety from the foiitary 
evenings which I have paffed in the tqmult of London ! U 
is not worth while ^hting about a (hadow^ but ftould I 
ever return to England^ Bath, not the metropolis, would be 
my laft retreat. 

Your portrait is at laft arrived in perfea condition, and 
now occupies a confptcuous place over the chimney-glafs in 
my library. It is the objea of general admiration ; good 
judges (the few) applaud the woi k^ the name of Reynolds 
opens the' eyes and mouths of the many and were not I 
afraid of making you vain, I would inform you that the 
original is not allowed to be mere than five^nd-thirty. In 
ipite of private relu6bince and public difcontent, I have 
honourably (MmifTed mjfe//*. I ihall ai rive at Sir Jofijua's 
bctogc the end of the month ; h^ will give me a look, and 

^ 2 pcrhapf 
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perhaps a ioadh ; and you will be indebted to the prefideftt 
one guinea for the carriage* ^ Do not be nervous, I am not 
rolled up i had I been fb» you might have gazed on my 
cfcamit four monthi ^o. I want (bme account of yoaMff 
of my Lady) ((hall we never directly correTpond I) of 
Louifa, and of Maria* How has the latter [mcc her launch 
fupported a quiet winter in SuiTex f I fo much rejoice ia 
your divorce from chat b « ■ * i Kitty Coventry, that I care 
not what marriage you coittraft. A great city would fuit 
your dignity, and the duties which would kill me in the firft 
fciEonj would fupply your activity with a conftant fund of 
amufement But tread foftly and furely ; the ice is deceitful, 
file water is deep, and you may be foufed over head and 
ihirs before you are aware. Why did not you or Elmfley 
fend me the African pamphlet * by the poft ? it would not 
have cod much. You have iuch a knack ot turning a na* 
tioiH that I am afraid you will triumph (perhaps by the 
force of argument) over juftice and humanity. But do you 
not expe6l to work at Belzebob*s fugar plantations in the 
infernal regions, under the tender government of a licgro 
driver f 1 ihouid fuppole both my Lady and Miis Firth 
very angry with you» 

As to the bill for prints^ which has been too long t» 
gletSted, why will you notcxcrcife the power, which I have 
never revoked, over all my caih at the Goiliiigs i The 
very family has pafled a very favourable winter ; the young 
' man is impatient to hear from a family which he placet above 
all others : yet he will generoufly write next wcei:, and 
fend you a drawing of the alterations in the houfe. Do not 
raife your ideas; you know / am iatisfied with convenience 
in architiedharc^ and fbme elegance in furaiture. I admire 
the codnefs with which you afk me to eptfMtee Reynell 
and Elmfley, as if a letter were foeafy and piciUant a uikj 
k appears Icis ib to me every day. 

Your 

* 

*OUcr«adoBS en ths Prc^td Isr Mtthiaf tht 81m TimSc, byUn^ 
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Your indignation will melt into pity, when you hear that 
for fevcral weeks paft I have been again confined to my cham- 
ber and my chair. Yet I muft haften» g^neroufly hailen, 
to esxalpate the gout^ my old enemyt frqin the ay rfes wbtcfa 
you already pour on his bead. He is npt the caiile of thft 
diforder, although the confequcnces have been fomewhat 
finiiJar. I aun fa^s&ed that this eftbrt of nature has laved 
me fjtMD. a very dangerops, perhaps a crifiss and I 
IKIen to the flajtterlng hope that it may tend to keep the gout 
at a more^ refpe^lful diflance, &c, &c. &c. 

The whole fliect has been iiiicd with dry fcififh bufipefs ; 
but I muft and wil) referve fome lines of the cover for a lit- 
|t)e friendly fsonverfadon. I pafiU four days at the caftle of 
Copct with Necker;, and could have wiihed to have ihewn 
him, as a vvarnidg to any afpiring youth poflefTed with the 
daemon of ambition. With all the means of private happi* 
m& in bis power, be is the moft milerable of human be- 
it^s : the paif, the prefent, and die future a]re equally odioi|S 
to him. When I luggefted fome domeftic amufements of 
books, building, &c. he anfwered, with a deep tone of def- 
fHur, **Dans Tetat ou je fuis, je ne puis fentir que le co)ip 
^ lie vent qui m'a abbatfi/' flow difierent from the care- 
lefs cheerfalnefs with which our poor friend Lord North 
fupported his fall ! Madame Necker maintains more exter- 
nal compofure, mats U DMU »*> p^rd run. It is true that 
Necker wifflied to be carried into the clofet, like o^ Pitt, on 
Hie Aoulders of the people } and that he has been ruin^ 
by the democracy which he had raifed. I believe him to be 
an able financier, and know him to be an honcft man i too 
1loneft»' perhaps, for a mintiter. tiii rival Ca^onne has 
'paAd tbrougb Laufanne, in his way from Turin j and was 
foon followed by the IVince of Conde, with his fon and . 
grandfon; buti wastoomuch indifpofed tafeethem. They . 
have, or have had, fome wild proje<as of a counter-revolu- 
tion: bories have been bought men levied; fuc^ fooliib 
' attempts 
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attempts muft end in the ruin of the party. Burke*s book 

is a nioft adnniable medicine againfl the French difcUe, 
which has made too nnuch progrcfs even in this happy coun- 
try. I admire his eloquence) I approve his politics, I adore 
bis chivalry, and I can forgive evifn his fuperftition. The 
(primitive church> which I have treated with fome freedom, 
WPS itfelf at that time an innotatinn, and I was .attached to 
the old Pagan eltabiiihmcnr. The French fprcad fo many 
lies about the fentiments of the EnglHh nation, that I wtfli 
the moft confiderable men of all parties and defcriptions 
■would join in fome public acl, diclr'nin? thtiiuclvcs fatisfied 
and refolved to fnpport our prcfent conii rtution. Such a de* 
daiation would have a wonderful eSc€t in Europe; and, 
wefe I thought worthy, I my(e\( would be proud to fubferibe 
it I have a great mind to fend you fomething of a flcetch, 
fuch as all thinking men might adopt. 

I have intelligence of the approacli of my Madeira. { 
accept with equal pleafure the fecond pipe, now in the 
Torrid Zone. Send me fome pleafant details of your do« 
meftic ftate, of Marui, &c. If my Lady tiiinks that my fi* 
lence is a mark of indifference, my Lady is a goole. 'I 
nui/i have you all at Lauianne next fummcr, 

Lavsakkx, Auguft 7, »790. 

I ANsin!%|t at once your two letters ; and I fliould proba- 
.biy have taken earlier notice of the fir{^, had I not been in 
, daily expe^atton of the fecond. I muft begin on the fubje6^ 

of wh7\t really interefts me the moft, your glorious clcdion 
^|br Bnftol. Mofl fmcercly do I congratulate your exchange 
.of a curfed expenfive jilt| who deferted you for a rich JeW, 
for an honourable comie^ton with a chafte and virtuous ma* 
tron, who will probably be as conftantas (he is difinterelU d. 
In the whole range of election from Caithncls to St. ives, 
much doubt whether there be a fingle choice fo truly ho- 
nourable to the iqember and the conftituents. The fecond 
commercial city invites, from a diftant province, an inde* 
pqiiicat gentleman, known only by his adtivc ipirit, and 

' his 
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his writings on the fubje^ of trade ; and names him, widi* 

out intrigue Or expence, for her reprefentative : even the 
voice of party is ftlenced, while fadions ilrive which ihail 
ippiaud the moft. 

You are now fure, for feven yesM^.to come, of nevtr 
wanting food; I mean bufmefs: what a crowd of fuitors or 
complainants will bcfiege your door ! what a load of letters 
and memorials will be heaped on yoor table 1 I much quef- 
6m whedier even you will not fometimes exclaim, / 
Jam fatis eft ! but diat is your aSliair. Of the excuHton tp 
Coventry I cannot decide, but I hear it is pretty generally 
blamed: but, however^ I love gratitude to anoidfnendy 
and ihall not be very angry if you damned them with ^ 
foewel to all eternity* fiut I cannot reprefs my indignation 
at the ufe of tbofe foolifti, obfolete, odious words, Whig 
and Tory. In the AuKi icaii war tiiey might have fome 
meaning ; and then your Lordihip was a 1 ory, although 
you fappded yourfelf a Whig : iuice the coalition, all ge- 
neral principles have been confounded ; anS if there ever 
was an oppofition to men, not meafurcs, it is the prcfent, 
LucWy both the leaders are great men; and, whatever 
happens, the country muft fall upon its legs. What a 
ftrange mtft of peace and war feems to hang over the ocean i 
We can perceive nothing but fecrecy and vigpur ; but rfiofe 
are e^cceiient qualities to perceive in a minifter. PVoni your- 
felf and politics I now return to my private concerns, which 
I Oiall methodically confider under the three great articles of 
mind, body, and eftate* 

I, I am not ^.blulutcly difpicafcd at your firing fb haftily 
at the hint, a tremendous hint, in my lail: letter. But the 
danger is not fo ferious or'imminent as you feem. to fufpe^ ^ 
an^ I give you my word, that, before I take the flighteft 
ftep which can bind me either in law, confriencc, or ho- 
nour, I will faithfully communicritf.*, and .ve wui ^tQ^y 
iBiicttis, the whole ihite of the buHnefs. But at prcfeot 
diere is not any thing to communicate or difcufs ; I do diFurc 
^ou that I bave not any particular •bjed ia view : I am not 
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in love with any of the hyscnas of Laufann' , tluju; }! there 
are (owe wiio keep their claws tolerably well pared* Sumie* 
limeSi in a iblitary mood, I have fiuicied my felf married to 
eat or other of thofe whoTe tocicty and conver&tion are the 
moft pleaiin^ to me ; but when I have painted in my hncy 
all the p: ( liable conllquciiccs of fuch an iinioii, I have 
ilarted itom my dream, tejoiccd in my cicapc, and ejacula- 
ted t thankrgiving that I was ftiU in pofleffion of my nats** 
ral freedom* Yet I feel, and fliall continue to fed, that 
domedic folitude, however it may be allev iatcd by the world, 
by i^udy, and even by friend(bip, \n a comforticr& Aate, 
whkh will grow more painful as I defcend in the Tale ^ 
years* At prefent my fitiiation is very tolerable i and if at 
dinner-time, or at my return home in the evening, I fonic* 
tiiii* s frgh for a coiiipaiiion, there aic many hotirf, and 
many occaftons, tii which i enjoy the ru)>crior bleHing of be- 
ing ible matter of my own houfe. But your plan, tho^ 
left dangerous^ is ftiU more abfurd than mine: fuch a cou- 
ple you dtlcribc could not be iouiid i .linl, if found, 
would not anfwer my purpose ^ their rank and poiiiioa 
would be awkward and ambiguous to myfelf and my ae-i 
cjuaintance t >nd the agreement of three perfons of three 
chara£ler8 would be Ail! more impracticable. My plan of 
Charlotte Portcn is unilcjubtrilly the mofl dcflrable; and ihe 
might either remain a /pinAcr (the cafe is not without ex- 
ample), or marry fome Swift of my choice, who would in* 
cr«de and enliven our fociety ; and both would have the 
flrongeft motives for kind and dutiful behaviour. But the 
mother has been indirediy founded, and will not hear of 
fuch a propoial for fome years. On my fide^ I would ooc 
! take her, but as a piece of foft wax which I could model to 
the language and manners of the country : I muft therciore 
be patirnf. 

Young Severy's letter, which may be now inTOurhaods^ 
and which, for thefe three or (bur laft Jiofts, has fur- 
nifiied my indolence with a new pretence for delay, hat at- 
rciidy informed you of tiic means and circumiiauce^ of my 

fcuir* 
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fefiirre£lion. Tedious indeed was my confinement, fince 1 
was not able to move from my houfe or chaifj from the 
ninth of February to the firft of Jidy, very nearly five 
months* The firft wetkn were accompanied with more 
pain than I hav e ever known in the gout, with anxious 
days and fleeplcis nights ; and when that pain fubildedy it 
left a weaknefe in my knees» which feemed to have no end. 
My confinement was however foftened by books, by the 
pofleffion of every comfort and convenience, by a fucceiHon 
each evening of agreeable company, and by a flow of equal 
Ipirits and general good health* During the laft weeks I 
delcended to the ground floor, poor Dey verdtm's apartmoHy 
and eonftru6fred a chair like Merlin's, in which I could 
wheel iiiyfcU in the houfe and on the terrace. My patience 
has been univerfally admired ; yet how many thoufands have 
poffed thofe five months lefs eafily than myiclF« I remember 
making a remark perfedly fimple, and perfe6ily true: 

At prefent, (I faid to Madame de Severy,) I am not po- 
^ fitively miferable, and I may realonably hope a daily or 

weekly improvement, till fooner or later in the fummer I 

ihall recover new limbs, and new'|ileafures, which i do 
^ not now poflefs : have any of you fuch a profped?'' The 
prediction has been accomplifhed, and I have arrived to my ' 
jtfdent condition of ftrength, or rather of feeblenefs: I 
now can walk with tolerable cafe in my garden and fmooth 
places ; but on the rough pavement of the town I uie, and 
perhaps {ball ufc, a fedan chair. The Pyrmont waters have 
performed wonders ^ and my phyfician (not Tiflbt, but a 
very fenfible man) allows me to hope, that the term of the 
interyal will be in proportion to that of the fit 

Have you read in the Engliih papers, that the govern- 
ment of Berne is overturned, and that we are divided into^ 
three democratical leagues ? true as what I have read in 
|Im French papers^ that the Englifli havecutolF Pitt's head, 
and ^lifli^.the Hotiie of Lords. The people of this 
^ouiitry are happy j and in ipite of ibme mifcxeants, and 

more 

m 
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mwp foreign emiflarics, they are fefifiUe of their happU 
mis- 

I'inally — Inform my Lady, that I am indignant at a falfe 
and heretical adertion in her iaft letter to Sevcry, " that 

friends at a dtftance canoot love each other, if they do not 
** write/* I love her better than any woman in the world ; 
indeed I do; and yet I do not write. And (he hcifcli — but 
I am calm. We have now nearly one hundred P'rcnch ex- 
iles, fome of them worth being acquainted with ; particu- 
larly a Count de Schomberg, wh<> is become ahnoft my 
friend; he is a man of the world, of letters, and of fuflicient 
age, fmce in 1753 fucccedcd to Marflial Saxt's regi- 
ment of dragoons. As to the rcii, I entertain them, and 
Aey jatter me: but I wifli we were reduced to our Lau* 
Anne fociety. Poor France f the ftate is difiblved, the tm^ 
uon is mad I Adieu. 

« 

LxvtANNXy April 9 » I79t.' 

First, of my health : it is now tolerably reftoi ed, my 
legs are flill weak, but the animal in general is in a found 

and lively condition ; and we have great hopes from the fine 
ueather and the Pyrmont \vatiis. I mofl fmccrcly wiflied 
fdr the prefencc of Maria, to embeilifh a ball which I gave 
the 29th of laft month to all the heft company, natives and 
' foreigners of Laufanne, with the aid of the Severys, efpc- 
cially o\ the mother nnd Ton, who directed the crcunotr.y, 
and performed the honours of ilmjeu. It opened about 
feven in the evening 1 die aiiembly of men and women was 
pleafed and pleafmg, the muftc good, the illumination fplen* 
did, the refreftimcnts profufe : at twelve, one hundred and 
thirty perfons lat down to a very good fupper : ac two, I 
ilole away to bed, in a fnug corner i and I was informed at 
breakfaft, that the remains of the veteran and young troops, 
with Severy and his fifter at their head, had concluded the 
lall dance about a qu.irter betoie feven. This magmlx -iit 
enteruinmcnt has gained mc great credit i and the cxpcnce 

wa^ 
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was more i^afonable than you can eafily imagme. This wat 
an extraordinary event, buf I give frequent dinners; and in 
the fumnier I liave an aficnibly every ounday evening. What 
a wicked wretch I (Ays my Lady. 

^ I csuxnot pity you for the accumulation of bufinefs, as you 
ought not to pity me^ if I complained of the tranquillity of 

LauGnrie ; we fufitr or enjoy the effetfts of our own cliuicc. 
Perhaps you will mutter foincthing, of our not being born 
for ourfelves, of public fpirit (I have formerly read of fud|. 
a thing), of private friendihipi for which I give you full 
and ample credit, &c. But your parliamentary operations, 
at lesH", will probably expire in the month of June; and I 
ihall refufe fign the l^esyhaven conveyance, unlefs I am 
iatisfied that you will execute the Laufanne vifu this fum* 
mer. On the 15th of June, fuppofe Lord, Lady, Maria, 
and maid, (pooi Louifu!) ia a poft coach, Vv'ith Etiennc on 
Jiorfebacic, fet out from Downing-Street, or Shefiieid-riace, 
crofs the channel from Brighton to Dieppe, vifit the Na* 
tional AfTembly, buy caps at Paris, examine the ruins of 
Verfeilles, and arrive at Laufanne, without danger or fa- 
tigue, the fecond week in July ; you will be lodged pleafant- 
ly and comfortably, and will not perhaps defpife my lituatibn. 
A couple of months will roil, alas! too haAily away; "you 
.will all beamufed by new fcenes, new people; and wbene- 
% er Maria and you, with Severy, mount on horfeback to vifit 
Xhe country, the glaciers, &o. my Lady and myfclf fhall 
form a very quiet tete-a-tete at home. In September, if 
you are tired, you may return by a diteSt or indired way ; . 
but I only dcfire that you will not make the plan impradica- 
ble, by grafping at too much. In return, I prcmife you a 
vifit of three or four months in the autumn of ninety-two: 
you and my bookfdlers are now my principal attra^ions in. 
England. You had fome right to growl at hearing of my 
fupplement in the papers : but Cadell's indifcrction was 
founded on a hint which I had thrown out in a letter, and 
which in all probability will never be executed; Yet i am 
not totally idle* Adieu. 
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L4iirtANits» May it« S79S. 

I WRITE a Iboft letter, on finall paper, to inform you, 
that the various deedS) which arrived fafe and in good con- 
ditioiiy have this morning been fealed» figoed, and delivered^ 
in the prefence of refpe<^ble and well-Jcnown £ngli& vrit- 
neffes. To have read the aforefaid afls, woulu have been 
didicult^ to have undcrilood them, impradicablct I thcrc- 
toit figned them with my tyts fliut| and in that implicit confi- 
dence, which we freemen and Britons are humbly content to 
yield to our lawyers and ininiilcrs. I hope however, moft 
Icrioufly hope, ihat every thing has been carefully examined, 
and that I am not totally ruined. It is not without much 
impatience that I exped an account of the p^ymeiit and in- 
Ycftinent of the purchafe-money. It was my intention to 
have added a new edition of my will , but I have an unex- 
pected call to go to Geneva to-morrow with the Severys» 
and muft defer that bufmefs a few days till after my return* 
On my return I may poffibly find a letter from you, and will 
write more fully in anfwer! my pofthumous work, con- 
tained inafnigle flieer, will not ruin you in poftagc. In the 
mean while let me deft re you either never to talk of Lau- 
ianne, or to execute the journey this fummer; after the dift^ 
patch of public and private bufinefs, there can be no real 
obftacle but in yourfelf. Pray do not go to war with RuC- 
fia; it is. very iooliih. I am quite angry with Pitt, ^^dicu. 

Lavsanms, May jia ijfx. 

At length I foe a ray of funfliine breaking from a dark 
cloud. Your epiftle of die 13th arrived this morning, the 
25th inlbut, the day after my return from Geneva; it has 
been communicated to Severy. We now believe that you 
intend a vifit to Lauiannethts fummer, and we hope that yoo 
will execute that intention. If you are a man of honour, 
you (hall find me one i and, on the day of your arrival at 
Lauianne, I will ratify my engagemcm of viilting the Brj- 

tifl^ 



Digitized by 



to LORD SHEFFIfiLrD. 



221 



tifk lile before the end of the year 1792, excepting only Uie 
fur and foul exception of the gouti You rejoice me, by 
propofing the addition of dear Louiia } it was not without a 
bitter pang that I threw her overboard, to lighten the vfiffl 
2.nd fecure the voyage : I was fearful of the governefs, a fr - 
cond carriage, and a long train of difficulty and expcnce, 
which might have ended in blowing up the whole fcheme. 
But if you can bodkin the fweet creature into the coach, (he 

will find aii cafy welcome at Laufanne. The fir (I ;irrangc- 
menj^s which I muil make before your arrival, may be altered 
by your own ufte, on a furvey of the premifes, and you will 
«n be oooimodioufly and pleafantly lodged* You have hterd 
a great deal of the beauty of my houfe, garden, and fitua'* 
tion ; but fuch are their intrinfic value, that, unlcfs I am 
much deceived) they will bear the teit even of exaggerated 
praife. From my knowledge of your Lordfliip» I have al* 
ways entertained fome doubt how you' would ^et through the 

fociety of a Laufannc winter: but I :un Utisllcd that, cxclu- 
five of friendihip, your fummer vifits to the banks of the 
Leman Lake will long be remembered as one of the mod; 
agreeable periods of your life ; and that you will fcarcely 
regret the amufement of a Suflex Committee of Navigation 
in the dog days. You afk for details ; what details P a map 
of France and a pod-book are eafy and infallible guides* If 
the ladies are ootafraidof theocean| ,you are not Ignorant of 
^ palTage from Brightoii to Dieppe: Paris will then be in 

your direct load ; and even allowing y^u to look at the Pan- 
dsmonium, the ruins of Veriailles, &c. a fortnight diligently 
Mployed will dear you from Sheffiield^Piace to Qibboa 
Caftls, What can 1 6y more? 

As little have I to fay on the fubje6^ of my worldly mat- 
ters, wbich feems now, Jupiter be praifed, to be drawing 
;lDwards a final coodufion i fince when people part widi 
their nioneyy they are indeed ferious* I do not perfedly 
«tnderftand die ratio of the precife fum which yon have 
poured into Coding's refervoir, but fuppofe it will be ex« 
pUiofid in a general account 
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You have been very dutiful in fending me, what I hiive 
always dciired, a cut Woodfall on a remarkable debate | 
a debate, indeed, moil remarkable i Poor is the mbft 

eloquent and rational madman that I ever knew. * I love 
Fox's feelings, but I detfcli the political princi])!es of the 
man, and of the party. !• oroierjy, you detefted them more 
flronglj during the American war, than myfelf* I am half 
afraid that you are corrupted by your unfortunate connec- 
tions. Should you admire the National Afiembly, we fhall 
have many an altercation, for I am as high an ariftocrat as 
Burke himfdfi and he has truly obferved, that it is impoifi- 
ble to debate with temper on the fubje& of that curfed re- 
volution. In my laft excurfion to Geneva I frequentlf 
faw the Neckers, who by this time arc returned to their 
fummer refidence at Copet. He is much reftored in health 
and fplrits, efpecially fince the publication of his laft bo(^ 
which has probably reached England. Both parties, who 
agree in abufmg him, agree like wife that he is a man of 
virtue and genius ; but I much fear that the purcft intentions 
bave been produ^ive of the moft baneful coaiequeaces» 
Our military men, I mean the French, are leaving us every 
day for the camp of the Princes at Worms, and fapport 
what is called reprefentatlon. Their hopes 

are fanguine; I will not ahfwer for their being well groaad- 
edi 'it is artain^ however, that the emperor had an inter- 
view the 19th inftant with the Count of Artois at Mantua; 
and the anilocrais talk in myilcnous language of Spain, 
Sardinia, the Empire, four or five armies, iic They wiU 
doubtlefs ftrike a blow this fummer : may it not recoS on 
their own heads I Adieu* Embrace oar female travcOcii. 
Afliort delayl 
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TO LO UD ^HKUM lEh^^ UM% 

■ 

LAvsAUvtf Junetly 1791* 

I NOW begin to iee you adi iti real motion, fwlmimng 
from Brighton to Dieppe, according to my fchemc, and afr 
tcrvvards treadin? the direct road, which you caiinot wcil 
avoid, to the tuibuient capital of the late kingdom of Franqn. 
I know not what more to iky, or what further inftru^idns to 
fend ; they would indeed be ufelefs, as you are trmlling 
through a country which has been fometimes vifited by 
£ngli(hmcn : only this let in« fay, that in the midil of anar-. 
chy the roads were never more fecure than at prefent. At 
you will wifli to affift at the national afiembly, you will aft ' 
prudently in obtatning from the French in London a good 
recomiiKodation to fome leading member ; Cazules, for in- 
iUnce, or the Abbe Manry. I foon exped from Elmfley a 
cargo of books ; but you may bring me any new pamphltt 
t>f exquifite flavour, partieularly tht kft works of John 
Lord Sheffield*, which the dog has always neglected to lend. 
You will have time to wnte once more, and you muil en- 
^vour, as nearlj^ as poflible, to mirk the day of your arrU 
val* You may come either by Lyons and Geneva, by E)i|^ 
and les RoufTes, or by Dole and Pontarliere. The poft will 
fail you on the edge of Switzcrlujid, and muft be fupplied by 
hired horfes* I wiih you to make your lafl day's journey 
cafy, fo as to dine upon the road, and arrive - by tea-time. 
The pulfe of the counter-revolution beats high, but I cannot 
fend you any certain Lidtb. Adieu. I want to hear my Lady 
abuiing-me for nev^r writing* ^il the ^everys are very 
impatient* 

Notwithftanding the high premium, I do not abib* 

lutely wi(h you drowned. Befides all other cares, I muft 
marry aud propagate, which would give me a great deal of 
trouble. 

In 

• OMervattflDS «a the Com iawt. 
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Laviak]is» Juty likf 1791. 

Ih obedience to your orders I diredk a Hying ihot to Paris^ 
though I have not any thing fuurticular to add) excepting 
that our impatience is increaled in the ikwrfi rath of time 
and fpace. Yet I almoft dodbt whether you have pafTed 
the fea. The news of the King of France's efcape mufi 
iuve reached you before the iSth, the day of your departure^ 
and the proQ^ of ftnuige unknown diforder may mU have 
fofpended your finneft refelves. The royal animal is again 
caught, and all may probably be quiet. I was juft going to 
exhort you to pafs through Bruflels and the confines of 
Germany; a fair Irifhifm, fince if you read this, you arc 
already at Paris* The only reafonable advice which now 
remains, is to obtain, by means of Lord Gower, a fuffi- 
cicnc y, or even fuperfluity, of forcible pafTports, fuch as 
leave no room for cavil on a jealous frontier. The frequent 
intercourfe with Paris has proved that the beft and iborteft 
load, tnftead of Befim^on, is by Dijon, Dole, Les Rouflet, 
and Nyon. Adieu, I warmly embrace the ladies. It 
would be idle now to talk of buiinefs* « 
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TT has appeared from the forgoing Lettersy ijiae a ' 
^ -vifit frommyftlf and my family^ to Mr^ Gitoom at 

Laufan;j-j, had Dccn tor fuini.^ time in agitation. This 
long-promifed excuriioa took place in the month of 
JiiAe,iy9T» andoccaKoned a confides able ceffation oC 
oar correfpondence. Handed at Dieppe hnmediately 
after the flight fVoai, and return to, Parb of the un- 
fortunate Lewis XVI* . Paring my ftay in that capital> 
X had an opportunity of feeing the extraorcKnary ttt^ 
imcnt of men's minds, both in the national alTembly, 
and in private focieties, and alfo in my paflage through 
JFrance to Laufanne> where I recalled to my memory the 
interefting fcen^ I had wltnefled> by frequent conver* 
Uiions with my deccafed friend. I might have wifhed 
to record his opinions on the fubjeft of the French 
reTolation> if he had not expreffed them fo well in 
the annexed Letters. He feemed to fappofe, as fome 
of his Letters hint, that I had a tendency to the new 
f rench opinions* .Never indeed, I can with truth 
aver^ was fufpiclon more unfounded ; nor could it 
have been admitted into Mr. Gibbon's mind, but that 
lus extreme friendfliip for me, and his utter abhor- 
tence of thefe nouons> made him anxious and jealous, 
even to an excefs* that I fhouid not entertain them* Ha 
M'a:, however, fooa lulcccivcd ; he found that I \vas 
full as averfe to them as himfeif. I had from the firft 
exprelTed an opinion^ that fuch a change as was mmed 
at in France, muft derange all the regular govern-' 
ment? in Europe, liazard the internal quiet a^-.d dzareft 
intereits of this country, and probably cad in bringing 
on mankind a much greater portion of mifery, thai^ 
the moft fanguine reformer had ever promifed to bira-' 
felf or others to produce of benefit, .by the vifionary 
Vol. Ir fchemes 



t ] 

(chemes of liberty and 'equality} with "(rhich iht igno-* 

rant ap l vulgar were mifled and abufed. 
. Mr. Gibbon at firft, like rtiany others, feemed plead- 
ed witb the profpe^k of the reform of inveterate abufes* ; 
l>ut he Tcry loon difcovered the mifchief which was 
intended, ihc inibccii'.Ly with which conceflions were 
made, and the imn that mud arife, from the want of 
refoltttion or condu6t> in the adminiftration of France. 
He lived to reprobate, in the ftrongeft terms poffible* 
the folly of the firft reformers> and the fomething worfe 
.than the extravagance and ferocity of their fuccefibrs. 
^e faw the wild and mifchievous tendency of thofe 
pretended reformcrsi which, while they profefled no- 
thing but amendments really meant deftru^lion to all 
focial order ; and fo drongiy was his opinion fixed> as 
to the danger of hafty innovation* that he becamet 
a warm and zealous advocate for every fort of old 
(eilabiiihment> which he marked in various ways fome- 
imitB rather ludicrouily ; and I recoiled, in a circle 
where French afiaira were the topic, and fome Portu* 
guefe prefcnt, he, fecmingly with ferioufnefs, argued 
in favour of the inquiiition at Lifbon> and faid he, 
would not at the prefent moment? give up even that 
old eftaUifhment. 

. It may, perhaps, not be quite unintercfling to the 
readers of thefe Memoirs, to know that i found Mr. 
Gibbon at Laulanne in poffeffion of an excellent houfe; 
the view from which, and from the terrace, was fo 
uncommonly beautiful, that even his own pen would 
with difficulty defcribe the fcene which it commanded* 
This profpe£t comprehended every thing grand and 
magnificent, which could be kniiiihcd by the fineft 
mountains among the Alps, the mod cxtcnfivc view 
of the Lake of Geneva> with a beautifully varied and 
cultivated country, adorned by numerous villas, and 

piclui'ci<|ue 



Digitized by Google 



C W7 1 

pii^urefque buil(img3> Internuxed with beautiful mfleii 
of iUtely trees* Here my friend received us with aa 
hofpltdity and idndneis which I can nerer forget. 
The bell apaniiu nuj ot the houfe were appropriated 
to out ufe i the choiceit fociety of the place was fought 
for» to enliven our Tilk> and to render every day of 
it cheerful and agreeable. It was impolTiblc fur any 
man to be mureefteemed and admired than Mr. Gibbon 
was at jLaufanne» The preference he had given to that 
place in adopting it for a reddence* rather than hia 

own conmrv , \v:i.s tVlt and ucLaou ie.i;;od by all the 
lohabitants ; and he may have been faid almoCt to have 
given the law to a fet of as willing f abje^^s as any 
man ever preftded over. In return for the deference 

ih^'wn to him, he nilxciU without anv aiiceiation, in 
all tuc iocicty. 1 mean all the belt fociety* tliat Iau* 
lanne afforded; he could indeed command it» and was> 
perhaps > for that reafon the more partial to' it ; for 
he often declared that he liked fociety more as are* 
taxation from ftudy> than as expe&ing to derive from 
it amufement or inftruSion ; that to books he looked 
for improvcuix.iii> not to living pcrfons. JLiut this I 
cooiidered pardy as an anfwer to my cxpreliions of 
wonder* that a man who might choofe the moft vari^ 
ous and the moft generally improved fociety in tho 
world, namely, in England, ftiould jirrter tlie very 
limited circle of Laufannc, which he never defer ted, 
but for an oocafional vtfit to M. and Madame Keeker* 
It mud not, howeveri be underftood, that in chuling 
XAufanne, for hi;^ home, he was inlcnliblcto tlie merits ^ 
of ardldcnccin England: he was not in poilclUon of 
an mcome which correfponded with his notions of 
cafe and comfort in his own country. In SwitecHand, 
his fortune m ample. To tliis coutideration of fur- 
lune may be added anotlior, which alio had iu weight; 

% from 
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ftoMCtilf youih Mr. Gibbon had odatriAcdaiNurtiifit^ 

for foi cij^n taflc aiul forrif^n habits of life, which made 
him lefs adrangcr abroad than hewast ui fomerefpe^k* 
in hb natiYe coantry, Thii arofoy perhaps^from h%T^ 
ing been out of Enf^ltnd from hb iixteenth to hit 
twenty-firft year ; yet when I came to Laufanne, I 
found him apparently without reliftx for French fodetjr* 
JDuring the dky I nuule with him he renewed his lac 
tercourfe with the principal French who were at Lau- 
lanne ; of whom there happened to be a confiderable 
namber* diftinguiihed for rank or talents ; many in^ 
deed refpe&aUe foV both*^ Daring my {lay m Swit»- 

erland I was not ablent from my friend's iioiifc, except 
during a lliort excuriion that we made togctiier to 
Mr. Neeker*8 at Copet» and a tour to Geneva* Cha* 
BRNinyf over the Col de Ba!nie» to Martigny > St. Man-' 
Ticf, and Toiiud the Lakr hy \'( v.. v toLaufiinnc. In the 
focial run I iingularly plcaiaiu mouths that 1 palled with 
Mr. Gibbon* he enjoyed hii cheerfiUneiii* with good 
bealth. Sinoe he left Bnglandf b 1788^ he had had 
a fcvcrc attack, mentioned in one of tlic foregoing let- 
#ter$> of an Eryfipelasy which at laft fettled in one of 
\ hisleg^ ind leftfomethmg of a dropiical tendency j 
for at thia' time I firft perceived a confidcrablc degree 
of fwclling about the ancle. 

In the beginning of Odober I left this delightful 
refidence ; and f ome time after my return to England^ 
our correfpondence recommenced. 

• Mtfftal M Cifttiat ioA 6veial tmelwi of hU Ainlly> 4t O^pm 
mi dwghtani Due tod DMhtA d« Ouleht^ Madint de Onmmadtt PyfaK 
cdft d*H«ia» P diw ft da BoKtttoiit DachiA da Blnin» Prlim dt 8*liii» 
OooM de Selmiibeff I Qonttt de LtUri Lilly Toleida]» M. Moasktg MadaiM 
4*A|a«flbtt end tatty* 11. di lliKheikii fte. Ire. 
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EDWARD GIBBON E[q. 
XORD SHEFFIELD, audothers* 



Edward Gi^zo^ Mfg<^ io iltc Hon- Mifs HohKoxD* 

LAVtAHHSt 9th Nov. 1791. 

G ULLIV £R is made to fay, in prcfcntingliis interpre- 
ter^ " My tongue is in the mouth of my fric/id.** 
Allow me to fay^ with proper eacpreffions an^ ex- 
Cttfesy My pen is in the hand of my friend aii4 
ihe aforefaid friend begs leare thus to continue 

I remember to have read fomewhcre in Rouffeau, of 
a lover quitting very often his miftrefs^ tS have the 
pleafure of correfpondlng with her* Though not ab- 
folutely, your lover, 1 am very much your admirer, 
and (hould be extremely tempted to follow the fame 
example. The fpirit and reafon which prevail in yoar 
converfationy appear to great advantage in yoor letters. 
The three which I have received from Berne, Cob- 
lentz> an4Bruircls have given me much real pleafure; 
firfty as a proof that you are often thinking of me ; 
Cecondly, as an evidence that you are capable of keeping 
a refolution ^ and thirdly, from their own intrinfic me- 
rit and entertainment. The ftyle^ without any allow- 
ance for hafte or burry> is perfedly cotreA ; the man- 
ner is neither too light, nor too grave ; the dimen- 
iions neither too long, nor too fliort: they are fuch, 
in a word) as I ihoul4 like to receive from ,the daugh- ' 
tcr of my beft friend. I attend your lively journal, 
through bad roads, and worfc inns. Your defcripti* 

* Th" remainder of tbc letter WIS (U^U(c4 bjf M(. Cri^bon# tad writtta 
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430 LETTERS FROM MR. GIJSLON 

on of men ioad flaanners conveys very (kdsfrndory ui« 

formation ; and 1 am particularly delighted with your 
remark concerning the irregular bdUaviour of the Rhine. 
But the Khine> alas I after fome temporary wanderinp# 
will be content to flow m hb old channel whUe man~* 
mail io the greateft foul of the vhclc creation. 

idire6l this letter to Sheffield -Place, where I fuppofe 
you arrived in health and lafiety* I congratulate my 
Lady on her quiet eftablifhmcnt by her fireiide ; and 
hope you will be able, after ail your excurfionsS, to 
fupport the ^imate and manners of Old England. Be- 
fore this epiftle reache? you, I hope to have received 
the tw o promifcu letters h orn l>ovci and Sheffidd-Placc. 
If they fhouid not meet w ith a proper return, you will 
plly and forgive me* I have not yet heard from Lord 
Sheffield, who feems to have devolved on his daugh- 
ter, the t«fk which fhe has fo glorior.fly executed. I 
fh nil probably not write tp him» till I have received his 
letter of bufinefs from England ; but with regard 
to my Lady, I have moft excellent intentions. 

J never could underftand how two perfons of fuch 
iuperior merit, as Miis HoUoyd apd Mifs Laufanne* 
could have fo t&tle rdifh for one another^ as they ap« 
peared to have in the beginning ; and it was with great 
pleafure that I obferyed the degrees of their growing 
inti|nacy» and the mutpal Kgiret of their feparation. 
Whatever you may imaginCf your friends at Laufanne 
have been thinking as iicqiujitly of yourfeif aiid c«. ni- 
pany, as you could polTibly think of them ; and you 

. will be very ungrat^ful^ if you dp pot feriouily re* 
folve to make them a fecond vifit» under fuch name and 
title as you niav judge mod agreeable. Nr»nc of the 
Severy family, except perhaps my Secretary, are inclined 

* to foi^et you ; f^nd I am continually afkcd for fome 
account of your health, motions^ and amufements. 
^ince your departure, no great events have occurre^l. 

I hfive 
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TO LOKD Sji£B^I£LD. AND OTHERS. «3t 

I lisive made ^ fhon excurfion to Geneva and Copet, and 
found Mr. Necker in mach better fpirits than when you 
faw biiQ. The^ preSed me to pals fome weeks th» 
winter in their houfe at Geneva ; and I fnay poifibly 
comply^ at leaft, in part, /with their invitation. The 
ffpe^ x>f Laufamne ia p^tipeful and placid; and you 
lutye no hopes of a reyolation driTing me out of this 
country, We hear nothjng of the proceedings of 
the cox9miihon*> e^ccept by playing at cards every 
^emng 197th Monfieur Fifcherj who often fpeaks 
of Lord Sheffield with efteem and refped. There is no 
appearance of Roflct and La Motte being brought to a 
.ipeedy trial and they iiiU remain ia the caitle of Chiliony 
which (according to the Geography of the national 
Affembly) is waflied by the fea. Our winter begins 
with great fevcrity ; and we fhall not probably have 
rnvxy balls* whicb> as yoi^ may im^ine^ J lament 
luich. Angledne does not confider two French words 
as a ktter% Monu ond fighs and blufhes whenever Loui- 
' fa*s naijie is mentioned ; PhiUippme wifhes to convcrfe 
witb her on i|»cn and manners. The French ladies ara 
Untied in town for the winter* and they form* with 
Mrs. Trevor, a very agreeable aUdition to our fociety. 
It is now enlivened by a viiit of the Chevalier de 
Bouffleis* one of the moft accomplished ^en }n tbc ci 
divt^m kingdon^ of Fr^nce^ ^ 

* A comniiflion. at the l}ea4 of vr))Ich wtt lfottfiettr Fifeh r, one of 
the principal memberi of ri>e goyemneAt of Berne^ t very tdive and intelli* 
pent man, \vt«o woMid have diftingttUked fadrnfelf in die admUuftration of an/ 
country. This commiflion, which yvaa a^xoanfanied by two or thiee tbour 
* fand of the beft of che GeriQan miiida of the Cantoo of Berpe, was fent fiir the 
purpof: oF cx uiiining into fome attempts to introduce the Ftench KToltidonary 
principifs into the Pays dp Vaud. Several perfont were feized ; the greater pirf 
were rclcafed j the examination was fecrct, but Roflct and h^ Motle were 
6aeU ia the caltlc of ChiHon ; and being afterwards condemn«d, for correfpor- 
•encc with the Frencli, to a long iinptilanmeni, v>tcit uaiisfcrred to the c*!- 
tk of Arbuurg from ^^hcnce they cfcaped. * ' ' 
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As Mrs. *Wood*, who has iiiifcarricd, is about to 
leave I muft either cure or die ; MSkd, upon tlie 
whote> I believe the fonner will be mod expedient. 

You will fee her in London, with dear Corea, next 
winter. My rival magniliccntly prefcnts mc with an 
hogihead of Madeira; fo that in honour I could not 
fupplant him: yet I do affure you, from my hcait> that 
another departure is much iuore pauit ui to Tho • 
apartment below f is ihut up, and I know not when I 
(hall again vifit it with pleafure. Adieu. Believe me» 
one and all, mod aflfeftionately yours. 

i,j}W XKJ>GiBBQii£/qJoihe Might Hon* Lord>^kii.fFiELi>. 

Lav iAifNi0 Deeembcr »S, 179 <• 

ALAS ! alas ! the da-mon of procralliDaLkiii i.as agaiu ' 
poflMed me. Three months have nearly rolled 
away fmce your departure ; and feven letters^ five from 
the moft valuable Maria, and two from yourfelfy have 
extorted from me only a finp^lc cpiftlc, wliicli perhaps 
would never have been written, had 1 not ul'cd the per- 
miffion of employing my own tongue and the hand of 
a fecretary. Shall I tell you, that for thefe laft 11 x 
weeks, the eve of every day has witncfTcd ayirm rcfo- 
lution» and the day itfelf has forniihed fome ingenious 
delay } This morning, for inftance, I determined to 
invade you ioun as the broalfaft thinps flit>i.lcl be re- 
moved : they were removed but i had fomcthing to 
read, to write, to meditate, and there was time enough 
before me. Hour after hour has Aden away, and I ii- 
nally broin my Utter at two o'clnek, evidently too late 
for the poil, as I mull drefs, dine, go abroad, Sec, A 
foundations however, Jhail he laid, which will flare mc 

* Madame 4e Sitva. 

t The apafcmeiit pr>flcjp.illy inbaUled during tbciefidface of my Aimly it 
XAufitone* S« 

in 
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TO LORD SHfiFFIELD, AND OTHERS. 

in diieface ; and next Saturday I fhall probably be rouled 
by the awial refieftion thajt it is the laik day in theyeat. 

After reaUnng this fummer an event whieh I had long 
cunfidered as a drca.iii or' uncy, I know not whether I 
fhould rejoice or grieve at your vifit to Laufanne. While 
Ipofiefied the fanil^y the f entiment of pleafure highly 
predominated ; when, jufl as we had fublided in a regu- 
lar, eafy, comfortable plan of life, the lafi trump found- 
edi arid> without fpealang of the pang of reparation^ 
you left meto one of the moft gloomy* folitary months 
ct 0£tober which I have ever pafled. Foryourfelf and 
daughters, however, you have contrived to fnatch fomc 
of the moii interefting icenes of this world. Paris* at 
fuch a moment, Switzerland* and the Rhine, Straft>urg, 

Coblentz, have fuggellcd a train of lively images and 
ufeful ideas, which will not befpccdily crafcd. The. 
mind of the young d^mfeli more efpedally, will be 
barged and enlightened in every fenfe. In four months 
ijie has lived many years ; and fhe will much deceive and 
4^{deafe me* if fhe doos not review and methodize her 
journal* in fuch a manner as ihe is capable of perform- 
ing, for the amufement of her particular friends. Ano- 
ther benefit which will redound from your recent view is* 
that every place* .perfon* and obje&* about Lauianne* 
are now become familiar and interefting to you. In our ' 
future corrcfpondcnce (do I dare pronounce the word • 
correfpondence ?) I can tflk to you as freely of eveiy 
ctrcumftance as if it were actually before your eyes. 
And firft, of my own improvements.— AU thofe venera-« 
ble piles of ancient verdure which you adm'n ed have bem 
eradicated in one fatal day. Your faithful fubilitutta, 
William de Severy and Levade* have never ceafed to 
pcrfecute me, till I figned their death warrant. Their 
place i^ now [applied by a number of picturefque naked 
poles* the foOeir fathers of as many twigs of Platanu0es*r 

, ' which 
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"which saay afford a grateful but diftaiit fhade to the 
fou;ider, or to liis ieris >jepoubu$« la the mean v^hn^ 
I iMft«Q0ife& that Uietemce appears broider* and that 
I SkiOfdr a much larger quantity of fbow than I ihoold 

ctherwife do. Tlic worKUicn admire youv inj^eniuus 
plan tor cutting out a new bed-chamber and book-room » 
butt OA inatttre coniid€ratton» we aU unanimouOy prefer 
the old Scheme of adding a tUrd room on the terraee 
beyond the library, with two fpacious windows^ and a 
fireplace between. It will be larger (z8 feet by and 
pleaiantcry and warmer: the difference of expence will 
be much lefs confiderable than I imagined: the dooi oi 
communication with the library will be artfully buried 
in the wain&ot ; aiid> waXth it be opened by my own 
chokf » may always remain a profound fecret Sueh is 
the Jelign ; but a^i it will not be executed before next 
iummer> you have time and liberty to {late your obje<^i<r 
om» I am much colder about the ftaircafe» but it may 
be fiaiihed> according to your idea> for thirty pounds ; 
and I feel they will perfuade me. Am I not a very ricl^ 
xnan ? When thc{ie alterations are complctcdf few authors 
of fiy Tolumes in quarto will be more agreeably lodged 
t:ian myfelf. Laufanne is now full and lively ; all our 
l^ative families are returned from the country ; and» • 
p? aifad be the I^rd ; we are infefted with few fordgners* 
^ther French or EngUik* Even our democrats are more 

rtaroLia.ble or luuie tv.fcvc-ot ; it is agreed, to wave the. 
fubje& of polltic^^ and ail i^em h^ppy and cordial. I 
liave a grasd dinner ^ia weekj a fupper of thirty ov for- 
ty people on Twelfth-day, &c.; fomc concerts have 
t^en place, feme balls are talked of ; and even Maria 
would allow (yet it is ungenerous to fay even Maria) 
that the winter fcene at Laufanne is tpleraUy gay and 
a6^ive. I fay nothing of the SevaySy as Angletine luui 
Cjpiftolized Mfu m ia(l poA* &hfr h|is probably iimtcd that 
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ier brother meditates a ihort excurfion to Ti&rin : ^(faak 
irortby fellow Trevor has given him a prefing invitatioa 

to Ms own hnufe. In the bcgiiiiiiiig of February I pro- 
pole going to Geneva lor three or four weck^* I Hiali 
lodge and eat with the Keekers ; my mornings will be 
my own> and I fhall fpend my evenings in the fodety of 
the placc/ wiicre I have many acquaintance. This fhort 
abfence will agitate my flagnant Ufe^ and reftore mc with 
frefli appetite to my hovfe^ my library^ and my friends* 
Before that time (the end of February) what events may 
happen, or be ready to happen ! The National AfTem- 
bly (compared to which the former was a fenate of he« 
Toes and demi«gods) feem refolved to attack Germany 

av£C q^uaLrc millions cU hayoneites it Ores , tlic army of the 
princes xnuft foon cither hght, or flarve, or conquer. 
Will Sweden draw his fword i will Ruflia draw her 
purfe ? an empty parfe ! All is darknefs and anarchy : 
neither party b ilrong enough to oppofe a fetilcm{*nt ; 
«nd I ^annot fee a poffibility of an amicable arrangemcntt 
where there are no heads (in any fenfe of the word) who 
can anfwcr for the multitude. Send me your ideas, and 
tliofe ofLord Guildford, Lord Loughborough, Fox, &c» 
Before I conclude^ a word of my vexatious ai&Irs,-* 
Shall I never fail on the fmooth ftream of good fecurity 
and half-yearly inte reft ? will every body rcfufc m/ 
money ? I had already written to Barrel and Golling to 
obey your commands, and was in hopes that you had al- 
ready made large and falutary evacnadons. During 
your li^frncc' 1 never cxpecitti iuuCii cff'ccl from tlic 
coid inditlcrcnce ot agents ; but you arc now in iiug* 
land*^you will be fpeediiy in London : fet all your fet«> 
t1ng«dogs to beat the field, hunt, enquire, why flionld 
you not advcrtifi' ? Yet I am almoll adiuHiL-d to com- 
plain oi fome ilagnauoii of intcrcft, when X am witneft 
to the natural and acquired philofophy of fo many French* 

wh<| 
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who are redaced fromriches> not to indigence^ butta 
sMbhite want and beggary. A Count Argout has juft . 

left us, whb pofleffetl ten thoufand a-year in the ifland 
v*4>f St* Doaungo ; he is utterly burned and ruined ; and a 
brother^ whom he tenderly loved, has been murdered 
by the negroes. Thefe are real misfortunes, i ha\ e 
much rc¥oh'ed the plan of the Memoirs I once mention- 
ed ^ and» as you do not think it ridiculous^ I believe I 
fhaQ make an attempt :* if I can pleafe myfelf* I am con-* 
fident of not difpleafing; but let this be a profound fe- 
cret between us : people mnR r ot he prepared to laugh ^ 
€Eiey muft be taken by furprife. Have you looked over 
3rour, or rather my, letters ? Surely in the courfe of the 
yeaTj you may fmd fale and cheap occafion of fending 
me z. pared ; they may alhft me. Adieu. I embrace 
my Lady : fend me a favourable account of her health, 
I kifs the Marmaille. By an amazing pufh of rcmorfe 
and diligence 1 have finiihed my letter (three pages and % 
iimlf ) this fame day fmcediimer ; but I have not time tcr 
• yeadit. Ever yours. 

Half (tft Sif . 

To the Same. 

To^noRow a new year, wmlttsttfdimi 

T NOW mofl fincercly repent of ray late repentance, 
and do almoft fwear never to renounce the amiable 
and ufeful pra&ice of procraftination* Had I delayedi 
as I was ftrongly tempted, another pod, your miffive 
of the 13th, which did not reach me till this morning 
(three mails were due), would liave arhved,in time» and 
I might have avoided this fecond Herculean labour* It 
will be, however, no more than an infant Hercules. 
The topics of converfation have been fully difcuflcd> and 
i Ihall now confine, myfelf to the needful of the new 
bttiinels, FeUx Jau/iumque fit I may no untow^d acci** 

dent 
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dicnt difarrangc your Yorklliiic mortgage , the ccncla- 

fion of wJbjich wil^piace me in a clear aiid eafy iUu> £t»«k 

as I have never known fiace tbe&ft hour oi prcypev^* 
m m m 

The three per cents arc fo high» and the country is in 
fiich a diuimed ilate of profperity under that fellow Pitu 
that it goea againft me to pnrchafe u fuch low SftmL 
in my viiit to England next aatumn> or in the fprlng fol- 
lowingf (alas ! you muji acquiefce in t^e alteroativQ^ 
J hope to be arni^ with f iifickat miCeriala to 4raw « 
fum» whleh'may be employed as tafte or fancy fltall dio* 

late, in the improvcmciit of my iibrary, iilerviceof 
platCj &c. I am not very fangumc« but lurei/ this is 

no ttnComfortaUe ptcrfpeft, This pecuniatf detmk 

'which'has not kdeed be<»i fo unpleafant as it ufed Ibv* 
»erly to b^, has carried me farther than I expelled. 
Xet us now drbk and be ncny. I flatter myUi th«t 
your Madeira^ improyed by its travels* wUl fet forwards 

for Meffrs. Romberg, at Oftcnd, early in the fpring ; 
and I Ihould be very well pleafcd if you could add a 
liogfliead of excellent Claret* for which we fhould be 
entitled to the drawback : they muft hait at Bafle, and 
fend notice to me for a fafe-condiict. Have you had 
any intelligence from Lord Auckland about the wiae 
which he was to order from Bourdeaux» by Marfedte 
and the Rhone ? The one need not impede the other ; I 
wifti to have a large iiock, Corea has promifed me a 
hogfliead of his native Madeira* for. whieh I am to give 
biai an order on Cadell for a copy of the Decline and 
Tall : he vanlflied without notice, and is now at Paris. 
Could you not fiOi out his dire6tion by Mrs. Wood* 
who by this time b in England i I rejoice in Lally'sprol^ 
perity* Have you reeonlidered my propofal of a decla- 
ration of couflitutional principles from the heads of tiie 
party i I think a foolifh addreis from a body of Whigs to 

tbe 
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ilic National Aficmbly renders it ftill more incumbent on 
you. Atcliieve my worldly concerns^ ct cru nuhi mag^ 
AfMom Adieu* ever yours. 

Hotht Sami* 

La«ianmx> April 4th, 1794* 

TV)R fear you fliould abofe me» as ufual> I will begin 

JL/ the attack, and fcold-nt you, for not having yet fent 
me the long-expe^ed Intelligence of the completion of 
mynortg^* You had pofitiTely affuredmethat the 
fecond of February would terminate my worldly sares* 
by a confummation fo devoutly to be wifhed. The news, 
tha:efore, might reach mc about the eighteenth i audi 
argued with the gentle logic of lamefst that it was per- 
fe6^]y idle to anfwer your letter* till I could chaunt a 
thankfgiving fong of gratitude and praife. As every poft 
ittfiippointed my hopes* the fame argument was repeated 
for the next; and twenty empty-handed poftilions have 
blow n their infignificant horns, till I am provoked at laft 
to write by (hccr Impatience and vexation. Facit indignath 
verfum* Co/jfetto di Bauho i for I muil eafe myfelf by 
fwearing a litde. What is the caufe* the meaning, the 

pretence, of this delay ? Arc the Yorkiliirc mortgagers 
inconltant in their wifhes ? Are the London lawyers con- 
ftant in their procraftination ? Is a letter on the road* to 
inform me that all is conduded> or to tell me that all is 
broken to pieces ? Had the money been placed in tlie 
three per cents lail May ; befides the annual mterei^> it 
would have gained by the rife of ilock nearly twenty^ 
it Hi. Your lordlhip is a wife man, a fuccefsful writer* 
and an ufefai fenatpr ; you underitand America and Ire- 
land* corn and flaves* but your prejudice againft the 
lunds"** in which I am often tempted to join* makes you 
a little blind to tlicir increafing value in the hands of our 

It wmld be aoK corrctt if he bad enlj fttted, IB7 prdcrencc «f Imd 

Virtuous 
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iririuous and exceilent mixuiier. But oar regret is vaia » 
Mc pall more and we leach the fhore; aad our fuum 
correfpondence will be no longer uinled with bufindk 
i^hall I then be more diligent and regular ? I hope and 
believe fo ; £or now that I have got over this article of 
worldly mieteft» my k^er feeini to be almoft.finiflicd. 
j4 propos of letters^ am I not a fad dog to forget my Lad/ 
.and Maria ? Alas ! the dual number has been prejudicial 
to both* ^< How happy could I be with either^weret'oiher 
4ieai? charmer away." I am like the aft of famoat mam^ 

ry ; I cannot tell which way to tuiii firfl, aiul there I 
itand mute and immoveable. The Baronial and maternal 
dignity of my Lady^ fupported by twenty yean friend^ 
ihip> may claim the preference. But the five incompara* 
ble letters of Maria ! — Next week, however.— Am I not 
nflianied to talk of next vceek ) 

I have moft fuccelirfullyy and skdft agreeably, exeeuted 
my plan of fpending the month of March at Geneva, in 
the Necker-houfe, and every circumftance tliat I had 
niranged turned out beyond my expe&ation ; the freedom ' 
of the mornings the foeiety of the table and drawing- 
room, Iruia liali an hour pad two till lix ur icvca ; an 
evening aliembly and card-party> in a round of the belt 
company* and> excepting one day in the week* a piirate 
fupper of free and friendly converfatlon. You would 
*Uke Geneva better than Laufanne ; there is much more 
information to be got among the men i but though I 
found fome agreeable women* their manners and fUle of 
life arc> upon the whole, lefs cafy and pleafant tha» our 
own. I was much pleafed with Necker's brother Mr^ 
De Germany* a good-humoured* polite* fenUble man* 
without the geniua and fame of the ftatefinan* but much 
more adiipted for |>rivatc and ordinary happinefa. Ma- 
dame de Stael is expected in a few weeks at Copct* where 
they receive her* and where* to dumb forgetfulnei^ 

- aprcy,** 
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a prey/* fhc will have leifurc to regret the plcafinp 
anxious bcmg>*' whkh fhe enjoyed amidd the CUnxsm of 
Paris* But ivhat ccn the poor crettore do t her huf- 
band is in Sweden, her lover is no longer fccretary at 
\rar> and her iaihcr's houfe is the only place where ihc 
can Tcfide with the leaft degree of prudence and decency. 
Of that father I have really a much higher idea than I 
ever had ]')crorc ; in our domrftlc intimary lie rafl away 
hid gloom and r -ft rvc ; I faw a great deal of hidmindj 
•nd all that I faw is fair and worthy* He was overw 
whetmed by the hurricane, he miftook his way in tlie fnp;, 
butinfucha perilous iuuation, I much doubt whether 
any mortal could have feen or ftood. In the meanwhile^ 
he is abttfed by all parties* and none of the Freneh in 
Geneva will fet their foot in his houfe. He remembers 
Lord Sheffield with cfteem ; his hctthh is good> and he 
would be tranquil in his private lifej were not his fpirits 
contmually wounded by the arriTai of erery letter and 
every ncwfpaprr. His fympathy is d^^-ply interefted by 
the fatal confcqucnccs of a revolution, in which he had 
«Aed fo leading a part ; and be feels as a friend for the 
danger of M. de Lefikrt, who may be guilty in the eyes 

of the Jacobins, or even of his judges, hy thofc very 

aAions and difpatches which would be mod approved by 
til the lovers of his country. What a momentous 

event is the Emperor's death ! In the forms of a new 
reign, and of the Imperial election, the democrats have 
at leaft gained timet if they knew how to ufe it* But the 
new monarch, though of a weak complexion, is of a 

jrmrtial tcmpri ; \\r loves the foldicrs, and i > hi lrjved by 
them ; and the ilow ilucM dating politics of his uncle may 
be fucceeded by a direct line of march to the gates of 
Stralburg and Paris. It is the opinion of the mafter 

movers in France, (1 kn^)\^ it inoft certainly,) ihui liii if 

troops will not iight» that the people have loilim ffnfe 

of 
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of patziotifm, and that on the firft difcharge of an Auf- 
tmncumon thegmiettttp. Bat what occafion for AaC* 
trians or Spaniards ? the French are tfiemfdres their 

grcateft enemies ; four thoufand MarfeUlob are marched 
againlt Arks and Avignon* the troupes Ugne sre divi> 
ded between the two parties* and the flame o£ civil war 
will foon extend over the fonthern |»rovi»ces. Yotthlive 
heard of the unworthy treatment of the Swift repment 
of Ernlt. The canton of Berne has bravely recalled 
thcm^ with a (iout letter to the Ki^g of f raooey which 
mnft be inferted in all the papers* I now cotte to the 
moft unpleafant article;, our home politics. Boilet and 
JLa Motte are condemned to fine and twenty years unpri« 
fonment in the fortreia of Arbouxg. We have not yet 
xecdved tlKir official fentence, nor is It believed that the 
proofji and proceedings againfl them will be publifhed ; 
an awkwar4 circumttance, which it does not feem caf/ 
to joftif/« Some (though none of note) are taken ttp> 
ftveral are fled» many more are fufpeded and fufptctons. 
All are filent, but it is the lilence of fear and dlfcontent ; 
and the fecret hatred which rankled againit governm^t 
begims to point againft the few who are known to be . 
well«afieded. | never knew any place fo much changed 
asLaufanne, even fince lafl year ; and though you w ill 
not be much obliged to me for the motive, I begin very 
feriouily to think of vifiting Sheffield-Place by the month 
ef September next. Yet here again I am frightened* by 
the dangers of a French, and the difficulties of a Ger- 
inan> route. You.muil fend me an account of the paf* 
' fiige froD^ Dieppe to Brighton^ with an itinerixy of the 
Rhine, diftances, expences, Sec. As ufuaU Ijudfave 
the pud? nor have I time to read my letter, which, after 
wailing the morning in deliberation, has been flruck olF- 
la a heat fince (Unner. Ko news of the Madeira. 
views of Sheffield*Place are juft received ; they ere luk. 
Vol. I. ' R ' . mired* 
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mired, and (liall be framed. Scvcry has fpentthe earm^ 

val at Turin. Trevor is only the beft man intbc vorlcL 

To the Same* 

iMVf AMvsi May ^7f»f 

AFTER tbc receipt of your finukimiai^ da.^ 
ago, I expelled with mucii ur.pauciice, the arrival 
of your next-proBufed epiftle. It arrived this morniag, 
but has not completely anfwered my expe^atioaa. i 
-wanted, and ! hoped for a full and fair pi<ture of tli« 
prcfent and probable afpc6l of your political world, v. ith 
which, at this diilance,, I fccm everyday lefs fatisned. 
In the (lave queftion you triumphed laft feffien, in thU 
you have been defeated. What is the eaufe of th» alt«-» 
ration ? If it proceeded only from an iuipulie of huma- 
hity, I cannot be difpleafed, even with an error ; imti% 
it is very likely that my o^wn ^ote (had I poflififlod on«) 
would have been added to the majority. But in this rag« 
againft flavery, in the numerous petitions againft tho 
flave trade, was there* no leaven of new demoeratleal 
principles ? no wild ideas of the rights and natural equali(*f 
of man ? It is thefc, I fear. Some articles in newfpapers, 
iome pamphlets of the year, the Jockey Club, have fal- 
len into my hands* I do not infer mudi from fuch pub-* 
lications ; yet I have never known them of fo black and 
malignant a caft. I fhuddered at Grey's motion ; difliked 
the balf-fupport of Fox, admired the firmnefs of Pittas 
declaration, and excufdd the ufual intemperance of Burke. 
Surely fuch men as have talent* 

for mifchief. I fee a club of reform which ccntalns fo^ne 
rcfpc(^able names. Informme of the profcffions, the prin* 
ciples, the plans, the refources, of thefe reformers. Wtlii 
they heat the nunds of the people ? Does the French de^ 
mocracy gain no ground ? Will the bulk of your party ^ 
fland firm to their own interell:, and that of their coun-^ 

try? 
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try? Will you not take feme a6live meafures to declare 
your found opinions^ and ieparatc yourfelves from your 
rotten members ? or if you allow them to perplex govem- 
meat* if you trifle with thb folemn bufinels) if you <fo 
not refift the fpirit of innovation in the firft attempt, if 
y,Qix admit the fmalleii and moft fpecious change in our 
^liamentary iyiten^ you are loft. You will be driven 
from one ftep to another ; from principles juft in theory, 
to confequeaces moR pernicious in pra6lice ; and ydur 
£ril conceffions wUL be produ&ive of every fubfequent 
mifchiefy for which you will beanfwerableto youreoun* 
try and to pofterity. Do not faffer yourfelves to be lul- 
led into a falfe fecurity ; remember the proud fabric of 
the French monarchy. Not four years ago it flood foun- 
dcd» as it might ieem> on the rock of time> force, and 
opinion, fupported by the triple aridocracy of the church, 
the nobility, and the parliaments. They are crumbled 
iotodulk; they are vanifhed from the earth. If this 
txcmendoua warning has no efifeA on the men of proper*, 
ty in England ; if it docs not open every eye, and raife 
every arm, you will defexve your fate. If I am too preci- 
pitaiet enlighten ; if I am too defponding» encourage me. 

My pen has run into this argument ; for,' as much a 
foreigner as you think me, on tui^ uiumentous fubjccl, 
X feel myielf an Englifhman. 

The pleafure of reiiding at Shefiield-Pkce is, after ail> 
the firft and the ultimate objed of my vifit to my native 
country. But when or how will that vilk be afFe61cd ? 
Clouds and whirlwinds, Auitvian Croats and Gallic 
.cannibals^ feem on every iide to impede my palTage, 
You appear to aj.prehend the perils or difficulties of the 
German road, and French peace ii^ more fa::guinary than 
civilized war. I muft pais through, perhaps, a thou- 
^fand republics or municipalities, which neither obey nor 
arc obeyed. The ftriSnefs of pajOTports, and the popular 

11 2. ferment. 
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ferment) «re much increafed fince laid fummer : arilto^ 
crate is in every mouth, lanterns hang in every ftreety 
and aa hafty word or a cafual refemblaifcey may be fatal* , 
Yet> onthe other baiid> it is probable t]^atiiiAiiy£ii|^iihi 
men> women, and children, will traveHe the cotintry 
without any acclctent before next September ; and I am 
fenTible that many things appear more formidable at a dif- 
tance than on a nearer approach. Without any abfolnte 
determination, we mtift fee what the events of the nexf 
three or four months will produce. In the mean while, 
I fhall €Xpt& with impatience your next letter : let it be^ 
fpeedy ; tny anfwer fhall be ptotnpt« 

You will be glad, or iorry, to kani tfiat my gloomy 
apprehcnfions are much abated, and that my departure, 
whenever it takes place* will he an a£t of choice* rather 
than of necedity. 1 do not ptjeteiid to afirm^ thAt fecreC 
difcontent, dark fufpicioh, private animofity, are ^ery 
materially affuaged ; but we have not experience, nor do 
we now apprehenjd* any dangerous a&s of violence^ 
which mny compel me to f eek a refuge among the friend^ 
ly Bears*, and to abandon my library to the Inercy of the 
democrats. The firmncfs and vigour of government 
have cruihed* at leaft for a time, the fpirit of innovati* 
,'on i and I do not believe that the body of the people, 
efpecially the peafants, are difpofed for a revolution. 
From France, praifed be the daemon of anarchy ! the 
ialiirgents of the Pays de Vaud could not at prefent 
have much to hope ; and ihould the gardes tmHomiUs^ df 
which there is litde appearance, attempt an incur i]un> 
. the country is armed and prepared, and they would be 
refiftcd with equal numbers and fuperior difcipline. The 
Callk wolves that prowled round Geneva are drawn 
away, fome to the fouth and fome to the north, am! the 
late events in Flanders feem to have difiufed a gencial 

ccntemptj 
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c^x^ippt) as well as abhorrence, for the lawlefs favages« 
jrhp fly before the enemy^ han^ their prifenersf ind 
murder their offieera. The brave and patient regiment 

of Erneft bexpe6led home every clay, and as Berne will 
take them mto prefect pay, that veteran aaU regular 
corps will add to the fecurity of our frontier^ 
I rejolee that we ha^ve fo litde to fay on that fabjeA of 

world J y affairs. ♦ * ♦ ♦ This futnmer we are threatened 
y/ith an inunda^on, befides many namelefs Englifh and 
" Iriih ; but I am aoidoas for the Ducheia of DeTonihira 
«ad the Lady filurobeth Fofter, who are on their nnrdi. 

Lord Malmlbury, the audadeux Harris, will inform you 

that he has feeu me : him X would have coofemed to keep. 

One word inore before we part ; caH upon Mr. John 
Hidiols, bookfeller andpHnter, atGicero*aflead, Red-^ 

Lion-PalTage, Fleet-Street, and aflc him whether he did 
»noty about the beginning of March, receive a verypolittt 
letter from Mr, Gibbon of Lanfanne ) To which, either « 
as a man of bufinefs or a civil gentleman» he fiiould havo 
returned an anfwer. My application related to a domeftic 
article in the Gendeman*s Magazine of Augud 1788^ 
(p. 698,) which had lately fallen into my hand8> and 
concerning which I tequefted fome farther lights. Mrs, 
Mofs delivered the letters* into my hands, but I doubt 
whether they will be of much ferviee to me; the work- 
appears ffr more difficult in the execution than In the 
idea, and as I am now taking my leave for fome time of the 
library, Iftiail not make much progrefs in the niemoirs of 
K. P. till I am on Englidi ground. But is it indeed true^ 
^t I (hall eat any Suffex phea&nta thb autumn } The 
event is in the book of Fate, and I cannot unroll the 
leaves of September and October. Should I reacli 
Sheffield-Place, I hope to find the whole family in a 
« perfeft flate of exiftence^ except a certain Maria HoU 

* His letters to mc for 3 certain period, which he delir«4 TUit» iSnd, 
^&Sl hix9 IB ^ting hiiMemoin. S. 
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L£TT£KS FROI.! AIR. GIBBON 
iroyd, my hat and fmrmtf correfpondenty whofc aimi* 

filiation on proper terms I mofl fervently dcfirc. I muft 
Receive a copious answer before the end of next month> 
Jnott and igam call upon you for a map of your politi- 
cal world. The chancdlor roars; docs he break bia 

To the Same. 

\I7tt£H I iaf#rai you, that the defign of my £jigUOi 
. ti^editioii js at laft poftponed «U another year# 
ym will not be moch fnrpnied. The pahlic ohftadeib 

danger of one road, and the difTiCulties of another, 
Wwld alone be fuf^cient to arieii fo unwieldy and ina»> 

life a baii^; aa4 obftacle^ on the iide of l^ianccy 
^e growii^ every day more mfuperable. On the other . 

hand, the terrors, M hich might have driven me from 
hence hi^Yc^ in a great in€afure« lubiided ; our ^ate* 
frifoiieia are foigotten : the country b^na to recoTct 
In old good hnnotiT and nafufpe^mg confidence, and 
the laft revolution of Paris appears to have convinceci 
ahnolt every body of the fatal conleqiiences of demo- 
^rattoal priocipleffl which lead by a path of floweia inai^ 
the abyla of heU. I may therefore watt \nxh patience 
and tranquillity till the Duke of Brunfwick fhall have 
opened the French road. But if 1 am not driven from 
t^ufanncy you will aflcf I hope with f otne indignation* 
irhtther I am not drawn to England, and more efpecially 
to Sheffield-Place } The defire of embracing you and, 
yours is now the itrongeft, and nuiii gradually become 
the fole> inducement that oan force me from my library 
i^d garden, over fcas and mountains. The EnglifK 
world v\ ill forget and be for^otten^ and every year v. iil 
<leprive me of fome acquaintance, who by courtefy are 

ftyled frienda : Lord Guildford fmd Sir ^o{haa {Uynolda I 

two 
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TO LORD SH£FH£LD» AND OTUEILS. %^ 

iwoof the mcih and two ol the huulcs la London, on 
whoux i the noil relied lor iha comtoa ts of fociety. 

THUS he hadi written m tht fall confidence of finifli^ 

ing iiD.i rcndin)4 my letter i.ic next poft ; but lix poft- 
fiay^ iiiive uoaccuonubiy llippeUawayj and were you not 
McuftgjQeci to myiileAcey jroa would almofl begin to 
think roe on the voaU. Uow dreadftill/; iince my 
laft date, ha3 the French road been polluted with 
blood! and what hornd icenci may be a6iing at thia ' 
jOiom^m^ and ma^ ftiU be aggravated^ till the Duke 
of Brunfwick is mailer of ParbJ On every rati* 
onal principle of calcuUtioii he muitfuccccd ; yet lume- 
times» when my fpiritsare low« I dread the Uind effbrta 
of mad and defperate muldtudea iighiing on their own 
ground. A few days or weeks muft decide the military 
operation:* oi* thii year, and perhaps for ever ; but oa 
the fairei^ fappoiition> I cannot look forwards to any 
Arm fetdement^ either of a legal or aj| abfolate govern* 
ment. I cannot pretend to give you any Paris news. 
Should I iniorm you> as wc behove, that Lully tjijUUamon* 
ihi €anf$ibals, you would polUbiy aniwer, that he ia now 
fitting in the library at dheffieldr Madame de Stael^ 
flfter miraculoully efcaping through pikes and poignardi?^ 
iias readied the caitlc ot Copet,- where 1 ihall i'iiohcr 
before the end of the weck» If any thing can provoke 
fhe King of Sardinia and the Swifs> it muftbe the foul 
dcftru6lion of his coufin Madame de Lamballo, and of 
their regiment ot guards^ An extraordinary council 
fummoned at Berne> to refinimifH may he ckeiked ify pru^ 
dence,' In fplte of Marians laughter^ I applaud your mode** 
jation, and ligh tor a hearty union of all the fcnl'cand pro- 
pei ty ul the country* The times rctju ire it; but your 
laft political letter was a cordial to my fpirits. The Du-> 
^hefs of D. rather diilikcs a coalition : amiable preature I 

'I'hc 
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t|i LEXIXUS FILOH MIL GIBBON 

The Eli2a is furious againft you for not writing. 
ihail lofe them m a feu^ days ; but the motiom of Eliza 
wd the Diic^ for Italy or Eo^nd, are dooMol^ 
Lftcfies Spencer and Dnncamum certiinlf pait the Alpa. 
I live with them. Adieu. Since I do not appear in per- 
fon 1 feel the abfolute propriety of writing to my Lady 
and Maria ; bat there t» iiur from the knowkdge to At 
performance of a dut^. Erer your^ 

AS oar EngliOi newfpapcra aiuft haTelnfonnedyoife 
of the invaiion of SaToy by the French, and as it 

18 pofiibie that you may have fome trifling apprehenfions 
of my heh^ kiijuL mid eaUn hy thofe cmmhahy it has ap- 
peared to |ne thftt a {bort extraor<&iary difpatch might 
not be unacceptable pn this occailon. It is indeed true> 
that about ten days ago the French army of the South, 
under the command of M. de Montefqaiou> (if any 
French amy can be laid to be under any command)) 
has entered Savoyj and poflelTcd themfelves of Cham* 
berry, Montmclian, ;;nd feveral other places. It has 
always been the practice of the King of Sardinia to aban- 
don hia tranii|lpine dopunions \ but on this occafion the 
court of Turin appears to hayc been furprifed by the 
flrange exccntric motions of a democracy, which always 
ffis from the papion of the moment ; and their inferior 
troops haT^ retreated^ jn^ fome lo& and difgraee, into 
the paffcs of the Alps. Mount Cenis is now impervious, 
. and our Englifa travellers who are bound for Italy, the 
Q|ich^ of Devonfl^re, Ancaftcr, &c. m ill be forced 
to explore alofig ^cuttops road through the Tirol. 
But the Chablaia is yetlnufl, |!orcan our tclefcopes dif- 
cover the tricolor banners on the other fide of the lake, 
accoanta of the French num)>er8 feem to Tary from 

fineeir 
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TO LOSiD SH£FFI£LD« AND OTHERS. 149 

« 

Bftttn to thirty thoufand men ; the regulars are few, but 
they are followed by a rabble rout> which muit fooii» 
l&owevor* mdt away^ as they vill find no plunder* and 
iieanty fiibfiftence, in the poverty and ban^enneia of Sa- 
voy. . iV. -B. I have jud fecn a letter from Mr. de Mon- 
tcfquiouy who boaits that at hisfirii entrance into Savoy 
Jia had only twelye battalions. Our intelligence is Isr 
bom correfi. 

The magiftrates of Geneva were alarmed by this dan- 
gerous neighbourhoodj and more efpecially by the weU^ 
known animolity of an esdled citizen^ Claviere^ who la 
one of the fix minlfters of the French repabtic. It waat 
carried by a fmall majority in the General Council, to 
call in the fuccour of three thoufand Swiisj which is (U- 
pulated by antient treaty. The ilrongeft reafon or pre- 
tence of the minorityy was founded on the danger of pro« 
Yoking the French, and they feem to have been juftifir 
ed by the event i fmce the complaint of the French relii 
dent amountsto a declaration of war. The fortifications 
of Geneva are not contemptible, efpecially on the fide of 
Savoy ; and it is much doubted whether Mr. de Montef- 
quiou is prepared for a regular fiege ; but the malecon<* 
tents are numerous within the MraUs^ and I queftion whe- 
ther the fpirit of the citizens will hold out againft a bom- 
bardment. In the mean while the diet has declared that 
the firft cannon fired i^iunit Geneva will be confidered as 
an aA of hoftility againft the whole Helvetic body. 
Berne, as the ncareft and mod powerful canton, has 
laken the lead with great vigour and vigilance ; the road 
is filled with the perpetual fucceilion, of troops and artii*- ' 
lery ; and^ if fome difaffedion lurks in the towns* the 
pcafants, efpecially the Germans, are inflamed with a 
ftrong defire of encountering the murderers of theiy 
e^untrymen. Mr. de Watteyille« with whom you dined 
fl^ jcny hoole laft year^ refufed to accept the cqnunand of 

the 
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AcSwHtfnccoiirof Geiim» tSnkiratvMuUluafifftiii* 

ItrucVion that he fhould never, ia awy c^f** iurftiiUct 
liiinfeU prifoner of war. 

* In this ritiiAtioii> yon nay fappole tiiii ipe Inrefbaks 
ftus. I litve grm dq>eBdepce> however> on the 

many chances in our favour, the valour oFthc Swiisj 
the return of the Picdmonteic with Uieix Aulhiaa al* 
]ic8> eight or ten thoufand men from the Mikoeii^ 
s diirerfion from Spam> the greet events (hofur flowlf 
they proceed, on the fide vt I'arbj the inconftancy and 
v/ant of difcipliiie of the Frejoch* and the near m^nroach 
iDf the ivinter feafom I am not nemms^ but i will 
not be raih. It will be ptinfbl to abandon my hoafe 

and library ; but, if the dani;cr Hiould approacii> I 
vill retreat before it, hril to Berne, and gradually* 
to the North. Should I even be forced to takeie« 
fugc in England ( a violent meafure fo late in the year)» 
yon leould perhaps receive me as kindly as you do 
the French priefts — a noble a6k of hofpitality i Co»ld 
I hare forefeen this ftorm> I would have been then 
fix weeks ago ; but who can forefec the wild me*» 
fures of the fava^^i^?? of Gaul ? We thought ourfelvci* 
perfc6kly out of the hurricane latitudes* Adieu. I am 
going to bed* and muft rife early to viiit the Neck^ 
era at RoUe,' whither they have retired, from the fron- 
tier lituation of Copet. Severy is on horfeback, with 
his dragoons : his p'^or father is dangerouily ill. It 
will be (hocking if it ihould be found neoeCary to ra^ 
move Mm. While we ate in this very awkward crifisj 
I will write at lead every week. Ever yours. Wrica 
inftandy» and remember all my commiifioaB. • 

^ "WILL k^ep my promife of fending you a weekly 
^ journal of our troubles, that* when the piping 'limM 
qf peace are re(^ored> I may fleep in long and irre* 

proachable 
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pro»(habie Ulcnce : but I (hall ufe a fmaUcr paper, as 
our 4uUuixy exploits will f eldom be fufficient to fill ihe 
ample iize of- our Englifli quarto* 

OAober t^f X79a> 

Since my laft oF the 6th, our attack is not more emi- 
2)eiit» and our defence is muil aiiaredly ftronger, two 
very important circumftances, at a time when cyerjr 
4ay is leading us> though notfo, faft as our impatience 
could wlfh, towards the unwarlike month of Novem- 
ber; and we obferve with plcafure that the troops of 
3Mr« dc Montefquiou^ which aye chiefly from the Sou- 
ihern Provmces» will not cheerfully entertain the rigor 
of an Alpine winter. The 7th inftAntj^'Mr. de Chateau- 
A^ufj the French relident, took iiis leave with an haugh- 
ty mandatCt commanding the GenevoiSf as they valued 
tbeur fafety and the frtendHiip of ■ the republic> to difmi& 
their Swifs allies, and to punifh the magiftrates who had 
traitcrQully propofed ilie calling in thefe foreign troop?, 
Xt i» precifely the fable of the wolves, who offered to 
make peace with the fheep, provided they would fend 
away their dogs. You know^ what became of the fheep. 
'J*hi3 denied appears to have kindled a juft and gene- 
jal indignation* fince it announced an edi& of profcripti*^ 
Qn ; and muft lead to a democratical revolution^ which 
would probably renew the horrid fcenes of Paris and 
. Avignon. A general affembly of the citizens was con- 
: venedj the nu;0age was ready fpeeches were made> 
oaths were taken, and it was refolved (with only three 
difl^ejBtient voices) to live and die in the delcncc of their 
country* The Gcaevois m after above three thoufand 
* \^eU*arBied citizpns ; and the Swifs, who may eafily be. 
increafed (in a few hours) to an equal number, add 
fpirit to the timorous, and confidence to the well-af- 
fe&ed ; their arfcnals. are fiiicd with arms, their maga- 
sines with ammunition« and their granaries with corn. 
Jtjut their foruficapoas ^re exteniive and imperfefi, they 

are 
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are commanded from two adjicent hilk ; a French fac- 
tiM lark» IB the dqr* the cfaaitAer of the Geaercris 
ii father ooouneidal than woSSkufw and thar bebavioiir» 
lofty promifc, a-ii bale fai render, in the year 1782, 
m (itQi m <HU monorkft. la the mean while, 4000 
Tratth at the noft are arrived in the ne^hbollIil^; 
campy nor is there yet any appetranee of laortan or 
heavy artillery. Perhaps an haughty menace may be re- 
pelled by a tirm coimteoance. If it were worih while 
tall(iiig of jiiftice» what a Ouunefol attack of a leehk> 
wnofkaSog ftaiel Oo the news of their dungat, alt 

SwiLzerlandj from SchafFoufc to the Pays de Vaud» 
hii jifen in Mijm^ and a French rclident* who has paiicd 
lhroit|;h tbeGQpniijj mhb way from Rati(boii»declafoa 
1^ tntentioA of uifonmag and ad«M>nHhing the Mattonal 
Convention. About ch ven thoufand Bernois arc al- 
ready pofied ia the neighhourhood of Copet and Ny- 
on; and new ranforceflnenta of wuenf ardUery* dec. ar^ 
me every day. Another army ia drawn together to 
oppofe M. tic Tcrrieres, on the fide of Bicnnc and the 
bUhopricof Bafle ; and the Auftrlans in Swabia would 
be caffly pcrTuaded to croOi the Rhine b onr defence* 
9ut we are yet tgnorant whether onr fovereigna aMaa 
to wage ofFenfive or defenfivc war. It the latter, which 
is more likely, will the French bcgm the attack? fbould 
Cenoa yield to fear or force^ thie coantry h open to 
MinTafioni* and though our men are bravet we want 

generals ; and I defplfe the French much Icfs than I 
did two months ago. It ihould fetm ih$x our hope» 
'from the Kiof of Sardinia and the Auftriana of MilaA 
'are iUnt and diflant ; Spain fleept ; and the Dnke of 
Brunfwick (amazement!) feems to have failed in Is'la 
great project. For my part, till Geneva falls, I do not 
thixkk of a retreat; but^ at all events, I am provided with 
pro ftrong horfes^ and an handled Jjovk m gold. 

Zurich 
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Zurich would be probably my winter quarters, and the 
focicty of the Neckers would make any place agreeable^ 
Tiieir fituation is worfethaH amies I iiave no daaghter 
ready to lie in ; nor do I fnr the Frertch anftrocrata on 

the ruad. Adieu. Keep my letters ; cxcuft: conti adiclion^ 
and repetitions. The Du chefs of Devonlhire leavea ua 
next week. Lady Slisabeth abhors you* Ever yotm* 

« 

To the Sam, 

OdtAetf aO|i79a. 

CINCE my laft> our af&irs take a more pacific turn ; 
^ but I MTiU not venture to affirm that our peace will 
be either faie or honourable. Mr. de Montefquiou 

and three of the commilFioncrs of the Convention, who 
are at Carrouge, have had frequent conferences with 
the magiftratcs of Geneva ; ftveral exprefles have been 
difpatched to and from Parisy and every Hep of the ne- 
gotiation Is communicated to the deputies of Berne and 
* Zurich. The trench troops obfervc a very toll able 
degree of order and difcipline ; and no aft of hoftiii^ 
bas yet'been committed on the territory of Geneva. 

OMer 27. 

My ufual temper very readily admitted the cxcufc, 
that it would be better to wait another week, till the 
final fettlement of our affairs. The treaty is figned 
between France and Geneva ; and the ratification of the 
Convention in looked upon as airured> if any thing can 
be afTured in that wild democracy. On condition that 
theSwifiigarrifon» with the approbation of fierneand 
Zttttch) be recalled before the firft of December, it ia 

ilipuiatcd that the independence of Geneva fliall ])e pre- 
ferved inviolate ; that Mr- dc Montefc^uiou lhall im- 
nedittely sfend away his heavy artillery; and that no 
Freneh troops fliall approach within ten leagues of the 
city. As the Swifs have a6lcd only <is auxiliaries, they 
kave no occaiion for a dire<^ treaty ; but they cannot 

prudently 
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pradenUy <fifann9 till they tre faiMed of the |NWifk iih 

tentions of riaucc ^ and no fucli laLisfaciic n can be 
given till they liave acknowledged the new republic^ ' 
which thej will probably do in a few d»ys» 
' with a deep groan of indignation and foirrow ; k 
has been cemented v. itii the blood of their cauntrv- 
xskm 1 But when the Emperor, the King of Piuiha> 
the firft general^ and the iirft anny in Europe have 
foiled^ lefs powerful ftate» may acquiefce, without dif<- 
honour, in the determination of fortune. Do you un- 
derftand this mod unexpe&ed failure } I will allow 
an ample fhare to the badnefs of the roads and the 
weather, to famine and difcafe^ to the fkill of Du- 

'mourier, a heaven-born general] and to the enthufi- 
aftic ardour of the new Romans ; but ftill» ftill there 
mttft be fome fecret fhameful caufe at the bottom of 

.this ftrange retreat. We are now delivered from ihe 
impending terrors of fiege and invafion. The Geneva 
emtgresi particularly the NeckerSj are haftening to their . 
homes ; and I lhall not be reduced to the hard necef- 
lity of feeking a winter afylum at Zurich or Conflance : 

'but i am not pleafed with our future profpc6ls. It is 
much to be feared that the prefent government of Ge- 
neva will be foon modelled after the French fafliion ; 
the new republic of Savoy is forming on the oppolite 
bank of the Lake ; the Jacobin miliionaries are pow- 
erful and zealous ; and malecontents of this country^ 
who begin again to rear their headss will be furrounded 
with temptations, and cxaiaplco, aaa aUlcs. I know not 
whether the Pays de Vaud will long adhere to the do- 
minion of Berne ; or whether I (hall be permitted to end 
my days m this little paradife^ which I have fo happily 
fuitcd to my talle and circumflances. 

Laft Monday only 1 received your letter, which had 
ftranjjely loitered on the road fince iis date of the 29th 

of 
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<ef September. There muft furely be fome cliforJcr ia 
the poits> fince the Eliza departed mdigaaat at nevor 
iuiviag heard ^om yott. 

The cafe of my viae I think peculiarly hard : to lok 
my Madeira, and to be Iculdcd for lofing it. I am 
much indebted to Mr. Nichols for his genealogical com- 
muAioatioiiity which I W impatient to receive ; but I dp 
not underftand why fo cIvU a gentleman could not fa- 
,vourme, in fix months, with an anfwer by the poll: 
fince he entrufts me with thefe valuable papers^ you 
have nott I prefume> informed him of my negligence aiid 
mwlcwardnefs in regard to manufcripts. Your reproach 
rather furprifes me, as I fuppofc 1 am much the fame 
86 I have been for thefe laft twenty years. Should 
you hold your refolution of writing only fuch things 
as may be publi(hed at Charing-Crofs, our future cor- 
rcfponcicnce would not be very intcrcfling. But I expe^ 
and require, at tliis imporunt criiis, a full and conSdent 
account of your views concerning £ngland» Ireland, and 
France. You have a firong and clear eye ; and your 
pen is, perhaps, the nuAi iifcful quill that ever has been 
jplucked from a goofe. \our prote^lion of the French 
refugees is highly apphuided. Roffet and La Motte 
have efcaped from Arbourg, perhaps with connivance 
to avoid difagrccable dcmaiida horn the republic. Adieu. 
£vcr yours. 

To the Kiime* 

November lo, ly^t, 

ECEIVED this day, November 9th, a moft ataiable 
difpatch from the too humble fecreuiy'' of the 
family of tfpce f, dated October Z4th, which I ^nlwer 
the fame day., it will be acknowledged, that Ihaveful* 
filled my" engagements with as much accuracy as our. 
» uncertain ftate«nd the fragility of human nature would 

• Miff Holfoyd, I Meuuag Shefficid-Placc. 

allow. 
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aUow. I rcfume my narrative. At the dme when wc 
ina^ed that all was fettled by an equal treaty between 
two fuch unequa) powers, as the Genera Flea, and the 

Leviathan France, wc were thunderftruck with the intel- 
ligence that the minifters of the republic refufed to ra* 
tify the conditions ; and they were indignant, with f ome 
colour of reafon> at the hard obligation of withdrmwing 
their troops to the dlflance of tcnleagueij, and of con- 
fcquently leaving the Pays de Gez naked, and expofed 
to the Swifs who had aflembled 15,000 men on the 
frontier, and with whom they had' not made any agree* 
jnent. The melTenger who \\ as fent laft. Sunday from 
Geneva is not yet returned ; and many perfons are 
afndd of fome defign and danger in tins delay. Moji- 
tefquiou has aded with politenels, moderation, and 
apparent fincerity ; but he may refign, he may be fu- 
pcrleded, his place may be occupied \>y enragee , by 
Servan, or Prince Charles of HeiTe, who would afpire 
to imitate the predatory fame of Cuftine in Germany; 
In the mean while, the General holds a wolf by the 
cars i an o&cer who has iecn his troops, about 18,000 
men (with a tremendous triun of artillery), reprefeats 
them as a black, daring, defperate crew of buccaneers^ 
rather fho eking than contemptible; the officers (fcarccly , 
a gentleman among them), without fervants, or horfcs, 
or baggie, lying higglnlfy piigltdfy on the ground with 
the common men, yet maintaining a rough kind of dif- 
cipline over them. Thev alreadv hcf^'m to accufc and 
even to fufpedi their general, and call aloud for blood 
and plunder: could they have an opportunity of fqueea:- 
ing fome of the rich dozens. Genera would cut up 
as fat as moft towns in Europe. During this fufpenfion 
of hoililitics they arc permitted to vilit the city with* 
out arms, fometimes three or four hundred at a tirne^; 
lud the ma^ftiatcs, as well as the Swift commandert ^ 
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h}^ no meims pltafed with this dangerous mtercQurfe^ 
'y^kk-h tfeey 4are probibit. Such are our fears : 
it ih^aW ictm oa tb^ Qtli«r*fi^t tbn^ the French 
aff^S a, kind of magnanimous juftice towards their 
Vt^e n€ight»our> and that they are not ambuioud of an 
HUPUtQfitaMe ^nieft with th^i po«K «i4 htfdy Swift. 
Th^ftmift tvt 90t equalto a long and cxpenfi've iiw ; 
and as moil of our militia have t ami lies and trades, the 
eounu'.y already fighs for their retuii^. Whatever caa 
yiriAtAt wuboHt aMG4tti« danger or djifgrMCi will . 
dOHMoft h« gmitid ; aad the hufiiieia will, probably 

cud in our owning the fovcreignty, and uulliiig to the 
giood faith of the republic of Jb'ratt^e : hoMc thflt w^d 

wouU bio^e (bunded fwat jtm ago 1 Thftaeefiive k 
h^fluliating ; hut aftet the- retreat of the Ditke of JBxita$> 

wick, and the failure of the AuftritnSj the fmaller 
powers miiy acqui^'fcc without diihon^^ar. Every dog 
hia day; and theft Gallic dogahave their day» at 
kaft» of moA infolent profpenty. After forcing or 
tcmpLiiig the Pruflians to evacuate their country, they 
conquer Savoy* pillage Qeriiuuiy.9 threaten Spain : the 
Ir(av. Conmriea are ere now invaded ; &en«e and Italy- 
tremble ; they fcour the Meditenra»eaQ> and talk of 
fending a fquadron into the Sotith Sea. The whole ho- 
rizon is fo black, that I begin to fe^l fome anauety 
for Si^land> ^ laft refoge of liberty law ; mi 
the ' more fo» as I perceive from Lord SbeffieldV laft 
epttftle tiiat his firm nerves arc a, little fliaken ; but of 
thja more in »y next*, for I want to unburthcA ay 
eontnenoe. If £aglaad» with the experience of- our 
happinefs and French calamities, fhouid now be fe- 
duced to eat the ^pple of falfe freedom, v. c fhouid indeed 
defierve to be driven from the paradife which we enjoy. 
I umafidefrbaa the horrid and. improbable (yet nm 
ittjpofhble) fuppolition* that, in three or four years* 
Vol. I. S , . tiBw, 

9 
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MS t£XT£RS mOM AlR. OlfiBOH 

time, myfelf and roy bed friends may be reduced td 
the deplorable ftate of ihe French emigrants: thejr 
thought it as impoflible three or four years ago. Me* 

vcr did a revolution alfc6\, to fuch a dr^rrt^ the pri^ 
Tatic cjtiitcncc ot fudi members of the firil people of a 
great counuy: your examples of mifery Icoaldeafily 
ttiateh with limilar examples in this country and the 
neighbourhood ; and our fympathy is the deeper, as 
vrc do not poffefsi like you, the means of alleviating;, 
in fome degree, the misfortunes of the fugitives. But 
I mufthave, from the very excellent pen of the Maria, 
the tragedy ot the Archbifhop of Aries j and the longer 
the better. Madame de Biron has probably been tempted 
by lome laint and (I fear) fallacious promifes of clemency 
to the women> and which have Ukewtfe enga ged Madame 
d'Aguelllau and her two daughters to revifit Francf. 
Madame de Bouillon (lands her ground, and her fitua- 
tioR as a foreign princeis is lefs expofed. As Lord Shef« 
field has affomed the glorious charaSer of proteAor of 

the dilli ciVtdy his name is pronounced with grnntutlc and 
rclpc6t. The D. ot Richmond is pralicd, on Madame 
de Biron's account To the Princefs d*Henin, and 
Lallyjr I wilh tp be remembered* The Neekers canndt 

venture into Geneva, and Madame de Stacl will proba- 
bly lie In at Rolle. He is printing a defence of the Kings 
&c* againft their republican Judges ; but the name of 
Necker is unpopular to all parties, and I much fear thSt 
the guillotine be more fpecdy than the prefs. It 
will, however, be an eloquent performance ; and, if I 
find an opportunity, I am to fend you one, to you iLord 
Sheffield by his particular defire : he wifhes likewife to 
convey feme copies w ith fpeed to our principal people, 
Pitt, Fox, Lord Stormont, &c. But fuch b the rapid 
fttcceiiion of CTcnts, that it will appear like the Pouvvir 
Mxfcutlf, his bert work, after the whole fccne ha^i been 
totally changed. Ever yours. 
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TO LORD SHEFFIELD, AND OTHERS. 359 

' P« The TCTOliidoii of Fnuicet and my triple dif« 

patch by the fame poft to Sheffield«*Phice> are> in my^ 
opinion, the two moft lingular events in the eighteenth 
century. I found the talk fo eafy and plcafant, that I 
had feme thoughts of adding a letter to the gentle Lout- 
fa. I am this moment infonnedy that our troops on the 
frontier are beginning to raovc> on their return homej 
yet we hear nothing of the treaty's being concluded. 

Sdward. Gibbon £fg. to th$ Hon Mifs. Holroyd*' 

LAVftAVMt, Nov. io» 179s* 
TN. difpatching the weekly political journal to Lord S. 
^ my confcience (for Ihavefome remains of confcience) 
moft^powerfuUy urges me toialute* with fome lines of 
friendihip and gratitttde» the amiable {ecreury> who 
might fave herfelf the trouble uf a modcfl apology. I 
have not yet forgotten our different behaviour after the 
much lamented fepar^^Uoi^ of O&ober the 4tb9 17919 your 
meritorious punfiuality^ and my unworthy 01ence. I 
have ftill before me that entertaining nanauve, which 
would have intercitcd me> not only in the progrefs of 
the carijfima Jamilia, but m the motions of a Tartar 
camp, or the march of a caravan of Arabs ; the nuxture 
of jull obfcrvation and lively imagery> the ftrong fenfc 
of a man expreiTed with the eafy elegance of a iemale. 
I ftillrecoUe& with pleafure the happy comparifon of 
the Rhine* who had heard fo much of liberty on both 
hus banks, that he wandered with mifchievous licentiouf-* 
ncU over ail the adjacent meadows'^. The inundationt 
alas 1 has now fpread much wider ; and it is Osdly to be 
feared that the Elbey the Po» and the Danube* may imi«> 
tatc the vile example of the Rhine: I fliall be content, 
however* if our own Thames ftili prcferves his fair cha^ 
rader* of 

Strong without rage* without overflowing full* 

* Mr. Oibbon alludes to letccri written to him by Miii Huiroy<i| when ii|t 
W4» returning from SwlcxctUndi along the Rhioci tp £aglaad. 

5 a Thcfe 



«S» LETTIXS n^OM MR. GIBBOH 

dumb ifitentioos* and iome burren remoifc ; nor have I 
deigned, exce^)t by a brief tniiEve from my chancellory 
to jeacprf is bow muck \ loved thftiuthoz^ md how mucJi 
X wts pleaftd vtth the coaipa&^« 'That anuaU^ iiut 

thoT I have known and loved from the Erft dtiWiiing of 
hec life and coqutiry, to the prefent maturity of her~t%i 
lenift ; ind atlong ul rctevn on thb (knets 1 floUpiuEr 
ioe, with the finne tender And even anxious cgncerni the. 
future fteps of her eflablirhment and liff. That efta- 
blifhment nmi\ be fplendid ; that life muft be happy. She 
la endowed with every gift of nature and fortune ; but 
the advantage which fhe will derive firotnthem> depends 
almofl entirely on hcrftlf. You muft not, you fhall 
not, think yourfdf unworthy to write to any man : 
there is none whom yout correfpondence would not 
amufe and fatisfy. I will not undertake a ta(k» whick 
my tafte would adopt, and my indolence would too foori 
relinquifh ; but I am really curious, from the hc(\ mo- 
tive5> to have a parucular account of your own fhidies 
and daily occupation. What books do you read ? and 
how do you employ your time and your pen ? Kxccj^t 
fomc profeiicd fcholars^ I have often obicrvcd that wo- 
snen in general read much more than men ; buty for 
want of a plan» a method* a fixed objcAf their read- 
hii; is of little bki^iit to themfclves> or rtlin v If ymi 
will intorm me of the ipecie:^ of reading to which you 
have the moil propeniity* I fhaU be happy to contribute 
my fliare of advice or affifiance. I lament that you have 
hoi left mc feme monument of your poncil. I.ady Eliza- 
beth lullcr has executed a \cry pretty drawing, taken 
from the door of the green-houfe where we dined Imit 
fummeri and tncludiag the poor Acacia (now recovered 
from the druel fhcers of the gardener), thr a A of the 
tcrr^cc^ the front of the Favilion, and aditlant view of 
the country* lake» and mountaina. I am almcft recon« 

cUed 
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iU LORD SHEl'FlLLi), AND OTH£KS. a6i 
9Kd t6 d'Apples' hbuf^s -Mkh % ntMf ilMihod. In^ 

Read of the mongers which Lord H..*rculcs Shf Ificld ex* 
ttrpatrd, the terrace U alrcadjr ihadcd with the new aca-» 
cU3 and pUntti^es ; Mad although the uncertaintjr of 
^ffelfitofireftraiiisinefrombttilding; Iniyfelf haveplaiit* 
cJ a bofquct at the bottom of the gardeiii with fuch ad- 
iwrable fkill that it affordjj Oiade without mtercepiing 

gofpe^t* The fociet/ of the afarefaid filiaa* of the 
uchefs of D. &c. has been very 'mtereHing ; but thiry 
%rc now flown bovond ihr Alps, and paf-* the \\ inter at 
Pifa. The Lcga; ds, who have long lincc left t his place* 
thould be at prefeat in Italy; but ! believe Mrs, Grim* 
fbcfw and her daughter returned to England. The Le* 
vadej arc highly flattered by yoin* rciucu>biancc. ^iwcc 
jfou ftill vctain fomc attachment to this Ueliginful country* 
.ind it is indeed delightful^ why flioi^ld you defpair of 
Yeeinf^ it once mote ? The happy peer or commoner* 
M hofo name you mny a(lum(^, is (\ill concealed in tfic book 
of fate; but whofocvcr he may be, he will cheerfully 
#bey your tomtomdSf of leading you from ' ■ ■ ' m 
Qaille to Laufanne, and from Lliufanne to Rome and 

JClaples. Before that event takes place, I wuy pjillibly 
tee you in SuiTex and, whether #s a vilitor or aa a fugiir 
|Hve> I hope %o be welcomed with a friendly embrace^ 
The delay of this yef r was truly painful, but it was inevif 
table ; and individuals mull fubmit to thofe ftoi la ; which 
have overturned the thrones of the earth. The tragic 
Aory of the Archbifliop of Aries 1 have i^ow fomewhat 
k Better right to require at your hands. I wi(h' to hata 
it ia ail its horrid details* \ and a3 you arc i><>w io much 

prungle4 

« Tlic AnAirer to ^fr. Oibboi^'s Utitt, it vmxjti, a ibe bed aeeouiu I 
ftaf« ftea of thi ^tfbarofi enuifaftkm aUn^t^ lo» S. . 

Siixf f ict.D-PiAPXf Novtmbcr 179J. 

YUUR fkrcc leftw received y<fterday caafed tht molt f»rccr« plcafujc to 
M eacKMifUlifd of d^i fmilly { to nont imtc thin myrc^. rrjife, (I fnr, 
bc/uaiaif diftKb) ^wv om «ri|olb Of loiti^ iio hk^f «')^ -^'^'^'^ 
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nongled vkk the Fzendi cxiUsy I am of opiiiion» that 
were you lo. keep s joimuil of all the tfitbentic faOa 

whkh 

ciaeaii IlbiBiKhiiSflitDpKienet itnwie plcafiof dwiX can defieribc I 
had not neglf^bd to make the colleftkm of hBU whkh yo<t 



«* whkh the great variety of unfortunate farfbw vtrbomiK fte^ or widi 
*^ we correfpond enables me to make. 

Ai CO nat part of your letter wliich refpefts my ftudiay I can only fay, 
the flighteft hiqt on that fobfefi is always received with the greateft gratitttdey 

and attended to with the utmoft punftuallty ; but I mufl: decline that topic 
** for the prefent) to obey your coiximaiKlsy which requite from me the horrid 
" account of the mafacre omx Cdmet.— Eight refpedable ecclefiaftics, landed* 
*f abont die b^inning of 0^ber» ^mman open boat at Seaford, wctattlie 
** waves. The natives of the coaft were endesvouiing to eet frum them what 
*f they hid not> (viz.) monry, when 3 gentleman ct the neighbourhood 
** came to their protection j and* Ending they had nothings fiiewed his good 
fenfei by dtfpatcbing than to MUord Sheffield s they had been pill^^ed» and 
1' «^th great difficulty had cfcaped from Paris. The reception they met with 
** at this houfe, feerrfd to make the greateil impre/non on them j they were 
** ineztacy«a Ending M. de Lally living : they gradually became cheeriul* 
** and enjoyed tSuat diooept they were greatly aiftAod a» they fCCoUcQed 
themfelveSf and found us attending on them. Having dtoed^ and drank • 
4* glafs of wine, they began to difcover the beauties of the dining-room, and 
of the chateau : as they walked about, they were overheard to exprefs their 
admiradoa at the treatment they met, and frm Fnt^awtu Wo than iMT* 
ftrabled in the library, ^rmed half a pircle round the fire, M. de Iddly and 
, ** Mi hird occupying the hearth i /'y?«r/w/<r, ani queftioning the pr'eft'; ron- 
** ceroing their efcape. T^us wjb discovered ^t two ftf thefc unxortunate 
men were h the Carmelite Convent at the time o^ the maflacie of the coe 
hundied and twenty priefts, and moil aufacoloufly elcaped, by din^ 
** ing tree3 in the garden, and f;om thence over the tops of the buildiayiw 
** One of them, a man ot iuperior appearance, defcribed, in the moft pathe* 
f* tic manner, the death of the Archbiihop of Aries, (and with fuch fmipLaity 
*' and ledtng, as to leave no doubt of the truth of a}} diat he faid,) to the 

*' following purport — On the fecond of September, abo..* f:vr o'clock in the 
** evening, at the time they were permitted to u 'lie ]n the garden, expe^lir*^ 
•< everjf hour to be rcieafed, they exgreiled tlieir lurp riic ac feeing fcvcroi large 

fttti, whieh had been digging'^ two days palls diey pidt the dayiaal- 
** moft fpent ; and yet Manuel told a perfon who interceded f3r us lift Tburf- 
** day, that on the bunday following r.or one ihould renuin in captivity: we 
<f ace Ititi prifoners ; fooo a^, tli«y heard ihouts, and fome mufciuet-lhots* 
i< 'An enfign of die national guar^, Ibme cominiflariei' of the Icfttonsy aodf 
** iome Marfeiilois ruftied in : the miferable viflims, who were dilpeiied ia 
** the garden, aHcmbled under the walls of the church, not daring to go in, 

left it (hould be polluted with blood. One man, who was behind the reft, 
** Wat Aat. * Femt de coup de fi^Sj <:ried ane of the chieA of the aflaffina^ 

thinicii^ that kind oF death too cufy. 'Thefe well -trained fuQlecrs went to 
** the rear J piques, les baches, Ics pwgnards cjmc forwutd. They de- 
<< nunded the Arciibiihop of Aries ; he was immediately furrouoded by alt 
** theprieftt. The woiidiy prelate fdd to hia frieuds ' Letnrcpafs; if my 
" blood 'will appeafe them, what figmfiea it, if 1 die f I it not my duty to 
" prefrn'C your lives at the expence of my rwn He afked the el^cl^ of tiir 

priclU to give him abfolution: he knel: to receive itj and when he arole, 
it forced bimfelf from them, admrnced fbwly, and with his arms crofled upon 

hia bieafty and hia ayes ndlbd la hcawtn, faid to the ai&ffim, < J^f^^' 
fM waw ehnJk*,* Hi* affciMnc^ was fo d^gaiAed and noblci that, dur* 
* • ■ V 
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vrbich they relate^ it would be an agreeable excrcife «t 
pnXent aodafutore fourceof emcrtainiociitandinftrjicr 
lion* 

I fhould be obliged to you> if you. would make^ or 
£ad> fome excuie for my not ajifwering a letter from 
your uanu which was pacefented to me by Mr. Fowkr. 
I ihewed hin feme drilides* but he is now a poor inva- 

lid:, confined to his room. By lier channel and yuuisl 
{houid be glad to have fome informaUon of the health, 
^irits» and iituation of Mrs* Gibbon of Bath» whofe 
alarms (if (he has any) you may dil^el, {She is in my 

dvbt. Adieu ; mofl tiui^ yuuia, 

ing ten minutes, not one of thefe wretches ha4 eoan^ to Kft lyt Imd agalnft 

** him ; rhcy upbraiJrd each olhir with cn\v:iHiCc, and advanced 5 on;' look 
« from this veneuble ipanitruclc ti^emjtyiih awe, and ti>«y retired. Ac UA, 
*' one of the mifcrefliits ftnick off the cap of the ArchbUhop v/irh a pike $ 
refpedt once violated, their t'ary returned, and another trom behind cufihim 
thioiij'h C.c fk ill with a fibre. He raifcd his right hand to his eyes j wllji 
•* another ilroke they cut off hit hand. The Ardibiijiop faid, 0! munDiCuf 
ani^ raifed the other: a third Itruke acro^;» the fjce ieU him Cium^i iiv^ 
** Aroith extended him nifelefs on the ground } and then ell prefled fiinierdy 

and buried their pikes aid ooigiurds in ihe body. T»ie piic.1» all agreed, , 
*• thlt h«* hjJ bcpn one of th'- m.'Il ami.ibh' m^rn in Fr.T.ce ; and ••If it liii only 
cr'mu WAS, ix.wiiij{, iince tUe revuiutiou, expended his private tortuney U> 
ftfpport the neceOitotts clergy of hi* dioeeie. The feeond vi^m wes the Oe^ 
nerat des BcneJi^ins. Then the national gowds pblif^eJ il^e priefti to go in* 
** to the church, relling them, they fliould appear, ont; afier another, oerbre 
the CommiiTiires dufe^ion. They hid hi^dly enier^d, b^i'ore the people 
impatienlly tailed tot them ; upon which, ail kfleeling befbre Che altaff the 
** Bithop of BeaMT4ii gave them abTokition : they were then obliged to go oiaf^ 
*• two by two; they ptfTe^ before a comniifTaire, who did not cjacil on, but fii- 
f< ly counted[y hit vidtims f \ they h-id in their fight the heap$ or dcaJ, t i 
which they were going to add. Amoi^ the one hundred and twenty pricltf 
that facrinced, were the Bifhopeof i&aiiiteaand fieiuva-i (both of the Koche* 
foucaiild fimlly.) I fhouJd not oti^it to rem iL, fh.it ont of <hc pricftt 
** obfervc 1 tl;fy uere affjiJinated , bcc.iufr th?y wxjuid not fwear to a ton^tituti- 
** oa whiwh thar murderers had detlroycd. We (h.^d co comfort u. for thif 
** melaocboly ftory) the Qioft grateAil expreffiooa cf gratitude tow;^ the 
•* £ngli(h natiooi 'fy/m whom they did not do ui the jaftice to expeft fuch f 
• * reception. 

4* There can be no doubt that th^ whole bulincl j of ihe madicres wa^ con- 
«* cefted at • meeting at the Duke of Orleans** houfe. 1 Iball make you aa 
*f 4ifma] ai myfelf by thig mmdon. 1 Qiuft change ihe ftyle*. 

Worn eft lend qiuedfle^oceaiefn 
' Imivmerom p«s magna peiU i 

LvcAVf V. 110. %m 
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» Edward GiiiiJON ii/^. to the Ri^ht Uun. Lady SatF- 

ri&LD. 

- * . LAVtAKirY, NofMiKr f ethy 1792. 

T COULD n<*ver forgive myfelf, were I capable of 
writing by the fame po^, a political cpUlle to the fa- ' 
ther> aad a friendly letttr to the dAUghteri \irithout lend- 
ing tny token of remeoibraiice to tlie lefpeAable natros, 
my deareft my Lady, whom I have now loved as :i iillt r 
for fomething better or woric thaa twenty years. No> 
indeed* the hhlorian may be carel^b) he nay be indo^ 
lenty he may always intend and ne?er exeoite, but ha ia 
neiiher a monfler nor a flatuc ; he has a memory, a con- 
fcience> a heart, and that heart is fincerely devoted to 

Lady S « He muft even acknowledge the fallacy of 

a fophifm which he has fometimes ufed^ and ihe has al* 
vavs and mofl truly denied ; that, where the perfons of 
a family are llh6tly united^ the writing to one is in fa& 
"writing to all ; and that confequently all lus numerotia 
letter^ to the hufband* may be conlidered as equally ad-^ 
drefled to his wife. He f^els, on the contrary, that fc- 
parate minds have their diftin^l ideas and fentimcn^» and 
that each charader* either in fpeaking or wridng> haa 
its peculiar tone of convcrfation. He agrees with the 
maxim of Roufleau, that three friends who wilh to dif- 
clofc a common fccretf will impart it only diux 4 dnuf,i 
and he is fatisfied thaty on the prefent memorable occa* 
lion* each of the perfons of the Sheffield family v ill 
claim a peculiar fliarc ?n this triple miffive, wliich will 
communicate, however, a triple fat:ofa61ion. The ex- 
perience of what may be eflc6led by vigorous refolu- 
tton, encourages the hiftorian to hope that lie fhall cad 
the Ik ill of the old ferpcnt, and hercalter fliew himfclf 
as a new creature. 

I lament, on all our accounts, that the lafi year's ex-> 
pcdition to Laufanue did not take place in a guidtn pe- 
riod. 
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TO LORD SHEFFIELD, ANt) OTHERS, t^i 

Ifea, of health fthd TpiiitB. But wfetnttft titft 

human felicity is feldom without alloy ; and if canhdt 
indulge the hope of your making a fecond Vifit to LlU- 
Iktatc, *we muft look fotwnds to my reQdtnide ticxt tjiuo^ 
met lit 

f health, fpirits, and beauf^. I tah pcrceWt; 
by aU public and private intelligence, thkt four htJufe hat * 
beeh ihe open hofpitable afyluift of French fugitives; 
iMid It is a fuiftcient proof of the fivmhefs lof f6nt Aerm» 

that you have not been overwhelmed ot agltaied by fadi 
a contourfe of Grangers, Cariqlity and cofnpalfion itiay, 
§n fome degree^ have fuppotted yoXi* Ertry day ha^ 
)irftfetited to your view fome new feefie bf that i^Mtg^ 

tragical i oma|ce, \vhich occupies all Europe foinfittitel;^ 
beyond any event that has happened in our time, and 
you have the fatisfadion of not being a mere fpedatdir 
^f the diftrefs t)f fo many viftims of falfe liberty. Thfe 
benevolent fame of LordS. is widdy diffafed. 
•* From Angletinc's lait letter to Al aria, you have alrea<^ 
ibme idea of the melancholy ftate of har poor fkther. 
As long as Mir, dc Scvcry allDwed oUr hbpes aaid fears t6 
iiu6luatc with the changes of his diforder, I was unwil- 
ling to fay any thing on fo painful a fubje^ ; and ifn 
^nA the'deepeil concern that I now ebnf^sd but id){blute 
def pair of his recovery. All his particulat complainti * 
arc now loft in a general difToliuion of the whole frame; 
^ery principle of life is exhaufled^ and as ofteA as I ant 
Admitted to bb bed-fide, though he ftill looks and Ibiil^ 
\\ ith the patience of an angel, I have the hcah-felt grief 
of feeing him each day drav. ing heater* to the term of iiis 
cddftence. A few weeks> po^bly a few days^ will dd** 
prive me bf the mod excelleht friend, and bteak fdf eve^ 
the moft perfe61: fyftem of domeftichapplnefs, in whicli I 
had fo large ahd intimate a iliate, Wilhelm (who haa^ 
obtained leave of abfence from his military duty) andhia 
fitter behave and feel lik<^ tender and, dutiftll ehildtan i 

■ W 
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Jbut they have a long gay profpe61 of Vifc, and new con-- 
psS^fQUBp new families will make them iorget» in due 
' tinc^«tbeiBOsninonlotofiiiortMtty* Butitia MMUme dft 
Severy whom I truly pity; I drtMd the efieda of thft. 
6x& fhock^ and I drcud ftill more the deep perpetual 
oonfuqung/iSiAioa foi ik lo& which can never be retriev- 
fd<r You wiU act wpnder that fixch refleAiops fadde^ 
jay own mind, nor can I forget how much my fituatioo 
IS altered ^ce I rctireds nine years ago> to the bianks of 
|he Lqnaj^ Lake^ The death of poor Pey verdiui &cSt 
d^riTed me of a domeftic compamon* who can never be 

Supplied; and youv vifit has only ferved to remind mc 
|hat man> however amufed and occupied in his dofet^ wa^ 
not made to live alone* Severy wUl foon be no more ; 
ills widow for a long tune» perhaps for ever, will be loft 

to herfelf and her friends, the foa will travel, and I fliall 
j^^ icit a ilranger in^ tj:ie iniipid circle of mere cojzunon 
acquaiaunce. The revoliiuon of France^ which firft 
embittered and divided the fociety of Laufanne> has op- 
pofed a barrier to my SufTcx vilit, and may finally expel 
jne from the paiadiic which I inhabit. Even that par%- 
dife> the expeniive and delightful efiabUflunent of mj 
Jboufe^ library, and garden, almoft becomes an inctimr 
brance, by rcnderin^^ it more diflficiik for mc to relinquifh 
jaiy hold« o^ to form a new fyRcm of lii'e in my native 
country^ for which my income, thougl^ improvied an4 
improving) would be probably infufficient. But every 
complami fliould be filenced by the contemplation of the 
French ; compnrcd with whofe cruel fate# all mifery it 
yelauve h^ppineftt I pprfe£Uy concur in your pardality 
for Lally ; though Nature might forget fome meaner inr 
grcdients^ of prudence, oeconomyj &Cp fhc never 
formed a purer hearts or a brighter imagiaatipm |f ht 
)>e with youi I beg my kiadejd faluutions to him. I am 
every day more clofely united with the Neckci s. Sho uld 
]F^a^cc breaks and this country beover-iun# they would 
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be reduced* in very humble circumftances> to feek a re- 
Hitge; and where but ia England ? Adieu» dear MM^mt 
there is, mdeedy mucb pleafure in dtfcharging one's 

iieart to a real friend. Ever yours. 

Edward' iSxBBON £fy* to the Right Hon. Lord Smw- 

FI£LD. 

£Send me a Lift of thefe Leuen, with their refpedtive datet.} 

LAtfsAinifCy Nor. 25th» 179s* 

AFTER the triple labour of my iaR difpatclip your 
experience of the creature might tempt you to fuf- 
fe& that it would again relapfe into a long dumber* 
But> partly from the fptrit of contradidion* (though I 
am not a lady,) and partly from the eafe and plea{\xre. 
which 1 now Hnd in the talk, you fee me again alivCii 
awake> and almoft faithful to my hebdomadal promife. 
The lall week has not> howeveri afforded any events de* . 
ferving the notice of an hiftorian. Our affairs are (till 
floating on the waves of the convention, and the rati- 
£caUon of a corrected treaty, which had been £xed 
for the twentieth* is not yet arrived; but thereport of the 
diplomatic committee has been &vourable» and it is ge» • 
ncrally underftood that the leaders of the French re- 
public do not wi(h to quarrel with the Swifs. We aro* 
gradually withdrawing and dilbanding oi^r militia. Ge- 
neva will be left to link or fwim, according to the hu- 
mour of the people; and our laft hope appears to be, 
that by fubmiifion and good behaviour we fhall avert for 
fome tune the impending ftorm, A few days ago an 
odd accident -happened in the French army ; the defers 
tion of the general. As the Neci:ers were fitting, about 
dght o'clock in the evenings in their drawing-room at . 
Rolle*! the door flew open* and they were aftounded 
by their fervant's announcing Moufieur h General de 
Moniefyuiou^ On the receipt of fume fecrct inteiii- 
• A confideraUc lonn betwccs I«Mifiaoetii4 Geicva 

* 
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gencc of a de ret itaccufatwrt, and an order to arrcft hitn, 
ht hid only ^mh iogti oh horfebtck> to giUbp thtougli 
<^e¥a» to like boa^ tor Copet> ttid to efctp^ from Us 

purfiicrs, who were ortlcrcd to fcizf WlAfilltc or drad. 
He left the Ncckcrs after iupper> fxafied through Lau-^ 
ianiic in the night» mkI proceeded to 4tnie and Bafle> 
whence he intended to wind hW wa^r through Gemnuift 

amtdft enemies of everv dcfcripuuii, and to feek a re- 
fuge In l!/ngland> America^ or the moon* He toid 
Keeker^ that the folc reamant of his f ortvne eonfifted. 
Sn a wretched fum of twenty thonfand Ihrres ; but thft 

}Mihlic report, or fnfpicion, bcfpeaks him ui much better 
circ^mftances. Bdides the reproach of ading with too. 
mch tuneneia and delay* he it iccufed of nyiking wy 
feel and exorbkant contrada ; and it b certab thai new 
Spana is infedtcd with this vice beyond the example of 
^e moH corrupt monarchy. Kellerman is arrived* 
lo take the cosunand | and it is apprehended that on 
Aa firft of Deceniber> after the departure of the Swtft» 

the Frt iivh may rrqurjl the pcrmilfion of ufing Geneva, a 
friendly city, for their winter quarters. In -tliat cafe^ 
fhe demoarancal revolution^ which- we ail forefee* will 
ke Tcry fpeedily efie&ed* , 

I would alk you, whether you apprelicnu liicrc was 
luiy treafon in the Duke of Bruafwick's r^tfeat, an^. 
whether yon h^ve totally withdrawn your confidence 
^nnd eiteem from that onee<>famed general? ¥rt9 it 

be polfible for England to preferve her neutrality with 
any honour or Mety } We arc bounci, as I underit^d», 
by treaty* to guarantee the dominions of the Sang j^S 
Sarduiia and the Attiirian provincea of tht Netherbnds* 
Thefe countries are now inv'idcd and over-run hv the 
French. Can we relufe to iullil our engagements* with- 
out cxpoiing ourfdvca to all Europe as a perfidions 
or pulillanipoua nauon? Yet» on the other hand» 
f^a we affift ^pfe ^es^ wi^out plunging heiiJlong 

into 
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into an abyfs^ wk>re kowm 9» man c%a 4^fipciT«c i Bh% 
chief «ud«i^« f$»r Q^vda«ieAie tv^%iuUi]r; toxt 
muft find a repeat io England^ fhould I be driven from 
Laufaoae. The ki^» of firid and honourabk union of 
pftxdai fdfiafes out inueh; but xou auft firank^y uzifol4 
what are the great cfificuLtiea that M]i impede fo Uint»i% 
Tf a meafure : you write to a man difcreet in fpeechy 
and now careful of papers. Yet what can fuch a 
coalitLoa avail ? Whci:e is the champion of the conlU- 
i Gi|ildfo];d ! X am in^ch ^eafeci 

with the .MancheCiar Afs. The aSes or wolves who fa- 
^ificed hw l^ave c^. qff the maik too foon ; and fuchj 
na^sftsifioil aft nHlft open. the eyes of vmy Timp^ 
patriot»» who HMgitf hav« l^een le4 aftray by the fpecw 
oiis name of reform. It fkould be made as nqtorioi;^ 
aa poi&ble. Ne^t w#tpr 9|^y be the crifis of ouj |at^ 
and if you htpu to iow^ojve the comftitation* you n^y 
he driyea Sep by ftep hem the dud^nif^hifeiaeii^ 
old Sarum to the King in Newgate, the Lords voted 
ufelefs* the Bilhops abglifl>ed,. and a lloufe of comnjiona 
vithottC aitidea (Jim cy^^}* Ne^Kfs has •ord^ed y qii^ 
aaopf o£ his royal deli9nce»whii;hh^i|ietwith» an4de« 
ferved, univerfal ^nccds. The pathetic and argumenta- 
tive pacts are» in ny opinion* equally gqod> and his 
mild cLpqueace may perfuade without irriuting. ) have 
applied t« this gender tone fome verfcs of Ovid, (Meta- 
morph. 1. iii. ^oz, ckc.' ) which you iiiay read. Ma- 
dame de Stacl has produced a fecond fqn, Si^e talks 
wildly enough of vifuing England tlua n^rinter. She. is % 

« • 

* QiKt tunes ufqoe poteft* vim fitu d«mene tentit* 
Ncc> quo wntiaiahum dejeccrat tgne Typh«a» 
Hojic tmnlvir eoi oiiiildMt ftritadt ia ilk. 
Bib Uiw» MuMBi cmitim Cyckvwi 
8«vitMB» aampflHiye iiunai« nutnis iiapri 
T«UiesttB4airocaDtSopen. 

. . pleaftai 
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pleafant Httlc woman. Poor Severy's conduion is hope-' 
Ids. Should he drag through the iinnter» Madame de' 
S. would fcarcdy fnnrWe hSm. She kills heifelf with 

grief arid fatigue. What a differciice in Laufannc ! I 
hope triple anfwers are on the road. I muil write foon i 
the iffiws win not allow me^to read or think* £Ter yours* 

To the Same. 

LAVSAMifif Die. I4dif 179*. 

/^UR little ftorm has now completely fublidedy and 

we arc again fpectators, though anxious fpeclators, 
of the general tctupefl that invades or threatens ahnoit 
every country of £urope. Our troops are every day 
^(banding and returning home^ and the greateft part 
cf die French have evacuated the neighbourhood of 
Geneva. Moniieur Barthelemy> whom you have feen 
ifecretary mLondon> is mod courteouily entertained> as 
ambafiador9 by the Helvedc body* He as now at Berne* 
where a diet \^ ill fpccdily be convened ; the language on 
hoth fides is now pacihc> and even friendly> and iorne 
Iiopes are ^ven of z provifion for the officers of the- 
Swi^ guards who have furvived. the maflacres of Paris* 

January ift, i 795. 

WITH the return of peace I have relapfed into my 
former indolence; but now awakening* after a fort- 
night*^ ilumber> I have little or nothing to add^ with 
regard to the internal ftate of this country, oiily the 
revolution of Geneva* has already taken place, as I an- 
nounced* but fooner than I expe&ed. The Swiis troops 
had no fooner evacuated the place> than the Egalifeurs 
as tliey arc called, affcmblcd in arms ; and as no reli fiance 
was made> no blood was fhed on the occafion. They 
feized the gates^ difarmednhe garrifon* imprifoned the 
magiftratesy imparted the rights of citizens to all the 
labble of the town and country, and proclaimed a iVii- 
tictml ConvcnUQA* which has not yet met. They are 

aU 
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inay be TtqulHte to encounter our mad or iR^'^ik^ ci\Mpiej| 
ivith eqi^&i T^jp behavlou]^ of Fox does not fu]^<^ 

prLfe inf« YqH r«Bit9i)t>cr wli^ I ¥44 yptil^ft, y€«p 

"^iroi^ ^MTve ipov cn^OiKd, the divrupg fnVvnWs of tlkft 
coaftitimon; hat I stiQV iear th^ mcidhr^to vell^ 

meaiieis> reformers. Po not,, I befeech you, tamper 
yfi'uh^ p^lj;»ijapnj^yy leprefentation. The prefept i^ouTo 
^ cpnuQoi^ formsi^ iix fm^Ua, tk body of GeQ[|tmei^ 
who m&ft tfurays fympatlw wit^ the mteveftsaad o|n<« 
liions of the people ; :ind the flighteft innovation launches 
^u> withoul ludckr or compaisj oa a dark and dan-r 
gerouB QCican^ of theoretical expcrwnt* Qi^thi» fal^ 
jfB. I am indeed feiriowi* 

Upon the \vhole, I like the beginning of ninety-thrco 
better tii^R the ead of ninety-two. The ill u lion lecma 
t» break a^ay dirbughout £i|Top^ I ^linl^ Engiajid 
and Switzerland are fafe. Qrabant- adheres to the oU| 
conflitution. The Cot mans arc dlfgufteci vith the ra- 
pine and, infolencc of their deln orors. The pope is re- 
folved to head his aniues> and th^ {^assaroM of Naples 
have prefented St. Januarius with a gold fiizee> to fiTo 
on the Brigands FTan9ois. So much for politics, m Inch 
tin now never had fuch poITeflion of my mind. Ne^t 
poft I viU write about myfelf and 9iy oyr^ defigins. Alasy 
your poor eyes 1 make the Maria wri^e ; I will fpee^ 
dily anfwcr her. My Lady is ftill dumb. The German 
poits are aow flow and irregular* You had better write 
by the way of France^ under cover. Dire^^ to 

Adku; ever yours. 
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TothiSame, 

* » 

La vtANNty January 6di9 1791, 

THERE WIS fonnerly a time wfafn. our comfpon* 
dence was a painfiil difcuffion of my private af« 

fairs ; a vexatious repetition of lodes, of ciifappoint- 
ments, of falcs, Sec. Thcfe affairs arc decently ar- 
wiged : bat pubUc cares have now f acceeded to private 
anxiety* and our whole attention is lately turned frofa 

Xtiibornagh and Benton, to the political ftate of France 
and of Europe. From thefe politics, however, one let- 
ter (haU be free* while I talk of myfelf and of my own 
plans ; a fubjeft moft interefting to a friend^ and only 

10 a friend. 

I know not whether I am forry or glad that my ex- 
pe(&tion has been poftpon^ to the prefent year. It is 
true> that I now wiih myfelf in England* and almoft 
Tepent that I did not graip the opportunity M^hen the 
obftacles were comparatively fmaller than they are now 
Iflcdiy to prove. Yet had 1 reached you lad fummer be- 
fore the month of Auguft, a confiderable portion of my 
time would be now elapfeJ, and T fliould already begin 
to think of my departure. If the gout fhould fparc 
me this winter^ (and as yet i; have not felt any fymp- 
torn,) and if the fpring fhould make a foft and early 
appearance, it is my Intention to be with you in Down-* 
ing^fbeet before the end of April, and thus to enjoy lix- 
weeks or two months of the moil agreeable feafon of 
London and the neighbourhood* after the hurry of 
parliament is fubfided, and before the great rural dif- 
periion. As the bani^s of the Rhine and the fielgic 
provinces are completely ovcrfprcad with anarchy and 
war, I have made up my mind to pafe through the ter^ 
jitoried of the Frencli republic. From tt^t belt and moft 
recent information, I am fatisfied that there is little oT 
,no real danger in the journey ; and I muft aim myfelf 
with patience to Support the vexatious infolence of demo- 
Vql. L T cratical 
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craticti tyranny. I hare even a fort of curiofity to fpcud 
fome days at Pari$> to affift at the debates of the Pan- 

daciiK n.um, to feck an introdiiclion to ilic principal de- 
vils, and to contemplate a new form oi public and pri- 
Tate life, which never cxiftcd before, and Mliich 1 devout* 
ly hope will not loiig continue to exift. Should the tfb^ 
Hades of health or weather conffue me at Laufanne tTH* 
the month of May, I (hall fcarcely be able to refill the 
temptation of paffing fome part at lead of the iinmner 
in my own little paradife. But all thefe fehetiies mfft 
ultimately depend on the great qucftinn of peace or 
•war, which will indeed be fpeedily dctennined. biiould 
Prance become impervious to an Englifh iraveller> 
what muft I do ? I -ftiaU not eafily rcfolve to explore 
my way through tiic unknown lai^guage and abumina- 
blc roads of the interior parts of Germany, to embark 
in Holland, or perhaps at Hambnrgh, and to be ft« 
nally intercepted by a French privateer. "My ftay 'ih 
^England appears not lefs doubtful than the means of 
tranfporting myfelf. Should I arrive in the ipring, it is 
poiBble, and barely poifible, that I fhould return )ier& 
in the autumn, it is much more probable that I fliall 
pafs the winter, and there may be even a chance of my 
giving my own country a longer trial. In my letteir 
to my Lady I fairly expofed the decline of Latffannei 
•butfuchan eftablifhment as mine muft not be !-c;]!tly 
abandoned ; nor can I difcpver what adequate mode 
of life my. private circumftances, eafy as they now ate, 
could afford me in England. London and Bath hav<e 
doubtlcfi) their refpe6live merits, and I couilI v. '.ii: to 
refide within a days journey of bheincld-Place. But a 
flate of perfed happinefs is not to be found here below; 
.and in the poiTeffion of my library, houfe, and gar- 
den, with the relic ks of our fociety, and a fre- 
quent intercourfe witli the Neckers. I may ftUi be 
toleiiibly content* Amoi^ the difidbrous changes 

Lauf^e^ 
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Laufannc, i mnft praetp^Ux feduw ^ •mpichiug 
dtfohttkm of poor* Stwy and his family. He is ftUl 
•Kve, but in lucii iiupeief^ and painful decay, that wc 
no longer conceal qixt wiflics fojr bit fpee4y r^e^fe* I 
loved nor efteemed Jiui fo much as in Um laft 
Aorttldifietie^ whichhcfuppom witha degree of energy, 
patience, and even cheerfulncrs, beyond all bftl^cf. His 
wife, wijofe whole time and fool ar« derottd tp him, is 
oteoft^inktog ttnder her long anxiety. The children arc 
Bwft tnwaWy 'arduous to both th<eir parents, and at aJl 
events, his iUial duties and wordly caica muft detain the 
ion fame time at home. 

And now approach, and let me drop into your moft 
^fivate ear, li literary fecrct. OF tijc Mcuums llnlc 
has been done and with that little I am not iktisfied. 
They muft be poftponed till a mature feafon ; and I 
aacfa douht whether the book and the Authur can ever 
'fee the light at the fame time. But I have long revolv- 
ed in my mind another fchcme of biogn^ical writing i 
the Lives, or rather the Charaam, of the moft emi- 
nent Perfons in Arts and Arms, in Church and State, who 
have floLirlOied in Britain from the reign ot Henry the 
Eighth to the prefcat age. Thia work extenftve a» it 
amy be, would bean amufement, rather than a toH : the 
materials are aceelliblc in our own language, and for 
the moft part, rc i jy to my hands: but the fabjed, which 
would attbrd a rich difplay of human nature and do- 
meftic hiftory, would powerfully addrels itWf to the 
fedings of every E ^glifliman. The tafk or fafluua of 
the times feems to delight in pl6>uiefque decorations i 
and this feries of Britifli portraits mighiaptly be accpm* 
panied by the refpe6tlvc heads, taken from originals, 
and engraved by the beft mafters. Alderman Ji( yjcll, 
and liis fon-in-law, Mr. George Nicol, bookfcUer in Pail- 
inall, are the great undertakers in this line. Oh mf 
arrival in £ngknd I (hall be free to confidifr, whether 

T z ^ it 
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it may ^mt me to proceed in a nere Itteraiy woik with* 

out any other decorations than thofe which it may de- 
rive trom the pen of the author. It is a ferious trutb^ 
that lam no longer ambitious of fame ormontjr; that 
my habits of induitry are mach impaired^ and that I 
have reduced my (Indies, to be the loofc amufcmeat 
of my morning hours, the repetition of which will infoi* 
lilidy lead me to the laft term of exiftence. And for this 
very reafon I fhall not be forry to Wnd myfelf by a liberal 
• engagement, from which I may not with honour recede. 

Before I conclude,, we muft fay a word or two of par- 
liamentary and pecuniary concerns, i. We all wdmxt 
the generous fpirit with wMch you damned the afiaffins 
• *. I hope that ♦ * • * • The opinion of 
parliament in favour of Louis was declared in a manner 
worthy of the reprefentadves of a great and a wifeMti- 
on. It will certainly have a powerful effeft ; and if the 
poor King be not already murdered, I am fatisfied that 
his life is infafety: but is f uch a life worth hisoure? 
Our debates will now become every day more intereft- 
3ng ; and as I expert from you only opinions and anec- 
dotes, I mo it earneftly conjure you to fend me Wood- 
fairs Regider as often (and that muft be very often) as 
the occafion defenres it. I now fpare no ezpence for news. 

I 'want fome account of Mrs. G.s health. Will my 
Lady never write ? How can people be fo indolent 1 I 
fuppofe this will find you at Sheffield-Place during the 
recelS) and that the heavy baggage will not move till after 
the birth-day. Shall I be with you by the firft of ^lay ? 
The Gods only know. I almoft wiih that 1 ixad accom- 
panied Madameade Stael. Ever yours. 

I To the Samtm 

Begun Fefc. 9,«cndcd Feb. i8, 1793. 

*T*HE flmggle is at length over, and poor dc Sevcry 
is no more ! He cj^pircd about ten days ago^ after 

every 
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^ery vital principle had been eachaufted by a complica- 
tion of diforders, which had lafted above five months: 
and a mortiiication in one of his Iegs> that graduaiiy rofe 
to the more noble parts^ was the immediate caufe of hb 
death* His patience and even cheerfalneti fupported bim 
to the fatal moment ; and he enjoyed every comfort that 
could alleviate ins lituatipn, the Ikill of his phyficians, 
the arduous tenderneis of his family^ and the kind fym<* 
patby not only of bis particular friends^ but even of com»- 
non acquaintance, and generally of the whole town. 
The ftroke lias been feverely felt, yet I have the fads- 
fiction to perceive that Madame de Severy s health is not 
affeded ; and we may hope that in time (he will recover 
a tolerable fhare of compofare and happinefs. Her 
firmnefs has checked the violent ialiies of grief ; her 
gentleoeis has preferved her from the worft of fymptoms» * 
a dry» lUent defpair. She loves to talk of her irreparable 
lofs, flie defcants with pleafare on his virtues ; her 
words arc interrupted with tears, but thofe tears are her 
beft relief ; and her tender feelings will infeniibly fubfide 
into an affeftionate remembrance.'* Wilhehn is much 

more 

\ Elle nV{( p!uG, cette epouie vertueufc, cctte nese a^oree, cett? anue 
fiirect conftantc, dont M. Gibbon avoit fi bien fenti le prix, dont iJ parlc dvcc 
tape d'interety auprcs de U^uellc, et de Ton rdpciljblc epoux, it avoit paiTe 
4anS les doueeurt d^ane anutw intime les dix derniercf uuiees de fa vie, doot itm 
cieur avoic adoptc tcj enf.ins ! 

C-U'uM '.nc, fyiuifr!, j:Kq'icIInc de ChauJicu, n.'i; .\ I-uiLinnc" lo -5 Fcvrlcr 174! 
avoit rcja de la niture la iujite ct la beaucc \ une education loigsiuc :iv oit ajoute 
4 ces heureiix dans les connoilTances les plus agi cables et lei pltis utile j^iinret 
«ax principes fermes d^une religion celairee et douce, i.a frcqueotatiun habU 
(ucllc des pcrfomtes Icj plus dtttinguers, pjr Icur iriciite, l<:ur nuifTAricc ou 
heurs talcni, avoit perr'ciitionnc Touvr-'^c de la nature ct de I cducatioji. — Lllc 
epoufj cn 1766 M. de Charierc dc bcven, ec aHura par cct hcurcux mariagu* le 
4oa!ieur auquel elle avoit droit de pi^tenJre.— Sans entrer dans le detail de fet 
vcrtus privccs et idivcs, nous noui cuiU?iKcrons dc dire que* MaJinx^ dt- *)cvcri 
fut aili-rr p:ridant le cours de fi vii- les devoirs Ici plus ujtp.ilc s trr. ,1/ p livrci.-, 
avcc one tmiure de f^gdic, i;ujL dc la rtiicxion et de J.i pitic, (qu elle iui cuu- 
dlier le talent de plaire avec la plus rcrtipuleufe referve* rcc«voir avec difccme- 
men: les hom<grs qu*on rend a la jeuaeirc it a \x tenure, etcoafervtr daii« ua 
fteclc d'incoiili.oucnce ct de Ic^a ' • nnc pure*. an;:t"r:cu<? 

Heureule dans Tintcrieur dc la ua.utc, dun^ ic^ u-i.es, a U vtlle, dans fcs 
• loct^eff 1^ plus briUantes, elle etoi: pariout a fa place^ partout confideree «e 
rrfpcQe1e> uoo Iudjuc naladie Itti cnlcva le ^9 Jaoviet 1793 un ^poii& cMn. 

S«i 



Digitized by Google 



•79 ' i£TT£RS FROM UK. GIBBON 

.more deeply wounded than I could tmagme, or tlm be 
expe&ed hioifelf : jtior have I ever feen the fiffiiftiosi of m 
fon more lively tnd iineere. Severy vib indeed a ver^r 

va.iuabic man : without a.iiy iliining qualifications, he u as 
endowed in a high degree with good icnie, honour^ an4 
benevolence | and few men have filled with more pro« 
pricty their circle in private life. For myfelf^ I have ha4 
the nii.^fortunc of knowing him too laif, and of lofmg 
iiim tuo foon. But enough of this melancholy fubje(^» 
The affiiirs of this theatre, which muii always bo 
jnfaiutey are itow grown fo tame and tranquil, that they 
no lunger dcfcrvc the hiftorian's pen. The new con- 
llitutioA of Geneva is ilowiy forming> without mucit 
noifeor any blood^fhed ; and thepatriots» whohavo 
ftaid m hopes of guiding and reftraining the multitude^ 
• flatter themfelvcs that they fhall be able at lead to pre- 
vent their mad countrymen frOm giving themfelvcs to the 
Frenchi the only mtfchief that would be abfolutely ine- 
trieveablc. The revolution of Geneva is of lefs con- 
fequencc to us, how ever, than that of Savoy ; but our 
fate will depend on the general event* rather than on 
thefe particular caufes* In the mean while we hope to 
be quiet fpe61ators of tlic ftrugglc of this ) car ; and we 

firs ff^ins, fcs vcillcs, ct fi profonic douknr n'abattlrent point foo courage ; die 
c r fdl' iL ffs rni .ns, ft f f rfificit cn Itiir ii»cutvju;inr Its priiicipes d'une religion 

Vllc cnvifagcj tt-ujours conimc Taiylc Jc plu^ -rtuic J^n* Jc niaJhcur, clle 
pleurok encore dans h retr^ite cct epoiix fi tendrrment >iitic } lorfquVIle cut dc 
nouvcllc3 larmci a vrilVr fur ! » iv.ort dc M. Gibbon. L'r trms ccmmcnjott i 
peine a eic itrirrr crs (jeux IKirurcsj 1: U!; .innt'ts i'« u^'wur ccouk'cs ih ; i'> la mort 
6t inn eptiux, deux ans ct unjour depui: uiic dc hi. Cibiwn] clle corr.mriijoic 
« embeltir, a animef la foci^tc par fa prtfrnce 5 fi frjirhciir, A Lcautc, J4 00- 
b!' (Tc dc fon port fixment lei regard.- j f lie fc miwitra, ct difjuruf. maladir, 
qui cut divcr> r^rucUrc :, ne fut nj I.n-fi; • -l ('< ijo'irc iife j l ifcrcMtc d'une 
ame pure l accompagna fjn& anguiilc au ftin cu rcprs ( tnnrl Ic 17 J niv"^. 1 796. 

Madame dc Serrri laiiTi deux enfoni M. W. dc Scviri, (^uc M. Gwbtm (ait 
fufiiiUmmeirir ccnnoitre, par crs xnoTc Inftrin dana fontcftament {** wbeni | 
•* wiili t(- ftylc l.y the « '-.drMiirii^ nnmt- of for,") ct M. A'^pkfinr dc 5cveii, 
fcicn proprt- a nppcllrr I( fuuvcnir df ; fjr.icf s, t-t «.rs vcrru? Jc U jr.crc j Ic boo- 
hrur doutjcuint it cctte f..niii!c danr, la fucitic inu'rrx ct contiuuc d'uue nxre qui 
f-.ij'n U nr rrriDriire arr ie rend leurpcrte irrtpirable, et Irur dcmleur dc'cbennr* 
jl'; r.f r Mftrndeiir a d'.Uitrcs conr^bti* rw qu' a ctltts (]iic 1« ur prcieiircra cctte le- 
Vy^n {Hue doot kur v r ueufe outst a foit Kcri&etdaaslcun ceurt Icapiincipct 
cojifulateurt. . 

fccm 
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TO WJ^D SHJ^f FI£LD^ AND OTHERS. 179 

feem to have affuranf es that both the Emperor and the 
rrcnch will compound for the neutrality of the Swiiiu 
Thfi Helvetic body does not aclhiowledge the republic 
of jPrancc ; But Farthciem/, their ambairador> rclidea 
at Baden^ aiid {lcais> like Chauvelinj^ into a kmd of ex« 
tra official negotiation* All fpirix of oppoiition is quelled 
In the Canton of Berne^ and. the perpetual baniihment' 
of the family has fcarcely excited a murmur. It 

will probably be followed by tiiat of ***»*'^ . tjjg 

crime ^Hedged in their fentence is the havu^ affiited at 
tlie federation-dinner at Rolle' two years ago ; and as 
they are ahfent, I could almoft wifh that they had been 
funmioned to appeaj^ and heard in their own defence. 
To the general fupineneis of the inhabitants of Lau£^e 
I muft afcribe, that the death of* Loub the Sixteenth has 
been received with lefs horror and indi^^nation than I 
could have wifhed. I \\ as much iciuptcd to go into 
jnourfiingy and probably {hould> had tlie Duchefs been 
ftiH hjcre ; but, as the only Englifhman of any mark> I waa 
afraid of being lingular ; more efpecially as our Frencli . 
emigrants, either from prudence or poverty, do not 
-wear blacky nor do even the Neckers. Have you read: 
his difcourfe for the King ? ' It might indeed fuperfede 
the'ncceffity of mouruing. I (liould judge from your 
laft letter, and from tke Diary, that the French declara- 
tion of war muft have rather furprifed you. I willi^ 
although I know not how it could have been avoided, 
that we might ftill have cuiuinucd to enjoy our faf'e and 
profperous neutrality. . You vi ill not doubt my belt 
wilhes for the deftrudion of the mifcreants ; but I love 
England ftill more than I hate France. All rcafonable 
chances are in favour of a confederacy, fucli a:> was ne- 
ver oppofed to the ambition of Louis the Fo riecntu ; 
but, after the experience of laft year, I diftruft reafoni 
and conici^ myfelf fearful' fo- the event. The French 
arc llron^ in numbers, a6\ivity, enthufiafm i they are 

rich 
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rich in rtpme ; and although their ftrength may be onl^ 

that of a phrenzy lever, they may do infinite mifchief 
to tlicir iicigiiboura before they can be reduced to a 
ftrait waiAcoat. I dread the efFe&s that may be pro- 
duced on the minds of the people by the increafe of 
debt ajid taxes> probable lofTes, and pofTible mifmanage-* 
meat. Our txadc muil fuifer and though proje&s of 
iavafion hare been always abortive^ I cannot forget that 
the fleets and armies of Europe 9 have failed before 
the towns in Anicriciij which have been taken and plun- 
dered by a handful of Buccaneers. I know nothing of 
Fitt as a war minifter ; but it afibrds me much fatisfa^ion 
that the imre|nd wifdom of the new chancellor^ Is in* 
troduced into the cabinet. I wifh> not merely on your 
own account^ that you were placed in an zj&ivCf ufe* 
fu^ itation in government. I fhould not d^Bike you fe- 
cretary at war. 

lhavc little more to fay of myfelf, or of my jour- 
ney to England : you know my intentions, and the 
great events of Europe muft determine whether they can 
be carried into execution this fummer* If has 
warmly aduptcd your idea, I fhall fpcedily hear from 
Ikim^ but| in truth, I know not what will be my anfwer s 
I fee difficulties which at firft did not occur : I doubt my 
own pcrfeverance, and my fancy begins to wander into 
new paths, The amufcment of reading and thinking 
ipay perhaps fatisfy a man who has paid his debt to the 
public I and there is more pleafure in building caftles in 
the air than on the ground. I fhall contrive fomc 
i|uall aihitance for your correfpondcnt, though I cannot 
learn any tlung that diftinguifhts him from many of his 
countrymen ; we have had our full (hare of poor eou* 

grants . but if you wiOi that any tiling c::ti?ordinary 
i^iould be done for this man^ you muil fend me a mea- 
fure. Adieu. I embrace my Lady and Maria> as aUb 

• ixtrd Loughborough, 

Louifa, 
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TO LORD SHEFFIELD* AND OTHERS. aSr 

JrfOuiia. Perhaps I may foon write» without expedb^^ 
M anfver* fiver youxs« 

To the Same, 

. Lavsannk, Afhla;, 179J. 

1l/pr deareft Friend* for fuch you moft truly are* sor 
does there exift a perfon who obtainSf or fliall 

ever obtain, a fuperior place in my efteem and atTcclion. 

Atter too long a iiicncc I was fitting down to write* 
when* only yeiterday mormng ({uch is now the irregu* 
hr flownefs of the Englifh pofl) I was fuddenly (brack* 
indeed ftnick to the heart, by the fatal intelligence * 
from Sir Henry Clinton and Mr. de Laliy. Alas ! what 
is life* and what are our hopes and projei^s i When I 
embraced her at your departure from Laufanne^ could I 
imagine that it was for the laft time ? when I poflponcd 
to another lummcr my journey to England, could I ap- - 
prehend that i never* never fhould fee her again ? I al- 
ways hoped that fhe would fpin her feeble thread to a 
long duration, ami that her delicate frame would iui vive • 
(as is often the cafe) many conliitutions of a itouter ap- . 
pearance« In Tour flays 1 in your abfence* in that of her 
children ! But (he b now at reft 5 and if there be a future 
life, her mild virtues have furely entitled her to the re- 
ward of pure and perfeiSt felicity. It is for you that £ : 
feel* and I can judge of your fenttments by comparing • 
them with my own. I have loft, it is true, an amiable 
and affe^^tionatc friend, whom I had known and loved 
above three*and-twenty years, and whom I 'often • 
fiyled by the endearing name of (ifter. But you are : 
deprived of the companion of your life, the wife of 
your choice, and the mother of your children ; poor 
children ! the livelinefs of Maria* and the foftneia of 
L01U&* render them almoft equally the objeds of my 
teadeicft companion. J do not wilh to aggravate your 

^ The ^kalhof iudy 5l yflk M i 

gnef j 
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^ef ; butt intke fincerky of friendPiip^ J cmot kokV 

a different language. I know the impotence of reafon> 
audi much fear that the itrcngth of your chara6ier will 
ferve to make a (harper ^tld ipQre lafting imjfveffion. 

The only eoirfblation in thefe melancholy trials to 
whicli humaa life 13 expofed» the ouly one at Ic^. la 
which I h^rt any confidence* 19. t]ie pieimce of % real 
ftiend ; and of that* as fai; as it depeoda on myfelf* yoia 
fhall not be deflitute. I rcgict the few diiys thai niuft 
be loft ill fome neceiiary preparations ; but I truft th<^t 
toHaoirow fe'nnight (May the fifdi) I fhali be able to fat^ 
^ fcrwarda on my journey to England ; and when this let* 
ter rcaCiiC5 } uu, I fliaU be conliderably advanced on my 
way. As it is yet prudent to keep at a reipeciful diftancc 
from the banks of the French HUunci I ihaU incline a lit- 
tle to the right> and proceed by Scaffi)uie and Stutgard 
to Frankfort and Cologne : the Auftrian Kcilici lands 
are now open and fafe^ and I am fure of being able 
at kaft to pa& fromOftend to Xk»ver; wheacej witk- 
oat -paffing through London* I fliall purfue the di- 
re6l road to ShcHield-Place. Unlefs I fhould meet with 
fome unforefceu accidents and delays, I hope* before the 
end of the month to ihare your folitude* ^nd fympa- 
thize with your grief. All the difficttldcs of the jour- 
ney, which my indolence had probably magnified, have 
now dif appealed before a ilrooger pailion ; and you will 
not be for ry to hear* that* as far as Frankfort to Cologne* 
I fhall' enjoy the adTsntage of the foclety, the converfa- 
tion, the German language, and the acUve alfiftance of 
Severy. His attachment to me is the fole motive whicli 
' prompts lum to undertake tins trouUefome journey ; and 
as foon as he has fcen me over the rougheil ground^ he 
will immediately return to Lauianne. The poor young 
ionfan iored Lady S. as a mother* and the whole family is 
deeply affe^ed by an eveht which renunds them too 
painfully of their ywn jnlsiurtunc, Adieu. 1 could 

write 
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write vgiumcs, and fljall therefore bicak off abu pdy. 
i (hall write on the roady and hope to find a few lix^e^ 
S ftfit r^antt at Frankfort an4 Brufleb. Adien ; ever 
youxs* 

To the Same* 

My Dear J ' r i r n n , Lavsannz, May 1793. 

T MUST write a tew imes beiore my depariurc^ though 
^ indeed I fcarcely kpow what to fay. Nearly a fort* 
right has now elapfed (ince the firft melancholy tidings^ 

witiiout my havl.ig received the ilighteft fubfcqLicni ac- 
counts of your bcalth and lituatioii. Your own filcnce 
announces too forcibly how much you are involyed in 
your feelings ; and I can but too eafily conceive that « 
letter to mc would be more p.iinful uinn to dn indifferent 
perion. But that amiable man Count Lally might fure- 
ly have written a feoond time; but your riftear# vwho is 
probably with you ; but Maria^— ^das ! poor Maria I 
tarn left in a ftate of darknefs to the woilcings of my 
own fancy? vhidi imagines everything that 19 fad and 
Oiocking. What can } think of for your relief and 
comfort i I will not expatiate on thofe common-placo 
topics, wlilch have never dried a lingle tear ; but let 
me advifc, let me urge you to force yourfclf into bufu 
nefsy as I Vould try to force myfeif into ftudy. Thet 
mind muft not be idle ; if it be not exercifed on external 
objc(Sls, it will prey on its own vitals. A thoufand lit- 
tle arrangements^ which muft precede a long journey^ 
have potlponed my departure three or four days be** 
yond the term which I had firft appointed ; but all is 
now in order, and I fet off tu-uiorrow, the ninth in- 
(lantj with my valet de i ham^n^ a courier on horfeback^ 
and Severy^ with his fervant> as far as Frankfort. \ 
calculate my arrival at Sheffield-Place (how I dread and 
dcfire to fee that maniion !) for the lii ft week in Junc^ 
foon after this letter but I will try to fend you fome la-^ 
tcr tQteUigence. I never found myfdf ftronger» or in 
bcuc^ J^ealtjU. Xfcc German ro9.d is now cleared, both 
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of enemies and alliesy and^ougb Imuft expeA fatignef 

I have not any apprehcnfions of dangcfr. It is fcarcely 
poifible Uiat you fliould meet mt at Frankfort, but I 
ihall be much difappolnted at not finding a line at Bruf- 
fels or Qftend. Adieu. If there beany invifible guaidi* 

ans, may they watcii over you and youib I Adicu. 

To the Same. * 

* Fr ANKFORT, May Tgth, 1793. 

AND here I am in good health ana fpirits, after one 
of the eafieil> fafeii, and pleaHanteft joumies which 
I ever performed in my whole life ; not the appearance 
cf an enemy, and hardly tlie appearance of a war. Yet 
I hw, as I am writing* the cannon of the liege of May- 
ence> at the diftance of twenty miles; and long* very 
long> win it be heard. It is confeffed on aU lides> that 
the French fight vith a courage worthy of a better caufc. 
The town of Mayence is ftrong> their artillery admira-: 
hit; they are already reduced to horfe*flelh> but they 
. have ftill the rcfource of eating the inhabitants, and at 
laft of eating one another; and, if thatrepaft could be 
extended to Farb and the whole country* it might eflen- 
tially contribute to the relief of mankind. Our operatic 
ons are carried on \i'ith more than German flownefs, and 
when the beficged are quiet, the befiegers are perfe£lly . 
fatisfied with their progress. A fpirit of divifion un^ 
doubtedly prevails ; and the charader of the Fruffians 
for courage and difcipline is funk lower than you can 
poihbly imagine. Their glory has expired with Frede-^ 
rick. I am forry to have mifled Lord Elgin, who is be- 
yond the Rhine with the Kmg of Pruffia.' As I am impa- 
tient, I propofe fetting forwards to-morrow aliernoon, 
and fhali reach Oltend in leis than eight days. The paf- 
fage muit depend on winds and packets ; and I hope to 
find at Bruflels or Dover a letter wluch will dured me to 
Sheffield-Place or Downing-Strcet. Scvcry goes back 
fromhence. Adieu : I embrace the dear girls. Ever yours. 
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From tht &aaii. 

BRViiBLt> Ibf t7dit 1793. 

THIS dftyj between two and three o'dock in the tf- 
ternoun, I am arrived at this place in excellent 
prefervation. My expedition, which is now drawing to 
.a clofe, has been a journey of perfeverance rather thai) 
fpeed^ of fome labour fince Frankfort^ but without the 
fmalleft degree of difEculty or danger. As I have every 
.inorning been feated in the chaife foon after fun-ri^e^ I 
propofe indolguig to-morrow till deren o'dodc» and 
gomg that day no farther than Ghent. On Wedncfday 
the 29th inftant I fhall reach Oftend in good timcj jail 
eight days> according to my former reckoningy from 
.Frankfort. Beyond that I can &y nothing pofidve ; but 
• ' fbould the winds be propitious, it is poffible that I may 
appear next Saturday, June firft^ in Downing-Strect. • 
After that earlieft date^ you will expe& me day by day 
till I arrive. Adieu. I embrace the dear g}rl8> and fa- 
lute Mi^s. Holroyd. I rejoice that you have anticipated 
my advice by plunging into bufinefs ; but I fliould now 
be forry if that buiine£»t however important^ detained 
US long in towil. I do not wifh to make a public eschi-* 
bition, and only figh to enjoy you and the precious rem- • . 
nant in the folitude of Sheffidd-Place. Ever yours. 

If I am fuccefsful I may outilrip or accompany thi$ 
letter. Vour's and Maria's waited for me h^re^ and over* 
paid tiie j QUI aey. 



THE preceding Letters intimate that, in return for my 
vifit to Laufanne in 179I5 Mr. Gibbon engaged to 
pafs a year with me in England ; that the war having 
• rendered travdling exceedingly inconvenient, efpecially 
to aperfonwho, from his bodily infirmities, required 
every accommodcition, prevented his undertaking fo for- 
midable a jouiney at the time he piopofed. 

The 
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Thccill of ftirmiftilpf however » wnfoffickat to awte 
of€flook ^csrfoBtl coiifiiienilKNiy when bo 

thought his prefer.cc might prove a confolation. I m^fi 
ever rcg^d it as the mull endearing proof of hk fenfi* 
lMbt]r^ ind of hii poflSsflEuig tlio tnic Ipirit of fncndfluf^ 
dite ifter hcrtng rdtBqmffied tlie dmglit of bb intcadl- 

cd vifit, he haflened to England, in {\yx^ of rncreafing 
jmpediments, to fooihcmc by the m'Al generous iymp^ 
fthi, and to aUeriate 1117 domeftie iSbBtion ; aeidber Irii 

nor lut extraordinairy bodily lufiuM ^ 
tic.j n^'f any <^tficr confidcration, coald prcveni him a 
lM>aaent from reiolving on an uaxkxwkmg tlm might 
litve d c te ncd tlw noft adhre yowg nnu Hcj ainoft 
imiedwtgTyy wididermHs by tioneamiitiind io1md» 

tntlcj took a great circuitous joLirncy, along the frontiers 
of an eutmfp worfe than fsvage, vrhhin the foond of 
liieir cannon^ within the fioge of the Hglit troops of ilie 
different anmes> and through roads ruined by the cnor* 
xaous maciiinery of war. 

The rcadkeia with which he engage in thit kind office 
of Inendflup* at a tnne when a fdfilh .fpirit nght have 

pleaded a thoufand rcafo ns ^or declining fo hazardous a 
journey* €onfpired> M'ith the peculiar charms of his fo- 
ciety fo render his arrival a cordial to my nund. 1 had 
At latisfaAfon of finding that his own ddieate and fire* 

cariou> licali.h had not fufTcrcd in the fcrvicc^ of hi*-: friend. 
He arrived in the beginning of Jane at my houfc ia 
Downiog-Street^ iiife and in good health ; and after we 
had pafied about a month together in London* we fettled 

at Sheffield -Pi ace for the fuitimer ; v. ]:crr hh v. lt, Irarn- 
ing, and checrlui politenefii delighted a grcal variety oi 
dharaders* 

Although he wss inefined to ^ l e prefenl hblieslth as 

better than it realiy wa , hi> Labiiu diflike to Tnotion ap« 
pearcd to increafe ; his inaptzxefs to exercifc confined Lim 
to tbeUbfiry and c&ni9*'rooBij andihere he jmied »f 

friend 
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fxkai Bfer. ^vetokk NoMht in pkRCaBt azgvMaiti 

9t^vi^^€atsp&St m generaL He i^idkuled the tmlletdidl 

and Tcftlefs drfpolition, that fummer, the moft uncomfort- 
abie> as he faid> of all feafons> generally gives to thoie 
^Ito hM.Tt 1^ ttfe of tkek limbB* Siaph afigmneiiu vfeet 
litde required to keep itfdetf wtdtiit doori» when !m 
xompany was only there to be enjoyed ; Fur neither the 
'^neneis oi the £eaioxh nor the mdft prom i ling parties of 
^leaibre^ ^eonld teivptthe comptay of either fex to 4e» 
iert him. 

^4iofe who have enjoyed the foclcty of Mr. Gibbon 
yill agree with ine> that his conveifation was iliU more 
xi^tiytttiqg-thaa iiis wntiags. Perhaps no omui ever di- 
vided time mote fairly between literary labour and foci- 
al enjoyment ; and hence, probably, he derived hispc- 
culiar excellence of making his very exteniive know- 
ledge contributey in the higheft degree^ to the ule or 
pleafure of thofe with whom he convitffed. He united, 
in the happiell manner imaginable, two chara6lcrs which 
are not often found in the fame perfon^ the profound 
fchoiar and the fafdnatihg companion. 

It would be fuperfiuous to attempt a very minute deli- 
neation of a characSler which is fo diftin6tly marked in 
thfi Memoirs and Letters. He has defcribed himfelf ' 
without referve, and with perfeS (incerify. The Letters, 
and efpccially the extracts from the Journal, which could 
not have been written with any purpofe of being feeUf 
will make the reader perfe^kly acquainted with the mam 

Excepting a vifit to Lord Egremont and Mr* Hayley, 
whom he very particularly cilcemed, Mr. Gibbon was 
not abfent from She^eld-Flace till the beginning of Oc^ , 
' tober* when we were reluctantly obliged to part with 
him, that he might perform his engagement to Mrs. Gib- 
bon at Bath, the widow of his father, who had early de7 
fervedj -and invariably retained, his aife61ion. From 
Ba^ he t»roceeded-to Lord Speiifer'd at Althrop, a fa- 
mily 

S t 
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. inUy which he ahvays met with uncommon iat!sfa£lion. He 
continued in good iiealth durmg the fummer> aad in ex- 
cellent fpirits (I never knew him tojioy better) ; and whea 
ht went from Sheffield-Placej little dkll imagine it would 
be the laft time I (hould have the inexprcihbie pieafure of 
feeing him there in full pofiefi&on of he^th. 

Thefiew following fhort lettexy* though not importiuit 
in thcmfelvcs, will fill up this part of the narrative bct- 
ter> and more agceeabiy^ than any Uyng I can fubflitute 
in their place. 



EnwARA Gibbon ^q. iotht At. Hon. lord Sn%wwtMti>* 

nPHE Cork-Street hotel has anfwered its recommenda- 
tion ; it is clean, convenient, and quiet. My firft 

evening was pafTed at home in a very agicc?.ble tete d-tfte 
with my friend £lm(ley. Yefteiday I dined at Crauford's 
with an excellent fet» in which were Pelbam and Lord 
Egvcmont. I dine to-day with my Portuguefc friend. Ma* 
dame de Sjlva, at Grenier's ; moil probably witli Lady 
Webfter» whom I met laft night at Devonfhire-Houfe i 
a conftant, though late, relbrt of fociety. The duchefs 
is as good, and Lady Elizabetli asfeducing, as ever. I\a 
news whatever, l ou will fee in the papers Lord 11 er- 
vey's memoriaU I love vigour^ but it is furely a firong 
meafure to tell a gentleman you Jiave refilved to pafs the 
winter in his houfc. London is not difagreeable ; \et I 
ihall probably leave it Saturday. If any thing iliould oc- 
cur,- I will write.* ^ Adieu ; ever yours. 

TothgSam. 

CUNDAY afternoon I left I^ndon and lay at Readings 
and Monday in very good time { reached this place after 
a very pleafant airing i and am always fo much delighted, 

and 
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and imprsMy wMi this imtoii of eafe and motion* that, 

were not the expencc cnormou)^ I would travel every year 
tomt buadied miles, more efpecially in England. I paf* ' 
M tli« day with Mis. G. ytfterday. In mind and con- 
verfatioa flic is juft the fame as twenty years ago. She 
has fpirits, appetite, legs, and eyes, and talks of living 
tiU Blaety^ I gan fay from my heart. Amen. We dine 
at two, (Uid femafn together till nine ; but, altboagh we ^ 
have much to fay, I am not fony that fhc talks of intro- 
ducing a third or fourth a6tor. Lord Spenfcr cxpc<Sls me 
about the aofeh ; but if I can do it without oSencet I fliall 
Heal awayjwo or three days fooner, and you (hall have ad- 
"vice of my motions. The tioabks of ISiiftol have been 
ferio.us and bloody. I know not who was in fault ; but I 
do not like appeafing the mob by tbeextiadum of .lltf 
toll, and the removal of the Herefbid militia, who had 
done their duty. Adieu. The girls muft dance at Tun- 
bridge. What would dear little avAt isy if X was to ao^ 
fwer.her letter i Ji^ver youirs. 

PMIfeltow the oldilile, though the Conrention has 

abolilhed the Chriilian %ra, wiih moiuiis, wccki, days, 

T0 tki Sam* 
yoiK-H«ots, BATiif OQober iijtli, 1793. 

T AM as ignorant of Bath in general as if I Were f\ill at 
Sheiheld. My impatience to get away makes me think 
it better to devote my whole time to Mrs. G. 1 and dear 
litde aunt, whom I tenderly iakite, -will eaicufe me to 
her two friends, Mr. Haitli?y and J^cftun, if I make 
little or no ufe of their kind introdudion. A tile-^-Uu 
of eight or nine hours every day is rather difficult to fup* 
port ; yet I do aflufe you , that our converfiition flows with 
more eafc and fpirit when we aic aloae, diaa when auy 

• SbcwutfetaiAhereightittli Jtar* S. 

Voii» 1. U auxiliaries 
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^uxUlaries arefuxnmoned to our aid. She is indeed a won* 
derlul woman) and I think all herfacttltiesof the nii^ftioii- 
ger and more a6iive, than Ibave^ver known them. I have 

fettled, that ten full days mny be fufficient for all the pur- 
poles of our interview, 1 iiiould th^eiore depart next 
fridav> the eighteenth inftant, and am indeed expe6icd 
iit A1rhr>rpe on the twentieth ; but I may poffibly reckon 
vit jout my hoft, as I have not yet appilfcd M.rs* G. of 
the teim of my viiit; and will cectaioiy not quarrel with 
htt for a Ihort delay, I muA have fome political fpecu* 
lationa. The campaign, at leaft on oar fide^ £eemf to be 
at an cnj. Ever yours. 

To the Same. 

Althorf Library, tue(6t(ft four o^doclc, 

WT £ have lb completely exhaufted tliis rooming amon^ 
the iirft editions of Cicero, that lean mention only 

my depavtmc hence to-morrow, the iixth initant, 1 fliall 

lie quietly at Wobum, and reach London in good time 

Thuriday. By the following poll I will write iolnewhat 

more largely. My ftay in London will depend, partly 

on my amulement, and youi being fixed at Shcffield- 

I^Iace i unieis you think I can be comfor/ably arranged 

^r *a week or two with you at Brighton* The miHtaiy * 

remarks leem good ; but now to what purpofe f Adieu* I 

embrace and much rejoice in Louifa's improvement* 

Lord Oflbry was from home at Farniog- Woods* 
♦ 

To the Same* 

LoitpoNf Friday, Nov. 8th, fbur Vckck. 

"^^^^ALPOLE has juft delivered yours, and I haften the 

direction, that you m^y not be at a lois. , 1 will 

vhrite to-morrow, but I am now fatigued, and rather iiii* 

well. T will write to- monow, but l am now fatigued, 

and rnther unwell. Adieu. I have Aot fecnaioulcx- 

• • • » 

ccptLlmiley. 
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Sir. jAMS<*t»STtflBT» Nov. 9^19 1793. 

A S I dropt yffterday the word unwell, I flatter myfelf 
tbai the iamily would have been a little alarmed by 
mf filence to day. X am ftill awkward^ though without 
any iiifpiciotis of gout, and hare Ibme idea of baring re* 
couile to medical advice. Yet I creep out to-day in a 
chair> to dine with Lord Lucau. But aa it will be lite* 
lally my firft going down ftairs^ and as icarcely any oii« 
Is apprized bf my arriraU I know nothing, I have heaid 
notliing, I have nutliiag tu lay. My prefcnt lodging, a 
houie of Eimiley's, is cheerfui^ convenient, fomcwiiat 
dear, but not ib much as a hotel, a fpecies of habitation 
ibr whieh t have hot conceived any great afedion. Had 
vou been ftationary at ShefBeld, you would have feen me 
before the twentieth ^ for I am tired of rambling, and pant 
finr my home '% that is to fiiy, for your houfe. But whe* 
ther I fhall have courage to brave * • « and a bleak 
down, time only can difcover. Adieu. I wifli you back 
to Sheffield-Place. The health of dear Louiia is doubtlcfs 
the firft objeS ; but I did not expe^ Biighton' after Tun* 
. bridge. 'Whenever dear little aunt is feparate fi^m you, t 
fhall ceruinly write to her; but at preicnt how is itpoiii^ 
bk? Ever yours. 

To Thi Sam, at Brightheln\/ione, 

St. IambsVStbsbt, Nbv« utb, 1791. 

"I MUST at length withdraw the veil bcfoic my fintc of 
health, tho' the naked truth may alai m you more than a fit 
of the gout. Have you never obferved, through my imx^ 
fif^kUsf a Urge prominency, which; as it was'not at all 
painful, and veiy little troubtefo^ne, I had firangely nc 
glecled for many years ? But fincc my depai ture from 
iSheffieid-PUce itha» increafed, (mof^ flupendotiily,) isin^ 
crea6n^ and^ought to bediminiibed.- YcAerdayl fentibr 
quhar, who is allowed to be a very IkU&l liirgeon. Af* 
' * U a ter 
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ter viewiDg and p^lping^ be fiafotiflydf fired to ciH Im 
afiilLagocc and hauj c^tamined it again to-day with Mr, 
Cliacy a tatgtonf as he fays^ of the ftrft emiaoice* 
Tbqpbo&h proaouocett (acoUcdioa ef waieiv) 

wliich inufl be let out by the ot^ratian of tapping ; bntp 
from its magnitude and long ncgle^^ tbe^r think it a moft 
QCtiaQidinai/ ^afe, and wi(h to have aniHtocr fui^eoa^ Dr. 
Bayley, prefeat. If the bofina^i (boM go off fiauHMy^ 
I fhall be delivcFcd from my burthen ^ (it is ak&ofl as big 
as a iouU cUildj) and walk about in four or hve days 
with a im£i* Btu tlue medical gendeneot wlio sever 
ipeak quite plain, iofinoate to me the pofibilitf of an 
inflamraation, of fever, &c. I am not appp.lled at the 
tiioogittft of the operation, which is hxed ior Wednef* * 
^ay next^ tvfWe o'clock j but it baa ocdtncd to me* - 
that yptt might wifli to be prefeat, before and afierwaada 
till the crifis Was pall ; uml to give you that opportunity* 
X ihall iblicic a delay tiU Thur&la/y or even Fi iday. im 
th^ meao arhile^ I crwl about vith fome labour* aii4 
IKuch indeceaeyf to Devonflure-Houie (where I left all 
the fine Ladies making flannel wailUoatsf) ; Lady Lu- 
^an's, Sec, Adieu. VarniOi the hufmeis for tiicLadiea ^ 
ytt I am affraid it will be public ;-«^be advamage of baiJig 
noconont. Ever yours. 

IMMEWATLLlr on receiving tiic laft letter, I went 
-the fmt day from Bxighthelmftooe to London, am) waa 
i^eeably forpriied to fisd that Mr* Gibbon bad dinad 

. at Lord Lucan's* and did not return to his lodgings, 
where I waited for hioi^ till elevffi o'clock at oigba. 
Thoie who have feen him wUhio tfaelaft eight or ten yema* 
muft be forprifed to hear, that he could doubt, whether 

his diforder was apparent. When he retuined to Jta- 

glaod la i797t I was gricatly alaimad by a pradlgmm 

f For the Soldiers in Flinders. 

increafc* 



biyiiizeo by Google 



rapturt* I did im wmMamA iMby who kftd talked 

with me on cvny other fabjedl relative to himfclf and 
hkr affairs without ref«i*v(|, fl&ottUof^r in any (haj^ hi|U 
in ft mftMx ib MitblftfiiM : bill on (j^liiA| ip bit vf* 
lit 4c ehiiibre^ lie told m» Mr* Crikbon conUi mot be^r 

the kaft alliiiion to that fubjcd, and never would fulfcr 
Um to. Adtiee ic> I Qoafulted ioaiQ ncadifial j|K)fi^itS|, wl^o 
villi sift fieppafiaf ti jto Im a rtiytuve* werf of ^\9i9n 
that afiAing coiiM tie done, «id firid Ikat be fiMwly nuft 
hmrithndldvict', and of couilc hs^dt^ken allneccffdiy pic- 
cautionj. Jbic now taUod Uccly w'sfk W ^bout hie di^t* 
4ler| whieh^ he fttd» befaii ia (hi yfiir 1961 ; thai ' 
ftfaea cesfuiied Mjr« Ha^ine tWfiirgnoiif w)iq did IM de« 

cide whether it was the brginning of a ruptuj-c, 01 an 
kfdmdAi Imihe defircd to iec Mc« Qibboi) ytkm 
he canie to town. Hu GibboRi QOI Mmg P9in» 
nor fuflfertng any incoATontence, aa he faid, never retam* 
cd to iVIi. Hawkins ; and although the diluxder continu- 
ed to incrcaTc gradually^ and of late years very much 
iadeed> be never mentioned it to any peribii^ hoiRrever in- 
crediUeie may appear, from tjHt toi November 1793, 
I told him, that 1 bad always fuppofed there wnj? r\rf 
doabt of its being a rupture; his anfwev was» that he 
never thoogbt fo, and that he» and the forgeona wlio at-' 
tended him, were ofoptmontbatit Ms an hydrocele* It 
i$ now certain that it \ra« oiif,i:ially a rupturo, and that 
m hydrocele had lately taken place in the fame part ^ 
md it ts r^mavkabie^ that hie legs> which had beeiir 
Iwelied about the ankle, partkularty oneofthem^ (nice 
he had the erilipelas in 1790, vecovcicd their formev 
fliape as foon as the water appealed in aao;her paib, . 
wbicli did not haffcm t'dl bciweea the itmc be leii 
filieflleld*Place, in the beginning of 0€bber, and his av-* 
rival at Aitiiorpe, towards the latter end oi that month. On 

tbo Xbiiettiay iaUow^i ^ ^ \m better, Mr. 

Cibbpft 
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^6ibboii wii tipped for the firft time | four qiurts of a 
*triiifpareiit vmttry floid were difchiiged by that opertdM^ 

Neither inflammation nor fever enfued : the tumour was 
•dimininied to nearly half its fize ; the remaining part 
wtft a ibft irregular mala* - I had been with him two 
'dayS) befoi^y and I continued with him abovoa week af« 
;tcr the firft tapping, during which time he enjoyed his 
ufual ipirits ; and the three medical gentlemen who at* 
'tended him will recoiled his pleafantry, even duru^ 
the operation* He waa abroad again in a few days» biic 
the water evidently colle6iIng very faft, it was agreed that 
a iccond pun6lure fhould be made a iortnighi alter the 
firil* Knowing that 1 ihouid be wanted at a meeting in 
the eountry, he prefled me to attend it, and promlfcd 
that foon after the feconcl operation was performed he 

• would ioUow me toShe&cld-Place; but beioic he anivecl 
I leceived the two following Letters. 

Jl^. Gibbon to LordSaLfBiL}^j>, at Brighton* 

St. jAMtaU STfttaTy Not. a5lli> t79J» 

• ^JpHOUGH Farquhar has prumifedto write you a line, 

I conceive ypu may not be forry to bear dire^ly 
fipom me. The operation of yefterday waa much longer^ 
inore iearching, and more painful than the former; but 
• it has eafed and lightened me to a much greater degree*. 
J}jo vnilammatioi^j i^o fevcr^ a delicious nighitj leave to 
go abroad to*inorrow, and to go out of town when I 
pleafe, m dttendant the futiuc mcafuros of a ladical cure. 
If you hold yoi^r jntention of returning nc^i^t baturday 
to She£eld-piac<(» I fliall probably join you about the 
. Tuelday following^ af^er having pafled two nights at 
Bcckenham f. The Dcvons arc going to l>uth, and the 
jl^ofpitable Ciaufurd fo^lo^ys them. 1 pailcd a delightful 
day with liurke;. an odd one with Monfignore Eiikinc^ 
the Pope*a Nuncio. Of public news, yoi^ and the pa* 

* Thrte (|aaiti of the famt guid m Mbrt were 4ifchaf|e<i. f 2dcii«f eeae. 
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pcr»koow*ittore'than I do. We feem to have Arong kzg 
m\ land hopes; nor do I diflike theRojraliiU having 
beaten the S ins Culottes, and taken DoL How many ' 
minutes will it take to giiillutine the Icventy tluee-ncw 
membeva oi the Cooventiun^ who arc now arrcAed? 
Adieu; Ever yours.' 

, Mr. Gt»Bout9 Lord Shsffi^lo* 

Sr. jAMXi*i-STtstT» Nov. 3oifaf 1795. 

TT win not be in my power to read 1 Sheffield- place 
quite fo ioon as X wifhed and expe^^ed* Lord Auck" 
land inrorms me, that he ih;i]l be at Lambeth next w^eek^ 
Tucfday, WedncliJay, and Thurfday. I have therefore 
agreed to dine at Beckenbam on Friday. Saturday will 
be fpent there, and unleis ibme extraordinary teoyptatiua 
ihould detain me another day, you will lee me by lour 
o'clock Sunday the ninth of December. I dine to mor- 
pw with the Ciiancellor at Hampilcad, and, what I 
do not like ^t this time of the year,, without a pmpoUt 
to ftay. all.night . YetLwould not refuie, more efpeciaU 
ly ^ 1 had dented him on a former day. My health is 
good ; but I fhall have a fina intuvicw with Faiquhar 
before I leave town. We are lllllin daikncf^i aboiit Lord 
Howe and the French fliips, but hope feems to prepon'^ 
derate. Adieu. Nothing that relates to Jyouif^ c^n b^ 
loi^uuen. i^ver yours* 

— ^^^^^^^^ — ^ — t 

Mr. Gibbon generally took the oppoitpnrty of pnfling 
t'nightortwo with his friend Lord Auckland, at Eden^ 
Farm, (ton miles from London,) oa Jus j^aifngr' ti) Siicf* 
iietd-Ptace; and notwithOanding his indifpojitioti, he 
had lately made an excuriion thither from Loudon ; when ^ 
He waj much pleafed by meeting the Archbifh'>p of Can- 
terbury, of whom he exprelfevi an hi^ i ui'iiiiun, il^j 
returned to London, to dine with Lord Lou|;hb« trough, 
to meet Mr* Burke, Mr* Windiiami and particularly Mr* 
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Pitt, witli whom he was not acquainted ; and in his laft 
journey to SulTex, he reviiited £dea-f arm^ and was muck 
gratified by the opportantty of upin ieeingy during a 
whole day, Mr. Pitt, who pafled the night there. Froai 
Lord Auckland's, Mr. Gibbon proceeded to ShcfEeld- 
Fiacc i and his difcourfe was never more briUiant» nor 
more entertaining, than on bin arrival. The parallel he 
drew, and the com pariforis h« made, between the leading 
men of this country, were iketched in his beft manner, 
and were infinitely imei«fling. However, this laft vifitto 
She£Beld-Fkce became fdt different from any he had ever 
made before. That ready, cheerful, various, and illu- 
minating convcrfation, which we had before admired la 
bim, > was not always to be found in the library or the 
dlintng*room. He moved with difficulty, and redred 
from company fooner than he had been ufed to do, Oa 
the twenty-third of December, his appetite began to fail 
bim • Ue obferved to me, that it vras a very bad figh wfiM 
kirn when be could not eat bis breakfaft, which be bad 
done at all times very heartily ; and this feeros to have 
been the ftrongeft expreiijon of apprchenfion that he was 
ever observed to uttert A conr\derable degree of fever 
now made its appearance* Inflammation aroie from the 
weight and bulk of the tumour. Water again collc£lcd 
yery faft, and when the fever went off, Le never entueiy 
recovered his appetite even fi>r breakfali. I became very 
uneafy indeed at his fitoation towards the end of the month, 
aad thought it neceffary to advife him to fet out for Lon- 
don. He had before fettled his plan to arrive there abouc 
the middle of January* I bad company in the bouft^ 
and ire expefied one of his particular friends $ but be 
was obliged to facriiice all focial plcalure to the immedi- 
;dtc attention which his health requii-ed. He went t^ 
London on the feyenth of January, and the next day ^ 
ftceiy^d the foUowinu billet i the la(l he eyer wrpte ; 
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" THIS date fays every thing. I was almoft killed 
^ between Sheffieid-Place and £tft Grittfted, htoi, 
ffozen, long, »iid cfofi rati, Antwuld difgraeeliie 

approach of an Indian wig- warn. The reft was fome- 

thing lefs painful ; and I reached this place half-dead, 
** but not ierioafly feTeriiH, or ill. I fimnd a dinner lii- 

Titatton from Lord Lucdn ; bat what are dinners to 
^ me ? I wifti they did not know of my departure. I 

catch the Hying poft. What an effort I Adieu, till 

Thntiday oc Friday.'* 

By his own defire, I did not follow him till Thurfday 
the ninth. I then found him far fr6m welL The luflBMr 
snore diftended than before, inflamed, and ukerafad in 

feveral places. Remedies were applied to abate the m- 
ilammation ; but it was not thought proper to pun6lure 
the tumour for a third time, till Monday the igth of Ja- 
nuary, when, no le& than fix quartt of fluid wen di£* 

charged. He fccmcd much relieved by the evacuation. 
Uis fpirits continued good. He talked, as ufual, of 
pal&ng bis time at boufies which he had often frequented ^ 
with great pleafure, the Duke of Devonfhire'a, Mr. 
Craafurd's, Lorii Spcnfcr's, Lord Lucan's, Sir Ralpli 
Paynes, and Mr.^ Batt's ; . and when I told him that 1 
ihottld not return to the country, as I had intended, he 
pre'fled me to go ; knowing I bad an engagement thereon 
public bulinefs, he faid, you may be back on Satur- 
day, and 1 intend to go on Thurfday to Devonfhirc-r 
Hoolie*" t had not any apprehenfion that his life was 
In danger, although I began to fear that he might not be 
reilored lo a couifortablc ftate* and that nnouun would 
be very troublefome to him^ but he talked of a radical 
cute. He faid, that it was fonunate the diforder had 
IHewn itfelf while lie was in England, where he might 
jpioci^rc li^e be|l ailiAance ; and if a ladical cure could 

not 
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aol b« oteined bekut hU remm to LauiiuiM, that was 
W iliie liiiittiii It Geneva, .who could cumt to imp htm 
when it Hiould be neceflary. > 

On Tuefday the fourteenth » when the rHk of inflan- 
jBation and fierer fkom the laft operation waa fuppofed to 
be pafi» aa the aaedical g^ntlnen who attended htm ex- 
preiTed no fears for his life, I went that alterlioon part of 
the svdLy to Suffcx, and the foiiowing day reached Shef- 
£eld-Fiace* The next monung, thefuteenth, I recci¥ed 
by die poft a good account of Mr. Gihbott> which men* 
tloned alfo that he hourly gained ftrength. In the evening 
came a letter by cxpreis, dated Doon that day, which 
ncqaainted.nie that Mr. Gibbon had had a violent attack 
the preceding night, and that it waa not probable he 
fliould live till I could come to him. I reached his 
Agings in St. JamesVftreet about midnightj and learned 
that my fiiend had expire^ a quarter before one o'clock 
ithat day, the i6th of January 1 794* 

After I left him on Tucfthy alicrnoon the fourtccntFi^ 
he faw fome company. Lady Lucan and Lady bpenfcr^ 
and thought htmielf well enough at night to. omit the 
opium draught, which h'e had been ufed to take for fbme 
time. He ilept very mdifTerently ; before nine tlie next 
morning he rofe, but could not cat his breakfaft. How« 
cver» he appeared tolerably well^ yet complained at timea 
of a pain in his ftomach. At one o'clock he veceiTed a 
Vtfit of an hour from Madame de Sylva, and at three, his 
friend, Mr. Craufurd, of Aaci>inamc$, (whom lie always 
mentioned with panicular regards) called, and ftayed 
^ with him till paft five o'clock. They talked^ aa ufual, 
on various fubjc(9s ; and twenty hours before his death, 
Mr. Gibbon happened to fall into a converfation, not 
uncommon with him, on the probable duration of his li&« 
He fatd, that he thooght himfelf a good life for ten, 
twelve, or perhuj-s cwc.uy years. About, fix, he ate the 
yfiag of a chicken, and drank thicc giail'es of Madeira* 
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AStUt dintttK he became vtery' uiieafy and impitittiit ; tmt^ 
plained a good .deal, and appealed £» weak, that ilia IShn 

vant'Was alarpned. Mr. Gibbon had fcnt to his friend and 
relation, Mr* iiobext Darell, whofe houfe was not iac / 
diiant, deliring to iee him, and adding^ that be had 
^netluAg particular to iay. But, unfortunately^ tbis de* 
fired interview never took place. 

During tiie evening be complained much of his flomach, 
and of a difpofition to vomit. 3ooa after nine, be* took 
ilia opiam draught, and went to bed. About ten, he ' 
coraplaiacd ol much pain, and defired that warm napkins 
might be applied to his ftomach. He almoft inceliamly 
eoeprefi^d a fcofe of pain till abontfoor .o'clock. ia the 
morning, ^hen he faidhe found his ftomach much eafier. 
About fcvcn, the fcrvant afked, whether he fhould fend 
for Mr. Farquhar ? he anfwered, no ; that he was as wcli , 
aa he bad been the day before. At about half pail eight, 
he got out of bed, and faid he was p/us adroit thaii 
he had been for three montlis pall, and got into bed again, 
without alhllance, better than ufual. About nine, he 
^id that be would rife. The fervant, however, perfuad^ 
ed him to remain in bed till Mr. Farquhar, who was ex- 
pc6^ed at eleven, fhould come. Till about that hour he 
fpoke witb great iaciiity. Mr. I'arquhar came at the 
time appointed, and he was then vifibly dying. When 
the vakt ihamhrt returned, after -attending Mr.^ Far« 
quhar out of the room, Mr. Gibbon faid, *' FaiirqutM 
ijt a que vous me quitiez ? ' This was about half paft 
eleven. At twelve, he drank fome brandy and water 
fiom a tea«pot, and delired his favourite fervant to ftaf 
with him. Thefe were the laft words he pronounced 
articulately. To the laft .he prclcrved his fenfes ; and 
when he could, no longer fpeak, his lervant having aflced 
a qiieftion, he made a fign, to (hew that he underfiood 
' j^m* He was quite tranquil^ and did not ilir ; his eyes 

tialf-Ome^ 
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htlf-fiiiit* Ahoiit a qiiMet before one, he cenM m 
bcestl'ie^* 

The valet di cJtambre obfcrf cd, that Mr. Gibbon dkl 
iiot> at any time^ (hew the leaA (igo of alarm^ or ap^** 
Ikenfion of death ; 'and ic doea not appear that he e«e» 
thought himfelf in danger, unlcfs his defire to fpeak to 
Mr. Ehrell may be confidcrcd in that light. 

Perhapa I dwell loo long on theic aiiittate and nelaii* 
choty eircmnftancea. Yet the elofe of fiieh a Bft cas 

hardly fail to Intcicft every reader ; and I know that the 
public has received a different and cn'ooeoos account of 
a^y finend'a laft hoois. 
I can never ceale to ftet re^ thel I was not hy hia Mo 

tt this awful period : a regret io ftiong, that I can exprefs 

• Tbtbodymi Mt«paie4 till the BlUi 4^ afttr hit dcith. Itym ikm 
ftoBd, except thit ft degree of aordficadoiit not vety confidcnUcy liaif tafcta 
yliceaiftpaftor dtt««tei ^chf whh Cht whole of tlietMnMMiy of tmf 
«il*ged fitt> M MeadodiiM ilMjb«riH% 

•ileer MlhokMe^ Slice IIm pert lMidbeeii«AiiiMdMUvken«Bd» Mr. Cib« 
boA eoiild not bear t traft} end wben the Ipft fis ^uvftiof ftuid were dUchargtd. 
the €dm and mmm deCceading lo««r» tbe)r> by thar ti»ctgbc» drew the low* 
•t mouth of the ftomachdowmvaida to tht m ^nhh, and dwe proM>l/ «af ibo 
immedbM cavfe of hit death. 

' The following is the accooat of the a^eaMoce of the body^ given bj an 

cnuaent ilugeoo who opened it i 
" Apevco tumoi^y qui ab uigutne ufque ad genu (e eitenderat, obfervatum 
eft paitcmejut inferiorem conftaie ex nuildl TiginaU teftis coornentt duas 

^ quafi libras liquoris ferofi tin^ fanguine. £a aulem fiiic iacci iiliui amplhu- 
do lit portiofii liquoris longi majori capiendw fufficerer. Ia poileiiora p4rtc 

« hujus facci teftis fitui fuit. Hunc omnind fanum inverumus. 

«« Parttm tumorU fuperiorem occupaveranc integrum fcix: omentum ct major 
pars intcftini coll. Ha partes, facco fibl proprk) inclufi^ liijt ir.viccm cC 
l^ccu (uo aJco jl\£Xk. adhaefcruist; ul coVviflV vidcrciuur in iinifldin un.itn ft>li4ani 
«t irrcgulartm ; cu}us a tcrgo choida fpermatica fedem {u\n\ - biijiuwr.ir. 
«* In omcntu ct \\\ ince-rtino colo luud du'aia reccnlis intURinj.r.iuaU iigna vidi- 

W mus, riccuon itucuUs nonnullas llvidi colori^ hlijc inde fpaii u. 

** ApcTto abdomlnc, vcntriculvi;n invenimus a natuuli i.io fitii demdl^um «f« 

f que aJ .i ir.uluin n uiculi obliqui cxteiii;. Pylorum retrov[V;i:i ct ^uiA furfum 

«t a duodeno rctraitum. In hrpatc ipgcntrni jiuaxruni pjivoium tubcrculomai. 

•* Vcficam fellcam bile aJmuduni dillcnram. In caiicrU vilccxibus^ exunim 

(( aoaCMoico fubje^si nulla morbi vt^ti^ia exu:c«uni." 

It 



c 3M a . 

St «>iily by borrowing fas the eloquent Mr, Mafbn has done 
an A fimiljMr occafioa) the forcible luguagp of TaciMu s 
MM frmtir MerhiUUm amici eri^s Moftitum qmi 
mfftdere valetudinif fivere defiJentenij fatiari vultu, complexu 
cmiglt^ it ii> Jbme conlblation to me» that I have oot, 
lUsfi Tacitusy tiy a loag abiiencei anticipated iht UAtii 
my friend lieveral yean beton, JUa dcccafe* AUbMigk I 
had not th£ xnournfal fratlAcation of being near him on 
4hc day he expired^ yet, dunng his ilhieiaj I had oot £ul« 
4d to atip&d iiuB» with chat aAdttiqfvhich Ins gffiiii%U» 
viitiMS, and, abov^ all, 4xir long, «id»teimpl0d» aad 
i24^|)y fiiendlhipdcaunded- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

MR. Gibbon's Will is dated the ift of Oaobcr 1791, 
jttft before I left Lauftnne | he diftinguiikes me* 
IS tiftt«U in the mofk Unnmng ifisimer : - • < • 1 

*• 1 cunftitute and appoint the Right Honourable John 
JLoid Sheffield, Edward Darcii Efquire, and John 
Thomas fiatt £fqiiire, to be the £xecbtoct of this my 

^ laft Will and Teftament ; and as the execution of this 
truft will not be attended with much difficulty or trou- 
ble^ I (hall iiylulge thefe gentlemen^ in the pleafoie 

*^ of tlus laft difinterefted ienrice* without wronging my^ 
feelings, or oppreffing my hfcir, by too light or too 
weighty a tcftimony ot my gratitude. My obligations 
to the long and adive friendfliip of Lord Sheffield, I 
could never ittfficiently repay.*' 

He then obfervcs, that the Right lion, l.ady Ehot, of 
Port-Eiiot, is bis neareft relation on the father's iide ; 
but that her three fons are in fuch profperoos circum- 
ftaneesy that he may wdi be excufed for making the two 
chikiicn of his late uncle, Sir Stanier Porten, his heirs ; 
they being in a very diiiereot fuuation. He bequeaths 
annuities to two old fervants; three thoufand pounds, and 
his furniture, plate^ &c« at Lauianne, to Mr. Wilhelm 
de Severy ; one hundred guineas to the poor of Lauiaune, 
and fifty guineas each to the following pcrluns : Lady 
Sheffield and daughters, Maria and Louifa, Madame 
and Mademoifelle de Severy, the Count de Scboroberg, 
Madcmoiiolle la Chanoineffe de Polier, and M. le Mi- 
niftre Le Vade, for the purchafe of fome token which 
may remind them of a iincere friend. The remains ef Mr* 
Gibhm wef$'dcfoftted in Lord SheffieU^s family burial'Plac§ 
in Su£ex. 



» 
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THE Leuci» of Mr. OibboD^ iioiii the time of 

his return to Switzerland iu 1788, are annexed to 
his Memoirs^ as the iDeft coatinuation of them. 
Among his Letters of an earlier date^ I find feveral 
which he has alluded to, and others which will il- 
Ittftrate the accoant he has given of himfel£ Thefe, 
I flatter mylelf, will pleafe the generality of readers ; 
fince, when he touches on matters <^ private bufl* 
ncfs, even fubjcfts of the drieft nature become in* 
terefting, from his mode of treating them. Many 
J^etters from diftinguifhed perfons to him will be in* 
troduced, and fome that he received at a very early 
period of life» Although we have not at all his own 
Letters to which thefe were anfwers, yet we have 
enough to teilify his ambition, even in youth, to be 
diftinguiihed as a fcholar. 

It has been fometimes thought neceCfary to ofier 
to the Public an apology for the publication of pri* 

vate Letters : I have do fcrupic to fay, that I pub- 
liih thefe, becaufe I think they place my friend in 
an advantageous point of view. He might not, 
perhaps, have expeded that all his Letters fhould 
be printed ; but I have no reafon to believe that he 
would have been averfe to the publication of any. 
If I had, they never would have been made public, 
however highly I might have conceivc^d of their ex- 
cellence. 



VoL-L X 

• « 
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LETTERS 

TO AVP FROM 



N°. I. 

Jl^ CAXVI*a 4 OXBBOH. 

4 

MOHSIfiUAt FAAtt, 7 AoAt t7|l 

TE ne poll qu'^tre tnb ienfihle aux timoignages d'eAitne 
^ dom TOtti voulea bleu me Gombler> quoiquc je ibis fon 
^Ioign6 de Ics prendre a la Icttre, ct dc mc regardcr com- 
me un oracle* Mais jc fuis homme vrai, et par la meme 
qui aime i profiler des lumidres que Ton a la bont^ do 
ae connnaniquer. Amli» Monfieurt je re9oU avec toute 
la fatisfaAion poifible ring^nieufe conje6lure que vou» 
propofez^ poar T^ciairciiTemenc d'ua pafi'agc de l^ite 

I-iva 



[TRANSLATION.] 
Mr. CRavi£R to Mr. Gibbon. 

S I R, Paris, 7th A«guft 1756. 

I am fitirmrly oLiIigcd by your cxprcfTions of eftcem, without taking 
them in the litcrjl fcnfc, and believing myfclf an orncl-. But I .\m a lovef 
of truth and fmcerity, and.alw tys ready to avail mytclt uf the communlca-* 

cioM 9f injr itaratd ffkodit With fhe grtittltfiiaAiri# UMnforfi 1 ftccived 

X a yottf 
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• 30S LETTERS TO AND FROM 

Live inrleqiiel n'avmt iii kmt enbarainL J'adopte 

loutes V05 obfrrvations, tuus vos raifonnemens. Par* 
te chaDgenent d'unt icoic )mxi^ ^ vous fubftituez i an 
lens louche ef obicur, tme peafi^e clatre, convenable aa 
cara6ieic de ccliu qui parlc^ et bicn li^c avcc tout le lefte 
du difcouTS. Jc ne manqucrai pas d'cn fairc one tidte, ct 
6f me fenrir de cetcr judicicufe corredion^ ii Toccalion s'en 
prtfente» en preoant loin d'en faire fioitnent i cdui aqui 

jc la dois, 

J'ajouterai ieuleinent une remarque de pea de conf^- 
quenoe» mals qui me pavoit n^eflaire pour donnei toute 
& perfeAion i la phrafi*, fur laqueHe Toua avez travailM 

li hctireiili-'incnt. Vuici ia pliiafc avec Ic cliangfmcnt que 
Yoos propo iez. Nec ejje in vos otio vefiro canfuitum ab Ro* 
manls crtdatii* Or in vos ne me parott point 8*accoider 
avec alio vtfiro. Vexpreflion m wt' ftmbfe nm^e(wtr q ueK 
que chofc qui doit dtie contraire au bicn dcs Carthaginois, 
Ct qui par confi^quence a'ailie mal avec Ttd^e de leur Te* 
poa. Ainfi aa lieu de ces mots m m j'ainemia MHewk 
iiwinhh. Alora la pfarale feni coimpletemetti bomie. Nec 



joat iiiieaioM cenjeaaic lUnllratlng ■ paiG^ of Livy» by lAa^h f hat 
been pvnled. I adopt all your oUemtioM and reifonimt. By changing 
a (ingle letter} 

tbooght perfpicneat tn hStif, foitaUe to the chandar of the fpealeer, and 
«onne£ked with th« purport of hit iiktmk. 1 ftill aoe Ml mikin^; lUs, ju4ici« 
ouicorrcAMny vrfaen an opportunity occurs^ and menlSeoiag the name of ths 
pttbn to whom I am mdehted Ibr it. 

I will add only one remark, of fmaTI importance todeedy bat neeeflary But 
giving complete cotre ^ iic fc to the paifage with which your attention haf been 
fo fuccefsfully occ'ipicd. With your crT>cnd:\tion it rurn thm ! Nicrffe'mt.M 
ot'u vfjlro conluirum ah R^m.in'i crtdai'is. 'I'he tn vot does not a;>pcar to me 
to c<»rcfpond well with ci.o injlro \ Hnce it rccm? to indicate fomeihinj 
advcrff! to ihc iotcrcll of the Cirth.iginians, ami tiiciLicre Jjcs not accord 
well vvitli the idcJ r>f thrir tranquillity. Inrtcad of the words m VU I WOuli 
rea4 in Ait'f v/hich muii itada ibc p^Jgc pci;cdly corrc^. N<( tff 

im 
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in his otio veftro confuUum ah Romams credaiit. ** Ne 
penfez pas que daas ces mefuure^i que prennent lea Ro- 
m^s, pour vous titt toores ¥06 fbrces, et ta vousta- 
terdafant la gume avec 1'ltranger, ib atient ea pour ob« 
** jet votre tranqaillit^ et votrc lepos." 

II ne jucreile pluSf Moniieur^ qu'4 vous remercier de la 
bont6 que yous aves eu de me fairc part d uae id^ aul& 
heureaie. Ce feroit aiie grmde ioie pour mn\ fi je ve* 
^evois iovent Ue pareiU fecouK^ iur toui ec que j*ai donn6 
au public. 

' J*^ i'bonneur d'ltre> avee bien de la recoanpiflance et 
de refpeSt Blq* 

Crevieu, 



01 /-V c^fo i/^y?ro conjultum ah Romanh credath. ** Do no*- l>r1ic\fe tSat t!i^ 
^' iunnan;, when thry (deprive you of your fnxf^, and lorbid yoii to make 

wirpn foreign nations, mi- in tlicrclu' to prorr; nc your tranquilHry. 

It remains only, Sir, that I fiiould thank yoa for your ;'ondncfi in com<* 
municatlng to me Co h:ippy a thought. It would give me the greateft plcafins 
id frequently favoured with fuch alUflance in my literary labouri. 

I bare tkie kooour (0 reoMio* witii mi^cb gratitude and rc(fv6k§ 

Casyiic, 
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J 10 |,ETT£RS TO AKS FROM 

M. AlIiAmand 4 Mr. Gibbon* 

MOKSIEUB^ Bbx» Sept. t4t tr^. 

APR£S£NT que mcvoila^chappi dc Toragc tics fonc- 
tions publiques dont cette 6glife cA charg^e eo tcnif 
je faiHs avec joie qaelqucs moment de repos pour 

ip*cnir<'-^n''^ > Moplicui, uu'c vuus: cc fcin,s'il vuus plait, 
fans iauc de trop ^ands ellorts iui i aiticle dcs id6es in- 
ures que yotts mc propofez^ Outre que je rifquerois de 
dire comme je ne lki$ quelle des interlocutrices de Te- 
rence, A.ugHO cotULiu m<iguuj uu^ui ; il y »i lou long tcms 
que jc a'ai relu M. Locke> Toracle moderne fur cette 
mati^re, et il faudroit trop ^e terns et de papier pour 
tout ^pluclier. Ayez done la bont6 de voas contenter des 
premieres r^Hcxions i[u\ fc pi^fcmciont liuj: quclqucs pn- 
djroits de fon premier Uvre« 



Mr, AlLamamd to Mr. GiBBpN. 

8 T R» Bf Xf ]4ih September 1756. 

AI- rilK cfc.iping from the tumult of public fun^lions, in which the mt- 
DlAers of thit fhnrth are emplcytd during tiie holydayv I At down with 
iBttch pleaTure to coavafe with you a few mlnutoi on paper ; without kiteiicl- 
ioft Co make any very violent ex crtioQ n anfwerin^ thr qurflioni concerning 
innate ide^s, which you prupofe for my (onlideratioo. J am not willing lo 
rifle the liolng obliged to fjy, with oi|e of 1'erencr*9 chara^rt* Airngm 
tmi^tM magn§t nugat \ befides, it ii long fince 1 loolccd tolo Locke* the 
modefn or.tcle on tliat fuhjufti end too much time and peper would be re- 
quifite con)p1etely to canvai fo inlricete e fubjcO. You will heve the 
goodnefsf therefore, to be contented ivith the M refleAieae that occur to 

■ 

me on fome peflii««t of kit flrft hook. 
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EDWARD GIBBON £fqui«e; rSlc 

Je commence par le chap. i. § v cet habile- hommc 
j,cntveprend de prouver que ccs deux principca, Ce qui tji^ 
^ I iiefi imffiffihU qu*wi0 mme choft JaU^ it m mdHfe Ump ne 
frit f€isy ne font point inn6s, puifqu'ils |i*6coient point dans 
Terprit pendant i'cnlance ; et la preuve qu lis n y ctoient 
past c eft que Tenfant qV penibit pomt^ et que bien des 
gens meuFcnty lans ies ayoir japiais apper9us; *Sor»** dtf; 
.M* I^ockCy one id<6e ne &uiroit 0tre dann Teiprit^ iaQ3 
que I'efpiit ne s'en apper9oive,** &c. 

II eft ciaii> MonQeur^ que tou|;e la force de ce raifbane- 
inenty eft dans cette derni^re aflerdon ; mais cette afiertloa 
. ji*cft cllepasevidemmentd6truitepai VexpiferienQC? Apper- 
jevcz-vous a<^uellemcnt toutes les idecs que vous ave^ 
dans i'efprk ? N'y en a t'il point auxqueiles vous ne pren* - 
jdrez peut-ltre garde depluftears ann^es } £t dans les ef • 
forts que I'on fait fouvent pour rappeller ctqu'ou a conE6 
a fa memoirCj ne fcnt-on pas qu'ii peuty avoir des con- 
jnoiifances fi cacb^esdans fesreplis, que loinde les apper* 
.^evoir fans ceife, il fautbien de la peine pour les rattrjp- 
jper ? Je fais que M. Locke^ qui a ienti ia difilculi6j tiche 

de 

' ■ " ' ^ 

In chapter i. ^ 5. that able writer undertakes to prove that the axioms 
Whatever is> by" and *< It is impufiible for the fame thing to be and not to 
be at the fame Ciine j** ans not innate ; becaufe children arc totally igfMnnt of 
thcmyi at appears from their never cakiuig notice of them \ and maiiy perilins die 
.without ever jperceiviog the Qmth of thefe axioms \ ** but it is impoilible/' ivir* 
jUocke obferves, " for idea to Lc in the mind, which the niind ntvsr ukca 
nn'icc of." It is plain that the wliole weight of his n»£ouhn^ leib on tbtslaft 
•affection^ which ailercioo itfelf feeras to be manifcdly consradtttoa by experience. 
Do you perceive* btr> at this momenc all the ideas tiuc are m your mina ? Are 
there not fomc of them wl^ch yoa may noty |terhape, take notice of lor maof 
years f In the efforts which we make to recall things to chc mcmuiy, an. ^e not 
fuilible that lou.e ideas may be lb <lce{»ly hidden in its tvct&a, that iotti-Jd of 
ConUottjUy perceiving Lhcm, we hjvc no rmall trouble in brioging ibem t)a^k to 
our remembf^ace? 1 know that Mr. Lockey c. iii. § %o, epdcavoois Xg obviate 

thiife 
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in lEITBKS TO AH£| FROM ' 

de U r^foudrc. Ch. iii. ( 20. Mais en v6rit6, I.1 longueur 
r^mbaivs dc ctt article mo&tre zffez que M. L. A'6toit 
pzr a ha Vittivm ; et cdtuflMm y nuMiuil 6i6 ? 

Voici, mutant qfi^? j'en puis jugcr, a quoi il fe \6da\t. 

II avoue» Q^t ooui avons dans Telpvitdcs id^es que 
noas ti*i][>per$a'6jis pohxt aAuellemem; snab, dit-il> 
eVft ^ana h mtmctre qu'ellH ibm : «t cela eft fi vtai» * 

** qu*on ne ft les vappe'llt p6in : lans it fouvcnir, cn mime 
tempsi qu'on les a d^ja apper^ues. Oi^ tei n'eft point 
1^ eaa des idtes qu^on pt^ad rW^i. Quand on lea 
api er^oit poUr la prtmWrc fois, ce n'eft point fty^c r^- 

*' minifccncc, commc on devroit, fi ces id6cs la avoicnt 

*^ M dana Tefpt it avant cette premidre appcrcepdon,'* ^e. 
De guce, Monficur, crOyts-vouft qu« M. Locke a'eti- 

tendoitbien lui-m^me, quand il diftinguoit e tre darts PefptU 
tt iire dans la tnimdire^ Et qu'injpoite ^ la queAion» 
qu'on fc foiiylenne d'avoir d^jl fu ce que Von ie jrappeUe» 
8*it n'eh eft pas inoins ml qu'on I'a eu long tenip» dan& 

Vcftjiit fans s'cn appci^evoir^ cc qui eft ic poini. uoixt 



tbcfe objections } but the length an4 perplexity of that articlt flicvt dist he wit 
not « eafe in writing it. How indeed could he be fo f fince> u far u I am able 
to judi-r, tlic fou .v.ing is the refalt ^ hit ai-gtiMenti I cooftftthat wfe hm 
'< ideal in the mind, of whith we are qoc coAfchd)! \ hot theft thefe Ideas aio 
in the memory } aa appeari from tbia» that we oenr recall them withoot te« 
siembering that they formerly were objefta of our perception. But this la 
f < not fuppofcd to hold With regard to what are galled innate ideaa. When thcf^ 
** are pcrceired Ibr the iirft thnei U \% not with femmtfcettce, which would cer- 
f * tainly be the caie if they had been in the mind beftre this firft perception of 
*heiq/' dipc. 

Be pleafed to tell me, $ir, whether yoo think that Mr Locke himfelf well 
underfhiod the diftiodion ^hich he mskea between ht'mg \h tie w.V, and 
Ic-irjp m ilr mmnyf And of what impottsnce is it, that we retnember 
to hive kumJf had the fccalied iJeatj pmvided It be allowed ihat we had 

them 
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£DWAkl> QIBBON 3 13 

*9 s'agU? An ttlttf M. Locke aurolt pu ientir que ii Vim 

•Tie fe rappclle point Ics idecs innics par remimfce'nce, c'tfl 
qu'eiles ne font point entries dans I'efprit d'une maniere 
qui ait eatig^> oa attir^ fbn attemioi). £t c'eft auf& le ca% 
• <leplafiears id^es acquiies ; car, quoiqa'en puifle dire 
Locke, chacun fe trouve au befoin, nombrc d'idccs qui 
tie peuvent s*tftre iDfmuees dans fon efprit, qu a la pr6« 
ience de ce^taill^l objets» aaxquels il d> ppint pna garde^ 
6u, en g6n^ra1, par des moyens inconnus, qui Pont en- 
Tichi fans qu'il fache comment, et ians qu'il criit lt^ 
avoir julques au moment qu*elies fe font pr«^ientto« 

Sur le fond m8iiie dfe la qiieftion. il me femble qtie H* 
Locke confond perp6tuellement deux chofes tres dif%- 
rentes. Vidh elk-mem, qui efl une connoifTancc daa$ 
Tefprit et on pHncipe de raifonnement ; et tfnmi de ceHe 
iih en fijmie de propofition^ on de definition. H fe 
peut, et il eft mcmc nes probable, que bieii des ceas 
n'ont jamais form6 ou envifage cn euj^-memes cet ^nooc6, 

U 



them long, vsithout taking any ncrice of them, which is the polut In qucftion ? 
Bcfidcs, Mr. Locke ought to have known that innate ideas are not recalled 
with reminifcencc, becaufe thofc ideas come originally into the mind in a 
way tl>at neither excites nor requires our attention j for whatever Mr. Locke 
may fay, every one may he fcnfible from his own experience, that many 
fvcn of his acqu'red ideas could not hjve come Into his mind in*1cpcndently of 
the prcTcQCt; uf certain ubjcdls of wliich he had nsver taken any notice j or, ia 
genera], independently of certain unknown ca^.i , which enriched him, v/rth* 
out bis being fcnfible of it, with idea? that he uid no: J l icvc himfelf ^SicSeA 
ti$ till they actually prercntt.-d thv-ojieives to hi'- underftantiing. 

As to the main queflion, Mr. Locke fcems to rr.e pcrpctu:'.ily to coji- 
found two things fXtrcmciy different j the idea itfclf, whirh i - a prccpMor^ 
of tL'- r .r.J, and a ju inclp!^- of rc^for.ing} and thje cxprcUion ' r" idea 
in : :m of a propoficion cr definition. It is poiliblc, my, vrry probabic, 
th|t aun/ perfoos havo, mvu Soiwti, or daoughc of the prupoddon, It 
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314 . OTTERS TO AND FROM 

i7 efi itrtprffthle qi4unc chofe foit, ct m foit pas en mime Ums^ 
Voyc2 Li\» I. ch. i. § iz. Mais fuit-il dila» qu'iJs nfi 
connoifient piia la v^rit6 qu'il exprimei tt qu'ils ik*en oqt 
pas Tid^e ?-^Nullcmcnt. Tout homme qui aflure, qui 
me, tout bommc qui paile, un enfant quand il demandc, 
quand il lefufe, qua^d II fe plaint^ &c. ne fappofe t -il 
pas, que d^ qu'une chofe eft^ il eft impoffible quVn 
iBcme terns ellc nc foit pas ? Nc trouvez-vous pas, Mon* 
lieur, qu'on pourroit {outenir la i.6alit6 des Men inn^es^ 
pr^cii^ment fur ce que M. I^ocke all^gue centre elles^ 
que beaucoup de gens ii*oiU jamais penKaux propofid-* 
ons evidentcs dont il parle; car^ puil(]uc fans y avoir 
l^eaie, ils s*en feivem^ ib batiil'ent la-deUiis> ilsjugentde 
]a v^ht6) ou 4^ Tabfurdit^ d*UQ diicours pa^ fes rapports 
ivec CCS principes la. Sec, D*oCl leur vient cttte famUia- 
rit6 avcc cicb piincip(-s <^u Us n'onj imiis ap per^us dif- 
tIn<Slemcntj i'l ce n*e(l de cc qu'iU en oiu une conooitlance^ 
• OU fi i'on ?eut^ un fentiment naturel ? 

Auai:§ 17 et 18, M. Locke ntequeletonfentement que 
J*uu Uoune a cuuincs piopoiuions, ddo qu'on Icii ciucnd 

prononccr^ 



ft impofllUe Ibr the Umt thini to he and aot to be it the fame 6fntJ** t€fi 
tiatkt, b. K e. 1. ^ 19. But iloei it (oWoyjr from chit, that they are %Mr«i^ 
flf the truth cxpcefled by thefe words ^ By no means. Every man who affirmt, 
^enlei, or fpealcs s a ehUd who aiks, refufes, or comptaini, muft Icnow the 
truth of tl^s prupofitloQ. Does it not appear cu you, Sir, ttiat ^ doMM qf 
innate ideas may be deftnded on the f ime principle by which Mr* Loclce attacka 
H i aamel^Ti that many perfoai have never thoufht of the ^ropofitioiii or defcrip- 
taana by which they art espmfled } For if without ever having thought of thofo 
pmpoGciooSf they make vie of tliem in thehr reafoningi, and eirptoy them in 
^gingof thejttiloefsor abfurdity of every difcourl'e which ihcy hear,'ho«r 
could they be fo ifamiliar with principles which they never diftinAIy took ootiee « 
of, ttolefs they had a natural Icnoudedge or innate perception of them ? 

In paragraphs 17 and 18, Mr. Loclce denies that our confendng to cettain 
p>policioot at firft hearing diam, is a proof that the ideti cspiefftd by them 



% 

EDWARD GIBBON ElqutM. * 315 
)Aoiioneer» foit ana preuve que lld^e qu'ell^ exprimeni 

ibit inncc ; et il fe fonde, fur ce q y a bien des piopo- 
fitions que Ton re9oit ainii d abord> qui certaincmeni ne 
£>nt point in&^es ; et il en donne divecs cxemples, viz* 
dtwt detuf font qualre^ Stc, Mais ne vous paroftra-t^il . 
pas qu il confond de fimples definitions de mots avec 
des v^rit^s evidentes par elks-memes ? Au moins, cll ii 
certain que tous ces exemples, font de iimples definitions 
des mots, deux ^ datx font quatre. L*id^c qu'dn exprime' 
par deux ft deux, eft la meme que cellc qu'on exprime par 
quatrCy &c. Or perfonne ne dit que la connoiflance d*une 
definition de mots foit inn^e« puifqa'elle fuppofe celle da 
* langage. ■ Mais cettc propofition, le tout eft plus grand que 
chacunc de ces parties, n'eft point dans ce cas ; et il eft ccr- 
taiti que le plus pe tit eniant fuppole la verite de cettepio- 
pofition totttes les fois qae non content d'ane moiti^ de 
pomme, il vuet la pomme toute e nti^Fe. 

Prencz la peine, Monficur, d'examiner le § 23 ; o\x 
M. Locke vuet convaincre de fauflet6 cettc fuppofitionj, 
qa'il y a des principes tellement znnis, qae ceux qui en 

Cntendciifc 



*■■ ■ ■ ■ ' ' J 

«K innate ; fince many propofitions, thus afleoted to, evidently exprefs'idesw * 
dMt had been acquired \ viz. two aud two make four, &c. But does it not appe.r 
to y00| that he hant coofeunds the definitioo of words with felf-cvident truths f 
m icif^t all the emaples which he givps are mere definitions. The idea ex^ 
pre&d by tvn and Icb» is pncilcly the fame with the idea ot* fiur. Nobody 
lays that our knowledge of the definitions of words is innate, bccaufe' that 
would io^y language to be fo. But the knowledge of this truth, that the ' 
whole is greater than its part, does not imply that fuppofition 3 ftnce an infant 
Ihiws itfelf acqnaioted with chia principle, when^ diffatiafied with the half of 
att^Ie, it indicates its defire to podefs the whole. 

Take the troub!". Sir, to examine § S3 i in which Mr. Itfcke cndeaToun 
to difprove the ailertioB, that theie are fome principles ib tntly ionat^, that 
dnfe who hear th^ apvefied bt wonto for the firft tixne^ immediately com* 

ptehonji 
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cnteodaii poor la pcemi^e foUj et qui en compreaneofc . 
y&aooc$, n'apprainent rie« de noureaa. Premilia^ 

« ment, dit-il, il eft clair qu*ils ont appris les tefwtde 
r^nooce ct la JignifiQation de ccs termes." Mais qui nc 
voit que M* Locke ibrt de la queftiaa \ Forioiuie A'a ja«» 
■lab dtt que des termeSy qu! ne ibnt que des figncs afbi* 
traires de nos idees, fuTiiem inncs. II ajoute, Que le$ 
id^es re&fermees dam de pareils eAopces ne naifient 
paa pluB avec nous, que leurs expfeffionsj et qo^on 
^< acqaiert ces idto dans la futte apres en avoir appm les 
** noms.'* Mais, i. N'eft ce pas donnei pour pieuve de 
ce qu oa a$ime> cette affirmation ip^me ? 11 n'y a point 
d'idto tnn^cst car il n*y en a que d'aequifiss ! M. docke 
riroit bien d*an paretl raifonnement, s'il le trcmvoit dana 
adverfaires. 2. S'il eft vrai qu on apprend les mots 
avant qued*avQir les idees qu'ils expriment^ au moins s'iJL 
(eft nai que ceia foit toojQius ainii, commc M* I#oclce 
!> ntend, je voudrois bien favoir comment la prem'u^re las* 
guc a pu etre foim^e } £t xneme compient il eil po£Qble 
qa*on fafie comprendre a quelqu'an le (ens d*un mot 
BOttveaa poar lui ? Tout homme qui n'a nuU^ id^ de 

f ordre^ 



prdwod them without learning any thing new. '< Firil of 41>" ht •kArvei^ 
« it is clear tbey tm&. have learned the terms of the expre0ion» and the 
•* aKaning of thofe terms." But here Mr. Locke manifelUy departs horn 
tllft qtiliftn Nobody fays that wo;rtl$, which are noerely arbitrary ligns of 
Mr iinir^ arc knatt. He adds, ** tha: the ideas denoted by thefe expreftoM 
*< are nofnore bom with us thaa the cx^reflloQ^ tl^miel?e«» that we ac-. 
f ' fttire the ideas after &r{^ ieannnf die terms by which they arc cxpnfloL** 
Biity 1. Is aoC chit to take lor granted the thing to be proved i Tiiere m m 
ioBate Ideas, fi>r ail ideas are acquimd. J4r. i4Wlce woold laugh atlue e die i * 
fanes, were they to make ufe of fuch an argument. %. If words are learned 
Jkfbre ideas, at leall if that is always the cafe^ at Mr. Locke onderiUnds it 
be, I would be glad to kaoiK htm (he fu^ could have been fanned, or 

bear kcoi^ be poflible to communicate to any one the »»*^a"i!^g of a voni alto^ 
ac(hcriiciirt»liim? A petfto who had no ide* of onJer* £ircxaiiipk» vroald 

be 
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4re ce mot dnl^, 4tt*im bv^ogle cekai de caukur. 

Au § 27, M. Locke ftic Ics idecs innec^j, parcequ'elles 
fie paioSfi^m nidans les enfans, ai ciatisles imb^cilles, oik 
tiles dmokM ptiolm le plos. Mm, u Ceax qai ad^ 
tw et t ttit ks idto iiHi^» iie les cKfyetut pas plas natttvefics 
a rame, que fes faculty ; puis done que V^tat et la con- 
fHtution du corps nuit a celki-ci dans Ics imbeciUeSy «Ue 
^en ftti£cmife^<u'oii He leer maarque point les Mm» a* 
lie fak mtaie n'eft pas ^nti^mvent vml ; let anhuM et les 
imMcilles ont I'id^e de leut exiikncc, de icur indivldaa- 
lk6, de leur identity, &c. 

IHiis le reftedece If. Lodce fe ditisrtiCM depeaa 
•ce cettx qui ewjyeiit qufe les 6nonc6s dcs maximes atv- 
i\raites iunt inn^es : mais les plusd^ernain^sfcholaftiqucs 
n'oiit jaoiaitrieo ditde ^snblabky et il rit d'one chindsi 

Jc ne lais, Moiilicur, comment il c(i arrive qu'au lictt 
«le ti'ois ou quatie courtes r^flexioos que j'aarois du vous 

donner 

hem more capable of nnderftinilin ^ wtaimdmp this atfn bonhSii 

could underftimd the word cdoue. 

In paragraph 27, Mr. Locke denitt iiUMte idwi» hecunk they are not 
found tn children and idiots» in whom we ought iDoft tD«(ped meeting with 
fheni. I answer, i. Thofc who adtnic ianatc ideas* do not believe them 
tnore rmrural to the muid than its faculties ; tind as the Hite and conftitation 
of the body dif^urbs the fwuilriCT of iJiots, die fame caufe mtj hinder 
them from (hovving any figns of innnte \dr^s. z. The fa^ il not ftri^^tf 
true. Even idiots and infoots have the uica 01 tiieir txilienoe, individuality, 
identity, &c. 

In the remainder of that p3r:\j:r:<ph, Mr. I^ke diverts himfclf wiiii the 
abfurd'ry of thofc who believe the crprefTVonii of abdr^ct ma xims 1 j be innate j 
but the mof^ determined Ichohllic never inaintaincd any iuch opimon i and be 
combnts a chimera \*-hich is the work of his own fancy. 

I knojv not how it has happened that, inftcad of a few general reflexions 
which I ifltcodcdj 1 have £eat yoaa loaf and circfomc critic«fm on^forac 

paflagcft 
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donner fur tout ctcu }€ me fuis engag6 dans une critique 
longuc et ennuyeufe^ de quclques endioits d'un leul 
chapitre: c'eA apparemment un refie de lai&tude; j'al 
trottv^ plus de facili^ k fuivre et a chicaner M. Locke qa*i 
penfer teut icul. Prcncz p iticnce ct paidonnez. J'en- 
trevois bien des chofes a dire iui ie lecond chapitre, oil 
U s'agit des principes innis de pratique i mais je ne vous * 
en fatiguerai qu'apr^s en avoir Te9tt Paveu de vous-mtoe- « 
On ^crit 191, que le Roi de PrufTe vient de bactre lea 
Autrichiens et de leur tucr 20 milie bommes^ en ayant 
peidu 15 miUe des fiens* Voili done oil il alloit en pa(- 
£int par Leipfic. Si cettc nouvelle eft vraiCi la guene ne 
fauroit manquer de devenir |»^n6rale, et de I'aii qu'ciie 
commence^ elle fera terrible : mais je crains bien que ia 
M« P. n'ait le fort de Charles XIL Qpi le ibuticndra con- 
tre la France, rAutriche, etpeut-ctre la Ruffie r^unics ? 

J'ai rhonncur d'^tre^ avec une parfaite confideratioiv 
Moaiieur» &€« 

Allamano, 



ftflil|es of a liagte chapter. The rcnuiifii of liffimde* pidbabljr* imtfe it 
ofiar Ibr no to Allow 4ifpiite with Mf. Locke^ thoo Co tbiofc mi ralba 
dooe. Hm poticoce> tnd pifdoii OK. Theie no nvajr mottlet to rndto 00 
dio ioeond chiipier« where he tieatt of laiuitc praftleil ptiodplei. Bot I will 
act tiie yoo with thitfoljefty ualeft yon dc6ic lt» 

Oar flewfpepm Uj, chat the Kiof of Pnflb hat beat die Aoftnaaaf aoA 
kilM nveniy thoolaadof their neii | with the lofa of fifteen thooftod of hie 
om. Thiawaa theoljelt he had in view wlienhe pafledthnnigh Leipikkf 
If the newi be troot die war wntit become general j end^ accordhis to ap« 
, peerancca, it will be terrible. But I much ftar left hia Pruffian Migelly nee( 
with die lato of Charlea XII. What are hit refiNiicei for deftnee a|ainft the 
nailed ftrengdi of France and Auftria* and pcrhapi of Roffia f 
1 have die honoor to be» with the iiiQft perftft confidindoDf Tount *e. 
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No. HI- 

M. Allamand d M. Gibbon. 
Monsieur^ Bw, le « oasoiM 175^. 

TE fuis charm^ de Tcxaflitudc ct de la penetration qui fc 
difputent ie terrcin dans la dcmierc Icttrc que vous avca; 
jiris la peine de m*£criK : ct comme voa$> Monfiear^ 
je erois que la queftion toache i ik d^ctiion. 

Vous avez fans doute raifon dc dire que les propofi- 
tions evidentes dont il s'agit, ne font pas de fimples idccs, 
mais des jugemens. Mais ayez auffi la complaifance d^ 
3<ecolino!tre qlie M* Locke les all^aant en exemple dMdIea 
qui pafTent pour inn^es et qui ne le font pas felon lui» s'il 
y a tfi de la m6pnfe^ c'eA lui qu'il faut iclcver la-deiTus^ 
et non pas nioij qui n'avois autre chofe a faixef qu'i veiiiter 
6 mani^re de raiibnner contre Tinn^tt^ de ces id^s, oa 
jugemens la. D'ailleurs, Monfieur, vOus remarqucrcz, 
s*il voutf plaity que dans cette difpute il s*agit ea cfTet^ de 
&voir fi cf names \iuii^ ^videmcs et communes* et non 
pas fculemeni ccrtaines idto fimples> font inndes, oa 

non. 



ilfr. Allamanp to Mr* Gibbon* 

SIR, 0£lob-r Z7.y \--^b. 

1 am delighted with your laft letter, euu:>l!y dlftirs^unhcd by icc ir :v ..ad 
ptnetration | and with you, Slr^ I b(;licve tliai the ^uedioa appruachcs to its 
dtcifion. ^ 

Yai ire right in Tiying, that the felf-cvidcnt propofiticns, which I mcn- 
tiooed, are not merely ideas, but judgments : yet you will have the good- 
ntft to obferve, that Mr. Locke having given them as examples of ideu 
which pafs for being imiate, but which he dors not regard as Aich, the mif- 
tdce ii chargeable on him, and not on me, who had nothing farther to do 
thai CO refute his mmner of reafonin|». Eer ier, yjj vv.l] be p!eafed to rc- 
Mriti that the real queftion isj whcLhcr ooc ooiy certain ideas^ but u!fo 

ccmia 
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non. Ceux qui afiirment^ ne donaent guere pour exem-* 
pie d*id^es (imples qui le {cjcntt que celles de Dieu; de 
runit^, et de Texiftence : les autres exetnples font prls de 
propofitions completes, que vous appellcz jugemcns. 

Mais* dites-vous* y aura t-il done des jugemens uui^s ? 
Le jugement eft*il aulie chofe qu'iin aAe de nos facoMt 
intclle61iielles dans la comparaifon des id^es ? Le juge- 
ment iur Ics Veritas evidcnte3> n'cil il pai une fimplc vuo 
de ces v6nt6s la, im fimple coup d*«l que Teipnt jetto 
fur elles ? J'accorde tout cela. £t de giace, qtieft ce 
qu'/W/^ P N'cft cc pas vufi ou coup d*C3eiJ, fi vous \ uulcz ? 
Ceux qui d^iinident I'lJce autrement^ ne «'elpign€nt-ii» 
pas vifiblement du fens et de rimemioa du not ? Dire 
que les id^es ibnt les efpdces dea efaoles iapriaftiea dana 
refpilt, comme I'imagc de robjot fcnfiblc ti*ac4e dans 
Toeil, n'eil ce pas jargonner plutot que de^r i Ux c'^^ft 
la faute^ qu'ont fake tons lea metaphyficieDV, et quoiqut 
M. Locke Fait bien feiitle> il a mieux aim€ fe Scher 
Gomre eux, et tirer coaue les giroucUcs dc la pi nee, que 

a'appiiquc£ 



tatmn conmoB and felf-e*i4car pfopofirioiM be imuree. The only cxampTet 
| eo< y ced ef imati Meat are tbafe af Oad, vsiatf$ and esiftcmei die other 
ciiBBpkaafeof inaatapaepafitionat lalikii yM «8ll jttdsmea<s> 

Yott alkf wrlwther it be poOibte that cw jndgnienta iboald be imialr> jud§« 
not beiaa aadilBig eUe but the aft of onr imelleOiial facultiea In caonpMins 
e«r idcas» and our judgniaiit conceniBg l(lf«evadent ttullia being mnaly tlie 
pereepdoii of thole tnitha bj a fimple gtanee of the mind ? I f tant aU thac 
bnt would aik, what cUbia an idea but a glance of Ae nund ? Thofe who define 
it odierwifet wildly depart from the original ftob of the word t and talk iinin-* 
telliglbly, wfacn they fyy that jdeaa aie fpcckt i that is, appeanacci of thinga 
'hnpitiled OQ the nlnd* aa the inwgM of cocpoifal obje6b aie impreflad on die 
eye. All metaphyilciana "have commtted this niftake ^ and Mr, Loeke* 
tlioogh fenCUeof it» haa dhofen in hii a^garto direft hia batteHes againft the 
weatbcicocks^ lathar thaa iigai&ft lbs buildlv alfitli JUWBdiiH » tka nan* 
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g'appliquera dtoHercegafimatias. C^enVMldit: non 

jculemcnt il n'y a point d'ld^es inn6es dans le fens de cc$ 
MeiFieurs ; mais il n*y a point d idoes du tout dans ce fens 
M : toote idie t(i an a6^e, une yae^ an coup d*<3eil de I'ef- 
prit. D^s lors denlander s'il y a des id^es innto, c'eft de«> 

roandcrs'il v a certaines verltes fi evidentcs ct fi C(immunes 
^ue tout cfpiit non itupide puiffe natureliement, fans cui- 
tiire et iaxu maitre^ ians difcuflion» fans r^ifonnement^ les 
Koonnottre d'an coup d'oeil. L*a£rmative ine parott in«^ 
comeftable, ct felon moi, la queftion eft vuidee par la. 

Maintenant prencz garde^ Mopileur^ que cette maniere 
d*entendi« rafiaire^ va au but des pamfans des id^es inn6es 
tout comme la leur; et par li m^me, contredit M. Locke 
dans le fien. Car pourqudi voudioit-on qu'ily cutdcsid^es 
ioaees? C'eft pour en oppoier la certitude etl'evidence am 
doute oniverfeldes feepaqaes, qui eft mine d'un ieul coup, 
I'il y a des yim6% dont la vue foit n^ccflaire et naturelle i 
J'iiomme. Of vous ientez, MonHeur, que je pui$ leur 

dire 



bg of thefe metaphfficiaitff there Wte fv^j no innate ideasy beciufe In dieir 
of the word there are no ideas whatever. An idea is merely an ad or perf 
ccftioB of the mind: and the <)ueftioa concerning innate ideas is merely to 4eCer« 
foinci whether certain truths be not fo toiiimon ind fo evident) that every 
mind, nor abfolHCeljr ibipid^ miift recognize them at a fingle glance, without 
ike afliftaace of any teacher, and without the intervention of any difcuffion or 
feaibuQg } and often witboat bctng fenfible that this glance is caft on them f The 
affirmative appeati to me Incontrovertible f and the quellion thereby i« folved. 

Yon will pleafe to remark, that this way of ekpiaining the matter is as ia^* 
vourable to innate Ideas, and. thirelSMre as oppofite to Mr. Lockers dodrine, ay 
the unintelligible hypothefis above mentioned. For what reafun do we conten4 
in favour of innate ideas ? To oppofe evidence and certainty to univerfal fcep-f 
tici(in{ whoTe eaufe is ruined by proving cerCain truths to be fo ncceiTary and (9 
nataral to man, that they are aoiverrally recessed by a Tingle glance. Thi» 
nty be proved according to my nmiog of the word idca^ «a well as accoffdjog 

VOgr I. Y fi» 
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dire ccla dans ma fa9on d expliquer la chofe, tout aufli bi-» 
CR que les' partifans ordinaires des id^'es inn^s dans la kur* 
£t voili ce' qut femble incommoder un peu M. tocke,'^ 
qui,f-jns fe declarer pyrrhonicn, laifle appcvcevo-ii- un pea 
tfop dc toiblc pour le pyii honiime, et a beaacoup concri- 
buc i le nourtir dans ce fidcle. A fotce de vouloir mar- 
quer l^ bornts de nos conno'ifTanceSy^ceqdi ^lok'ibrt'ii^- 
celVdire, il a quelqucfois tout mis en born^?s. 

Apies ces lemarques generales fur le fond dc la quef^i- 
on, il eft peu n^teiTaire de s'arrdter a quelqties particuUif* 
res, ou vous ne me croyez pas £on6i^ Cependant vous 
nie permettrez de vous faire faire obferver far celles que 
vou^ relevez : i« Q^e daus ce §^^5. da ch. i*ileft bien 
vrai que M** Locke^ m^le ces deux chofes, dtre aduelle*- 
mcnt dans Tcfprit, /am que tefprit s'm apfer^oive — et, y 
^tre, fans qtiil iV« Joit jamah apper^u. — Mais il eft certain 
aufli, qu a la conclulion de ce il s'en ttent au premier 
incognito, et d6nne lieu a ma critique en s'exprimanf ea 
ces tcrmcs. Jt: luis la iiaducllon Fran9oiK\ n'ayant pas 
roriginal. Dc forte, dit-il, que foutcnir qu'unc chofe 
*^ foit dans remendement, c^qu'elle n'efl pas con^ue par 

«* rentendcment,* 



to the fenfc In \Vhic!i this word was vnlgarljr taken j ard the pr^Tof wouJd not 
have been very plcafing to Mr. Locke, who wllhout profcfiing himfclf a fceDtiv, 
yet fhewi a I vining to the fceptical fide j and vvhofe work t h ue contiibutcd 
nnich to tbt JitTurion uf" fcepricifm in the prefent Age. His too e.Tgcr di-firp of 
trcini' til'- liniits of luimr.a kno.vkUpC^ a thing' highly ncccflary, has n;;ivlc him 
Icivc iioiliinji but limits. 

After thefe general obicrvationo on tiie miln ^ucftion, it is not very rr- 
ccfiary to iiefccnd to the pattkulars in which you think me ir.lftaken. Yet 
yoa will permit me to ar/v cr your objcdians. I. It is tr\if, tli.it jMr. Locke, 
^ 5. c. I. joins the two t:£prc{Tiyivi, ** being in the mind, wiihouc be'n^ ac- 
•* tuaiiy perceived by the mind and ** being in the mind, \viihout having ever 
'* been perceived by the mind but at the conclufu>n of tlie paragraph he 
I lys hinifelf open to my crlticlfm, by cxprefilng himJelf .is tuiio.vs : *^ So that to 
<* be in the underllandlng.»and iiot to be undcrliood, to be in the mind and 

Dcvtr 
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rcntcndemcnt, quVIIc ci\ Tefprit, fans que I'cf. 

prit Tapper^oive, c elt aiiUnt que li i'oa diloit, qu- 
uae chofe eit, et n'eft pas dans Teiprit ou dana Tentea- 
dement." N*eft-il pas dair, Monfieur, que te grand 
philofophe, ^crivant ccla, 6m: dans rcneur, ou la m^- 
prife de fait que je prends la Uberti dc lui i^procheri cV 
eft que Vefprit ne peut avoir aucune conaoiflance qu'il 
ae Tapper^ oive aAaellement ? Je crois bien que fi on Ta- 
voir d'abcid relcv^ la-defl'us il auroit fcnti fa mtSpriic, 
mais il n'en eft pas moias viaif e( qu'il y eft tomb^« et 
qtt*li s'ea faic aa principe centre fes adverfalres. 

2. Vous Toulez qu*on luI pafle fa diftm($lion entre If 9 
id6es qui fi^n dam tcfprh ct ccllcs qui font dans la mi^ 
mnre; a moi ne tienne, pourvi^ que vous preaiez le mc| 
d'id^e comme moi; car> en ce fens> uae id^eeft dans 
ycfprit, lorfque Tcfpnt envifage aflueJIcment la propofiti- 
on qui eft I'objct de fon idee, ou de fon coup d'ceil^ et el-* 
it n'eft que dans la m^moiie, lorfque I'efprit ayant aupa^ 
ravaat jett< ce coup d'geil for elle^ en a plus de facility ( 
la r^it6rer> et en le r^iM^rant, fent que ce n'eft pga la pre- 
miere 



" never to be perceiTe4> ii tU one ;ts to fay, any thing it «)4 ia not in the 
** mind or underftaoding." Jc it clear, Sir, that thit great |»hUofopher 
erred in Meriting thit pa0age | inaintaiivng, wliat I took the liberty to ^» 
tradifl, that nothing could be in the underftuidloi without being perceivc4 
to be there. I doubt not chat \m WO|»Id liayc corre^cd this inillake had it 
btco pointed out to himj but he certainJy fiUn into ir» ao^ «inpi0yt it W S 
principle of reafiNiini u^i&oSt hit adverfarici. 

1. You think that we ott|he to admit his diainflion between « ideas In tbt 
'* naind,*' and ** ideas in the nMRiory.** I admit the diftin^ion with all m/ 
heart, provided yovi take the word idea in the fame acceptation a« I do. InthaC 
icnfe an idea is in the mind, wiien the mind a^ually confidcrt the propofitioa 
which is the olyed of itt )d«i» that is, of its glance or perception} and aa 
idea is in the memory when the mind, having fonMrty caft that glance oi| 
k» finds thereby a greater facility in rrcaUing it, remcmberiof at the fame 
tioe that it (wtmXy WM the oIu«^ of Hs pcreeptioai B«t if ^ 1ia4iiftafid 

V a bf 
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fois qu'il envi&ge cette propofition lil«^MaU fi par idles^ 

vous entefndez ces ^^r/j chim^riques^ fuppof6es pai les 
XDCtdphyficiens, et autant qu'il m*en fouvient, pas ailez 
nettement cong^di^s par M. Locke, jVn revtens, 8*il vons 
plaits k ma pf^teii(ioii» qa*on ne a'entcnd paa foi mime 

quand on i..jlV.nguc la m^moiic de rcfprit. 

Un violent mal dc ittc que j'ai appone de notre v^n^ia- 
ble* daife, ne me permet pas d'tondre davantage cette let- 
tre, et m'emp^cbe de la faire moins courte et plus nette. Je 
vous piic, Monlicur, de Tcxcufcr telle qu'elle eft. Pcut- 
6tre» p^n^trant commc vous ietcs, nc iaiilerez*\ou8 pas 
d'y entrevoir dequoi privemr toote difficult^ fur les prin* 
cipes inn6s de pratique : M. Locke me paroit plus fort 
191 que fur les autres^ mais ii n'a pas iaiile de s'y embaraf- 
ftr un pen par-ci par-la* - 

Je me faiibis une fite de^Tous v6ir un moment a Vevay, 
etj'ai et^ capot detre difappointcd ; li j'cntends ce root de 
vouc laiJgue, la nouc n'en a point qui peutdiie fi bicn la 
mime ckofe* Je n'ai m^me iru M« Favillaid que dans laf* 
fembUe^ 

Si 



by ideal thefe diimencal fpecies, the mere fif^ions of metaphyficianst and 
as it feeins to nie» not fufficiently difproYcd by Mr. Locke, I return to my 
i0crtion, and maintain that the diftin^oii is w«ii>»<rPipHff between ** bdi^ 
in the mind," and " being in the mcnjory,** 

A violent lieulach, which I broogbt mUi sac from onr venerable clafs, Hq. 
4ers ne from continuiiig this letter, or rendering %^hat I have already written 
ihorter and more perfpicuous. I intreat you to excufe its imperfe^ions. Yt ur 
penetration will perhaps difcem how all difficulties may be folved concerning in« 
sate pniAical principles. Mr. Locke treate this f^bjc& better than he dota Che 
Others ; but in feveral paits he is fomewhat pmsled* 

I rejoiced at the hopes of feeing you for a ir.oment st Veva^y and was 
tut^nSti at being difa^mtcd. If I ri^tly ooderAand this word of jon Ian* 
guage, it cannot be well traoaaud into onn» I met with Mr. PaviUaid oiil^r is 
(heafiembly. 
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la conlid6raiion, 

J.LA MAN D. 

iamais 




^ L£XX£KS XO AND IfiiOM 

IV, 

TJ*QITTD£M Dniraa Innij non OSdipu.?; dtcam tameii 
•■^ quidde dubi.v e JtiAinu piopoCifiH locis mUii vidcatur* 
I, Just IN US, libr. ii. c. 3. His ignur A/li /vr m/7/# 
fuininitm mn&i viitigaUi Jiiit* F^ndmli irihuti/mm Ninm 
Afffrmnm imfofidl* Adeo manifdkit €(l calculi error, 

Ut miiuui vidcii poHiti Jianc lr61ioaLiii unqiia;ii fuifle a 
qttCM|uaBi ki textttm rccrptam ; ita cnim Nintis Seibftre 
ntlle quingaitis aimii inferior aflct irtate. Orofiua^ qui 
JuAinum per compendium fumma cum fide cxpreffit, haee 

\n liunc modnm commemoiat. Lib. i. c 14, Univerfam 
4juoqu§ Mgyptum {Sc)tha) pofdajm: niji pakdihiS imfi^ 
4iti^ ffpulfi juifftni* Inii continue rtverjt^ fifdomiiam 
infinitis cadihus Aftam ViSlif^alem fecere : uhi pit 1 15 arnos 
Jm face immoratig tandem uxorum Jia^Uatione revocaniur, 

dittmieuahm, 

fpo/effir. ButirtMGZK to Mr* GtiMsr «iLauiaiiDe« 

OAober»»9 17 jf. 

THOUGH I atn ThmUf Mt Wifotp I wiU gfte yen my opMoo coocem* 
la| lilt 4iflicultjei in Joilin, which jmi propoft for mjr confidttmrioo, 

I. In fim ihki chi^ «f hlf f«coad hp6k ht iiyi» ** That A(b ivMtil* 
*< hnuatf iftcf* MMUfiw to th» ScyChlaaf» a04 Hut Ninat p«t tfi end I* 

thoih coatribvtioiM.** Th« mwibcr of ytan ii fo ouoUMly mmnm§ 
\ktt it i$ tMiOAug foch 0 rradinf ifaottM ovir Imvo btio adnittod tnto cho 
test I for k laakc* Ninui txer than Scfoftrif t ptriod of Aflccn hmdifi 
ycxn. OroGoir who abridged Juffin wkb tha |rcatci fid^ty, fpaaka to tho 
follo^iHf porpofoi The Scyth!m fraald h«v« rtvafed tho «fliolo of 

£fypt» hid they oot been prcveorrd by tho mtrihei. When they ic- 

corned firon that €pODtty« they mado a Uoedy con^oeft of A(iM$ and lon- 
w dend it tribotary. Iltring teaaioed there Ifteca toMifi yean# thry at 



Digitized by Google 



''"r fit. 



■ III 



u 



1,1' 

• II 

i' 









ir v.i 








I jM. 






(4 J 

lift * , 










|r.»'i-.r 






n 


1 u> > 













priiifqiiam m^nus conferuiflfcnt, nounili poft hoHes dcvlc-* 
toi accaiios, in caitra leverterunu Qi^'id quod ipfe Ju^ 
dniis idtm baud ob&on) iaauit| qauin »U s M^M his ism 

jvjlis preethutf vdut in ftHtm TtCTORl^ cafira fieri jvjftt 
qunium moiinomius ti hjlis tERRSRETUR. Quod ii vero 
^tuas^ MaccdoQum exercitum iniinitis Cuphitanun copiis 
territum a pr^lio abftinaiffe, atijoe hoc tiniore perettlfbm 
i .ditnm matuiandum cfle ccnfuiflTe, 119 ego ron intclligo 
quo fenfu JuAinui» dixciit : Cvjlra f^jjm£e vtlut in finem. 
V J Gloria: f^J^U^ ead$mfdhto m^mfianiwra m Jufiis 
verrerxtur: 0t am cratulatiokr m to rmr* 

iijj^' Ubi ft hoc contra Sebifii eracndationcm notari ve- 
hm, fomulam iilam Ipquendi cum cratvi.4TIokx 
alteram illudj nx^tfl^fut fmu ^^fi^ hofiiu^ jam compre* 
beitdere* Adfoque ilia tua emendatio omffis htfiihu$ <t 
ab hiftorisE hcic ni a Juftini fentcntin multum abludit. 

3. Justin, lib. xxii. c. 8. Terra motu pcnio month 
mhrtiptA QalioruM Jttmmt ettfroHmh confhrUfftmi nMMf, 
iMvf fin$ vutfuriius h^htm^ dififau, nuhami, Ne te of- 
fcudat duiior, quae tibi videiuv traie6lio vocis hjlium 

combated and corvjnered the enemy. Juftin himfelf gave us to underhand 
m mucht when he fiys, ** That Alexander, moved by fuch juft prayers, 
** caufed> at the end of his wffd/^, a camp to be formed, whofs walls might 
** in/fire terror into the enemy." If the Macedonians, therefore, as you 
imagine, bad been frightened at the inoumenble forces of the Cupliites, and 
therefore returned haftily into thclf camp, I do not fee wh^ Juf^in ihould 
ifay, at th« end if Ms viSery, :i:ff>'iri ttn^ Mtf* tike e^m^, or tiat tkrjf 
teiumed to tkc'v camp tvlti tkani^gm'.ngt. ' It may heic be remarked, in 
oppofitlon Co Sebifms* cmeadatloa, that the expreiUoni »m gratiUatimi, if 
traniUted " with ihanjcfgivings,*' will include ihtf^Jt Aylm, 1« t^x^ftmi^m 
(.fit ; thit is, the JacrifUe tf tAaxks | lb that yoor alteration of eat/b igj^siato 
ewriffu k^ ^h equally incooMeiit ynlAk luftortcal trat|i and die wvds of JdBa. 
3. In Joftin» lib. xxivi c. viiL we read, « Part of the UMantatn earned 
eway by the earthqualce overwhelmed the arscy of the Caolas and tti 
thick maflet breaking in fcattered piecesf fell «!em vrith great feice» iio| 
witbovt wMiading the eoeipy.** You need zet be ofieaded with the hatj( 

dtafpefidott 
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id entiii^ qnatiMrb ignave, fzStam fuifle memovaat hifcH 
ytci Romani quo quafi coimtio; in ilUs Of^fim^ lib. il. 
c. 19. Fatentitn GalH urbem penetrant : en captam ui benji 
Romam ! Univerfam reiiqaam juveniutem in arce CkpHo' 
BmMmUis kiitaniem obsidionx cmtchi^mi: t^fuesnfo^ 
Uees reli^uiasy fame^ f^fify defperatione^ formidine tenent, 
JuHgunt, &c. Vides urbe 3am capta^ defenlioni tameji 
locum fuperfuifi« ; neque piofe£ko redimi urbem opus 
foHXel, oih jam m hoffiam poteftate, r« capu fuifiet* 
iN on videiis de co cmendationis tuae incommodo cogitaffe, 
quod capuolium folum aiuo imSt^ redemptmn a£bmaret» 
contra hiftoria: fidem. 

5. Justin* Hb. xxxi. c. i« Legati primum a fenatu 
Romano niiffi, ut Antiocho Syria regi perji^aderent, ne hello in* 
vmtat eas Cale»Syri^ cii itaiti, quas -^gyptii priore heiU o^- 
€9ipinmt, ptof prctnde Mgyptii juris fiurtmt, hoc up fuM «r« 
gamentoy qu0i hm chniaits ad tfgem pupillum perthermiy fi« 
dei fuae traditura. Atquc ctiam fnpra Juninus, lib. xxx. 
t» 3* mcmorat : Miliiiur pt Ltpidus iu Mgyptumf qui 

iytori^ 

ffite dlit tilor dXff tafcen^ wt> defended* dscugh In a eofmHy mm^ 
IKT* OnSntp tmoog tthtOf faye* lib. xv. 1. 19. The Gwk peiieiiate4 

ifllo die tftn PQT f Itome was now taken j the left of the ywA wero 
** A«t «p and ^ffffgfd m the citadel of the Capitollne Mount ; wbm Acj 
f* were a prej to lionger, peftilcnce, temnr and deipair.** Yott taaj per* 
orivet dteiefbre, tfaac though die city was talcen» ita defence waa not cn- 
^elX ahaoJoned ; and if it had not been talcen| it needed nqt to have been 
tanlbined* It feenia not to have occurred to |;oni that your cuiwQien iaa* 
pCfs ^ Capitol mAf t» have been ranfbmedy which i« not lUb^allj tree. 

5. In Jiafttiit lib. xsai. c. x. we read, Ambafladon were Mk fent fay the 
^ Roman feoate to pcrfiiadc Antiochvi, King of Sjriay that he ftould not 
** make war on the dtiea of Cicle-Syriat which ^ Egyptian* had occupied 

in die fenoer war« and which were diefcfore fubicA to Sgypt} ufing with 
" him diis aigiiment* that diefe cidea beloaged to a youqg orincc, their 
"^pll, who hsd been committed by hit ^tfaer to the prate£^ion of the 
** RoQHOk** Jhis fms Author^ lib. xxx. c. iit. faya^ M. Leptdni waa 

** feat 
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Uitmrt^ mrntm regmm fufiili aditfinijiret. Altm deinde 
]egatio> quae fupenrenit, poftquam Antiochus hasclvita.- 
tcs in potcftatem faam jam rcdegerat, poftulans, ut ilia 
im inteffrum r^tuaniur, omiffa pt^illi ferfima^ nunc alio 
praetextu utitur, nimirum quod iftae civitates ^i/r^ hgUifit^ 
fint populi Romam\ duici Jus belli fit, quatcnus ab ip« 
fo hello, five co quod bj:llo paitum eft, diftinguitur, dc? 
clarabo duobus Jocis Livli ^ altero ex dtiinti Flsminini 
ad Nabidem oratione, lib. xxxiv. g. 37. ^hus igitur 
Amiiitia vTf}Jatur? nempe his Juab us rchiis maxima : fi focior 
tneos pro hojlibus habeas : ft cum liojiibus te conjungea* Ut* 
rum non a tefa^m eji / nam Meffenm uno atifia totUn^ 
jure fadgris, quo et LaeetUmnnem in nmicitiam mfiram accept 
tarn, foi ius ipfe fociam nQbis urbem vi atque armis cepi/ii : et 
turn Philippo hojletw/iro Jocietatcm . • •pepi^JU, AUcra Flori, 
lib. iii. c. V. Sluifpf nx wmjmn quajt alienam^ fid quia 
ami/erat, quqfiraptam, jure belli repeietaf. Vt taceam \U 

lud 



fent into E^'vpt to govern thai kingdom, with the title of tutor to the 
«« young king. A fccond embafly was fent, after Antioclius hid taken 
•< poflTeflion of thefe Ciiits, dcnuni^jjig taat they fliould be reftorcd 5 and 
<« wltiioiic m.ikir.g any mention of the pupil king, nicrtly on this ground, 

Lh iL thcfc citlt;s bil<»ni;cd to the Romans by tlie right of war." Juftin, 
)ib. xxxi. c. J. Wh.it this right of war is, in contradilliiidlion both to war 
itfcll, and to conquolls made by ^^a^, appears from the two following paf- 
fages, the firft of which is pajt of Quintus Flaminiiuis's fpccch u. the tyi int 
Nai'is, in Livy, lib. xxyiv. c. ^? t By what mcifurcs is the frlendiliip 
•* between tlalcs violated ? Principally by tlicfc two} v.hi-M you treat with 
•* boftility our allies, and when you make alliance wit li our enemies. Arc 
«* not you guilty of both, fulcc you, through our ally, have fei/cd, by arms 
** and violence, MffiVnc, a city as much our ally av Lacedemon itfclf j and 
** fince you have entc rt d into an alliance with Philip our enemy ?" Th« 
other p.ifTsge is in Flams, lib. iii. c 5. "The King (Mithrid itcs) did 

not lonfjder Afia aa a lounliy not belonging to him ; hut ^z it had been 

formerly taken from him by yioioice, he fought to lecover it k^' the law 

•«of 
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tndyiUvM/radutrumque, podore tamen fenfu ad jtAebai 
tf/litut ininUgrum referrl poflTe ; ftatin enim fuhjict^ ; a|>* 

nucnti beliaiu dcnunciatum. 

6. Justin, libr. xxxi. c. r. Igitur Setiatus fcripjh 
flamimfto^Jf «t viSeaiur, Jkuti MactdonisM « FhiJippo, its 
Grmeiam m NMd^ Uhireu Qtiid de gloria FUminini duds 
belli Maccclonici Aatudiuiuu lit, docft foimula b. C. apnd 
Lmum, lib. jcxxui. c. 32. -iS. P. ^ tt L* ^uintius 
Im^ Fhilipp0 ngf^MMidxmibufya dsvigtis, lihwosy im^ 
mnms futs Irgibus efje jiAet Cmnihiot^ &c. £t Florus, lib. 
ii. c. xii. Succ(/}erat ThtUfpo Jilius Perfts^ qui SEMEL llf 
rKRP &T UUM viCTAM ejji Mocedoniam mm putahai ex gen* 
lis digmUAi* C^uttritur jam an G(uindu8t qui Macedonia* 
am vicit> ullo fenfu did poflit Miacedoniam a Philippo libi-- 
r4/p, quao^vis dcinsie ipfa Macedonia PhilippQ fion fae- 

tit 



«• «f ivar.** S need not meadoo that ** the ttw of war/* to JuAIn, may hate 
f lefercnc^ to both the ciccumftaacca by which ftiendfliip between ftatea i« 
%iol«ted I but principally to the attack nade on the dominiona of PlnTemy» 
M airy of the |Lomana» who defire him to be reinftated hy Antioehus in 
kia poiTciiions | for th« author immediately addaj that Antiochua icfofed 
to fionpty, war was deooanced against him. 

6. In Juftin, lib. xxxi. c. I. we ttad| *< The ftoate» tberefbiVf wiote t* 
a* Flamiiiinus, that if it fcemed expedient to him» at he had delivered Ma- 
f* tedoA from PhUip» ib he ihould deliver Greece (nm Nabis.** « The glory 
«f Flamininiuj the general in the Macedonian war* it fulBcienely attefted 
ty the m>ra« of the fenate*a decree, ii) Livy, lib. xxxjti. c. 32. « The fe^ 

nace and Ri)man people, and {«. Quintiua the general* having cen(|uef«4 
f* Jong Philip and the Macedonjant, declare free and independent republicat 
f the Cor'mthUna,^ 4rc. Florus» lib. ii. c. 11. fays, <• Perfeua fvcceeded hif 

frcher Philip, and did not think it becoming the dignity of Macedon, that i( 
f * Ihooti remain in fabje Aion, in confetiueoce of being defeated in one war/* 
Yoo a(k, whether Quintius, who conqiiered Macedon, can be faid, in any 
fusSt to hxve delivered It from Philip, although it appears that Philip waa 

really 
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jrit adempta : ct ii Nabidem pari modo vinceretj an ooa 
hoc ip£» Graeciam liberide ccnfendus fit ? At vero omnem 
rem explicifle vidctur ipie JuftinuB^ qui, libr. xxx. cap. 
ult. haec habct : Sed Macedonei Romana fortuna vicit : frac^ 
tus ilaqui hiiio FhiUffuSy face a Flaminino Cof* petita, no- 
nun fmdim npum nHnuit ; fodmrnubus Gracia urbibus, vf- 
lut RiGNt (Macboonici) membris, txtra iirmimf 

antiqucf pcjjfffionis^ otmffis^ soLam Macedoniam rettnuit. 
In Uteris^ ergo, Seaatus Koiu. ad Cof. Plamininum pei* 
Macfdmaam (igmficatur, non tantum Macedonia ftri6)c tic 
d\€tZi tt antiqais temiinis comprehenfa, quae fola Philip^ 
po non full adempta, fed in primis ea (ii^^ciae pais (ifiae 
ui'be8>) quae extra tcrminos antiqua pojjeffionis veliiti regtd 
Macedooici mmhra accelerant) quaeque fub Fiiiiippo 
ad Macedonicumregnum pcrtiaebam; quibusf in fenat£ls 
literis, opponitur Graccia reliqua, a Nabide tcntatn, quae 
hadienus imperio Macedonico nuaquam fuerat fubjc6ia. 
Bine Scnatfls Rom. lententia ifthaec faerit : ficuti Mace- 
doniam a Fhilippo> ita reliqmm Graeciam a Nabide ]ibe-» 
ret. Vel) licuti partem Gracciae, quae ad Macedonlatn 

peninebat 



Kilty Hot deprivid df that kingdoai ? and whether^ if the Roman gawrd coo* 
quarcd NaUli at he had alicady ooaqiKved Philip, he did aoc cfadieby fnm 
Cffecee^ Thcfe diiBcnttici aw fotved by JuiUn, lib. ssx. c. 4. •* The 
** fartiim of dw Romana con^arod ^ Macadonlaiii \ fo that Philip, after 
** hit deftat, havhif obtainod paaca fttm the conful Flaninintti, ptdcmd 

Indeed the fMHW of king, but leapt poflelfioci only of MacedoA, hataeg 
*< loft all ihofe clttei of Greece, which, like fcattered aiembcn of the M«- 

cedonitB Idngdom, lay beyond let ancient bonnditiea.** In the Ictteitt 
tiierelpie, of the Roman fenate to the confol Flamiiiinot, Macedqa Jignifiea 
twt the coontiy ftridly lb called, which alone wa* nut taken from Philip* 
httt that part of Oitcce which lay beyond the original Itmita of Maccdon ; 
to which it oppoied the icft of Cieece, which waa then faanrafled by Nafns, 
bot which, had neter been fubjeft to Macedon. H«nc« the meaning of the 
llenaie appeara to have been, that Qointiut, aa he had deliveivd M^rerfooie, 
kbit if, the pan of 0»ece belonging m Mactdon, fnm Philip, lb he AooM 

deliver 
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pcitinebat a PhilippO^ ita nunc univeriiua pene Qiaeciaai. 
a NabiUc hbcrct. 
€(ttUdixerit? 

— — Non eft fententia ; verum eft : 
CrcUite me vobis folium icdcare Sibyllae I 

November 17, i75l>. 
SiTJT Cliucjc difclpllriA: nudiof'i in fullcitiindis vcicrum 
audorum locis cautiorcs, ct in i^cadis ipiis audtoiibus 
diligentiore8> itque ita mteUtgant» quantie dUigenti« fit 
haec cridca mi et quam temei^ faeiant, qui^ ut aliquid 
concoqucrc non poilant, ant non fatis vel analogisr icl- 
pondens vel diale^Ucis pra:cepuuacuiis fuis conveniens 
puunty ita mntare fuilinent; quae temeritas eft» cum a 
multivS turn a Cel. Burmanno impiinis in pra^fatlonc nu- 
rca riiaedro prscmiila, reprchenfa; cujus ego praefationis 
uti tanquam normam miiii femper propofitam habuj» ad 
quam quicquid eft hnjas ftcultatis dlrigerero, ita leAion* 
cm omnibus his vchcmcntcr conunendatam cllc cupio> 
qui in hoc gcncre elobonre volunt. His, quae pra^tifcine 
dida velim^ praemlflU^ accede nunc ad eani difpatation* 
€m, que circa dabia quaedam Juftiai loca doA8 verfatur. 

I. £mca- 



delifer the rail of Greece fnm N«Ut> who bad «doiUy nide bimfcif mifttr 
anrlj U the whole of thtt country. 

TliM is not merely a conje^ure fafe^ 

But tnitk M cortun at tlie Sibyt*i 

Kovetnber 171 1756. 

TiiosK who apply themfelvea to critlcifm ought to be cautioui In conjee - 
tur<i! emendation, and diligent in dafllcal ftudy, that they may perceiva 
what vaft application thla critical art requiresi and how ra/hly thofe kchnvct 
«pho innmediately alter a pafTage whkh they do not at firft fight tinderdAndt 
or which feems to them inconfiftent with their rules of grarrnvtt or lu^ic. 
Thia raflineft ii juftiy reprehended by mnny, and particularly by the illuiiri- 
OttB Burman, In his valuable prefiwe tu Fhxdrus : which> as 1 h-ut* always 
made it the lule hf which nly own critical hbours have been diredeJ, fu I 
would warmly recommend it to all thofe who purfue the fame walk of litera* 
tttre. Having made thi^ preparatory obfervatioSi I proceed to the dilRcttltiea 
Ws Jaftifli about which (o much leaniinf hat been employed. 

«. Tho 



Digitized by Google 



i. EnKndfttio* loci libr. ii* cap. $ iS« mamfeft^ cor* 
niptl (cujufmodi comipdo in numeris adnoduni pfocU- 

vis, et piopterea ctiam frequens eft) quae fcifcit vulnus fa- 
nari, mutando MD. vcl CIOID. in XV. non potdi noa 
omnibus coidattt fe ptobare; qnanqaam ipia tarn pudcn^ 
* di erroris' ratio in obfcuio lateat r et at vemm fatear^ 
cariofa miiii;, nc quid gravius dicam, femper vifa eft ea 
Cura ac diligenua, quae in iavdtigando ac dcfiniendo eo 
ponituTy quod nitlc diTeriis Btodis accideie ac oriri po- 
tuit. Corrupta ledio ita & habet: kit igitur AfU per 

rmlle qitin^entos aiinos viiltgalis fuit. Coavcnit inter nos de 
fiacera ledtipnc ita reitituenda : igitur ^taperfuindecim 
mmot veBi^aUsjwt. Ta vero> pro tao acuBiine, in ipfa 
corrupta le€tione Yidem tibt cemm hand obfen- 
la quaedam priftinae le^Ionis vcftigia^ atque illud per 
miUexfirmjffa natum eife tibi perfuades ; ut vera hnjiis 
loci Ie£Ho hujufmodi fit: kis tgiiur Afia fermijfa qmndecim 
annos vedigalts furt* Contra hoc le6lionis fupplemen- 
tunij cujus ego necefiitatein nuUani vidcoj monui^ co- 
dices 



1. The emCfldalion of the manircftly corrupt pafTagc in lib. ii. c. 3. ^ iS. 
(a corruption depending ou nuxnberS) and therefore as natural as frequent,) 
currents the error by changing fifteen hundred into fifteen, mull be 
approved by ail judicious critics. The caufc which introduced the faulty 
reading into the text is uncertain ; and tlic qucl^ion that has been fo induf- 
trioofly agitated concerning it, appears to me more curious t'lnn ufeful, fince 
the error might have originated in a thoufand diiicrcnt fourccs. The cor- 
rupt reading runs thus : Afia was tributary to the Scythians fifteen hundred 
" y^sr^." We agree that it ftiOuU be corrcdlcd thus: ** Afu wai tributary 
to tiu' *;rythians fifteen years.*' But In th-* corrupt text you think that 
obfcure traces of the jjenuinc reading may be difcerncd, and imagine that 
per tnilu had crept m^r, the trx't, inftead of pum'iffii \ explaining the paf- 
lage as if ♦< Afia had been permitted to be tributary to the Scythians for fif- 
*• tetn years." I obfcrvcd that this emendation, for which I fee not any ne- 
ceifi:y> ii rcodccei higkl^r impr^^bk^ bceimfe in aadeot nunofcripts the 



Digitized by Google 



$56 LETTERS TO AND FKOM 

dices antiquosy qui numeios litcraruxn notis defcriptoJ 
pnefemntt huic tuae conjedune nulio modo favm* £fc 
qoamTis jum negaverim dari codices andquos qui nume- 

ros integips vocibus cxpofitos efferant; xnihi tamen pcr- 
fuafum eft, piuiimos dari antiques iibros> io primis Iiif<- 
toricos^ in qatbus fiequendores calculi occoimnt^ qui ' 
nuneios literaram nods defonptos lepfaeleiiteiit: Buic ve* 

10 pcvfuafioni fidcm faciunt ctexempla ct teftimonia luca- 
lentiiiima : unicum e mukis afieram Gaieoi de Antidot* L T^i 

Atque oppidd miror, quin etiam doleo, hoc endear dil- 
ciplinse caputs de nods nameralibus, in andquis codicibas 
vane dcicnptast nonduoi cerds obiervadonibus et regulis 
ita efTe adflridum» et in artis formam reda^um, ut frivo- 
la quomndam in numeiis et caiculis pro Ubidine iuigen-> 
dis ac refingendis intemperies ooeiceri» ccrtse contra notse 
charadcrifticK de state ct fide codicum oonftitui, poffink* 
lac vcio iiuic tii3c conjc6^urae qua per milk in permifja mu* 
tandum ceafes> a parte kripturae codicum MSS. nihil ob* 
flare; cam tamen prorfus refpuitj quern Ipfe notas Juftini 
eiror^ qui Selbftrem ab Scythis infiigam a^m» iffmrdiu 

am 



num tt fliunbctt tit ttpicfled* net by words, but by l«tttm ufM m iim* 
flieral macki } and ehongh thqr m femetUaM cxpcdftd hf wwds, yet tliis 
U Mt fvequeat, efpecially is wwki hiftorj. Thk iflSatioa it c^bSiomA 
by ionunenble tdUmadeii I fliaU be comeotcd widi reAtrio; to that of 
Odea de Aityot. I.«»It it a fttVjflft foM bodiol' r«rprifemd srief, tlwc 
this ptft of critkilm» wbich coofiftt in afcertiiiiiaf tiadljr the nlei of im« 
neral iiotation> IhonM not Invt «ie( «rich due attentioa j akfaough thereby 
the raflmeft of wild coijaAaN would be greatly reftrained» and more car« 
taiaty might be attained in determinii^ the age and authenticity of manufcripts. 
Bot let it be fuppofed that your correAion were fafe on this fide, yet it 
woold be deftroyed by the paflage which you yourfelf quote from Juftio| 
« That Scfoilris being put to flight by Uic bcythians, left behind him hia 

« anny 
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eum mm apparatu belli rtU^, perhibet : quumque Jufti- 
nus fupra^ § 1$. diierte commemorat Scythas, a perfe^ 
quendo rege reverfos, Afiam pxrdomitam veHigsIem 

]e:i{]c J qu? mox § 18. idem Afiam non perdomitam, frd 
a Seioftre . e r m i s s a m nai raret ? Non agitur dc fide nar- 
lationisy ied de Juftini fentcmia, five TOra five falla* Ne- 
que fingendam eft JuAinam aperte fibi contrariari* 

Airianiim fi hie confulamus, illc fimpiicitci* memorat^ 
AUxandrum ad Hyphajm anmem proceffijje^ Indas gitt trans 
jtumm habiiarmt, fuhoBunm: turn ver$ MacedMof, qmm 
belli finem nullum cemerenU uUfrius progredi noluifje, fan^ 
demque Cceno deprecante impetrajje ab Alesandroy ut Jc ad rs^ 
ditum pararety quoniam omma iUum idf ulUriare pr<f4&ume 
revocannt* Ibi turn Jkiumdrum XII aras itigintis fuii^« 
m tetplv ^-oftfy, conJHtuiJfe, Nihil ille de Caphitis; ni- 
hil de CC minibus cquitum qui tcrrorum incuterent 
Hacedonibus; nikil de caftris^ Curdus^ lib. ix. c. 

' 2. pari 



«c tmiy aod b«gg^.** Tht Juftorian having oblemd, in § 15, that the 
Scytfaiiiu, aAer retunuog fiwB tlie piufwe of dw king, tcmkred Afia, which 
they had fiibdiiedy tributary j how it it poflible that, in § 18, he fhould % 
lhat thtt happened not in coofeqaance of tbdr own military lucccis, but in 
confcqnoKO of the pmifSon of Sefoftris ?, We are not now inquiring what is 
UftoricaUy true, but what ir Jaftln*< report j which muil not be fuppofcd in- 
cooliAenc with itfelf. 

t* If we han eoofalt Arrian, he tells us merely thu « Alexander pro- 
cacded to the firer Hyphafis, with a view to con4uer the Indians who 
** Ihred bejreod it, but that the Macudo.iaiis, then perceiving there was 
*' no end to riwir labours, rcfufed to advance j and hiijliy prevailed on 
** Alexander, through the earneft intrcaty of ATcenus, to prepare for his 
'•letttmi Tmce every thing Icemed advcrle to his farther progrefs. Then 
•* Alexander crcdted twelve great altars, as monuments of his conquefts." 
Alrian fays nothing about the Cuphitcs, the camp, or the two hundred 
tfaoofand horfemcn, who fo much terrified the Macedonians. Curtius 
lib. ix. c. z aad 3, relates, mat Al«xanacr> when he came to the Hy- 
Vot. i. Z . «* jphalto. 
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fli. pari modo memoTaty AJexandrum, qnum Fluvium Ily-^ 
phafin fervinijit^ ccgnovi^e, nUirionm rifam cokre gentes 
Chu^MfiiUu it Fhamifin, iorumgue rifnn» XJC milUhus 
f qui turn, CC pedifum^ ohjtdaitem vtAS : ad hoc qumlrtgarum 
MM. traherf, et fr^cipuum terrqrem eUphatUos quos MMM* 
nunmus i^i^a* Turn vno MMtdotms regem Ji^ nbmtis 
deirm^fajje ; Canoqta diprecmiie, impetrafje «# redihtm im 
patr:dm fararcnt : fubjungit Teio : Tcrtio die proceffit^ 
irigiqtu XIL aras cx quadrato Saxo^ tnonumenttm expedition 
nis fua ; munimsnls quoqw cefirorum jvffit extendi , cvhilia^ 
qui ampUarts firma quern pro corptrum Mttm relinqui, ui 
fpeciem omnium auger tt, pofietitati failax mirahulum pr€f€- 
ram* Gtmina fere habet Flutarchus in Alex. Quifqais 
faaec cum Juftino comparat^ facile intelligct, Juftmiuii 
quamvis eandem hiftoriam commemoret, nibilominus ia 
praecipuis quibufdam fadi circumi^antiis, et iMexandri 
confiliby ab his fcripioribus diicrepare: maxime aatem 
in eo» quod duplex caftrorum tain infoHta nagnificentia 
conflruendorum con&Iium fuifTedicit^ alteiumq^uod hojlesy 

altcrtim 



** pliaCs, dlfcbVercd that the fjrLher bank wa? inhabited by the Gangarld* 
•* and Pharrafi ; tliat their king, with twenty choafand horfc and two hua- 
<• dred thoufand foot, meant to obftrud his paflagc ; !>dig fumifhed befidc* 

with two thoufand chariots and three thoufand elephants ; which laft fonned 
** the rooft alarming part of his ftrength. The Macedonians then rcfufed 
** to /bllow the king farther; and obtained, through Cccnus' entreaty, that 
** preparations (hould be made for their tetnin home/* He fubjoins ; 

Alciaiider came forth oo die third dflj^ aid iffdered twelre altars of 
** fquare ftone to be ended as a monament of his erppditkoy and die Ibr* 
«' tifications of his camp to be enlaiged, and beds of a ^^aodc fise to be 

conftrudted, that by diffiifing an ahr of vaftnefs on every objed aroand 
<* him, he mi^ excite the credulous vrooder of poAeii^,** Plutarch* 
io hit tieatiic concetniaf the fortune of Alexander, fpeaks to the fame 
purpofe. By comparing thefe antboit widi Jofttn, the reader will | > U€U < e 
that he differs from them all in feverit e0eatial circnmftances ; and parti- 
%iilvly m faying that Alexander had two motives for enlarging the fortifi- 
dtai of hia casi^i one of which ffjaidcd the coemyf and the oCber ImA 
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alteram quod pefieras^ fpedaret. § t6. AffOiti his Urn 

Jufiis fridhuSy vdiU in finem vit^orta, cajira Joiito magni^ 
ficientiora fieri juffit^ quorum molitiombus et ho ST IS ter* 
. reretur, at rotTlRis mUmnOio fid tfUnqumtttr. De 
priore confilio, nim. «| hqfius timrtHtr^ altam apud re- 
liquos filcntium. Ex quo darum cffe arbitror, iplum 
Juitinam receptam lediojieni et omnibas codicibus pro* 
batam taeri^ tuam veio emendadonem xefpuei«: quan- 
doquidem enim caflra fiHto fna^ficentiora, velut in Jinem 
tfi&oria fieri juffity hoc nonniii de ultima ac rcccme ali- 
qua vi<aoha accipi poteft. Q^^od fi enim ad fpperiores 
tiaorias leQiexi&t JofUnusy dicendum fuiflet (ud ipfe 
agnoicb) in finem vifioriarumy perindcatquc lupi a § lo. 
ha bet: Nonmixus vidoriarum nitmero quam lahoribus f»J- 
fus. Jam vero alteia ilia confiiii ratio, quam xeliqui om** 
lies filemio premunt, nimimm ut hojlis urrereitir, non 
pQtuit locum habere, fi, inta61is hoflibus, caftra moverc i 
'ac difccdcre fucrat conftitutum, Undc enim terror Cuphi- 
tis eiictiiije6lu8» fi cafixa tantum utfmt^^rttwdQmr^fiifm 

fuiffcnt 



«( 
«< 



««latkiitDpofari^. **M0f«dliy Ibehjttik pwyw, lie orfewd • camp to 
" ^ ^'.T* ^ nwgaiaccBt thia nfoil, u at tlv; emi of his ?iaory j that in 
MfiriHoni miiht be an o|»;eft «r tmt toehecneny, and of «!iniration 
t» JiiiKii, md. i 16. The other hUtoriaa. a» totally fileni 

»a«* Aeenamyi which itHroonUe to that leading of Juftin 
1M1 oa die ftkh of ma«iieripta ftand. b the t««t^ and extremely adverfe 
tow mndidoa. For the «id of W. ^iaoiy- mft «fer toforaerc- 
^ i«awjr, and not to his Tidoriea in generali otbarwife JolUn, a» yo» 
would have fiud, «« the end of hit fiOoriet/* .5 in ^ 10. 
«bo»e, « weaiied, not left hf the sember of hi. »iaorics, thai: by las 
tottfc*' Aa to Al<3taiider*f Ifcood motive, coBcenung which all other 
Wotitt» an filenr, « that his IbrtUkattooa niiht be an objca cf terror to 
thatn««y j« there would me furely be any room £» it, on the fuppoutiou 
be had dctennined to move his «aiBp» and leave the country, without 
^htiag • battle. The Cophiiea eooU not be feiaed with i.rm at f. .ng 
*• mm mftm s of the exploiti of a man who had not venufcd to en^-tge 
thair arayj nor, on that fuppofition, wpuld there be t^ymtr.uonof 

2 * vicryl 
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fuUient conftru^ tt xelifia ? Etealm omgis hnfiikus^ qiM» 
vi^oHaP qmstirrw^ qnmdtiade. graiuktioP Gratu^ 

Litionis voccm autcm dc iolcmnibus vi6limis ob laetum 
eventuoi) icu de xfi^i^^At^ia-, (|ualia ArHanus incmorat, ' 
paflini ufttrparif nemini qui in k6lione Ycterum tritas 
aurei habety potefteiTe obfcurum. Uc taceam illud omffts^ 
tanquam quod incepcum aliquod> immo etiam^eglcdum, 
anvolvity mihi nbn rc6le arriderci atque euam a Ailo Juf- 
ttni alienum videri. Caeterum quae de Omiii aetate^ fcopo» 
fide prolixe difputas, parum ad rem faccre vidcntuv. Con- 
ftat inter omncs Orofium in plciifquc JuUinum ita prcfl'i?, 
ne dicam fuperftittofe, efle fecutum» ut ejus itxc verbis ac 
fententiis paffim loqui videatur: et infinitis prope ia locis 
juilini le6^ionem ct fcntcnLiam, quam (juidcui ii lihri, 
quibus Oiofius ufus eft prsefcrcbant, cx Orolio piobabUi 
ratione inteUigi» coafirman, ac reftitui poflTe, dudum of« 
tenderunt viri 6oGCu Immo et hi, 1. qui non vldeat, Oro- 
iium Jullini narxationcm ante ociilos ha\)Uilic, cum ego 
nihil omnino cerncic piopc dixcrim : unde cnim Orofius 
Chofidum feu Cuphitum nomen omnibus aliis indi^unij 
iiifi ex Jufiino hau&rit i Q^od vero Ci Ita tH, quis non 

^ iiueiii|^it 



irldlory, terror, or facriftccs of ihanks ; for that the word (^-^jf/^'ir.-,? rcftri 
to the folemn vi^ims facriAced ingratitude tor (wccefsy AJid frequently men- 
tioned by Arrian, cannot be doublfut to thufe convcrl.int with ancient writers. 
Behdes, the word omijjit including the idci of fumethinr^ bcpun or neglcC^rd, 
docs not pltMlV, nor fccm toMfbrtn.ihle with Jufun'* llylc. Your pioltx 
difcu/Tion tonccminc tn^ age, defti^n, and ch.iradlei of Orofms hat hut little 
connection with the pre fa it fuSjcdI. 1: is tmiverr.ii>> .1 kuowlt di^cd, thnt he 
fo clolcly, or riihcr fupcrliitioiilly, follow's Juftin'i fomh ps, tli.it he fte- 
quently exprefles himfelf in the lame words and phrafc^ , .mA it has long 
ago been provrd hy good criiics, that Juliia'w tt-xt, f-uU as it lio.^J In the 
copy ul'cd hy Utoiius, may in innumer.ible phccs Iv t« ihircd by ."i attention 
to the Inter writer. He vmii be bhnd indeed, wfm dv^cs not prucivc thar 
• in thr iMir.»i';e before us Orofius mull have copied Juilin. Whence c >uIJ he 

otiKtwife have derived the name Chcf.dun^ or Cff}h'tufu which h men- 
tioned by Any otbet hiiloriin? and it tiut be tiie caie^ Oix^ui nu(i hav« 

|i»tto4 
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intelllgit, Orofium apud Jaftinum non omlffts aut iiOoBis 
hojhbus, Jed cajis hofiihus^ ia iuis iegiffe libris, atquc ita 
Juftinus interpretarl ? , 

•4. Vcrum eqnidem eft urbem captam obfidione cingi 
son pofie : fed an ea non pofTit defendi a pt-tiidiis arci 
impoiitis ? boc quaeritur: arcc cnim ab oblidionc liberata, 
etarbs, qaani:ris jam capta, ab omoi perteulo defehfa 
liberatur. * £t ' quodes noR, qai ingeniolb dtcere volant, 
ac ludunt in antUhefes, rem fupra iidem augent, ut tanto 
major efle videatur ? 

5* G(uae de Syrian oppidis jure belli fadis P. R* novif- 
fime commentu^ cs, nodum omnino Iblverent, ni(i parar 
chfonifino eflent fuperftrucla : foedus cnioi iiiud cum 
Antiocho per Icgatos pacem petente initum, cujus priora 
verba ex Liyio> lib. xxxviii. p. 37. exckas, hanp An- 
tlochi in iEgyptum expedi^ionem, quam Juftinus, lib* 
xxxi. c* I. mcmorat, non praecelTit, fed demum aiiquo 
temporis IntervaUo fubfecptum eA. Vide an non hub 
pertineatj quae memonae prodita babet Llviu?} ltb> xxxHi. 



Ibuod an hU oHglnal, not that ** ^atemy were oiqltted,** but that *' they . 
were beat tQ wluch fenfe Juftin ought lo Inter g peted* 

4. 1 grant tliat a town taken by a fiege canopc be faid to be defended by 
ita own walls. But nuy it net be defended by troopi in the citadel ? When 

the enemy are obliged to rajfe the fiege of the citadel, the town may thereby 
be delivered from all danger. The cxprelHoO) at leail, i?ught be uCtd by 
an author fond of antitheiis and amplification. 

5. Your new conjedlurc concerning the tou^is of Syria which the Romans 
acquired by the law of war, would folve the diflBicul'.y, were rot that con- 
jedure built on an anachronifm. For the le-guc entered into wiih the am- 
bafladors of Antiochus, who came to crave peace, whkh ycu hnd in Lii-y, 
lib. xxivili. c. 37. was not piior, buL lubfequentj to Antiochus's expedition 
into Egypt, mentioned in Juftin, lib. xxxi. c. I. You may confidcr whether 
f.\^e fallowing word* ci Li.^ do nut refer to tiiis fuhjcft: *' After this, 

Quuxtus and bis ten lku:coants received the ambailadors of kin^s^ ra. 

*« tlo;-4. 
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c» 34* 8$cmii$m iJUjMm ^ndusf it item hg§$i^ Ug^H-- 
ctut rigtmf HviiMtumfut mtdivUn. Primi tumium rifir 

Antioihi vocaii Icgali junt : his cadcmy qu^c jcre Roma erant 
virim JiHs fitU rerum jaciata . nilul j^m pirpUxi^ uf mUi^ 
fwm dMm rii mohmi i^ktHfft mmf, /ed apurU fromm^ 
dMwh^ Hi 9xce(Uril Ajuturbilms, quaaui Fuiti?Fi aut 
Ptolomj&i ngum jwj/mi, §cc, Conf. ct ejuicl. libri, 
cap. ct 40. Hoc cfio nuiic Caume coAtenttis. Vale^ 
d rem mtm cx voto gere. 



m4 fhiti. thatk of kin| Antlochus mt M Intrad«ct4« 
f< Thqr McIh ta» things a Anner||r» whmtt Koowi ^iMwQlgilaiAf 
^iif i and tjMf im Aoir tal4» not in tl« laUiMM languigt wblcli thf 
JUcDaw h»i oftd belbri tlM Mit of Pbilip> aad wMtt thoir own fer> 
'« tunt wai ftiU doubtful* kipt in wpTcft fermi» tlut ^pdochnt sniil emtuev 
<f ^ dit cMti of Afii» ^vUdi JmiI belonged dtfaar to Philip or Ptolemy/* 
Uwy, lib. xxxl e. §4 ; vith whicli tm$$n 3^ «id 40. Be fitiified yrith 
Ciui f uthority. Ftrcwell tnd prof^. 
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M. BJtltTtNGSlt 4 GUSPH* 

PftAeLARtfimS AC NOttLlttlMB VlE> 

QUANQUAM cx longojam tempore fevcrioribus mu- 
fis mc totum dare, hifq^uc faciis opcrari inftitui, 
immo.etiam ja iis acquiefcere per teltquum vitse fpatlum 
conftitutum htbeo ; non injocuiidam tamen fuit fubinde 
invitantibus amicis in amoeniora haec litciaium vireta ob- 
J[e6taadi aaimi g»tia exfpatiari 1 et quotiefcunque inteilcxi 
cfle aliquem qui ad hiec literarum ftudia excolenda an!- 
mam adjiciat, non deftitl admoveie ftiraulos, ac fungi 
vice COtis, acutum rcddere quae ferrum valcat, cxfois ipfa 
jecaadi* Qyapcopcer ^ibll mihi obtingere potulffet aut 
jueondina aut nai^a exopcandum^ quam a te wm99^ 
primum, nunc edam aperto marte ae fronte, ad h«e Hte- 
sanm ftudia, piiftinas meas deliclas, dcduci : et laudo 
boc tuum ingenium, tuamque lagacicatem, quae non 
ftimulo, fed fr«no potms opus habere videtur; atque 
magnoperc velim alium pro me tibi obtigilTc, cui majus 
fabaftum ingenium^ majorque do&rinae copia eflet^ qui* 
CttBL bunc callem terere poffea* 

Mttkua 



. iHr.BREiTiNCER id Mr. Gibbon. 

Althovqii IM loaf Mcatnl mrTdf, and had purpofedto fpend my 
Ufe» in mon ftvere tod facwd ftudies, yet U mqM wi^out pleafure that, at 
the inTitation of my friendi, I oecafiooaUy dtfcend into the pleaGag fieldt 
of literature } nerer lofiog an opportunity to ftiiqnlatB the diligei^ce of thofii 
who deUght in fuch pitrftt3ei» and to fern aa a ^iMbiie to others, though 
myfelf unfit for carving. Kothing, therefore, could have born more agree- 
able to my wifli, than to b« called back to thofii ftttdtee, ibrawrly my de- 
light, by you ; anonymoufly it fivft, but now ill opea war» I cannot but 
eommcnd your fagacicy and genius, which |«quife rather the ratn than thQ 
fpwr i and I eameftly wifh (hat you were accompanied In thh literary walk byn 
r^holar of more cultivaicd uCUf and more copious erudition, than myfelf. 

Yo* 
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Maltus es in defendenda emendattone loci Jaftln. Hb. 
xii. c. 8. § 17. ubi tll JWO cmfis hoftibusy contra omnium 
codtcum iidem ex ingHiio, fubflituendum cenfes omffis 
hqfiitus ; quam ego emendationem, in fuperioribus meis, 
vartis indudus radonibus, oppugnaveram. Equidem non 
rft animus dcnuo in banc difputationem dckcndcre, aut 
fingulatim ca qux ad diluendas meas rationes in medium 
mbs te adlata funt, fub incudem revocare* StriSim tan- 
turn exponam, cur ego nec receptam leAionem follidtan- 
dam, nec propofitam abs tc cmcndntionem admlttendam 
ed'c cenfcam* Nemo cl\ qui non iateri cogatur receptam 
ac codictim fide et confenfa probatam le6lionem» in 
fpedatam, bonum et apertum fenfum fandere, nec a flilo 

Juftini, nec a Latini icimonis rations abludcrc. C^od 
vero lecepta iAhacc ledio, comm ilium cum Cuphitis prae- 
lium inemorat^ de quo apud reliquos fcriptores qui res 
Alexandri memoriae prodiderunt, altum quidem filentium 
eft ; (quamqudm nemo lit ilioi ain qui hoc praelium com- 
miirumeiTe negaverit ;) an hoc, inquam, nos ad foUict- 
tandam condantem^ codtcum le6tionem inducexe debeat^ 
ut pro commiffo praello iUttd otmjj'um efj'ey Juftinum difeite 
cogamus pionuntiare ? Ego quidem neccihtatem nullam 
video* G(uod fi baec hcentia daretur arti critic«j ut fi 
quae in aliquo fcriptore fafia legimus commemorata> quae^ 

ab 



You employ mnny .irpvmirnrs in dckniiing your emendation of Jurtirtp, 
lib. xii. c. t^. § 17 ■> whrir inlJead of ** thr ent-my being beat," you fublVt- 
tute '* tlie enemy beini; omitml.'* 1 formerly j;avc you my rcafons fi>r rc- 
je^ling thh emendation, and lhall r.ot ttpcat thnn here, nor enter into a 
pirticuhr difcuffionof thf anfvvcrs which ym make to my ohjedlions. Thus 
much only in general I will obfcrve, that the leading in the text, wliich is 
•pproved of by the confenting authority of tin* manufcripts, muft be acknow- 
l?dgcd to contain a very natural meaning, conveyed in good Latin, ;uid in 
Juftin's liylc. Thii reading, indeed, makes mt-ntion of a battle with liie 
Cuphites, concerning which the other hillorians of Alexander arc filcnr. 
XJut ought thi.t filence to make us alter Juftin'i text, cfpccially as none of 
thofe hiilorians deny fuch a battle Co have happened ? if luch Jicrnce be 

iaduiged 
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ab aliis rUcntio invalvantur, ilh, ftattm expuvngenda^ aut 
per contortam emendationem in contrariam plane fenfam 
ibrem convertcnda, niliil fcTc ccrtum aut conftans in hif- 
toiicorum kriptoium <;ommcntariis repcriretur, Q^\o mi- 
aua autem tuam^ vir nobiiiifiBie» emendadonem admit'- 
tere poiBm^ duie potiiGmuni obftant rationea : altera eiV, 
<^ood admida tua emendationc, reliqusc Junini oiationi 
iii.i non amplius ratio conitct: led integrum illud comma 
ioret expungendum : quid entm libi velkt cmiffis hcJHbus 
in (»;^ra RBvsaTXRVMT, quae cur unquam relinque- 
rcnt, admifTa tua cmcndationc, nulla rntlo ant nccellkas 
ill it ? Altera vcro ratio, qu^* iilam tuam .cincndationem. 
refpuere videtur» haee eft* quod phrafia cmttm h»fi9$^ 
cmiffis kofiihuSf Jadino admodum trita, nufquam eodem 
ftnlu, quo tu iulliibfj?, qunntuni qiiiclcrn incmini, apud 
Juiiinum occurrit : nufquam eaim-MiLiTSa dicumur 
omitim h^tf fed belli duces penea quos fummum impe-» 
Slum efl, non illi quorum eft Imperata facevc^ ct qui hoc 
iplb loco Heprccnti fiint, ncjubcrmtur runplius cum liofte 
congrcdi : acccdit quod phrafis ilia omiffu hnJUbus aliis in 
locisnon timtiA belli fed mutationem Involvit : in« 

to crttici, thif xhfy expun(;Q or alter the wordt of an hlf- 
tdriani bec^tufc hr iv the fole ralater of a pirtlcuhr event, we (hall le^ive 
few miteflaU fur Authentic hlftory. Two reafoni Arongly militate ig»tnA 
yoer coiteAion t the ftrft* chit if it he edmittedy there will no longer be ti»f 
cenfiftency In Ju(^ln*e narrarivc ; and the whole claufe muft be exfnngel 
which mcntioos the return of the MACc4onieni Into their cam;) ( which* if 
they did not mean to fight, it wat not nocelTery f«>r them to 1(*4ve. The 
feeeod reaibn itt that the phiefe mitttrt hji^, th^ogh frequenr]/ ufed by * 
JufHiit it ncfer» that f know, applied by him In the fenfe which yna give 
le it. The generala entitled to direct military meafuree ire fjid mrtftn 
M/ht I but never the fbldtem, whefe duty it Ii ti obey oideri { and who, Iff 
the peflafB undfr conflderarionf lequeft that they may net be ordered 
renew the eng4|enient with the enemy. Tothle may be added, that where- 
e¥er thli plwafe mfjfh k^Muu ocevra in Juitin, It demnet ntt in end, ht^t 
•My ■ chej>geof the war. Turn to the paiTage which ym formerly refer re I 
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^icc locum a temct excitatam> lib. xxvii. c. 3. 5 ^» Sed 
om£9 9xUm»mk U nmtuum $xitium uellvm nparani. 
Addo ego locum ateut lib, tlxix* c* 2. § 7. Uyufa^ 

modi orations: impuUt PhiSpptm ui 9mfftf JBipiii BRLLUlC 

Mmmm$ inftrret^ &c. Caeteram iu&cit Orofium ido 
tempoie mpoA Jiiftiaum Icgifle cmfa h^^Am, quo mep- 
ta leftio miiificd confimttur, perimle ut Ult magnopere 
vacUlaret, fi in ejus xUtis Juftini codicibus omi^ h^ilm* 
fttiiTe le6tum conftat. 

De Syiiae cmtnibus jun hd&fmSis P* it. qoodt iii qa« 
ha^lenus iahanc rem difpotati flinty addam, non habeo. 

Move^dcaique, vir nobilii&iae, ue eadcm icmpcr chorda 
obetremtts> neve aiiiic» difputatioai aateria defit^ novam 
qiueftionan eiica I. jal* C«fant codblatam, qooa adik 
Kal. Jan. A. V. G. DCXCV. anno aeuiis XLL, qimm 
pec anoalea leges nemini licuerit^ hunc magiilratum petero 
ante an^iam attatb XLIU. At veto haiic VilUi, ut caeteias 
annales leges, non faiffe perpetuae obfemtionis, et faftl et 

hlftoriarum 



to, lib. xxvii. c. 3. § 6. " They left off fighting againrt: their foreign rne- 
my* and made war on cich other to whicii you will find a parallel ia 
lib. xttT- c. r. f 7. «' Bv this oration he prevailed with Philip to 
<* oil nghring ag:nnil the Btol jn? , and to make war on the Roua.irvs/' But 
it is futficienc: thit Orcr!M«^ read (afit kcjlibui in the copies of JuAin whidl 
h" mjde ufr of'. It, by faying cm^^ i^ihuSf OroTias cqp&nnoi your Cttt<» 
je€hirc, the leading of the text would be doitbfful I'Jec J. 

I have nothing farther to ad J to my obterv.u:on& COQCtt Aiag U)C ciCilt oC 
Syria which the Romans acquired by the right or war. 

That we may not harp oo the old (Irings but have new matter for our 
fiiendly conteft, yon raife a difiiculty concerning the firft coofuUhip of Ju- 
liw Caefar ; which happened on the firft of January, in the fix hundred and 
ninety -fifth year of Rome, and in the tnrty-hrft of hit age j although by 
the laws afcertaining the age of candidates, no pcfibn was entitled to mvc 
that honour hdan Jii« Ibrty •third year. But this la«» which was propofe4 
by Villius, appears not, anymore than other laws appertaining to the (am« 
pb^y to haft bioi <if- pcipcM tothprily f a* km^ bodi &m ih^ 
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ptrium in eiliud nuitt/juenntum paulo pofl accipere : et Cafari 
(cujuf amid indigniffimi has leges Jerehant) ahfunti quo^ue 

ttm^htm fetMi potrftaim udun dicrHo C99icidere, &c. * 
Ctnod ▼ero jum ad Viflltiiaih illtm annalem l^gem attuiet* 

ncc cam conftantrr ita fnilTe obfcivatum, ut rmnqunm 
tbigramur, vcl cx ipfo Clr^ronis loco, Orat, contra Rul- 
luin> coUigi pottik, ubt gioriatur qnod ex nomh kmi* 
mhus primufi, quidem prima petittone, eumo fuo, 
hoc honoie fuciU iiiK^l us ; cum qui ante Ipfum rx hoc 
homtnum genrrr, :inno luo petlerint« line repulTa, uan 
fiiit h&\ confttlea. £x hoc emm loco qus VlUianae legis 
vis fufrit, quum patricitts aot confctlaris ex anttquo p;e- 
pcreconfu latum petcrct intclligi non potcfl-. CcrtcDolabcA- 
by ccibCiefiite, apno non fur>« quippe XXV annos natu8» 
lefte ApianoconiulatuBii^iiivaiity qua dere ]^o Cafl*. 1, xViy. 

5 21. O 6iXiC^^t ff till tr«^«f *p;6»»''i ftuhittf h 

» e«0iix«f «v f«^Wt* £t Suetonius, cliap. i8. tnntum noa 
difeite memofat Julio contra legea aliqnid fulffe coticef- 
fom t fii ium §difiis jam Camitiht nih wjut hahri nom 

^Jjti niji privalus iniruijjit ui'Um^ ti uuibiiHti ut IcgihH^ 



f* yMirs longer ; anJ to grant, by the f.imc decree, to C.-rf ir (wliofe friend* 
*t impatiently brookt ci fudi rr^-ti! ttlons) the priminu'n ff It inj: cinJidat* 
«« fur tile confullhip in Ills nh/^ntc," ifc. Tbit ihe Ijw propofcd bv Villi us 
ijor uniformly oltfrrvr-cf , nppearj frosn Ciwcru's oridon agaiiiJl Kul'ws ; 
>«heie llit.' oralor boalU that he u it fhf? ftr^t msn, nat f raced hy .UKictU no- 
lility, who hs^ ohtilnipd the coT^fniniip in rhr vfsr that he w i*; entitled to 
ftilicitit! biit iiii pAiM)',c doi ; ni-t inlorni ir; uli.it w.v rhr force uf V'illitii'i 
law, wlien th<» nr>dt'^r-< wnr ptuiciajis antu-nf fmiilv, or men («K ron- 
fular dtynity. Dulal' ll » *, rrid.nlv, t^fter Cflffir*? munirr, WnrA ihc cnnfuliliip, 
\v<)fn only twrnty-fivi; yCiiis «U1» as we urc int-.rn crl liy Appi in : on winch 
fiihjfdi I 'in Onffm*;, lib. xlir. % as, fiy; tl;nt Dobdioll.i intruded h^nilVlf 
i ito tJje Cutiful'Iiip, thouj^h in no wife Ixbui-iD.^ to Mtn ; and SMfune infi- 
i uttfs» that Julius obt.iined fomt thing to which hr w is not by 1 nv rntilrd, 
A« the Comiti.i were elr<;:id/ procl iimed» his drm ind cou! i not be at- 
^' ;ei:<Ied lu, unkfi he cnUred ijie city as a private peilun j and mnny op^ 
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tumv augrre. 
Vakf Vir l^obiiirtimfj rem tuam cx aumi 

BftllTXMCXJlVli. 

CIDIJCCLVU, 



tf}ttmipt«f at prefest i and ic is uncertain wHr j the priottt wiU be iiioMt€dp 
or will have inclination* to publifh a new \ ^lamc. 

Ftrewcll, my aebk ku» proTpu j tnd iore me n t nan (ievoKd 

ZvftiCK* M«rck If 1757* 
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mander des eclatrciffemens fur qucLques difficukes^ et dcs 
d^cliions far quelques conje£tates qui fe font offectes k 
mon efpiit. 

I. Qui ctoit cc PIfon Ic Vcic, a qui Horace addreflc 
ion art poetique? M. Dacier croit que c etoit ce L. Pifon 
le pontiie qui triompba pour fes exploits en Thrace^ et qui 
mourat pr^fet de la Ville A* it. €• 765** Mais il eft* 
^vuli nt que ce ne iai point lui. Horace ccrivit fon art. 
poetique avauti'aa 734, puiiqu'il y park dc Virgile, qui 
mourut dans cette afon^, d'une fa(on a faire blen com- 
prendre qu*il ^toit encore vivant f . Or dans un autre 
ciulrolt da mcme art poetique i! s'addrcRe a Taine dcs 
fils dc; ce Fifon comzne a un jeune homme qui avoit I'elpnt 
deji form^* 

** O major juvcnum, quanivis et voce patcrni 
1* ingais ad ie6iuni et per te fapis«'' 

Cequi ne peut gu^res convcnir qu'a un jcune liomme dc 
dix luiit a vingt ans. Mais ce L. Pifon ne pouvoit 
point avoir dans ce terns ia un iiis auiii sig6* II mouru,t en 
7B51 de quatre vingt ans §. naquit done en 705, 



fome difficulties' thit I have met vaili, and your opinion of fomc conj«£lurca 

that Juive occuned to my mind. 

1. Who was that Pifu, the latlier, to whom Horace addrcfies his Art of 

Poetry ^ Mr. Dader fuppofcs him to have i rcn the high-prirft who ob- 
talaed a triumph Ibr hb exploits in Thr.ice, and who died prxftdt of the city 
in rhefeven hundred and cighty-fifch year of Rome*. But that could not be 
the man i for Horace'a Art of Poetry was v. licitn before the year feven hun- 
dred and thirty*fottr» linceit makes mention of Virgil {who died that year) 
W terms which Ihewthat he was ftill alive f : and ia another part of the 
poem Xt Horace addieffes the eldeft of Pifo's fons, as a young man of cuhi^ 
vated talent! $ which implies that iie was not lefs than ei^jhtccn or twenty 
years of age. Bul L. Pifo the high-prieft, could not furcly iuvc a fon fo old. 
He himfclf died at the age of fourfcore §, in the fevca hundred and eighty-filth 
* Tacit. An. vi. c. lo. Flor. Hift. Rom. L. iv. c. 12. T. Liv. Epit. L. c. ' 
t Horat. Art. Poet, v, 55, } Ibid. v. 366. } Tafiit. ubi fupra. 



€t il n'avoit <|ue urente ans tout au plus, ^ua&d ceuo 
^pittc fut 6crice. Je Toi9 aflex cUiremeiitt qac ce ae 
pouvoit pas <cce U le Pifen que nous cfaerclions ; mais* 

paimi un aflez grand nombre de perfonnages du fiecle 
d'AuguiUqui portoicnt cenom^ je voudiois quonm'didat 
i tiottver celui iur qui lea foupfani peuTent tomber avcc 
quelque vraileniblance. 

Z- Vous lavez combien les critiques fe font donnas de 
' peine, pour rechercber le vrai but qu'avoit Horace dans 
la tioifi^me ode da tiolQ^me livre* La grandeur des 
id6es, et la noblefle des exprcflions y font lentir paauut 
ia main de maitre : mais on eft a la ibi$ fach6 ct furpris 
que la barangue de Jiinoo parott ne tenir i rien^ cl 
ii*aboutir i rien ; et apr^s avoir admir^ cette ode par 
parlies. Oil nc petit gueres s'cmpechcr iVen cuadainncr , 
rcniemblc. Taneguy le fevrc TavoU cj^pliqu^c par ua 
fyft^me que M. Dacier trouve m^riter aataut d'^loge^ 
que Tode elle iQ^me, et qui en etTet me parott des plus 
jolis. Vuus iavcz qu'il le fbnde fur la crainte qu'Il picte 
au peupk K.oiAaip de vpir tiansf^rer i Ilium le iiege do 

TempiFO 



——————— 

year of Rome. He was born, then, in feven hundred and five} wd was opt 
above thirty when the Art of Poetry was written. It is clear therc/t>re> thai ha 

n not the perfon to whom Horace writes ; but, amosg the number of other men 

who bore rhit mmc, I wiOi t[ut you would help me to discover the Pif^ CO 
whom that |.K>cm vvj'. m<<i[ piubabi) aJJiJicJ. 

z. You know how ir;uch trouble it h»» cofV the critics to find out Horace'i 
true defifMi in the third ode of his third book. This ni#erly performance 
1$ Uiftiisj^u i^. ^l [;)' j^rcitndc of tiioyght and dignity of cxnrcfTio:: ; but we 
arc furpriled ana ^r;::v d tj find, thjt the end do«j not coiiefK>nd with the 
beginning j and it jano'i fpccth i» tuuUy unco incdtcd witii vviu: prcccdrs 
f,r follows it i fo tJuc after admiring t!ic detach:d pirts of this ode, wc arc 
furcc'i to condemn it i whole. T*incguy 1j Fcvic explained it by a coa- 
jccturei which Uacicr thinks defervinj? of .is hijh entomiums as the o4i5 
itfelf ; .ind w'.iich iSf doubtlcfi, very ingcthouj. You know that his c<pla« 
njtion, turns on the fuppofcd tiread of the KoauiUi leikthefeai; of (heir em <• 
Vot. X. ' » A . piic 
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rempire; et qu'il fuppofe qa*Itorace comptyfii cede odtf 

dans la vue de detourner Auguftc dc ce defiein, en k.r 
.rappellant toutc la part que Ics Dieux avoient cue a la del- 
tru^fcion de cette ville» et combien Ic mortel qai oktok ia 
tthkiT sVxpoferokft toutleccAimax de cestti^mesDi^ttx. 
Xe peuple pouvoit d auiant plus f icilcmcnt fuppofer ce 
deEeia a ce prince, que fon peie adoptif en avoit ete 
foapfoim^*. Mais je doute que ce fyfi^ine puiflTe ic 
foutcnir. Et on ne fturoit jamiis prouter ces ciraintes 
pretcnducs du pcuplc Romnin, qui font memcs fans vi-ai- 
fcmblance ; Augufte fe dilUngua toujours- par les foins 
paxttculiers qu'il donna a la vilie de Romcy qui dcvoient 
raifurer le peuple contre toutes les craifites d'une pafeille 
efp^ce. On peut en voir le detail dans la vied'Augufte 
par Su^tonej c. 28^ 29, $o* Je n'en marqurraiqae 
deux t il Mgagea la plupart des gnmds i. otner la Tille^ 
par des batimcns fuperbes f, et il bSdt uh Temple a Mars 
le Vengeur, ou il ordonna que le fcnat s'aUcmbleroit * 
toutes les fois qu*il fevoit qaeilion de gu6ires ou de tri* 
omphes Sont-ce Ulcs afiions d*utt bonune ^ulibnge 
• ' • a ic 



pire fliould be removed to Troy j and that he fincles the odft to Have been 
written with a view to divert Auguilus from fu^h a -defign, by fhc%v«n^ Wai 
how eameftly the Gods had c«-operatcd towards thi deftruftion of TwXf 
and how much their refiatment utould be pfovoked by an attempt to rebuild 
that ill-feted city. The p?rp!c might the more naturalTy fufpeft Aoguftut 
of fuch an !ntentiun» becaufs ic was thought to have b?cn eoteitxbed by ht« 
adoptive father.* Bat this C0Dje£lurei I feat) wil! rot bear exaa»oa6oQ. It 
ia impcfTlble to prove thofe pretended fears of the Romans ; v^hieh are ren- 
dered highly lo^robabley whca'Vre confider that Angul^us was remarli^able 
for his affedionafte partiJi^ towards Rome: as may be feen in his life» bf 
SQettmimy c. ^9, ^^9, |a lihallmenl^ but two examples of it. He en* 
couraged almoft all the great men of Rome to adora the city by fuperb edl^ 
iicesf J and himfelf ere^ed a temple to Mars the Ateiiger» wliere the fenate was 
•rdcicd to aflemble dnraK iu delibcratioos coixeiiiiq{ wan and triompka |. 

^ ^iet. L. i. c. 79. f Veil. Pataculus^ h* ii. c. S^. X Suet. L. ii- <. 39. 

Thek 
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d to fdct tme nouveUe ctpitale i L*exemple de ion oncle 

ae pouvoit conclure; cc fut vers la iln dc la vie qu'il dut 
«on^evoIr ce projet^ dans un terns ou la profperit^ i'avoit 
aveagi/i et engage dans oiille dtearches fblles et mal rn- 
tendoet, qu'Aitgufte fe piqua toujours d*^viter aveie foin. 
La lage upiniatret^ avcc laqticUe il refufa toujours ia di<5ta- 
lure, peut fcrvir de prcuvc a ce que jc dU*. Voili 
lea xaiibiia qiit m'«mp6cbent d'acquiefcei: au fyAeme de 
Taneguy le F8vie« Jen fats ftch^y ct jc ne fcrai tout a 
fait content que lorfquc voos m'aurez fourni tine autre 
cji^Ilcation de cette ode» plus folide fans douce^ et qui ea 
applanira ^galement les difficuU^a. 

3. Antiochuii soi de Syrie, avoit pria plufieara villes de 
la Coel^-Syrie et de la Paleftine au jcune Ptol^mee, alors 
lous U tuteile des Romaios. Ceox-ci pr^nnent la d^fenie 
de leur Mvc^ et ordonheot au roi de Syrie de I s rendre* 
B m^prife ccs ordics, ct les retient. Sur quoi on lui « 
envoye une feconde ambailade, laquellc laili'aot de cote 
ks pr^uniioiia du jeuoe prince, lui oxdonna de rendre dea 

vilJes, ' 



The£: arc not the actions of a man who wifhcd to found a new capital. The cx- 
imple of his uncle is not applicable ; that prnje£k was formed by ]jim t.)w.»rii3 
•the end of his life, when he wis intoxicitrd by profpcrity, anJ en^a^od in a 
thoufami wild cntcrprife^, which the pruJcntc of Au^uftus carefully avoided. 
The cautious firmnefj with which ihs la'trr prince 4»l.v»yi rcfufed the ofHce 
of di(flator, confirms my rtmjric*. Sii .h arc the reafiias which hindef me 
from acquiefcing In Le Fevrc'j explanation. I am forry for if, and will not 
he cafy till you fupp!y me with another more foUdly lt>UAde<i| and CJjiuaUy 
well fitttrd to remove all difficult'!?*. 

3, Antiochus, king of Syria, had taken poflVfTion of feveral cities in 
Calc-Syria and Judza, belonging to young Prok-my, tlien under the pro- 
teftion of the Romans. That p':oplc und.-rcakc tlic defence of theii pupil, 
tod order Andochui to reftore iils towns, lie dofpifc? their orders, and 
keeps thofe towns in his poflcflion} in confcqucncc of wltich, the Romans 
fend to him* fccood embafly, which, without m.iking any mciiiion of youi.j 
PtBlaBy*a pcetenf>oai» ** claim thofe to v. ni as belonging to the RoDMos by 
^Suetap. L.ii*€. 52. Vdl. Hatcrcul. L.ii. c. 89. 

» A » ** tht 
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vllles, que Ic peuplc Rotnnin avoit acquifes par le droit de 
la guerre, Hvitates jure belli fa6l as fafuU Homam* Ce font 
U Its tennes de Juftin*! qai nous jettent dans une diffi^' 
cult6 embaiaifante. On ne- con9oit pas comment les 
Romains pouvoicnt avoir acquis des viiics dans la Syrie 
ct dans YEgyptt, puifque^ Hen loin d'y avoir &it de» 
conqa6tes, ik ne port^rent leixrs ztmes en Afie que plu- 
fieurs annces apic:> cette cpoque. On connoh bicn un 
tiaite qii'ils avoicnt fait avcc ks Rois d*£gypte avant ce 
temsf, mais c*^toit un pur traits d'alliance d d'amici6 qui 
ne fut pr6ced6 ni fuivi d*au€une gu€m* ]'at era qtre 
Tcxamcn des autrcs hiftoriens, qui ont racont^ ces memes 
^v^nemens^ pouvoit jetter quelques lumieres fur un pa^ 
fage de Juftin auifi obfcur que celui-li* Mais Tite Live, 
qui parlc plufieurs fois J des ncgociations par Icfquellcs 
les Remains tacberent de faire reodre a PtoJem^e ks vilics 
d'Afie, qu'on lui avoit priies, ne parle nuUe part de ee 
droit de la gotoe en vena duquel les Romains les deman- 

tioknt. Le favant JVI. BrcUiiiger, piofcReur en langdc 
Giecque a Zurich, a qui j'ai communique cette difH- 

€ttlt6« 

• ** the "ripht of war.** Thcfe are fuftin*s words*, which pr-fLni uj witli a 
very perplexing difficulty j becaule wf do not perceive how the Romans 
could have acquired thofc places by ih'' r)^;ht of war, fince they were fo far 
from having m tdc ccnquefts in Afia then, that th' y did not carry thtir .irrrr- 
into th3t co'jrntrv till .1 htcr acra. A tre.ity 'lu'luci (uhMfd between them 
tnd the kings of £gyptf. but it was a treaty merely ot trirndihip and alTuncc, 
neither preceded nor followed by any war. I thought that an txnnii<'..n'.on 
of the other hifVorians, who relate the fame tranfa£ti<ms» might threw lighc 
on tlus obfcure paflfage of Jnftin. Bnt Livy» who meotkios feverzl times % the 
negociations by which the Roman» endeavoured to recover for Piolemy the 
places taken from him by Antiochas> is altogether lUent with regard to this 
** rifht of waf)** in virCne of which they were ddMnded. X acquainted the 
learned Mr^ Bicitnger* fmStSog of Gicck at Zurkhj with ny 4iffiiniky oa 

* Juffia. L. xzz. c. I. 

■f" Tit. Ut. Epitom. L. it. Eutrop. L. ii. Valcr. MaxUn. iv. c. 3- 
% Tit. Ut. L. zuiii. c, 349 39, 40. 
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<rittj apids a?ok tentil en vain de la r^foudfe, a 6t6 ob* 
enfin de la laiQer fins explication. — ^Mais, 

Nil defperandainy Teucro duce* et auipice Teucio*'* 

4* Un diffident que Scaliger tt liaac VofEus ont eu 
enfemble, far la veritable ^poque de la mort du poeie 
Catulki a fait beaucoup de bruu dans la r^publiqae des; 
lettres. Je n'ai point eu en main les pieces du procds* 
favotr les Midoas de Catulle de ces deux homnes c61^- 
bres ; mais Bayle* nous a donn6 un extrait fort dctaiiie 
de leur dlfputej yajo^tant fes propres i^exions* Je 
foia fkchS de ne poavoir pas Remonter anx iburces ; mats 
dans la n6ceffit6 de me fervlr de rapporteur^ je n'en con* 
nois point de meilleur que Bayle. 
' Qt|oiqtte deux habiles litterateurs le ibient exerc^ far 
cctte queftion, je fnis bten loin de la legaider comme par* 
faitcment ^claircie. Voffius me paroJt avoir ti op avancd 
h mort da poete, Scaliger Pa certainement trop recul^e. 
CatuUe ne monrut pas bien fikrenent A* U. C* 696 ; mais 
i\ ne refttt pas non plus jufqu^aux jeux ^kuliures d*Aa<- 



thb fubjed; which, after attciDpdqg in vain to i«folve» he was obliged to 
Icife unexplained. But, 

«« Nil defpcrandum, Teucro ducc ; ct anfplcc Tcucro.'* 
4. A difference of opinion between Scaliger and Ifaac YoiHus* concerning 
die tune of Catullus^ deadly made great noife in the republic of letters. I 
have noC at hand the original argument'; nf thofe le.irned men, which are 
contiiiAedin their refpe^tive editions of CatuUaa; but Bayle * has given us a 
> paiticuUr account of chdr difpute^ with his own rcfleaion-: on the ftibje^,. 
I am tntf that I cannot draw from die Ibootatn head } but Bayle'a accttfaejf 
at a compiler wUl not bedilputed. 

Kotwithftanding the labourt of theft great Icholan, I am far from think- 
ing the queftioa decided. Voflius feems to me to place Catullus* death too 
Cflri/t and Scaliger eertodnlf fixes it at too late an ma. That poet furely did 
991 die in the year of the city fix hundred and ainety-fix j but aekfaer dii 

♦ Baylc Dicli^nnalre Cr"»ti<iuc, art. Carullc, 

la 
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gufte A. U. C. 736, Prouvons cc qucnoos atmi avanc^, 
et cheicbons i e,>uque en quefUon, qui doit ie trottver m* 
tie CC0 deoz annlea. 
Catollc parle de la Gtande Bretagne et de les liabitfttiaj*^ 

or C^iar lut le picmiei qui fit connoitie cette ifle aax Ro- 
mainst, ct Cj^far y fit fa premiere expedition cn 698I. 
Aoft bien CatuUe pirle t-ii da iecond coofulat de Fompic^ 
qui tonbt far la fueme aiwee §. H vivott ntee esiooie 
cn 706, puifqu'il parle aiiilitla confulat cle Vatinius ((. 
Jc ne veux pas me fcrvir dc$ argumens de Scaligec pour 
proaTcr qa'il fat ^c^ateoi dea triomphca dt C4hg, par* 
ceque jc ne Ics crob pas de boo alloi. Je me difpcnfcrai 
d'examincr en detail fi les paroles paterna prima iancinaia 
Jm bona, &c,% coQviewat mtVLX aux premidrer vt&otres 
de Cifki qa'aox denudres, parceque je eioia qo'U Ji*y eft 
queftion ni des unes ni des autres. II n*y a qu*a lire cette 
epigramme avec qaclquc attention pour voir que Catulle 
a'addrefie toujoun 4 CiSu dans la ieconde perfioane i 
Cioeade Roiiinle» b^e ▼idebis et fii^ ? 
*f Es impudicus, et voiax^ et heiiuo." Pen- 



be live to f« tl;e fccuiar game* ot Auguftus celebrated in fcven hundred and 
thirty-fu. Let us prove thefe aflertions and endeavour to find out fhe 
trne xra m qiicdion, whic)^ mvSt have beta 4t an intenxwdtate time bctweea 
the years juik mentioned. 

CatuHii? fpeaks of Great Britain and its inliabitants *, with wh'ch Crfr^r fir{h 
jnaic tlie Romans acquaint'^df , by his fXDcdifion thi'hcr, in the year of Ro:rii^ 
fix liunired and ninety -eigVit J Cati Lj: alfo men';ion'. the fecond conluiihip 
of Pompey, twhi^h happened on thnt umc year ^. He lived fo late as the 
year fevcn hundred and ftXt fmcc ht fpenks of the confulihip of Vatinius Q. 
I will not make ufe of Scsligcr'i argumcnri to prove that the poet wttnenol 
Caefar's triumphs, becaufe I do not believe them well-founded. I will not 
particubrly examine whether the words patema prima ianc rrJi fuvt hr^na^^** 
beft apply to the firfl or lad vidlories of Carfjr, becaufe I do not believe 
|hcm CO have any rdeRoee t* the ooeor tbt other. We need ooly to read 

• Via. Catull. CitiiHid. f Tacit ia Vit Agricol.C !}• 

:(C«iav. Comip. JUiw, Djor. Hift. L. snSx. p. 113. 

ICatittl. Cam. cxL | Meip» lit. % IdcflBy xxtH m. 99* 
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f cadaiU ^upMami^T^ y paroit tojuoac3 dao^ U (roiii^iQ0 
perioBiifl^ ce qui eft Ic cas djMu Icq lignes : 

^ Parum expatravif } ao panrum hellaatas eft ? 
Patema prima lancinata funt bona/* 
II n*y eft done aullemeot queAioa dcs diffipationa de 
C6f^y maia de cellea de Mamurra ; et louies lea coni^ . 
quenccs qu'on en pcut tirer par rapport aux triomplie$ 
decelui-Ia^ font ill^gitimes'^. 

■ 

* OefMpiantfi Ton trott It cunofit^ 4e rechercber Tepoque pii£cifiB^e la com- 
pofitkn cttte cpi gramme* un paffage 4e Ctc^fon aout Goodttlralt a la fixer 
fen Vtn 70(1 Cif qooiqu'cniUe Baylet qa ae pent gate entendre cc paOage 
^tie d*iiiie pi^e fityrique fiute cootre Mamtimi} tufli Men le favant Dr. 
Middletott a-t-il cmbnflS eette opinion. If eft fawdie de direqae Catulle 
n^anrait jaaidt ^ compoler tenn epl^umlae eoatre Cefar albrs tout 
pHifiant. La cJemcacedeCefar en?eri let enneniis ^toit adTes connue ; hfa- 
jfon meme, doat let anciens parlent de la mederadon dont Ccfar yfa envers le 
fatyriqucy femble fuppofar qtt'U avoit la polf^ce en main, puifqu' au~ 
paravane fa clemefsce auroit eu peu de merite. Tacitc (i) qui en parle, U 
fait confiderer fi^r le nacme pled que celte de Bibalculus. Or on nc peut paa 
douter qu' Augoftc ne fut fouverain alors. 



the epi^am attentively, to nrrcciv^* that CatoUua alwajra addrefics Catfar m 
ihc fccond periboi and Mamurra in the third. 

The poet alludes, therefore, not to Ca:far*s difljpition, but to that of Ma- 
murra j and all the conlcquenccs deduced froml)U applying hia wocdt to tho 
^Dcmery ate boilt ^ a falfe bypothefitf . 

^ a 

f Wen ire cmiovB to aicertain exaiftljr tiie date of dils epigram, a pafl4go 
ef Cieeen lemild lead ne to fix it at liie year 708. For» notyithftaoding 
Bi7lt*a jmMagh we cnnot regard ij: in any other light than that pf a fatire 
wriWieti-ogalnft Mamyrra ; an opinion enbracod by the learned Dr. Middletoib 
There it no weight in the obfcrvatloo, that Catullut would not have ventured cq 
write this epigram againd Caefar In the plenitude of hia ppwer. Cxfar*! cle- 
mency towards his enemies is well known} and the terms in wiiich hittcmaoa 
fpeak of his lenity flicwn to this fatirift implies that he was then poHclled 
empower to puniHi liimi othorwifc his moderation would have been of little 
Talue. Tacitus (i) fpeaks of this a/fiir as a parallel to that of liibalcuJu*, 
who fatirifed Auguftus when tiic latter was ctiuiuiy inTcfied wicl^ ^uverci^t^ 

dominioaj 

(1) Anaal. L.iT.c. 34. 



♦ 



Digitized by Google 



' LETTEKS TO AKD FROM 

D'un autre cdt^, Catulle ne ve^cttt pas jafqu'anx jeu:e 

i ftculaires d'Auguftc, puifqu*il mourut avant TibuUc* 
Ovide^ dans T^l^gie qu il fit expres fur la mort de ceder* 
' nier, mtx CsituUe parmi les po(^tes> qae ion ami dnoit 

rencontrer a fa deicente dans les champs £1ys6es : 

St u^en anobis aliquid nifi nomen umbra 

** Reftat; in Liyha Valle Tibullus erit. 
Ohvius buic vcnias hedera juvenilia cin6ius 
Tempora, cum Calvo» dode Catulle tuo*." 

Maia dans quel tems Tibulle mourut-il ? Une petite 
^pigramme de I^omitipsJS^^nus nous I'appiend: le m€me 
)Our« ou du moins la m^me ann^e^ que Viigile : 

Te quoque Virgilio comitem non xqua^ Tibulle^ 

5^ Mois juvenem Campof miiit ad £lyfio8 f . 

Pr perfonne n'ignore que VirgUe mourut le 22 Septembre 

734J. II eft done clair que Catulle, dcja mort clans ce 
tems la> ne .vit point les jpux ieculaiies qui ne ie ceiebie- 
xentqu*en 736. 

Avan^ons'plus loin» et diibns, que Catulle Mit d^jd 
jnoiL avam 7JI. Je me fondciui le temoignage d'un hif- 

toriep 



Cstullus, on the other hand, did po% live to fee the fecuhr ga^xics cele- 
brated by Auguftus, fince he died before Tibullus. Ovid, in an elegy writ- 
ten on xhe death of the latter^ places Catullu^ aoioog the pocc^ whom |^ 
friend will meet v itl. In the Elytioji fieldsf . 

But when di i i il uilui die ? A iittle epigram of Donailus Marius in- 
forms us, that hcditti the fame day, or at leaft in rh<- fdxne year, with Virgil ?-f- 
Now it is well known that Vjrgildied ths twcnty-ffccnd of September fevca 
hundred and thirty-four J. CaLullus then cruld not fee the fecular fames^ 
which were not celebrated till feven hundred and thirty fix. 

We nwy go firther, and afHrm, that Catullus was dead before the year 
teveja hundred and twenty -one. This is proved by a comemforary hiAo- 

%«OvidSJtt.L.iit.o. f V. TibnU. Cam. JL iv. c . 15. 1 too. k Vk. Ylk 
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locita cOBtemporaip^ ami de C'lceron* et de CatuUe lui 
nteef ; -en un mot de Corneltua Nepo0. U faut le d<6v«* 

lopper ce t^moignage. Dans la vie d*Atriciis, que cct 
^crivaiu nous a laifleCj parlant d*un certain L. Julius 
Calidius^ a qui Atticus lendit dc grands {ernces, il ajo^te 
pour le &ice mSeux connoitre* puTmpcfi LuetitU CaiuUiqu^ 
mortem, multo eleganuffimum foetam^ nofiram tuiijjc atatem 
vere videor pojje contendere X* Catulle ^toit done mort 
loriqae Nepoa ^criTlt ce paflage. Mais ne poumilKNi 
pas fixer le terns de fa compolition } ttis facileiBem : de 
vingt deux: chapitres qui compofent cctte vie d' Atticus 
dix huit furent publics de fon vivant. HaHenus Attics 
mivo hMa mhisidiu funt^* Le paffiigey ^ikileftpaii^ 
de la mort de Catulle, fe uouv&dans ledouzi^ne chap* 
Stre ; d'oil il s'cnfuit que Catulle mouiut avant Atticus. 
Mais celui-ci finit £1 vie fous k coa(ulat de Cn. Domitius 
et de C* Sofius ||. Si Ton Toulpit poufier I'exaditode 
encore plus loin» et qa'on edt envie de determiner Taan^ft 
prccife de la mort de notre poete, on ne fe tromperoit pas 
de l^ucoap cn prenant I'annce moyenne ei^Uc A* Cf 

706 et 



rian, the f riend of Cicero • and of Catullus fj I mean Cornelius Nepos. In 
his life of Atticus, fpcaking of a certain JuUui Calidius, to whom ifVttirus 
had rendered very important fervices he diftinguifljcs him, " as tiic molt 
** elegant poet of lii.if age, iuvic thti Cx:Ah of i.ucrctius anJ Catullus J.*^ 
The latter, thcrefoie, was dead bcluic NcpOi wruic thii. piiT^f^c j of whi.-h 
it U not difficult to fix the date. Nepos' Life ot Aiacui toaiiiti ojt tweiuy^ 
' two chapters ^ the firft eighteen of which were, iu he tells us, written wh.lu 
the fubjed of rh* rr. ft 11 lived^. The pafTagc mentioniiig tiic Jeath of Ca- 
tullus is in the twelfth chapter j from whence it follows, that Atticus fur- 
vived Catullus. But Attic u, died during the confulfhip of Cn. Domitius 
and C. Sofius ||. Did we with to afceit.un ilill jiiorc accurately the prccife 
year of Citullus' death, wz fhould not be mu; W milhkcn in fixing it at the 
Huddle term between the years of Rome leveo bundred and Itx» aqd ievej| 

' t8acfioii..L.I« c. 55. Vflff deHift. Latin-L. i.c. 14. f drakl, 
|GgnKl.NepM«laTit Attid» c. M. §Idcni>c.it» |idcai» c.%u 

fTTTTTw 
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706 et 7ZI ; ce qui nous donnera 7 14, epoque qui quJidxCk 
fort bien avoc tout ce que xxoua «ii kv^ot d'aiUeiurs. 
: Le fari aisunieiift de Scalig^r* qui poonoit embamfet 
eft cdai qu*il tire du poeme ff^culaiie que Catulle doi^ 
avoir compef^. l«a coaje6iure de VofQus qu on ceI6bra 
<k» j«uc an ^ommncM iMnr da Vll fifde de Aoom n'eft. 
IKftfotttcMbk. Je dottte que «elle de Beyle viille lueiix^ 
Le cua;mencemenL clc ce fiecle ctoit marque par tant de 
d«fi3trdres> on ncgligeoit |eUemea| les axu:ifiane$ cer^ 
miaokt^p qull n'y p«a^ d'appareace qi|*oii alt ccmfu le 
de&in de c^l^btcr de pareib jeux» si que le peuple s*/ 
attendit. M^is quel beloin 6c fuppofer que ce poeme 
avoit compofe poui les focuUires. N'ciVil biei| 
plus nature! de le ciGite deftiot pour la fete de Diane qui 
ft c^Ubreit to us les ans an mob d'AoAt ; Beotlef avoit 
deja fait celte conje^^nre j. On peut la confinncr par 
fpompaiiloa Uu poeoie f^olatfe d'liorace avec ce j«Mirceat| 

hvndrtd ani fwrnty one ; which will give us the year fcTen hundred and 
iburtecen ; which very well Zfffiu wiUi all other particulars knuwa con- 
cerning him. ^ 

Th? cvnly argntnent adduced by Sca.'rpr, tha! can occaftvin any dlfEcuity, 
U» that Catullus compoied j kcular poem. VolBus' conjofture, that the 
^ciilar games were celebrated at the cunimencement of the feventh century 
0f Rome, is altogether un^varr^ntcd : that of Bayle, I fear, rcf^s, not an 
much better authtority. The beginning of that century was «iefarn;sd by 
ln» many diforders, and by fuch a maiJced acgletft of ancient cerenjonici*,^ 
that there is not any probability thiC fuch games, fhould then have been 
ckher exhibited or ex peeled. But it is not ncceflary to fappofe tiitt Ca- 
tRlIu^* poem wa? written for the iecular games. It migUt have been in- 
f ended merely fw Diani'? fcitival, which was celebrated yearly in the month 
r>i Augult; as Bentley corjcd^ured -f. This is confirmed by comparing this 
poem with Horace's Carmen Suulart, la the fouoer* hath the bgiys and gjx^ 

• SuctofU L. u. c. 37. t CcatL tn Pnefat Edit. Horatian. 
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CataUe^ Bins cekii-ci ks gaifons et les filles ne ftn^ 

Diaoae famus in fide 
" Paelbe ct pucri intcgri**" 

Au liea ^ daoB Hence ks gar(oo» iMdnflait i ApoV 
lonj les filies i Diane: 

Supplices audi pueros ApollOj 

Sidcium Regina bicornis audi^ 
** Luna pucllas f 

C^tc difcinciion leui" ayoit^te meme ordonnce payjt^oracl^ 
qui leujc enjoignlt la celebration de ces ^cux X* 

Je m'ante : en voili bien ^Sc3 pour une foih Je 
dolt feniir que y/os momens font pr^cieux, et il faut act 
moins vous difpofer a ne pas trouvcr s^uvaife la liberie 
que j'ai priie» en n'en abuiant pas. 

J*ai rhoQnieiiT d^ltfe^ ayec beaucoup. de coniid^iation^ 

Monfteur} &e* 

Edward GiBsq^i* 



Afm kit one ehomtt Which Mntttt Mclf to Sbna** In Honee» thebof* 
addiefi cfaemfdrcs to ApoUd» ani the girls to Diaufi f . Th!t diftinaioa bii4 
heen dUbUM Iqr .ih* ocacle «h» cMunmikd the MlebniiMi of dw 

games |. 

But I have done. ThSt is cooogh for one letter. Yenrliimeis preelou 
oftd I wotttd not offiind yen hf catrying too & the liberty I have taken ii| 
noting to you. I hare the honour to be» iritfi mqch conltderatloof 
^ Yottttf l^c. 

SoWAtO GiBSOH* 

« Catuli. Carm. xxtir. ytf. i, f HoratCina. SccuJjbver. |^ 

I y. DiObftaC. CL TMtin do Mis SfCttlai^ 
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N*. VII. 

Af. GsssiXR ^M* GiBiov* 
t. /^UiERlTUR de Pifenibvs quibus bonorem m 



doAUS forte fidem apud te, Gibbone, Vir Do^liflnne, 
wmtiri eiiAt f«ciiius« fi auSorem fentemis fiue laudaf* 
ftnt, fine quo tM kvts> et hartolattoni fimilia, videri po- 
tcft, et quae argumcnto etiam non nimis valido evcrti queat. 
Jam vcro eft ilia Porphyrionis antiqui hominis, qui earn 
ibfte d^bet andquiori, qui de nominibus Hotatiania 
Ibrtpiit. Hie ergo Porphyrio, at eft ex oplimis libris 

Cditus, //i^' f iibrum, inqiiit, qui injcrihitur de Arte Poetics 
md Z. Fiforiemy qui pojiea urhis cuftos juity mi/tt. Nam et 
iffo JPifo fotU fuUf ttfiwiiwum UbttaJikm andfiu- At aetac 
Boa convenit ! Immo pulcfare. Mortuus eft tile Fifo, 
Tacito tefte, (An. 1. vi. c. lo.) o6iogena\ius A. U. 785. 
psKlie^luram urbis annis .XX.^ iulcepit ei:go A* U« 



• t» YOU inquire wko were the Pifo«, of whom Horace fpeaks In fwch ho* 
pourable ternis in his Art of Poetry. Papier afid Sanadon \aou!(1 probably, 
fDoft Icttned Sir, have obtainel more credit with you, had they cited tfae 
a»tiMmt]r ^ which their opinion refts ; independently of which, it fcant 
Wfk bftter than a i;uers, which a flight fafwoent is fufieiant id orerturn. 
Tbia nithority is that of Porphyrio, an ancient writer, who treats of the 
nmet llientioned In Horace, and who here perhaps copies from fcnne atitkor 
nore ncient than himfelf. In his cocrtAed edkbn Porphyrio, fayt, « Ho* 
race's work> intitlcd the Art of Poetry, is addrefled to L. Piib^ who .WM 
** afterwards (pTcnor of Rome j for Pifo was himfelf a poet» and a patran 
** of literary purlu!es**. But chronology, you fay, dors not warrant this 
IBspUnacion. It does \ for Tacitus tells us, in his Annab, (lib. vi. c. xo.) 
. f lib diad U. C. 7S51 aC tkie agf of eijhtjr* He held his office ewaaty 




765. 




Mr. GxsNEit to Mr. Gibbon; 



|ta»| 
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Antequam illud munus i^feepirit, debet fcripta 
effe epiftola de Arte Poetica (quam ego fufpicor fuilie 
aliquando teaiid( libri teitiam) : quU JPorphyrio diicit» 
qui poftte urbiM cuftos fiat* . Fonamto natam die Pifeai 

jnajorein hiioruru anno aetatisXXX. eumque filium annos 
XVI. habuiile, cum ad ilium ifta Icribeiet Horatius 
<366) : O majw juwumm^ &c. Scdpla erit Ai» Poetica 
anno «tatis Horatii LII. quod pulchre convcnit cam Bea** . 
tleianis rationibus, quas ego, cum ante hos fere annos 
Horatium ederem^ comperi ha^enus certe juHas, ciTe, ut 
. diligenter licet attendenti, nihil occanrerit, quod iilts 
repugnet. Si putemus in adolefcentem XVI annorumy 
non convenire laudem, quam illi tiibuit Horatius (quod 
mihi quidem contra videtur) prius natum poifumus V vcl 
X adeo annis dicere* At Virgilius vivebat adhnc cm 
Anem Poetibim fcriberet Horatius, qui mortuus eft A. U. 
735, cum vir XXX annoium eflfct Fife, nec filium ha- 
bere poflet X vel XII ad fummum aimis majmm* Prino 
Hec ipfatt hoc forte abfardum patarint qnidamy 
liic Yocaii praecocis ingenii et do6binae pucrum decen* 



^tifs I iod tlMiclwe entered on it U. C. 765 j before which penod Horaet - 
mofthkve fent to bimtheAitof Poetfy» (which I fufpeft once flood at th» 
third epiftle of the ftcond book») hecaufe Pocphyrio fiqre* ** who wet after- 
wwdt foi^emor of Romew** Let oi fuppofe diet l^iro^e foo wm bom 
^hok' Che Father was tbirtjyeart old ^ and that the fon' was listeen when 
Horace eddreflU him* O iMs/nr jwcmm \ the Art of Poetry will then htfe 
lieen written in the fifty-fecond year of llorace^t age | which wdl agreea 
with Bcntley*a computation $ « fubjed^ which I remember to have esa- 
aiiaed and ap|»roved when about the fame lime of Uie I publiM my edi- 
tion of Horace. If we tUak ficteen yean coo young Ibr the pieilct be- 
llowed by tlie poet, we may add to them five* or even ten yearn awiv. 
But 10 thii mode of reckoainf it it oyeM» that Viigil was alive when 
Horace wrote his Art of Poetryi and at thi litter died in the year of 
Rome feven hundred and thirty fife, Piiby who was dien but tUrty yean 
«Id hirardfy could not have a foa above tin or twelve at the ntmoft. But 
feme critics do not difapprsve of this applicitteo ef jmitm to ■ boy of ten 

yeart. 
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jtt LETTSfiS TO AND FROlt 

iiem* Rtc qaklett Mite poetit faiili HagDUOn OfoHott 

tKofque noi^tnns ; €f libenlios, credo, ntebantur auUcl 
homines juvems appcllaiionc, poUquaui iicquitcr adco 
Ciceroni expctivcrat putrum quod voca^ OAavi«un« 

9ed quod ptce lua dixerim, Vtr HinnMiiittie> aihil 
caufap vklco cur in vivis adliuc fuiflfc, ftatuendum fu V ir- 
giimmj Icubente Artem Horatio, l^equc enim iiaipiicitet 
to loco yvn poet« moitais oppomuitur^ ied vitiqy i oovis t 
HOA Iblt Libitina fiicme poelta poieft ; fed annot jm 
pltires moituu^ fit, fecundum iilus judiccs^ oportct; 

■ 

Eft vetuf atque probus, centum qui perficit asnos/* 

Vi4e» ^[ttcfo, epiilolatn libri feCundl primim. 

De Hocatii ode Ubrt tcitii tertia> featentiam diaci ia 
vaeis ad ilium obfervationibus^ quas tibi vifas non puto, 
quare hie repctam et e^^plicabo* JLu&t Au^uAus cocoas 
Pconunnonnunquam. Notum eft. ex Suetonio (I. ii. c« 
7o»)> male audifte aliquando ccenam ilVtua 
J^* uuodccim illoxuiu Dcuium^ i^uxbu^i pulvinaiia^ icu 

ledi 



3r«nt» Mid «f t Ibfwaid gentoti Omivt md qiImv mm pocti ic that | 
lad Um Rm&in cottrtwit would nitttrall/» I tfaittk b« pipdjgtl Sa uiiqg the 
tem jmnm^ ifttt Cicno gm lb much oflTeace by applyliig the tnm 
to Attsnfttti* 

Bttt I Tee not any coAvIneiAt irgumeikt to prove thtt VUiB wn tllms 
wbcn dw Alt of Poetry wm wxitcon. Fori in the paiAce eHtided tOt flonce 
doct not CQOtraft living poeU with thofe that were deed* hot ooricot poets 
with the modern i end, eceording to the critics whom he mentiooii not 
death ilonot hut the being dead t certain number of jreart* wat aeccfldry fw 
the attainment of poetical fame.. 

Eft vetnt atqiie probttli ce&tam qui perficit annos.*' 

Seethefirft cpiiUc of thefccood book. 

^ 

ft. Concerning the third ode of the third boott, I formerly gave my upt- 
nion in the obfervations accompanying my edition^ which» as yoli have npC 
f^en them, 1 (hall here repeat and explain. Aufuftya foneiimei reprefcnted 
in fpott the fuppers of the Gods. We Itnow from Sneione, ]ib. IL c, 70. 
lIuc he was blamed for hia imiution of the of the twdn godt» whicli 

ttfcd 
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561 LETTERS TO AND FKOM 

imperii iedeAagttlhi8« PoCaiteaxegntiim^iceBe ptmcipf^ 

ii crederet ipfe populus damnari in aula confilium illud 
anUquum Julii Cxhixis, calamitorum Romsc ac deteilabik. 
Q^od hie longior efi> ct »ithtt»mlt^, quuii ab iilo cx« 
0idio aliquis exrpe6h»et ; nae ignaras fuerit naturae ear* 
minis lyrici, quatenus ilia c:: cm pi is vcterum cognofcitur^ 
qui loogum adeo excurluiD, fi vei exciiifui» [n, icprehen- 
dai. 

3. Darus iatis nodus eflle debet, qui non modo enidi* 

turn at(|uc ingeniofum juvenem, fed vcteranum etiam m 
his literis virum^ Breitingerum, cujus nomen lemper cum 
lionore ufurpOi potuit tcnexe* C(ui enim poftulaie potuit 
legatio popult Roman!, *^ civitates jure belli fuas fiidas ref* 

tiuiti in integrum ab Antiocho,'' quas pauIo ante Sena- * 
tus Ptokmaei pupilii fui elTe dixerat ? Qui potuere Koma- 
si jure belli aflmre (ibi urbes Afiae^ in quam aHquoe 
demum annis poft primus omnium Romanorum ducum 
** Scipio cum cxcrcitu trajecit ?*' (Epit. Liv. I. xxxvlL) 
Vemm foln umea poteft hie niodoa^ edam non adhibi* 

to 



tiave been pleafed with an attempt to perfuade the people tlut he condemned 
a dedgn, faid to have been entertained by Julius CxUi, but which wit fo 
much detelled by the Roinaiu> and would* if carried into execatioD» have 
hecn fo calamitous to Rome. The fpcech indeed is longer, and more pa- 
thetic than might be cxpcdlcd from the beginning of the ode ; bat Ac muft 
be ignoranr of the nature of lyric poetry, as illuftratcd in the v, ritings of the 
ancients, who find fault with the length of this real or apparent digtcilion . 

5. The kno' mull be hard indeed, which not only baffles the exertions of 
a karacJ ir-d m^ci.i i j . youth, uat reftils the ftrength of Breitingtr, a ve- 
teran in tiic iiUiary htriJ, wbofe name I never pronounce bat with the ii [,hr!l 
Teffecfl. Ho'.v could Roman ambaflfadors require that the cities t^k n hy 
Antiochus in Afia fhoulJ be reftorcd, according to the hw tf war, to Rcmc, 
when the f^fnate fhorrly before had declared thofc cities to belong to its 
pupil Pcolcmy ? Or ho v toulJ the Romans claim thofe cities by the law of 
war, when Scipio, a few yta;s afrerv.ards, was the firft Roman general that 
paiTed into Afu wlih an army ? Livy, lib. xxxvU. The knot, however, 
auy be tiO£ied* wuhoui bayiof recourfe to A ic i aft dw *! twotd, ^videdl we 
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E&WARD GIBBON Efquiit: 3^9 

td Alexandri gladio, modo feriem ilknim rerum apud ip« 
fum Juftlnttm atque Liviam infpiciamus. Hie (I. xxxt. 

C. r4«)i Phillppo^ inquit, animos jacichat — Ja.^us iduirk 
cum Aiiiiocho Syria rgge, divijaquc Jam cum eo Mgyfig 
€pes, ad marti muliiM Ftolfmtu regis, immmlani* 
Juitintts (lib. xxx. c. a.)^ Legaios AkiCMndnm ad Roma-^ 
nos mijeref or antes ut tutelam pupiiltfui Jujuperenf, twm 
renturque regnum ^^^i^ quod jam Fhiiiffuma Antiochum^ 
JkSa inter fe pa^otn, divijiffi dicihemf. Nec vero inter 
pa61a res fubftitit. Aniiechus enim, dum ociupatus in Ro^ 
man» hello eji Philippus^ ^tdte Livio, lib. 33. c. 19.) om* 
nibus qm in Cceii^SyriM funt ciwunihif PtoUnun^ in fuam 
fotifiaUm redaHis; fimul fer omftetfi oreuii Ciliriaqw et Cartet 
tenfatuns crai urhts quer in ditione PtoUtnai e jjdnt : Jimulgue 
Philippum exercitu navihiifque adjuturus, Vinciturqae a 
€^indo Philippus. Ab eodem Q^intio jam (Liv* lib. 
xxxiit. c. 34. )> aperte pronunclatur legatis Antiochi, jure 
belli ct Vicioiiae nimirum, ut excederet A/see urbihus, qua aut 

^ Phiiiffi 



Mam tiM Icrfet of tboTe tranfaClioiii/u Rbtfld by Jufttn ^ Uvy. Tha 
Utter hIAoriaQy Kb. xxxL c. 14» tttafen* that PhiUp*t courage was in- 
oealed by liis leigoe widi Amiochoty king of Syria> with whom* ii foon 
u - be Icanied Ptolemy^t de«ch« lie propofedt according to the tenor 
of that agreementy dividing the fpoili of E^ypt.** Jnftin, again) lib. xxx* 
c s. tellt oty y thet die Alexandiime ftnt Amb^fltdors to Romoy 
refuelling the feoUe to ddeod the caiife of thcii«p«^I» dweatened with tho 
** ptnid^m of hit donuniom, in confequcnt^ of « treety for that purpofe be« 
tveen Philip and Andochus/* Thii treaty indeed foon began to be caf* 
ried into effeSt } for, according to Livyi lib. xxsit. c. I9. <* Antiochua 
** while his ally was occupied in the war vArh Ronie» conquered all the 
** cities belonging to Ptolemy in Ccele-Syria j purpofing next to invade 
«* the coaft of Caria and Cilicia, and at the fame time to aflift Philip with a 
«* flccL ini rmy." Meanwhile Philip is conquered by the Roman conful 
<i^iniiu!tf who tiiea upeoly declared to Anrtechu&' ami>airA4ors> ** Uiat their 
Vol. I. 1 B nm\st 
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370 LETTERS TO Aim.FRO&t 

^ifate^ fed verum tamen fci ipfit Jaftmos. 

Ecquld te pcenitef, GIBBON E Vir DocSiifame, litf-* 
t.is ita humanis iaceiHtum ivijre fenem frigidum ct inertc^^ 
qui per duos menfes poifit difiere refponiion^m cpiilo* 
lam ita blandain, I'Ca fibi honorificam } Non conjiciattl 
caufam longi lilentii in fene6^ateni, quamcmam hiec quo- 
qiie incipit fuMaminare non .nuDquam coaatas meos^ at 
dfenfiam circa ieptQageiimum, dempds tribus, aetatts an- 
num, non ita me jam iinperare poQis ingenid, m annis 
fupciioiibus. Scd cnm alias in otium conceclere paulla- 
tim detar fenibusy mihi adhuc pene contra evenit^ ut fub<- 
inde nov£ mibi cuiafe imponanfar. Adfcripfus itm fo^ 
Cietatibus aliquot^ uf Berolincnfi, ct iroftra! fcientiarum 5 
iianc etiaili per vices ferae/lies julTus dirigcre : piaefidere 
folco ringulii» liebdomadis focietati apod nos Gcrmanicae ji 
fubmittere antetn fcriptiunculas qQaHdem ineaa Latinae Je- 
tienfitf Bihliotbecam Academiae, quinquag'mta ad min}-> 
jBQUQi librorum millibus conftantem, curare meum eA; 



'< mifter mtift evacuatft (fupply, « according to the Itw of war,') all thofe 
*■ chics to which tidier Philip or Ptolemy had aiiy claims." Livy, lib. xxxiii. 
c. 34. Juilin's narratlTCf there&fe, thoagh obfcared by brevity, is yet coiw 
liltent with truth. 

Do you not recent, learned Sir, having written id z.r\ indolent old 
man, %vho could delay tm^ months fending an anf'ver \o a letter fo obliging* 
and fo honourable to himfdf? I will not throw the b^inrjc on my advanced 
age, though I begin to frcl my former pov'Jcrs of exertion fomcwhat ibckcn 
and abate under the weight of fixty-f evcn years. At this time of life moft 
old men are induigi-d with a diminutiyn of labour } vfherc.Ts I, on the con- 
trary, am conliniuily burdened with an iiicrcafc of operations and cares. 
I belong to federal acadcuiies, particularly that of Bulin, .^nd \h\% hfrc of 
Gottingcn ; whicli laft I am appointed to dirr^ fix :nor.t!v3 in the year j I 
alio pre fide weekly in the Gcraaan fociety of this place, and frequently cor- 
refpond with the Latin fociety of Jena. I .im entruilcd wiih lb« c<}rc ci' 
the public library^ CGo&ding ac Icall of £fty thoufdnd volumes j with the in- 
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• KDWARB "OtBBON BfquZie. %n 
, ■ • » 

tam fcholas majoies per Oemiamcas Regis proi^das in- r 

ijpicere^ et tegere confilio ; turn alimentarios cinnter n- 

ginti juvcnes obfcrvai-e; et fcribcre quidquid Proce^oria 
ct Senatus Academici nomiae in tabulis pubiicis proponi- 
turi inter hxc temas^ qnatemas,' plores etiam inter-* 
dam, (ingalis diebnt praeleAiones habere. £t dixi, taQ<« 

turn qua:' pLihiicis aliquo modo ofEciis dcbcntur. G(iiot 
faiutares juvenes funt accipiendi? quot ex condifcipulis 
vel difcipulis amici abientes colendi iiteri^ ? nanqCiam va* 
care polFam a fcribendo* commentando talia quae luci 
dcftinata publica: plu^ aliquanio curx pormlant: ut nunc 
in manibus eft Claudianus^ hac xftate, UDeus faveiit» 
proferendus. Hiec cum ita (int« fateory me, cam primum 
percurrenti tuas, virpiaeftantlffime, literas, uegotium etiam 
operolius videretur, quam tra6lando deinde expeitus fum, 
illas in otium pinguialculum com inuarum aliquot borarum 
iepofui(re. Hoc odolum heri demum cafu mihi oblatum, 
collocavi ut Tides. 

Siipcreft, uti hanc lucubrat'iunculam boni confules, cr, 
fi ilia mmus. forte, quam mibi optablle eilj cxpedationi 



fy^S&Bn <if colleges in hts Majefly's Cenaan domiolons ; ami vidl the 
. fupenntondance of about twenty youths, who are educated at the public ex- 
fcoee. The taflc alfo falls on me of writing whatever is inferted in the «*- 
chives of the univeidty, in the name of the rcOor and fcnate : and it is my 
duty to give daily ,three, four, and romedmcs more prelcdlions. To thefe 
public o6ices muft be added the avocations of private company, anJ of a 
very extenfivc correfpondence. Bcfidcs, I have always fomc work in hand> 
which requires nicer attention to render it worthy of the public eye. At 
prefcnt 1 am employed about an edition of Claudian ; which, God willing! 
'fliall be publifhed in the courfc of this fummer. Thus circumftancedi^ j 
confcfs that I ! i ! ; )c your letter, which fccmrd as if it would require more 
psins to anl.vcr triutivvcr.' .^i ' r ,v v j-. kkjiuI ncccfiaiy, until I fhould enjoy a 
few hours of uninlcrrnpred '.eifuic. iais opportunity occurrci only yeitcr- 
day, of which, you fee, I made ufc. 

It renuinb tint I rcqu:-i1 you to receive favourably this attcnapt j and if it 
doei not fully aafw^r your expcdlsuou, to arcribc the failure to any othe? 

a B 2 caufe 
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luae refpondeat, rtlia mlhi omnia quam grauHcandi tiU 
volttnutenn dcimBk tsi&imeB* Bmitm fin dui,' ^nbd 
nonopiit dTd putarem <a lepettret qum ad cay&mmi- 
i\itucndam a te bene dl6la funU Latina lingua, ui ali- 
^uaato naihl fainHiariore,nx{u« fum, nc mihi forte acci- 
dcret, qaod tibi Gallice icribeiiti« GaUice licet bene do&o, 
nib Teniflfc YideOy oti (cribeiety DTn Mfhmiit que Scmliget wi 

JJ. kofflus oni £u enfemhie; uiulc ainjiiis coliigcjit ic pu- 

taflie iiuculam lubuiilc latcr le kiminpg^ quorum alter 
novem annis poft alterioa mortem natus eft. Habet, 
Gibbone, Vir Hamaniffime, nudum pediis el dedium iibi 
Toluotatcm ctparataftudia 

MM, OorrtncM, i. . Zll M» Amo LVUt 

4. In ([lur Hionc dc aniiis Catulli plane tuns fum, Gilj- 
hoDt Po6^'!iIime» ne putes pigritia quadam me aflentln 
malle tibif quam tecum difputare* primo hie reponam 
ipfa verba quae jiffeiris pofdi iu difput^doUe de annis 
ludifque iecuUribus veterum Romanorum Vicariae A, 

1717 i 



tnft trtfatr tim mj wm lirliniriwi t» dMgt ym» Bftvltjr im lOf 
. afan* tocanft It leemed wwiHrry tt itpMt nhtt 700 lud li» weil fid4 on 
the IbliJeftt I wrhi to Mim • lai^vi^ Mliar to me, kft I AooM coa> 
* ftk a toUtoltotoBikr to dMt of friuch jmi, wtlMcHM to Ficik1i> ait 
gvUtyi wbn jm ftjri CAi fm &i«%ir If J[jC mt or ttt/mUe,** 

Inm tfi* VMto it mii^ te conclvia^t ttoe a dtHbtnot liad fidifiM be« 
tvitflv tbifii IcMMl BHa* of which tht «m dM nms yean bete die' «ttor 
WM bMDf I fi iB i iii l to c awi y> ^tb nacboonfilffitioftf 

Mattmxw CsAPta* 

■ 

0«tTf«aB]f» stth Mni*]f 17514 

V 

^. As to the qucftion concerning the age of Catullus, I am entirely of 
your OpUUoiii and left you fhould thmk that I agree with you, mercjy be- 
caufey thrmigh lazimTs, I am unwilling to enter into an argument, I iTiali 
traafcribc Ui« wordi of a thefuj v,hiih i itfcaitd iamy youth iotty yc^rs 
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EDWARD GIBBON £fqube; yj$ 

'1717 ; atque adeo ante hos ipfi» quadragmta atinos a me 
babita^ [p. 4^.) Cumtnififo carmine m hi I Jt fitodnonaUa 

quoque jejh in Diantc horidrem cani potutrit, &c. Dciuclc 
cpnfinno tibi a^t expencjiiiib eadem iiora, qua iila f<;ribe- 
bam, emdl.tam dKputationem tuain^ contaliiTc ip&s IC 
Voffii ad CatuUum obfcrvationcs (edit. 1684, 410. p. 8i 
et fiq»)y ct ea quae Jof. Scaligcr a Voflio hie rcfutams 
difputaverat ; infpexiiTe Ciceronis de Mamurra iocum^ 
adhibulfie Middletoni obfervationem ; et poft lem bene 
perceptam et perpenfam^ plane fecux;di;m tc^ praeiUndf* 
fimeGibbone, pronuncio. 

P. S. Rede mifai xeddentur Ktern tuip fi in pofteram 
quoque icribere ad me ^cWb, vel iblo meo nomine et 

urbis noftrae literis infciipto ; vel fic, A.M. le 
Profeffcur Geiher^ Confeiller de h Cour dc fa Ma- 
jeft^ Britanniquej«i Gottingen.*' Sedfi viavidere 
titulos meos more Germanico dcduAoti en tlbi ez« 
cerptos ex libro quimum ed'uo Nordhufac ^752^ 8vo, 
Teutfch und Franfofifch Titularbuch, p. 164 A 
jiloniieur Monfieur Gefner^ Confeiller de la Cou^ 

_________ « de 

Hi*! (p* 43* Weimar, X7i7>) concerning the fecular yean and games of 
fbit Romans. <* There is nothing in the poem which might not have been 
Ci\df had |fc heea written for any other fefttval m honour of Diana,** ieCf 
aflfure you, that witbiii this hoar I hive cmnpardd what iji faid b your 
learned ^HHertatieny with If. Vo(Iius* remarks on Catullus, (edit. X6S4, 4(0* 
p. Si, and thofe of Jof. Scaliger, whom he refutes. I alfo exa< 

mined the pailage of Cicero concerning Maipurra, with MidJIetiim*s ob« 
Icnratieiii OQ it; and haviof examined and well weighed the wliole natter* I 
^raoeiince fentmeot noft excelleqt Gibbooy clearly in your favour. 

P. & Your letfiert wiU iiad me iriithoiit any farther direftion than that of 
my name and place of abodei or addrefledto Mr. Profellor Ccfner» cuoa« 
iellor of tfie Coorc of hit Britannic Majefty, Getdngeiv Bttt if yot^ 
vhh to fee my tidca expanded at length after the Germin Albion, 
ll^fe l^y aie« copied ffoo) the French and Cembali Title-book,\ 
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de fa Mftjeft^ Bntaniiiqiie> Profefieur oidiiiau^. 
dcrUniverfit^ dcGottinguc, Infpe^ur G^n^ral dcs 

** Ecolcsde rEle6toratdc Hanovre, Hibliothecairc dc 
rUnivcrfit^, Dire£leur du Seminaire PhilologiqQCy 
Pi^fident de U SocUt6 Royale de rEloquence Al- 
leroande^ ct Membre de la Soci6t6 Royale de 
Sciences de Gottinguc, 8cc" Nullus horum titu* 
lorum eft* quin aliquid certa temporis mihi auferat: 
quae Ibla ettam caufa eft cur hoc defcripfi.: quod mihi 
te credere iic putabo, fl quam breviflima infciiptiona 
literarum ad me utans. 



f^otti it Kofdhwirea, 17 S^* ^^o* fifch edition, p. 164, « Toll. 
Gefneri CQun£ellor of the Court of his Bdtaniik Majefty, Ptaftflbc in 
the UmTfrnty of Cottbg en, Infpe£tor General of the Schoolj of die 
£le6^orace of Hanover, Librariaoof the Utuverdty, Din6tcr of thm 
^ Hiikdogical Seminary » Prefidentof the Royal Society of GeimaDElo* 
qocpce^ M«nbcrof the BjtftX Society ^Seencei at Got^npai** Ac* 
That it not one of thefe tides but depriva ike of fome pact of my 
times dw only leafoQ Ibr which I ^eie fnbjoin them ; which I fhaUdtiak 
^tti bc|ieTe« if yewr letter ID me bai as ilmt adinAieo ai foffiUe. 
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fj". VIIL 
%fr. Gibbon SM* G^svbe* 

LA muUitude de voa occupations montrent a la foU 
votre mirite, la juftice qo'oB lui rend, ma pt6{6mp^ 
tiont et votre bontl. <^e j'enyie ie Ibrt de ce petit 
nombrc d'cfprits fiip^ieurs dont Ics talcns toujouis Ics 
m^tncs, ct toujourj diverfifi^s^ revitiflcnt avec une ^gale 
&cilit6 toas les caradi^res que rutilit^ ou Tagrtoent des 
Jsonmes ejpige d^eux. J'applaudis eneore au dirceme- 
mcat de ccs princes qui ofent ^carter les nungcr, dont l:i 
invoru6, Tcnvie, et la calomnic cnvironnent Icurs tronci, 
qui rendent aux grands hommes de leura 6t9Lt9, une jufiice 
que le pablic impartial leur rendoit depuis long terns, et 
qui favent rccompenfcr Icars talens, en tcur fonrninnnt 
de nouvcllcs occalions de Ics d^vclopper. Voila uue 
petite partie des Inflexions qa'a fait naitre votre ietu-cj Q 
j*en croyois mon incHnation, ellet A'aurorent point de 
j^gi^e^ i iiidi^ la raifQn ne dlt que jc UoU mc cuuicnter 



Mr, Gibbon to Mr* Gesner. 

Ty t latttdtudc of your employiaeitti iSMt tt ooet tiift proof of yoor 
ffn metiry of tbe jaftteo done ^ i( b/ cI)o pifblicy of my prefuanpciony mi 
fif your goodn^fs. Hwf csi^k Is the lot of chat fnult niunbor of fupo- 
lior imiidf*whoie talentt are equally adjpced to promota the purpofaa eithef 
of picafme or QtUityf The dUecnmeot fmely of thofe princea ia wunhy 
of much apphufe, whoj bavjng yencand to dUBptoe the eloudt <if aqvy» ca- 
Inoany, md MrcSltft thaturualiy rurrouiid tbronei, sendpr to thttrvly grea^ 
iBoi m<jQi their fiibjeds, a juftice which had been long doM to them b^ 
the impartial pttbttCy aod fow<ird their CaiontSt b/ •^rding chom new oppor- 
tasl^i^ to dirpUy them* Thefe are bat a fmull part of the refltCtiooa oec«t 
told by your lectery and which* were I to confulc my iodhiatloii onlyg 
ff^ extend to e great ifa|tl^ | but my tttioa telb mt^ that I nwll bo 

\ ^0BtVflltt4 
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de vous afTurer de toutc la rcconnoiffance dont vous zyejs 
peoeue un hommequi Ic feratoujoius gloire du litre de 
voire diiciple. Je vais dans peu de imis en ABgletem $ 
Je poonois pfUt Itre y trouver Toccafioa de tous prouver 
xnes fentimcns, ou da moins mon commerce vousdevien- 
dia moioft eoouyeiu* Moa iejour dans une capitale 
^dair^ medooaeia ime ibm de mtote. local. Incapable 
de les imiter, je vous apprendrai de KcHine-lieure les 
uavaux, ct les dccouvertcs de nos lavans. Gottmgue 
m^ritebien qu i mon cotu jevous deipaode qncUes ibnt 
les occupadoDs de Toa coUcgnes et de vos di&iples. IJn 
nouveau plaifir que j'envifagc dans'inon retour en Anglc- 
terre, c*eft la coxuioiflancc de ecus vos ouvragcd. Mon • . 
premier foin Im de ne les {wocurerj et de lea etudier 
confine nies mellleara modules : poor m'aider dans cette . 
n?ch<Tchc, je jircndrai la libcrti dc vous demanuer Line 
liAc de tou3 CCS morccaux curieux doni vous avez enrichi 
la r^publique des leures. Mon ignorance de plnfiem 
d'entre eux excite a la fois ma joye et ma honte. Ma 
jeunefle, et ic lieu d*ou je dattc mcs letirc^^ iont mon 
unique excuie« 

Si 



contented until afloring yon^ duK yon liave fific4 willi gpidtale asHBulio 
will 4wiys be proud of bcbg called your feholv. I go ihortljto Emlwd} 
^ncfCf p rhaps, I may find on cpportuoity of pcovtng to yoo the finoerity 
ot my fcncifneQlfy at leaft of rendcxtag mj correfpondeiice Ida digfomc 
My lefidence ia Loodon will give ne a fott of local naerit. I will leod joia 
early inceUigcncr of the labours and difcoveries of our leaincd men* whole 
exanplc I am enable to imitate; and will expcA to )eam> mietui^y what 
is fo proper an objcd of corio&ty, the occupatioD8 and ftadies of your col- 
leagues and ^IcSplca at" GottiiigeQ* Ac my return to Loodoa I propoTe to 
jnyfelf a flew pleafure in cslkning alt your woiks» which I will make it rof 
£ril biifinefs topiocurej and ftr aOifting meio ibit'matfier, muft ic^ueftthac 
you would gi«e rae the titles of all the cariew pieces with which yon have : 
enriched the republic of letters. My igoatance' of many of them caote ^ • 
both joy and flume. It can only be exqiicd in ccnftdcrtfjwi of mj |0«th> and » * * 
the place bom which this letter i^dated. 
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Si j'oiepropofer quclques noaveai^x douUSy voos fa?e« 
fftieax qae perfonne qu'ii n'y a que la laiibiit ou 4^ 
moins Ion apjpaience qui fbit abiblue. Soyez perfuad^ 

que mon unlc^uc but ca difcutant vos iccjoii^, t elide m'ca ^ 
readre digae ; ^ 

Non ita ceitandi cupidus, quam propter amorem, 
^* Qaod teimUari aveo. Quid cnlm contendat hirundo - 
Cfcnis ; aat qutdnam tremuHs facm artubus haedi 
Coniimtle in carfu poffint, ae fonia equi vis i 

** Tu pater ct rcium inventor*.'* 

Apr^s cette explication, je vous avoueral quMl me Telle 

encore quelques nuagcs iur Ic Pilon de I'Art Poetique. 
Vous ne ctuycz pas que ics paroles d'Horace toucbant 
Virgile, prouvenc que ce poete {{ki encore vivaot, et que 
roppofition eil plut6t des anciens aux nodernes^ que 
cics raoit3 aux vlvans. j*ai rcla rcndiuir, mais cettc nou- 
vcUe ^e6kuic, ec Ics r6flexion:i aux quciies' eile a donn^ 
lieui n*oiit fait que me jcoofirmer daos ma premiere opt- 
aipo. Horace .troavoit la langue Latine pauvje et trop 

« i^^iiie^ 



If I Ttnturc to propoft fome new doubtii it It beciufe you know better 
thiD wof tat, chat abfolute fubmi^n U due only to reiilqn» either real or 
appaicoL You will btlicf e that my onl/ aotavt Sat diicuflioa your Udwu i» ta 
ttadnt myielf worth/ of theat 

** Nonitifiartaiidieii^dWf ^aan pvopter tuMmm*.^ 

AAcr this apology» I moft CM^fa that I have ftill Tome remaining doiibtg 
concemUig the Pifo to whom Horace tddieflei hii Ait of Poetry. Yoa 
think that the manner io whieh that poet fpeaka of Virgil does not prove the 
latter to be ftiti atlve $ becauft Horace doca not oppoft the dead to the living, ^ 

but the ancients to the moderm. I examined the p:ifl'3ge again, and that 
flew pcrufal excited refldfUooi which conftrmed me more (trcngly in niv 
former opinion. Horace tiiought the Latin tongue too poor aud barren^ and 

• Luciet* de Rer. NiCu^. L* Ui. vcr« 5. n fif, 

dcficieot 
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Mrile, ]>ottt cxpnmer lo idto abflraites que les compjtg* 

non* dc Romulus, Ics patrcs, ct Ics brigands nc connoif- 
ioient [xiint : pluiieurs dc compatnotej lui avoicnt 
tmnr^levtoe d^lauu Horace fouhaite de IVnrlcbtt'. U 
propoic poor cet e&t aux Viigile» aux Varias, de tra- 
\aillcr tlaiis cc deflfcln, ct dVmpruntcr du Grcc quantity 
detninrs incrgiqucs doat iis avoicnt be&ln. 11 lent 
Mtt {on {ecoun* OeA un piojet qu'il foime et jioo uoa 
ehoie d^ja ftite qji*i) juftifie. Par cooftqiieot Taveiiif 
qu'il cnvifage ne pcut regarder que ccux d'cntrc Ics ecii- 
vaios qui vivoicnt encore. Par confcqucnt TAil Poctique 
flit compoft avant Tan 735. Le point de vOe fous leqaci ^ 
je conlid^re ce pafiage, eft fi bten celui da po6te lai , 
nctnc, que cclui-ci finit ccUc oppofition par ccttc ima^5 
(une de3 plua vivci et de$ plu^ juilc^j que jc connoiiTc) ; 

^' — HcuH, fcmperquc liccbit ^ 
SigQatum prxktJtc noii pioduceic tiomcn*.*' 

UcuUt le pafl%4 regatde lea Terenca^ lea Caecittua, • 



MMene In noHt txf rcflire of «bllraft iden which were unkoowa to ]lo« 
SMiliuT c«mp<nioMt confidlnf of ^pherdt «nd rpbbcrt. Thii {mperftdiMi 
^aJ btcn ntmtked b/ othert. Horace, wiAiiis 10 reircdy it, prop<;(<t ' 
to the VkgHi m4 Virtofci, to co«opente with bbi in thii defi^n, by bor- 
lowtog fiom the Greek miny eoer^etic tcffm, end phnfcs which were WMt- 
iog la Latin. He doci not jnftify « thins already dooe, but propofet a new 
fotcrprire* The futurity which he look* to can onljr have o rcJercnce 
auihort aiU a)ive. The Art of Poetry wm therefore written befoio the year 
of Rome ieeeo hundred «n4 ttiirty^iiire. This exptaaatioa a|i«ef fe %»ell 
wi«h the poet*t thou|tit« that hia oppolition between the dead and living 
p^it ciMcludea with one of the juftcll aa4 livetieU iaafei tint 1 ctef 
iciacnkrto have met with t 

*♦ licttit, fetTipcnjue ticebik 
Signatom pnrfente no:S pioduccre nomen *•*' 
7ke ^rarV litf a refertnrr to the Terrncea and the CccUivlciy whoiiiitloo| 

* Hortt, de Art* Poet ver« 59. « 

« dead 
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EDWARD GIBBON L^itct 379, 

jMortrdepiuft long terns ; leXuhii, 1e fumr, Ifes Vtfiii8» 

lea Virgiic, ceux qui ttoient encore en 6tat d*cn propter*. 

- Mais, ditca vous» dans ce terns meme ie jeuoe Piioo 
jMuvoit avm 4ix m; Gratiue ^iknt bi«B des ven, iL cot 
agf . Je If fiiis : niftis les Grotius font ik bien conmuns ; 
combien d'enfan? tiouverez vous de dix anSf qui ^ycnt 

^ Aoa-ieulment ailcz dc icu poux f^ure des vers, mais eor 
oore afl4» dc^ reflexion pour ea juga iisnftnieiit i U n>ft 

' pAi ntoe miiemblable qu'i I'age de vingi ans Pifoa 
le p^re tdt d€]i des enfans. Vous favcz combien rare« 
toient let mariages foua Augude ; combien I'exemple de 
GetmanicatpaiKiiflbU admisabk oombienla paavretAJ^ 
la d^bauchc, etViNrgiiielU* axzltoient la AoblelTe dans le 

ceiibati 

^ Cett» «xpliealiMi ell i*Mm phu tfaUlnblabte, <}ue (!»ni fet ouvngety 

Vlrgile 9*e(t plutdc pi^ue de fsLce rfvtvre de vieux mots, que d'en empninter 
de nuuveaux du Give. Je douCs mime ^u'oa puiflc trouvcr ua lieul eodcoic od 
U ui iaivi le coofeil d'Hotace. 



mm 



itxd ; the iSc«^;ft u\ the future^ to the Vafioiei and Vugfk^ nrha <#eta fiEU 
jllivCf Rnd might avail themfelvet of th« maum i*> 

Yoa fay that Pifo's xldeft foa might be ten yea» old when the Art of 
Poetrjf was publilhed ; an age at which Cf^tiut wrota verfta. Grotius did 
iu; but how r V boyaof th«( age have not only the fire to write, biu the 
judgment to criticife poetry? It ia not likely tlut Pifo the father (houid 
havocUJ^ren at the age of twenty. Vou well know the pancify mar- 
liagea iinder Aujuflui, which rendered ^ coojugal felicity of Germanicua 
aaoxinple fo much admired || pQda» poverty §» and debauchery^ detencd 

•f* Thiscxpl ination is the more probable^ becaufe Virgil appears !n his works 
to value himfelf rather on reriving old wordtf than on borrowing new ones fnim 
the Greek. 1 d^jubt whether a iifl^le pofi'ige caa be pointed out» in which he 
followed Horace'i adWce. 

J Suet. L. ii. c. J4, ' ^ ^ TaciU Annal. ii, c. 37. 
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cHilwt, fartovt pendant les ga^rres civiles qui difoH* 

rem la terre, penda;u h picniltiic jeunellc de PifoD. 
Les loix d'Augufte ne iom qu'indiquer la grandeur da 
ml*, ee les prcmidres dc ces loir fufcnt prbmalgu^a^ 
plus de tvenie ans apr^s la naiflaoce de Pifimf . Si Ton 
compte une g6n6ration ordinaire y^vz* a trentc trois ansj* 
il paroit que ious le commencement de I'empire^ on dev^ 
loit ka ponli'er piutdt jufqu'i quirante ana^ qae de les 
f^duire i Vingt* Je conviens que ce ne ibnt H qije 
tics probabllitei, mais dans la fcience de la critique, il 
l^rok que lea probabilit6s dolvent falye difparoltre lea 
fofiibiKt6s, et c6der *a lear tour aux preures. Je ne 
crains rien dc ce principe. L*atttorit4 d*un Porphyrion 
ii'a pas aii'cz de force parmi les favans, poiiv pouvoic 
jamais former un ratfonneroent. Tout ce qu*elie pour* 
aoit fure^ ee ferok d*eii appyuer un dSjk prouv^« Les 
anciens nc donnoient point a Porphyrion la premiere 
place parmi les commentate urs d'lXoracc ^, ct les moder-r 



ibe Roman nobles from mam^gCy efpecialty amid (I the dvil warty ivhich, 
iaiiqa P)fi>*s yoath» de&Uted the earth. Auguftut* Ivn 9U tiut Aibjcfl 
only prove the greatnefs of the evil j and Pilo was thirty years old» h^km 
tlM firft of choft laws waa enaAed '|*. If as ordinary gennratioa is computed 
ifc thirty-tfaree years the |eneratfons under die firft emperors ought rather 
t» be extended to forty, dian redue«:d ro twenty years. Thefe, I acknow<» 
ledge^ are but probibilldcs ; but in the fcience of ciiticMin probabilities de* 
lkroy> poi&bUitiay and are themfclves dcltroyed by proofs. This priadpls 
Is not 10 be controverted. The authority of Phorphyrio Is of too little wdghC 
ancng the learned to be iho foundation of an argument | it might at heft 
|ielp to prop an axaumenty otherwife wdl fnpported* The ancients do mt 
•%n |o hioi the firft sank atnoog Hotace^a conmcntaiort ( | and the mih 
• Dioo.Hift« Rom. I., tvi, p, 570. 

f Horat. Cam. Secular, v. 179 fcc. Tonent. de iege JuliS id Calc. Ho^ 
cat p. 75> frc. 

l fferodot. L. H. Newton Chmnol. Emendaf*p.4V 

^ Y^d* Vitau Hons, fine nomine Autorii, ^cn^l 
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pdt MonHcur J^acier fartoutj lui oat uoiiv6 beiocH^p 
d*eixeuxs. Je ne leas pu d*ailleiiis la force 6e la pn« 

rniere de vos hypoth^fcs. Si- Pifon avoit «u fon fils a 
Tage^c trentc ans» celui-ci pouvoit cQ avoir ieizc^ lorfqu' 
(lorace lai 6cnvit> ^e, fuivant vou8> . qttt tipond aas n 
conditioiis reqaifes* Auriez^vous oabli^ dans ce mo* 

nicntqu' Horace moui'ut en 745, qiiaad Tiiua iui-incme • 
A^avoit que 40 ans i 

. 2« Je ne doute pas un inilant qu* Horace n*alt hi ea 

LfiTrCy de faure voir aux Romains 

que (ileur prince afpiiuit aax.honncui'!* divin??, Viamqut 
■ a^c6Uit Olympo, il ks m^ritoit par fes e;cploits done la 
grandcar. ^aloit cellc dss plus fameiix h6ros, d^im 
Bacchus, d*an Hercule^d'un Romalus^ h^ros^ qui me* 
prifant les eflbrta dcs humains, et appaifant la haine 
des Dieux, s'ctoicat iraye un chemin jufqu'aux palais 
des immortels. Mais a-t*il voulu faire cefier les c]»mtut» 
da peaple fur rinfame yea doute. !• Les dates 

)rx€pu£aent. Sucionc nc marque pas cellc du Aeth*x9i9g 

mais 



lefnif parUciiltfty Mr. Dacteri tiad In him many «rr«i. 1 4o not fee rnir 
gioond far yotirfifft hypotfaeiit. If Pifo had a fon when he was thirty yem 
fia, tfail fimsnigbt be fifteen when Horace wrote Tiis Art of Poetry j an age 
which yoa think igreoi wkh every ^utKty tequiiei in him. Dil ymi n«e 
fti|g»t in writing thia fenteoce, that Horace died in feven himdied end forty- 
when Piib htmfelf wai only ioicy yean old f 
%i I Chinlc It certain that Horace, in rhe thifd ode of Ui third hoble^ 
ntanc to Ihow the Romani, that if their prince ifpiied In dhine honoisrs* 
nmfHt 4tBat Ofymp^i he %vell merited them by his exploits which rivaJlcd 
thefe of the s»^ Baccbna, Hereulei, and Rotnnlns, who» after 

trMDplini on their human enemies, and appeafuig the jeahmfy of the gods« 
had opened for themfdves a toa4 to the palace of the immortalc. But did 
the poet alfo intend, by this ode, to refift and deftroy the clamoars of th« 
people concemittg the infamous fop(>er of the twelve gods ? ] think he did 
m)L t. This defign does not agtea with chronotogy. Suetonius does not 
ttUos tha date of this fapperj but ii&ee Mark Antony mentioned in his 

kttccs 
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M» nous favoDs coujoon qnt poi^jae Maic Antoim 
k rapdla* dans lea lettrea 6 fon xival*, die arrhra avaofc 

3a dernier^ brotiillcrle des triumvirs, o i nvant Tan 721. 
Suivam Bentley 1 dont vous adoptez ic« idees^ Horace 
eonpoi^ k troifi^me litre des odes dans la qinrafite deux- 
* i^me, et la qaarame trotli^me anne^ de ion age, c'efl a dire^ 
cn 728 ct 729. Une juftification venue fept ou huit am 
apr^ coup, bien loin dc faire plaliir a Augafte^ n'aumit 
qu*a' faiw r^im la ntocnre de eea exch, qnt I2 
politique du prince,' et ki rcconnoiflance du pfuple 
avoient plong6 dans Toubli. 2. Augufte foupa avec 
«iize faomiDCSy ou femmes^ pareillemeat ^quipp^s en 
difiiiitea. Horace ^levdt bien Aaguile jl la table dea 

fWcxix, purpureo bihit ore neSiar ; niais y placoit-ii aufli 
tous fci compagnon ? L'honncur Icroit devenu bien ba- 
naU un tel pan^gyrique n*e(k pas M fort ^loi%n6 de 
la &tyTe. Je comriena bien durefte avec vous, que 

trouver le piau d'un mor<^cau dc puciie Lyiicj^ue, eft 



lettnstirAiiSttihitS ftmuft have lia|»pencd bdoR tbe 2aft qontdof tiietif« 
unwrin* Accovding to Bcotl^ whofr opiilim yon adopt, Horace wroie 
the tbitd book of hit odei in the ftcty-feeond and ftttj-thiid yean of hit 
Hge \ that it in the ienn hvndivd and twenty^ighdi and iSeven hnndrcd and 
twentynindi yean of Rome. An apology foe Angoftut* . dcbiocheriei 
%iiiicii feven yeait afitr they happened, coold have only ftrved to revive thn 
memory of enormities, vUch die policy of that jprince and the gradtade of 
the Itomana had loof confign^d to ob1iiioa» a. AnguJlnt fnpped «itik 
eleven men and women, wlio, at well at Idndelf, vrere adomed vridi dm 
cmUemt of divimtiet. The poet featcd Angnftnt at the table of the godt* 
furftam iSik tn aaA!er $ hot can ne xealbnablf fuppole that he meant tn 
place theze the companiont.of hit ftaft ? Thit iMoId have been to fender 
the honour too commons an^ hit paw^yik voold lute degenetaied intoaft^ 
tire. Ii^raevrich you, tfaatickiatedefinblethaDOBcel&ry todifcoverths 

• Suet. X» ii. c. 70. i* Bcotlqr in Fraefat ad Herat. 

pita 
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g^^^hafi jklus defuable que 2>ecd£iUc« jL^s Lyriquoi 
pof, majpaiB eu le, plivilege pxttodfe un vol qu« Viim^ 
gina^ion admire et' que la timide laiiba n*o& crltiqttcr* 

paas I'ode dont nous paiions, que cc dcfaut, 11 d'cn eft 
un^ eft rachct^ par de grandes beautcs 1 Les deux pi:cnu« 
|i;:es ^pl||»fo9tieotMr;qu«l tSt^, Vtmon de la phiI^Q<* 
phieayec la poSfie, peut prodi^ire: Ic juftum Hienaem 
propojiii \jirum ef^ le fagc des ftoYciens, \tm fcul hciireux* 
La juAice fo^moit toutes fcs refoludons ; une conftance 
^ ki^braMiabJie ,ie rendojit ardeot i le» fuivref* Ua teH 
faomme deff^s des paiHona et det pr^jug^sj y 
jettoit quclquefois les yeu^ que pour s'^crier, 

'**0! curat hominamf O I quantum eft in rebus inane 1" 

S'll eft honteux pour I'efp^ce humatne de n'avoic jamaU 
^ipduit cet homme; il lui eft bien honorable d'ayoir 
fa cn former un tableau. Quelle gradation dans Ics ima- 
ges 1 ion ia^e xeAftcroit aux clameurs d'uae multitude 

foiceo6e» 



p1<n of in od^ ; the writers of Lyric poetry having always enjoyed the pri- 
irtlege v$ (baring to heights, vrhich» if admired by ^ncy, mud not be 
crttkiftd by feafon. This fault, if it be one, is compenfated by grett 
beauties. The two firft ftanzas prove the vranderful efficacy of Poetry 
when combined with philofophy. The jujlum £f tenacem propojiti v'lrtm is t!ie 
fi^c of Stoics, their kln^*, anu only happy man j ill whofe defigns are 
juft, and inflexibly purfued-j-. Such a bcin^, exempt from paflions anl 
prejudices, never cafts his eyes on tiic lumulu o^ human liie, without ez-> 
•laimlng, 

** O ! cum hominttio I O I ^oantum eft !d lebus Inane ! 
To the difgrtce of uianklndt (Uch a chara£ler never cxiAed; but it it not 
a fmall howmr Ibr the fpecies, diatfoch perfcA virtue has been defcribed and 
fdiibed. The climax is beaudfvl. . The fige would refift the clao&rotta 
^ Herat Serm* L. t. Serm iiS.irer. 

"f CtccropM Murenaf c. Dela Mothe le Vayeri torn. |. p. 6o$f dke« 
^ la Vert* det Payeiu. 

% 
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loceiile* Mtb 'lft cokkt du people 8*apptife «vec Is 
n^me iGiclltt^ quVlle s'cft allam^. II B^prifiairit ks 

Bicnnccs d'un tyian iuricux ; mals les coeurs des tyrtfisfe 
font quelquc£i»U laiile iiecliir. il entendroit ians frteii 

bruit <ie» tenptet iiMudes aux cm des malhenitttx* 
Mais la fortune a iboireiiC fiiuT^ les vidimes i la fiiTeur 
des Hots; £gal a Jupiter, il n*en craindroit pas lafoudre* 
Ici i'iaiaginatioa 8*arrete en tremblant* £lle craim poor 
1^ poete line chdte foible on oatr^ ; elle ne fent point 
d'imagc fup^ricurc au courroux du maitre dcs Drcux ct 
dea bommes* Avcc quel ^tonncmcnt admire-t-ellc ie genie 
da poSte^ qoand cUe lit> II recevra iana ibuTciBcr le 
choc de runiveia teoul^y oil une mtee deftiuAion de^ 
«* voit cnv^loppcr, les hommesy les elemcns, ct les 

£)icux eux-mcmes*." Jc m'arrcte. Pcut-etre ces i6flcx- 
jont voua ennaycnt : en ce cas, c'efi ma faute. J*aurat 
€f pendan trempli monbat, qui ^toit de laiie iroir Ie point de 
"tdc luus Icquel jc conftderc I'eruditioa ia plus gnindc. 

Comme 



Af7 cf a iii>4 flittliitiide | iot dui popular rap u often ^pealed ai cifilj at 
It It kindled, fU wobU dcfpife the thmts of -a fiiiio«M tjnmt: but the . 
kants of t^fvanti. femcdnm nlent of cowpflioo. Ho ymM hear without 
tenor the regiiv tnipcfty which oterpo w ew the criee of the wictehed | bat 
Ibctone hn oAeo tefeocd ynOsaoM &am the boiaeioui wmi. He would not 
dread the diunder of Joplter i hete the ticnhUm faMgioelioa p«u6s» lear- 
ing left the poet flwuM dthcr fink imo flN»oel«» or fwetl bto bomheft $ be* 
caufe it feeme impefible Co conceive a bolder imige than the encaged maftcr 
of godt and aoea. But oor fear ia coovtrted iato adnuatkity when we 
lead ** he would foftaia uatcrrified die crainiqg Aock of the univcrie^ 
«< by which the etcmcBtiy teeot and Coda are involved ia one cowmon 
-<« nikiV* I ftop here» left my feflcAiona Aould tiie you $ which* if they 
do^ it nuft be my fault. I ihall have actainedf however* my purport 
which wtt to diow the point of view under which I coofider, the noft pro- 
Ivuad eruditioo. Regarded aa a aean or inftrunent* it SMiits our Ugbell 

f Flio. L, vl. £pi(t ao« 

adxalrationt 
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^. Votfs ONMioiEez, Monficur> ce famcux pafTagede 
VeUeius t»iao»km^9 qui a donn^ tant de peine aux 

fMm pikkfm^ mukmi h t Mika k mWlM/ «faMNif 

^ffttJ fraty prifca antiquaque feveritate ufuSy Mcipitia/ibi tarn 
rm ^Mm emmfla pirtiid^, $t his if/is mktu/n fi$d$ii$ 

^ttV>ii en pu»ib llMI' ^iK^<}tttt AMU fMMNMM. II ^ 
«biQi|«!iilntle fuppofciv, ou inutile^ ou corrompcr. i^ufll 
tous 4e8 «riMi}H«ai qui ont travaiUI fcnr oet auteor, oAt 
ils tfi^A -it le iteliiii. #iifftiri4if, iliiirtni_ Omit. 
aoecllrMy IfatataM SMMiii <oa\ mtftMiito ixte- 

jeitiires plus ou moHls mideinrtiilables, roais que jc neme 
^cDpofe pa» 4e diftuter. H vaudra mieux, je crois^ voas 
M^MrvMdAn «t woliiffibr jii^^ foiililas 
•OT Mint 4e jMflMiMtiliA <Aa Hm di IftlefiOB «efM, $e 

liroU^ PrifcA antiquSqut feverimte, V USDS Mticipitia Jibi 
tarn n quam extmplo pemkiofa, Ii laute au^ yeux com- 
biea ce 16ger changement pr^fente ua ieos net* II eft 



timlfftion } but coofidertd at tn uUimstc co4> is entiticd to nothing but 
conteotpt* 

3. Vou remembQr, Sir> thtt famous paflafe of Vdleius Patercului ^ which 
Jiat given fo much trouble to the learned. It ia as follows : • # • • 
It ieeas uitfu(ceptible of any ineanlng» and muft be fuppofcd either defec- 
tive or corrupt. All the critics^ therefore, who have exanuocd itt endearaur 
10 reftore the text Burerius, Acidaltutf Gruter, Boederut, Heiniuiii Bur« 
man» have, all of them, given cof\|eftiiiei JMit «r left ;|robaUe» which 
1 ihall not here difcu(«. I diall ratinr fubakk an emendatten of my own to 
^four judgHMOt. Inftead of the comnMm feidlng, I would fabftitnte Prjf^i 
snt'tquiqu* ftveritatct tv%v% aneipit'm JSUtm n fmm ixtmph furnidofa. W« 
I«< It diillse tihit ihis UtuXi dterition products a'dMf ifeil ditanft fciiftf i and 

• VilL Patttrc I.. U. c. jsjw 
Mh 'i; a C 
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^ XBXXIiiS TO AN2>.HU>aC ^ 

ftiiift de faifle vinrqa'^lk eit des plus coniooaes a 1 aAaIog,ir 
de la langue, et a la v^i6 de rbiftoite^ Lea nciUaAM 
gram III uiiiens Tcconnoiffenl aujourdhtol, que laa Latifi8» 
fautc d'unc forme uioycnnc a Icui s vcibe^, fc font fouveUt 
lervt des partidpca d ime terminaiiba pailive dana on fens 
aftif Qtt^aiufi iU out dUyuralw, fmiku^ ponr dbe 
^wi i^;/, pumwt. On tiouvc ttlase/irifrarM dana 
ce fcnsi dans Vclicius lui mcmc f. Ainli /w/W, pour 
expiimer I'a^n de Druius^ ne doit pas ^tonner. L'hif* 
wn eft ^alemeot faYorable i notie c«n«dk». Draiua 
( 1 Li 1 vaiu T acitc) awite an camp dea fcbalka f. Scaoidwa 
font m^prii^Sj ics otTics de?iennent fufpe&cs. Lcs foldats 
k ttciment pnfoaiuer dans le camp* Us ounagenl ies amis* 
ik ne dierchctit qm'ao pritexte pour ^meacar k car- 
nage; qucldangci pour fapttffowiel l^mnifiHrntmnn^ 
On connott la ffcv^rite dc la difciplinc Romaine. Lcs 
clie& 4koknt pour leafoldats» dcs dieuxi leuxa ordxea^ 
^ cncUa. icmf eifemeni de touiet aea maxin- 

<al 



the coneAiofi may be proved to equally conformnhlc to fhc antlogr of 
the Lttin tongue, an^i n«rcc.iblc to the truth oJ hiikvry. The beft ffam- 
tckopwiff^C^ t^^^f 'li'^^ Latin, not having a middle voice, a^imtts of « 
paffive participle in an adivc figmucation*. Thus, jurat u,, funhu!,^ fome- 
ftma denote qui jufa-vif, qui futmt. We find foaf-aiui ufcd in tWt 
meaning by Velleiua himfclf f. ?u\ui may thcrcfuie, without improprlctt, 
denote the eftion of Dnifus. Hiftory jifo favoura this corrcOion. Ac- 
COVdbl to Tacitus, when l>rufus arrived in the camp of the rebels, his or- 
ders were difobeyed, his offers fufpcftcd, the folJicrs fnade him prifoner, 
they infulted hit friends, and wiitcd only for .i pretence to begin the (laughfef. 
Such were the dangers that ilin- .rcru-.l In , vrriott! Sihi am rf>fui turn re. Thte 
feverity of the Romnn f'.ifcii liiu- is well known. The generals were the gode 
of the foldien, and tluir orders received as oracles. But ancient maxim* 
«m jww o»«rt«wed i and the fcdition of the Pannonian icgionk created m. 

•t Bumin ad Veil. Pnoc. c.97. Periioiw at SaoO. Mioeffv. I.* 
|« c. 15. n. " • 
ty^.?mn.L.1lt.n ' J tttlt AMliLd*Mfiie- 
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£DWA&I> GIBBON 'S&f^ gf^ 

ml <^el fiiaefte exempt pour TtTenir^ queltfl&Udw 

des legions Pannonienncs ! Le fanatifme, qui a fait ti^ 
de maux, fit cette foi$ da biea ; uoe iciipie de luue 
tenna ka fbldats, et fimva le prince* 

J'ailii avec plaifir, Mbnfienr, rotre explication de 1% 
difficult^ de Juftin. J'admire avec combien d'art vous 
ibcmez on tiii'u de la narration des auteura ditii^rena^ pour 
Itaffembkr des rayons 4paia de lumi^ dans iin mtee 
feyer. Si Yoas n*y zrez pas pu porter toute la necteti 
drlirable, jecrois qu'ondoit s en prendre uniqucment aiu5 
t^nebi-es de i'antiquit^ etla bridvet^ de JuiUn lui mSnie* 

RaCor^ par rocie fuffira^t je n'ai plus de craime lut 
man id^ touchant la n^rt de Catatle* Aapaiavant je la 
uouvois vraifemblable ; a pr^ient je commence a U re- 
order comme ccrtaine. ' - 

J'ai rbonnettr d etre^ avec la jf^ns haute confid4fation et 
k pIttS paifinceciiM^ Monfieur* 4cc* 



tKaraple moft pMflioM lo poMqr. SK^mMAom$ MA tet lb bmIi mII^ 
tevdidgoodt m ccttfliiof llMinm S^^HmtA Ibldien, aad 
Itfb of tht gcMnL 

I ffM4 -with oMicli pleaiafe ymu ftlodoii the diakvltf is Jaftin ; aii4 ' 
admire yoor ikiU In •ftnftwg a re^ulsr aamcivey by bria^m^ th« iUt t m4 
lights in aatfaoft t» tM ibfw. If any unfiutmttf 431. i«auini» k aMift to 
affriln< to clia darftotft af andf nitjr and Jallin*i biavicy* 

Yaor fafi^ itmsvit lU far about tb« dMtf at my coajedmt C0Be tni n | 
tfMdcich af CataUat. I itmtAf thoaghc icpiobabla^ batbtfuiaMr to ttfui 
itMCCftaiB* 

I have dto'bonanr to — aridi tha coBfidcfidoB a^ norftft 

efteast 79ttf*% 4bc 

£pvAft» Qia»oM« 
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IMP* X^C*> 

This L^ttCTj in the early hand-writing of Mr. Gra* 
90Xf»(piobabry about the thne o£ ha Bih leaving 
Laufamief ) feems to be aoder tfie aflumed chan&er 

of a Sired ifh traveller, writing to a SwiTs friend, 
delineating the deiedls he diicovered in the govern- 
ment of Berne. In poimui|^otit thofedefeds he 
ieems to have had the mtemion of fuggefting reme* 
dies ; but, as he is entering on. this topic, the ma- 
nuicrii^t ends abruptly. The excellence of thi» 
curioas paper will apologize fi» ita gipeat length. 

'jM'ON, men cher ami, je nrt€U»fokit etaecoliMljf^ 
Ute* Loin de moi ce titie faftneuxs foua leqnel nos 
philofophes eaebent une ^gale indifftonce poar tout le 

genre humain. Je "veux aimer ma patric, et pour aimcr» 
il me faut des p f4i < tran c c s ^ mal a o u je me trompe, ou moa 
f fitur th fnftopttble da phia d^wnt> ^[^^H^ jlaurrrit loua^ 
faerUii'pa«r In fMi^y M»p3y»^ natal,^ je:^ nv fli» §KKmm 
point enc«re acqaitt6 envers elle ; je lui dois la vie et Is 
fortune : mais que cette vie fcroit trifle^ que cette fortune 
nt fooit ichaife^ fi^ aacpatxti d^a aaa .tendsa. ^uneffe» 




No ; my (Jesr friend, I will not be a cicitcn of the world } I rtjetft wirti 
fcorn that proud tiUe, under which our ph:!ofoplieTS conceal c^u^\ indif- 
ference for the whole hunian race. 1 will love my country j andtoiovcit, 
above all ochers^ there muft be reafons for my preference : but, if I am rot 
roiftaken, my heart is fufceptible of affc^lion for more countries thjn one. 
Did I facrific€ all t* Sweden, I (bould only pay my debt of gratitude tj the 
lan^'i in which I was borr^, and to whi^h I owe my lit'e and fortune. Vet 
life and f-rtune would h-ivc been but melancholy burthen?, if, after mv bt- 
juihmeai from heme ia tvtly youihf your couatrj had agi tormc4 my 
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EDWARD aiB^ON £(^uire., ^ 

Aiapucs moifit gEoilier^s que ies notice ! Je me montrcroU 
indigoede ces bienfatt^ s'iis at JBi'ayoiem^ io^iri 1^ 
1^ yive «ecoi|noiiai|ce. ^ujoiud^hui qae 1# 
l«ni§iiUle4 rafaii4iet Joiz, A^exige ^ let ciifaii£4}ae4e 
iaidr leor bonheur, jc puis, fans Toflirnfer, Jettcr ua w- 
gard fur le fzy%de Vaiu^ JQoa autre patrie, re}gyi|r 
^fo^ 4t ies amtages, concur 4 ib 
V^cexOmfc «ftlMtii» ieow lemir fertile; voiu avee: 
fi^urle commerce iatericui des facilitcs, dont ii ac tiea^ 
vcMts de frofiter. MaU je oooMe^e plutdt It^ baibi- 
taos, file l^iMiqa.* «ft dieiciier let ipiiibiqpbfls i 
j^Mdm. Fails attira d^ns fini i#ui tou* ceax qui 
aent que la douceur de la focij^te. Votrc pays le cede a 
^sdeiix capiukH 14 dies bnllejit; mais cepeadsot 
Ur^wik t^kw avsatagos Ki^ifks ii«ft4e ieul o4 
|o«tilate<»iiiepflaiery et on fiiche vlvTc, -QfieTous 
ipaaqac-vii^ 4a liberi^ ; ct pdv45 d' cile, VMn Y^w* n^uque. 

Cetie 



sad reafon, and taught mc more refined morals than oor m-tm. I fhould 
prove myfelf unworthy of thi« gaodncfs, did it not infpirc me with the livr, 
licft gratitude : and nuw that Sweden, enjoying tranquillity under the pm- 
teiflion of laws, rcqbirea nothing fiorn its fubjefls but a juft fenfe of their 
}i.ippijicfi, I miy direC'^ my attention, without oftcncC| to the Ws »3e V>ud, 
xny fecond couatry : rejoicing with you if) it^ advaoUgeS| ommiktJiling iu 
nusfor tunes. 

You enjoy a fine ctimatc, a fertile foil, and have coBtenfendeslior i»ter«al 
commerce, frum which great benefit might be deriv rd. But I tonfider the 
people rather dim their territory. Philofophy flonrifhcs in London; P»ri« 
is the centre of ihofc attra<f\cd by the allurements of p«ihlh-jd focicty. VtMr 
oountry, though inferior to thofe capitals, yet unite* in ftnr.e meaflite their 
refpe^lrvc advantages: ^ncc it it the only cwmtry whofe inhabitants, vAult 
they think freely and boldly, live poHtefy and etegam^. Whtt ito il «raat^ 
^ f liberty i aad ^efrived of it^ yoxt have ioik your aU. 
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dire qac nous ne iommes pas libresi me r^pondcz tous, 
' ffoavc que noat le Ibmniet. H le prouTcroit peot^tee^ 

rou lien. Vos maitres connoilTcDt ia maxime du Cardinal 
Mazarin> de vout lailTer parlcr, pounrO que vous lesliiffiev 
•|^« Atoii k precis n'eft point eacore jogi. 

Si f fohfoU pour le peuple je a'addreflTmis i ies ptf> 
Hons; je le ferois fouvenir dc cette maxime dc tous ics 
terns, que dans le& r^publiques^ ceux qui Umt iibres^ ibot 
plot libtcit et ceux qui ibnt ticlmn, plus efeUTCS qne 
partont ailleuit* Mais avee mi ami tel que tous^ je ne 
dois chercherque !a veritt, ct nVtnployer que la raifoii. 
Quand je canip&re votre iut avec celui de vos voiiijiSf 
e'en avec plaifir que je le pronooce heureax. Trmtktf 
votre lac et vos tDontagnes, vous trouverear partoot Oft 
people digne dun meilleur fort ; fa raifon ahrutie par la 
^per^tioii| k patrimoinc $ie lea pares, ct k fruit de ion 

ifsdafine, 

•HfupTf tluC ^ we HOC ^«e» it a fnoi of ^ libcity; If 1 wnce at Lm- 
fanne^ d)c lifM B UK woi^d luve wdflit $ yet even diere» it wouU Mt^ b« 
fWfiiidQg s your jiuftert are not ignatmit of CwCmI MaKirinc't ^^'^n^ 
fai atff «|^lliai|^ to allow jo^ to talic, provided yoa allovr tfacm to aft j ib tliat 
fbe ffoccftii not jret det^nn|Md. 

If I wfnie ^ the peoplo I would, Ipeak to tlidr ptlBoMy tnd hold • Ian* 
fO^nptHid 'm ali a|(^<y libit vodtr iyipifUicit fbok witfm are noio 
^et» ••dthdfewho wecailayod, are nwce eoflavodf thao under any otbcrlbna 
^ (overi^nent ^ut vfixh a f|iead like ypu J would icelKool|r the {saxiao 
of lialb» iiod employ ooly the Mq^um^iM of nafbo. WImm I c eoi pe m 
year coadfcion tk^ of fiinooa<|!ng iuiioBi» I fan fincercly con^ratuUt* 
fOtt oa ywr tiaippinfft. Wlmef or ]ire ^uit the neiflibouliood of year lak« 
fm| mwii|taiiH» ivo find aeo who, thoogb worthy of a better £nb^ era 
l^iur.^ed in aMft atycft iuoeiaiikD i whole crof crty aod faidttfti;y aif (Jm 
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oAtrendawiodMM IbiMWiii d^ilti^ lli^MltiMM^ 

cer a cctte indlpendance fi chore, et fi ptFtiicieufe* H a 
fiiUiat|iie toutes ks voloni4s partkukditt ioAdtfieat datm 
vnt ¥o1oiil6 gftn^rales i Uqudfo^ei fMiivis rfglin 
oWgcsi*ei»dn(f!ie€iloy«d«ociiilb^ <3tQ'il 

eft dclicat, ce pouvoir de fixer la volontc genei ale ! En 
f|ttfHfff mains doit-on ic rcmettre h Sera-cc a no moaar- 

du prince m It povt sipam d*am) ctltu d» fta pieople, 

et qii>n travail lam poai lat, il travaille pour ibi m€mc. 
T«l eft k langage de la pbik>Cl^pbie. Mais ce laiigag^ 
n*el^ pas nn d< eenai qqe Ub pi l t ef i i— fa ai l n rtM ti' iy 
mis ; ctfi un hcureiMf MefH learct 4BtM quelqoftlMrt 
Icurs pafl'ion?, ou cell(?s d un fvrrniAre, d%inconfisflreur, cfane^ 
nattrelle, retlaceot bieatot. JLe people gimit, mah 
fimt quil Mt gM loag teM| aMM- qiidiMi Buftve s'l 
perqoiire qall eft de 1*intMt d'un berg er de corfl^apvvp 
UOQppau. n faut done que le pouvoir UgiOatif ibit par* 



when the juftice of fomr, and the virakncfs of others, fhrwrd thr ne- 
ceAlty tar civil fovictyi individuals \- cie obliged to rcncunce their btflo\ed, 
l>tit pernicious, indfrenikrvcc. All {>irtjcular wills, tuerc melted down into 
the general will of the public j by\'''hi:h, ur.dr: thf: fjjjftion o/ definite pu- 
m(hment«, became bourid to Tcgiihtc tliLir condudL But it is a matttr- 
of the utmoft di-licacv to determine v.ith tlur j;;?: crul v^.ll ought to 

b{: dcpofited. Shall it refidc in. the brcakl of a pr'mot.', ha thereby bc- 
coiTics abfulute ? I know th u the true interrfts of a prince, can never b» 
fcparatcd from thufr of hii ptopie, and th.it in cxe/iing himlelffor their be« 
nefit, hr labour^ for his own. This is the Imguage of philofophy, but It f» 
leldom fpf^ken by the preceptors of yninces ; snJ if tlie httrr fometimeai 
rc^id It iu thf^ir ov,n ht^iti, the la-.pi'cllum is Ipccdily cfiaccd by caatraiy 
paiTions, in thLmfcIves, their confcflltrj, their minifters, or miftrefles, Tho 
gr«jano of the pcopU: are not foon heard j and their nuftcr Iv^m^ only bv a 
faril experience, that it is the kitercft of a fhephctd to prefcrvc hij fiock. 
-7^ icguiauvc powcT) tiicrcfore^ camot ioiciy be entzuitcd to a imglc pcr- 
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bien choifi. Mais }alib<?rt6 attache a cc confcil une con^ 
foUilapitiiak* Bile vent qup chaqut ocdie 4es 

iMiiwtyi 1 8*oppoftr i touls fei^l ipiit «uWfal« 

di€dts> ou comraire a fbn boaheury puifqu eux mBmcs 

^uclciueiriK )BtsilMtiriwMBM» cUe pent tooprde lb 

©rrcufs, ks r^paicr auili tot. Ce portrait' eft- i I le votiej? 
J'flR^^da^a leoiie ps^a* yob deu^ ii«uoa» d^ftiiiguaey 

€1' i I'autrc, dc ceat miilc, n'eft formee que pour obeii, 
ToMfctt ka f r^caiioiia humiliamea dca laoaai^ues ik^ssc* 

de doux ^tats^ vuua di tsof facile* ^ea xie vous aide 



wlMift' mcttibflR mitoiily liiltnA> tttd mtdkll^ 

^_^^'^L ^^^^^B SIm miM^^^^A iAa^hmJhI^Abk ^BbA ma ^^^u^^^^f ^^^^ 

OTn vnHVf mf^nm w pc us prapsr wnwnt wy* n hbs wbbbii otb 
tUBBiiiMi w ciWHiiiiiy w yii i ii R ic uniu cuuiui or oq i uu w noni ovofy o^ 
Itt dte ItiBo ilitoMflod by liidir own fiiftl^ in oppofiofp cveiy nypiJiAM 
l ae milifttia irith the toppfaofi of that oito to wMch dicr belBiif . Sueli« 
coondl oitt mclf be culltjrof gnlt amt i oM AooM dUi fimdteeo lii^ 
yoiit ft wffl Iboa bidb for, an4 npik dicai, It Ala tht fiMhire «f fam 
i^lUbtoie f inken I fumy yoor cmntryi J boMi mo nodoni^ MmBI^ 
dloiiftttUM b]f Anr f%lits> cm^oyaMBii^ ond w iO BO o i t t liio 4ne> <on* 
ttHai^of tboo iMittkod Amihoiy botn to cowiumdi tho odwti conttt^ 
OB liQBdnd AooAndf doonod to fabiiilffiun* Tlio ftmor oio biiOAtdf ^ w a 
body^i wMi ill the pren^^dkoii of boMtifluy moUHchSf tvUdk oio dio moife 
iMmiHttikia to yoa tlidr MjeAij booiiio Acy belong to «iea oppm e i l^ 
yoor <quati^ The conpnUbn bctweoi yoaHelTot ond 4faem it aMie eocif 
J aodmnimftaaceMidi to concMkitftomywif fiuify. 
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$9^ UXTUft TO AXDIKQIK 

MfeiMift fli ilmitf Mflbity d His isliAi^to 6i Its vteM^ id 

Ibnt pas d'accord, qui doit remporter ? Non feulemcntCB 
lenat ell l^iilateur> mais U execute it& propres ioix« 
CcKi» wtim 4t ikttx fwAnm q«'oii ae dtvoii jaonii 
vtaur, li»iHid dmcvue plus Ibmiidtbks* Quaad dki 
l(>nt ikpiiccs, h pnilSafice legiflatiire redoute Ics rcfolu* 
tioos vioientes; ^le& kroient inutikSy li I'on n'armoit pas 
1m npiMde ki paiflance qw kt <loit cx4ciitcr» ct ctM 
911 Aw tft toiilioait imk, Mab 
ce n*eft psts afTez que cette union aiguile le glaive do 
Tauiohie pubiique, elle le renet encore dans un plus 
pttiiaomfafe <k»iiiii: d«n» k dmim iiMe k gnuiA 
MdUldklcraeftienoavdloklai rn/bnti c'ctoUd^jl w 

pas vers Toligarchie : pourqaot exclure des ^letSlions k 
corps ck U iiourgeoifie ? Alois meine ie gouvenieineiit 
t'l y p nyrii ftr im fawkaKii aifes ittoku Bkud tdctlacoiK 
vinkM fe iUwit ftntir ; k brigne, k «<MH|l»k d4btiidi^ 

fignalolem rentx^c des cuoyens dans ic cooleil ibuyerain^ 

ft 



A ctMcil of three bitndnd ptrfont U the iovenig* ttflipat of your dufttk 
I fiU mti i g mhkk mil a>way» he teifictd «hlB they diih with thoir ovm. 
Thi» coujKil it iavcM the iMCii<>f.| as will u the Icgidative power i 
tm h iM ch ei tf McMty which mmvev he wilted, wlihool rendering ce^ of 
then too fornauUUe to the fttli^« Wbea they helwf to diflmt perftM* 
iv affemblieit lb* l^g^Uauo ¥nO aoi wmwn to hm violo|ir tdUmkiv 
hoBwrfi thcfo meld be of no avail* inilctt tfaay wcit canM totoeaecuUctt 
|jraiitdMr|o«w> dways its rival, awl ofbalta paCi|oiiU|. Th« IMI 
wiiiwhj aoe ctlf ftj i fi jii J bf this uddn» hafc it chenhf cooftnd ton 
tedlar anmhav of knk. In tk M ocntniy cho gna( council af Bom bft» 
pn t»eM i» own membemi wUdv wae a gnai Aef Maidi oflig«cliy» 
AbcoIc iirtadadfainia lift ienetkcitinenaathige, ani lhanby aaftoireitliK 
lafli of the govenunmt But thU trraogiment wai Uahle lo odMri n cnn ao 
«iondai» Intrigue, venalkjr* and debauchery figoalUbd th« adnifliatt nf dtlr 
pni Iniff tha Ibwign ^MfneU^ and anbithNii man %andera4 ibdt mltH» 

ihoa 



♦ 
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«t hi nbbcai'tiiWritinr dommmt tmA, pour pouvoir tour 
imlMf. iDTae d^ptiMtm vlwodMo de «ing^ fix conttir 

lers, etablic dds rcnfaiic* dc ia lipubltque, po«r wflcr 
4 I'en^imoa dcs loix, dcvint chargee du foin de remplk 
te piioni dece giand. oottic«il4ooi •ik^mmd tiroit iba 
#t%iDe. On y ajoAioh ieise lisQaMn clw i S » de k 
mini^re la plus favorable aux fa^lMUX* , lis poSfidoMft 
d'abord icui pouvoircollc6livement, mais pea i peu Tin-. 
iMt ptrtknlm' Imr fit entendre qu'U xalait aieux per- 
Mitre ft dMcua ttommer isn filB, ion geach^ ct fim 
parent. Les families pqififMlet domtmHent akMS diott 
ic feoaty ydomment encore. Lcs de Wattevilles, ct Ics 
Bteifocr«» y impli^eat une tienuiue do places. X>e 
aommeiee iatteW de fakafaitn oil Ton pafie dans le 
petit confcil par Ics" ftiirages de ptrcns, ptofeife 
* entrer dc nouvcaux parens dans le grand confeil, a dcja 
eidttit ie noabce des fiuniiles qui li^gent dans celui-cij a 
«nni«A quMtat vlBft* Ces naiiona iaavtminm ont m 
' - ^al m^pris pear <e»9C que le dioi t naloid aurok dd 

die 



nigfafe puitliafe a ri^ht to indulge tlieir rapacity. A committee iC 
ewenty-fix counfellorsy eftabUOicd ia tht iafiwcy of thcfopublic, to w«tch the 
execution of the l«wt« and vrhofe offices were held at pleafure, becanae enuruftcd 
wkh the power of Bamiog die members of the gnuod council, by which tliit 
'coanniKtee itfdf was a^poinfied* Its number was augmented by fizteen le- 
iMCuity chofen in (be manner moil favourable to the defigns of faftion. Thef 
cxerclfcd their power at i|ift colle£tively, but by degrees they came to uu- 
detftand that their particular interefts would be better promntci hy cjtU 
atntng his Ton, fon-tn-law, or kinfman. The powerful families which tlvea 
commanded the fenate, ftill rule In it at prefcnt. rhltcy phccs are filled 
by the Watlevilles and Steigeurs. This felfifh trifTic, by which the oiembers of 
.'tbt lldlocDiMicil are deded by the great council, confi'ling of (heir own rela* 
$iaOtf tbit tiny n^y name other relations t i feats in the grear cuuncil, has re- 
duced the aumber of ftmU>es> which have a right to Ac in the latter, to n&nly 
•falffew^ Tbefe princely fimir><-] look down with equal contempt oa fknH 
'llfb/^tM thdr fcltiny rirlTfriT by tht law of iucore^ and Mc who were ren- 



Digiti^uG by Google 



tgt MiTTMnTOMUtmum 

iff knf caatiioirrMi ttfmvmuL^piimtmt pMt Mmm 

reflburce qua ksJMMffqoM Ici fhw aUblw tt^m 

oic dcci a Icurs iujets ; je veux pailer de ces tiibimaax 
lecowMft ^ kitt^wriia» et rerer^s da peupie^ pour tee 

le» volont^s du priACC. qui dftivtttt ltr« oMift, k fiNlt 

plui facilcment, f^uaiui Ics fttjcls voyent combien ellc» 

MMQiMili ^o'o>D ae pint m, tmm j ffu 9iUd!mc$ m 
imiimdeff^ Aiiffi nlpoadf it ito t Mie caafidifttsQit par 

iiBc r^fiftancc rcfpe6tucafc, mais d^ermin^, contre l^op- 
pfef^Qji^ 01^ lit iuknt tout cc que la Kaiioot ia Ubat^, et 

fnonclpalenait dmt ee« tnbwuuui piiiihfet que je fanwm 

CCS qualit^s. Piiv(^s d'armes, ils ne doiyeni Jcuf pouvoij.' 

^« etiix» ^ a*ani qut ect ittftraMiii» t^AppbqvttMt ftt 
fins d Ic cultiw i QueUts lemons pour kt rok, que kt 

fcmontrnnces du Parlement de Paris ? Q^cls mod^Ie^ 
> pour k peuple que ^ conduite des Mandarins de 1% 
Chii^ i Fnpp^ par uo liibcukal de cette efp^ji k mior 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ larque 

ttni (vch by the couiutut'ija ot thcir country. The former cl.ifs is deprived 
•f a refource which the moft abfolute prince* have fcldom ventu/cd to wrcft 
from their fubjt£ts; I mean thnie courts of j u^icc acknowledgtd by the 
prince» and reveied hy the people, as tlvc or^auj of public op;nio:i, and the 
de{K>fvtorles of the U\v». Thr commands of the fovfrcign arc obeyed witH 
chcerfiil rcfi only whca their proprijfty u contirnxd by the approbation of 
thole t.rbuaJl:,^ whofc membert it has found tlirticulc citncr to dtccl\c» 

to fcilucc. Of Co intimidate. The ryiftancc to oppreilion is rcfptdfuij i>uc 
firni 111 fycrting it, tley difpliy that ^armth of clo^ociicc with which 
lea^n and libcitj infpire good citizens. \n the members of thof* pcjtefui 
triHnnn!<;, fiich qiulitici appear in their greatert \uftre. Deftkutr of jrma 
their wUolf itrength lies in their talent* and their probity. What noble 
k fTonf to kings have been given by the parliament of Paris ? What excel- 
lent examples to fubjcds .i c- let Ir the Mandarines of Chi»a? ^foriArchi 
mull kcax the (roam of cixcir people, witcn fuch rcfpedtblis bodies of torn 
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4ies eiteyf ns y appr^iwent qu*ll» ont une patrie ; ik s'at* 
^Mcftem i rir»mei'> i todk«F les Icyix, a ie formes atoortes 
lii^ venm pttWqiMtf M€i ■ai<biibN Am liliSR^ 
MMllft» tcis 4lf«ldppe^ M Left 
AaPts du Pays de Vaud, rcfpefifcablcs food let* Rols dc 
j^fgogne* et fbus k» Dues Savoye, 6tdieat o« tribu* 
nal. Conpofib de UwMdk^ dtt ditgl, «l4t»d^piili» 
tiks |n4iietfHrle9| il» i^afl & M Mu fa i il «»«is Im* i 
Moadon. C'^toit Ic cottlefl j[>erp^oel da prHflCe. Sajw 
leur .coiiieitveiiient, tl pouv«it> ni fake de fiauvelies 
Mx, al Miliif «cNiireM« hiipto« Si yitwis fiMrlii 
fteiix j'i to ib l indiy cms dWoif», par wmoiiicm k» ftut 

aatlicntiqucf^ Tout ^loigne que j'cn ftlit, ne orains 
pas d'appeller a leur t^moignagc. II me refte tmijomfS 
mie precnw miAx» ftuMte pour k {leiiple^ Aiii iMifi 
dieMfe fomt !b genr de je«M»: e*dl ftti^liigift Im 

Barbares du cinquicmc fi^de jeit^rem par toutc TEurope, 
l«i racines de ce gouTemtfment que Cftaricmagne ^tabiit 
^ let Fays Bas, U France^ FlttUct la Salfie^ et l*Attc- 

magacw 

arc their organs. The people too learn thit they have a COUffOy Ifrhlch 
they begin to love, tn itady iti lawS| and to form ihemfelves to pwblic 
virtues. Thcfe virtues ripen filcntly j they are exerted when an opportunity 
O^Rsn j ani £(imctimes ihey wiil make an opportunity for their own cxhibiti- ■ 
on. In the Pais dc V«ud, which was ccjually refpeftable under the \eXm% 
of Burgundy and the dulce of Savoy, the ftarca furmed fach a tribunal. 
They were compofed of the nob llry, clergy, and deputies from the princlpj! 
ciiiesi which auiiually ulTcmblcd at Moudon, and formed the perpetual 
council of the prince, without whofc confent he could neither zmCt ne^ 
laws, rjor itnpofc new taxes. Were I on t!>c fpot I could prove the extff- 
<Jice of thofc rights by your rnoA. authentic records. At a dillarKC I can 
•nly appeal to their teftlmony, and employ an analogical proof, wWch will 
be fufficlcntly convincing to men of letters. "fhe Barbirians, who over- 
flowed Europe in the fifth century, cvrry where Iiid tht foundarion of that 
iorm of govemmcnt whicii Chirkmagne cftabliihcd in the Low Countries', 
F<anc«» iuiy» i)wiuerlaiid« aod German/. The ditfcrcnr laodei of tenure 

which 
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f|i UTTERS TO AND FJHOlf 

Biagne* Caciques ^venemeat^ les dcgr^, et Icstem* 
let aiTite*ficft & fon^iem dct fic£i, oft le dcr|i 
flcqint det ttfitt feigfietiridet* oil ks iriUet tchctAti* 

leurs a nchilkmcnsj y a pportci cnt dc Icgcrcs difl^rences* 
Mais Ic food ck ceite cunltitution eft deaeore dans toutes 
k» Mvola^omt ct rien de plot lifaie que ce fondt* Get 
4iMi, kuiB nonliKt* ct km droitt fe eoofervdkcnt tou* 

jours, ct parltuit ils ctoicru Ifi m£nirs. 

Jc vous entendsy moa ami* qui m'tntcxroi&pes* JSi 
Mtii ^ooBi6> me dites-fouiy avec pttknce: ntiiciite 
^ttles-vonft cooclnie de ee tableiti de none goaverne* 

ment ? Bien ou mal connrult, i^ous n'ca iclFcntons que 
dff eilcts iaiuuiresj et vos cooieiis^ vos 6uu» atiroient de 
b pciiie A ttoot dlgoi^ de ace ONigtflntt enetciiH pour 
mui fiuie ebycr dee noaveftotls. 

Arrctc;:, Monficur ; jc vous ai pai Ic rn i;omme Vtbre, 
€t VOUS me repondez diAS ie Uog^e de U iervitude* 
iUffltes.. EnconveMat poor nil nomeiitde votie boo- 
licttr* dequiktenei vooe l de U conftttaUoa? Voue 

whldi were at difTerenC timet introdticed, the vari«u degrees of dependanct 
wlucb one fief came to have oo aiiotber» the K^uifition of lordfliips b| tfac 
ckr|yi and the purchafe of franchjfct by citir ■ ) all thefc drcum(lanc«i occa<- 
tmtd but flight differencea in the ground -work of the conAitutiony whicJa 
nnuMd unalterably founded on a finn bafii of liberty. The ftatei, their 
inembcn> an their nghttf were invariably auMfltiilied| remiiiila| miibnnljr 
the fame at all timrsf and in all plarck. 

I think that I hear you, my friend, mtermpting me. Hitherto, you fay^ 
I have liftened to you with r firrjcc ; but whit is your conclufion from thi$ 
|i£Kire of our g'jvcmmcnt ' Wjj.utvcr ticfc^>. there may be in hi principle!^ 
IK have expertcncd its fjlutary coalequenccs ( and the ftatet and aflembliei 
which you (b mud) c jmmrnJ, will not ffafiljf make lu abolUb our aocieot nmif. 
traciei, In order to try innuv^tiuriS. 

It ii time, Sir, to pi'.ff i 1 fpokc t j you at became a frecmani and ywi 
mfwr TT-r in the l.T^ 'iii^r i-f P.jvcry. Let ut admit fur a moment youf 
|ffff*fl"TfJ ID whom do you owe itf You wiil Mt aoCwv^ to dM vitAitu- 
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W^vki pit ie dine* Cci^ done du prince ? Lcs RomaU» 
dcvokai tta plot gmd i Titua* Hi tokm cepcndanfc 
4ie yUs eiclms* ' Brotiis 'voos auioit apprit que» daas na. 

ctat deipotlque, Ic prince pcut quclquefois vouloir. La 
ieUcii6 adueiie du citoyen ct de i'elclave^ eft ibuveot 
^le» maUceUe dadaauer.cft pitatt<e» puiiqu'cUe eft 
londfe fiar les paflkms des hoamcs* peadant que ccUtdli 
picmicr eft afTurec. Elle eft liee aveclcs loix qui contiett- 
neDt ^galemcAt ces aa^mes paffioM dm le loaveiaia ct 
danskpa^r&a. 
Mais iiialhaiieaiamit on mt MoYeqae tropdacholfli 

i reprendre dans votre adminiftratlon politique. Je vai^ 
detaiiier .des fautea^ des BegUgences> des oppreiiiQas. 
Vona Tooa t^aamz fwt ma aMdigmt^» aaaia cb fcaet vaM 
cfprit grofium k catalogue de oest artkks que j'aiuai oo. 

ignores ou oubli6s, II eft du devoir du fouverain dc 
faij3e jottir fon peupie de tous les avantages de la fociete 
cinie* Pes gucnca ctttscpnka poor ii^d^eo£i^ Ten d6- 

SOQQiesOQt 



£on. Ic It dae then to your rulers. The Romans owed a profperity yet 
greater to Titu ; but ftill teibained tlie bafeft of flaves. Bnttut would have 
taught you that a defpot may fometlmes choofe to promote the public hap- 
f'mtk i but the magiftrates of a free people can have no otker wMu The 
^Aranfc^es adually eojoyed by a dtncn and a Aave may be <he fame : but 
thofe of the latter are precarious^ harlng no other foundation than the 
tbangeaUe paflions of men ; whereas tbofe of the former are iecure, being 
IbKdIy fupported m thofe laws which curb guilty paffions in die prince aa well 
aa the peafant. 

Btt^ tuil(»t«nately too numy faults may be found in your public admini* 
Ifandon. I Ihall give you the black lift of omiffions and oppreiltons, which* ' 
a otw ltfaftan dltqf that you will exdaun againft my malignity, your own am- 
CDory wiH augment by an hundred articles, which I may be either ignoradt 
of» or forget to mention. It is the duty of a fiwerdgn feo procuiv for 
Ills people an the happtwA tt wMi tlidr Cttdite It Ihfoefible. ifit 
foUk fpirieed cxeitiaiii may H IbfpcaM \j Ite iK||iHiriei «f Miilii . 

mi 
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41* UlTkKB TO AMD MiOai 

i» 4UNiw dtt MklifitiMll* Mill»4 4lC iiM lliiJi« li* - 

nnfac^ares, ragricttltuTc, et la police, m^itent toute • • 
ion ftttenlton, ct I'cn reteinpettfenHil avec afarc. Sor cc« 
frhidpca jagconf 16 fttal <ii Imtet II ftMin^&e^Aii 
Pays dor iriiatf4e^l*»#l$S6. QHfM j^taf/Mmo^ 
^M*6tcntnt alors k IfrM^t, i'Ai9glMrrey Ift lidQaadc, on 
rAliemsgae^ j'al de la pe^ne i M pcffooder ou'eUes 
4ltoicBl ks mcmes pays que ccux qui portent t«joiikl*k«ii 
#M MMt* 1^ tiiflMMif ili iidl itwdur cailiiMa » d*Sg*k 
oomns, ; et«k yi mi ii > ridMi* rmt dcs Til* 

ou ii J avok de« d^ferts^ et ks foite d^fricb^es iie hnt 
toimt(it$ ^ tiuubpt tetite. Lear» panea^ eft kois 

BHzabeA, «mdbWilf,«ii Prdfe^it^GiiiiiaQiDe^ Gntap6r6 
«es mcrvcille*. La perfpe^tt du Pap de Vaod n^cft 
pmnt aufll fMHite. hti tot tog»ifiiafii» feime4e c€i 
. ^MipaAiqiiele prince &ttlpeotdoiiiier I nol cemmerce^ 

nuUes 



Mc%, igricuiMi Ut w ttj tli» Mte «£ Ibt ioHte of Baa I9- 
fkft aedHk Mte «f thit teit lim Wn iMtet ofthe Kt 

«eMtr tf» d^pMte Bwi Wwi tbife ditjrf of Awg^ AgM» * 

tuBi didio fclpcftiwl]r luowii flC yitfait by die ftnt jmbmi* Thrir 
ftiilelfla: Im Um tiMirltaDiMMe «U|^hfeaM4« didv fm«y ca« 

dcbfe^l diil^ 4iAiti kftw Imcosm? ciiitiy md tlidf fewBi aMf wmo friili 
ftUMT ]Mrftfti» TiNle fMwiitii lim Wn bf tlidr yiiacet aaA 

ifti * Fiifaick WiHbK. Tfce covpiMhc caBdkte of tht Pait^ VwA 

AQl Imtidi* for onnt of tboft OMooiaMMnto ■fciih nteBoi 
.ooiir ^ boAowt the coontty b iaU 4cilit««i of caaamc aai fliaBBfrc- ' 
mfoi s lie ticar oot of any fnjcfti Ibr fnoMdiv tfai faUk fii^cilqr* «« 
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nuiks manuia^arab n\kh pcojcts allies pourle pay»; tu» 
cficoiudiillisiDeiifc Ai^craL oui reone **««»^«»- p^t^>*w^«>» 

les.]»ria6Ci(lMt je vim <te paurler n^mtent <pie dct at* 

meos pour ces objets, oii les Bernois ont eu dc^ ildcles* 
n auioient^ils pas Uit, ces grands homiaef» rajpcoieiit 
traiiqiuUes iur k trdne, ii pendam dttox cent doiise aa^ 
lis p Vttftm eu que 4ts foifias pacifi^iMt, et<les peuples 
foumU ^ J'? m'en rapponc i vous m^oie. Indiqucz naoi 
quelque ^tat)l iVemeoc vvaiment utile que vous deviez aia 
ibumaia* Maie ae m'tncHquez pas Tacadteia da Lau** 
ianae^ fondle par dea vaes de d^oiMm, dans la cbalaaa 
d*une r6fonnation, nt^W'^cc depiiis, et taujours acad^mie^ 
quoiqu' aa digne magdtrat de Oatte viiie, propoiiU de 
i'^riger ea uaimlklL 

NoQ ce a'eft point una politique pen eclair^ qui Ale 
agir vot maftrfs. Je connois trop leur babikt^. Mais 
un monarquc aime ^galeroent tons fe»s fujets. Les citoyens 
d^une rille capitale voyent an contraire d'un oeil jaloux 
ragiandiflement des pronnces- Si dies s'^ldVenr, difimt 
ihf aooa t«imboQ8« ' Nos ^ales pour lea Ittmi^res et lea 

riclicfies^ 

% 

^ B0WP luM tiid i|fM> WIhi btnilbi fldskt ttot tlMfr pitriQds kiisa 

smB^ Siikw \>f sod AdWMf ilKy^ SmA €i^|9jr§4 4tadiis MM cmiiMii^ 
dK irffwkigi «r iMvii^ toyil Mjcat^fliJ ad ^ b m ii ? I iqi^al IS 
jamkUi poiiit^ati fiiifbiMil «aaMiftlMiit «likba» Fa«t4« Vaftdowts 
t» tf» fef wis N y Bmif bue^we mU m of the academy of LaMiCmntr 
faisdid M oiocifes of rcUgim- ^oriof tlw gttl «f rdwoutkm, bot fmcv 
tacrfly MiltMy dMufh I iwMlif imaitfMW dua dqr pMpoM tb»l«ia<s^ 
«Uf iM||n of cffflMat if loM is 

T«ar Biaaen <rv mt tbrnmb ifMriMt* Thq^ art aoi <d kkij ( 
know, in political abUki«t. . Qttt wUU a priim twati wUi. impartid bounty 
■U bU fubj^aw tfae cidMMof an ariftracrMical capital aic apt «» baboJd witb^ 
JaaMy tha ioipnnreiiicot of tba pnnrincti Their dfvatitdi they thbky 
snuft pive the wjf fur their downfal ; and \£ tbey bacome their e^ual 
in point of kaowJadfa and riebaif thry laiU Ibaa bt MnfCad* Ibay im^gtot 
Vol.. J, s P ai 
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461 tEWfcftS to AND tkOU 

richcfies> tiles voudroient bientdt I'Stre en potivotf . Rap» 
pellez Tous Fan 1685. La matnraife politiqae de I/mis 

XIV. cxpatria la paitie la plus incmftrieufe de fes fujets ; 
unc multitude fe r6fugia dans le pays de Vaud, II ^toit 
piDchaitt, il ^toit Francois. lis ne demandoieAt qu'an 
9zW, et Vauroietit pa>6 au poids de Tor par les richefles^ 
ct les aiti pins pr^cicux que K > rich<'fre5, q i ils vous ap- ' 
poitoicrx J?.Ia'fs ici la politique partialc des Bernois 
s^pouvanta. " Si nous faifons psurdcipcf ces fugitifs 

notre droit de Bourgeoifie, la fortune nous fera com- f 
** mune ; mais comment elever des mortels au rang des 
dieux ? Si nous les laiffons confondus pami nos fujets, 
nos fujets recueilleronfc le fruit de lenr induftnc." lis 
cooci urent enfin avec Pambafladeur de Porfenna<* 

*^ — C(u'il Taut Inieuxy qu*un roi fur le trdne affermi 
<« Commande a des fujets, malbeureux^ mals ibumis> 

** Que d'avoir a dompter, au feinde Vabondance, 
*^ D*un peuple tiop heurcux rindocile arrogance.** 



io afpiie at an equality with themfelw In power. Recal Ia memny the 
yiar one dmiiaad fix hfundfed vA dghty^five } ilhen the wKiched pe&y of 
Leds die FoimeeBth drere fimn thdr .ceentrj the moft inditftrioiM poctioii 
«f hit fuljcdft mafty df whom fought lefege m the Pus de Vand ; « neigh* 
homing dilhifty and fpeakaqg thdr oWn language* Tbby lequefted only 
an afyluniy the benefit of wUsh they would itchly ha?e repaid by the wealtfa 
which they earned with theoii and thdr Ikill io ibanefaftmei, Atll mote va* 
Inable. But die nartow policy of Binn took the alann. ** If we make 
« theie men-ddiens of Betn» their iniereftt will eoindde with our own* Bee 
" it it fit that fDortda (fioAld be tdied to the rank of God* ? If they 
•* ire niscd «ntfa the nraft of our fuljjcAty our ful^fcffci will be enndwd by 
<« thdr indullry.*' They condoded tfaeitfiiref with the amballadon of Fov- 
fenna*-.** Uiat it wai more ddfinble lor a prince to govern, a poor hut lub«- 
« miffite people, than to cooieod with the nniuly pafibm of oicn paaspeni 
w bypnifpetity^i** 
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Cea exiles las d*eflayer des refus^ oil ils devoient $*at* 
tendie i des pri^r«s» pafli^ient ea Hollandcj en Fruflc> et 
en Angleterre, oik les IbaTenlns iavoiem mieax proBter de 

cette occafion unique. II en refta une partle dans lePavs 
de Vaud> mais c'eioit la partieU plus pauvre, et la plus 
ftin^ante, qai A'avoit ni le noyen, ni U volomi d* allec 
plus loin. 

A peineces malhcureux commen^nient ils a oublier leurs 
iouQiances pafl'6es> que rexp^ricnce Icur fit lentir^ que 
pour fair les perftcutions* il faut fair les hommes* La 
parde Ibaveraine de I'^tat avoit iac6 avec le laic« totite 
la durete du fyftdme de Calvin, th^ologien atrabilairc qui 
aimoit trop la libert^j pour foufirir que les Chretiens por* 
taflent d'auties fers que les liens. D'ailleurs fa comfort 
mxt^ avec les idto d*an c^I^bre philofophe, intireflbit 
rhonnear du nom AUemand a le foutenir. Comme les 
fcntimens s'etoient adoucis dans le Pays de Vaud, en pro* 
poition aTec Jes mceurs* il falloit y envoyer des forma* 
latres» et des inquifiteurs^ deftin^ a faiie autant d'hypo- 

ciitea 



The anignnts, dlfgdled at being repeatedly refxifei what they ought to 
hive been requeued to accept^ travelled to Holland, Pruffia* and £nglaad» 
whofe rulers had the good feole to avail tbemfelyes of an emergency as fa- 
Arable as it was Angular. A part of them indeed lemaiaed tp the PVis de 
Vaudy but the pooreft and the i41eft> who had neither money nor fpirit to 
travel farther. 

Tbefe unhappy fugitives had no fooner begun to forget their pail fuffer* 
ing«> than they learned by fatal experience that, in order to avoid perfc- 
* cation, it was neceflary to fly from the fociety of men. The fpvereigns of 
the country in which they had fettled had imbibed the fevere fyi^em of Ca1> 
vln, a ftem theologian, who loved liberty too well, to endure tli.tt Cliiiiti tns 
{hould wear any other chains than thofe impofcd by himfclf*. His ncir con- 
formity in opinion with a celebrated German philofophrr, intcrpfled ihe ho- 
nour of the German name in funportlng his dowirines. Put Id the I'aVa 
de VauJ the afperity of religious opinicns had fi-fteiu-d the improvc- 

mcnt of tbdety* It bocaise acceiUry, thercioie^ to lead thither formulaa 
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cntes qo'ili poonoient, aon i la yMii pac le fa et le Icu^ 

maii par les mcaaccs ct les privation? cfemploi- 

£a ioutcnaru les droits dc i'iuimanit^* n'putrc poi^t 
les maximes de U tolerance. Je vea^ bi^ ^ue le m9gjS* 
tirat ne diftribaeles r^compenfes du pablic^ qu'a ceux qoi 
cnfcigncnt la rcli^'u)!! du public. Jc nc lui dcfens pas 
m4mc dc contcnir dans le fxlcace ces novateurs trop hardisi 
qui vottdxQicDt ^ciaim le peupk fiix certains objets oik 
Fenear fait fon bonheur. Mais quele Ibuveiain^ it pi]8* 
tant avcc cha'cur aux mlnutics thcologlqucs, decide de^ 
queAioDs qu'oii nc peut decide;, afiuiement il eft ab- 
ivide. C^a'impoiaat des confcfiioas de ft>i iloe laifle i 
d^ paftetus vieiUis dans le mmtii|!re, et qui nc deman- 
doient qii*a fe talir, que le choix du mcnfongc ou de la 
mendicite, afTur^ment il eft injuile. Mais la peirecutioa 
cefla.*— Qui la 4t ce.Qer ? Un feotiment de baatc i les 
lanDes des fnjets i qu UeaU craiote qu'infpira Veiiftie* 
prifc d'an DstcI, enthoufiafte il eft vrai, mais cnihouikfie 
pour le bicn public ? Encore ipcme il rcguc. a Laufaimc 
HOC mqaifitioa ibaide. Les noms d'Arminieo, et de Soch 

nlen 



and Inqw*'f?ff n, de^^cd to jiake as m.iry liypocritcs c.s poifijileg not ilMlccid hg 
fire and fword, but by threats and dcpolisioa from office 

In fijpnorting the nghrs ofmnn, I wcu'.d not carry too r^r the m,ixir:\3 
v: tclcration. It is jiift that public rewards ihouid be beiiowcd only on thofe 
y\ho tcic^ the religion ot ihc public ; aod fhofe ha'd innov.itor^, v.iio ui^old 
impart a dingeroii? Itght to the people, may very properly be Tcl\rnired bv 
ihc arm of the ma^iifritc. Eyt ic furely i< abfurd , ; liu the lov^rc'gn ihouli 
interfere ia thcoiogic n)imjnjc, and t^ke part warmly m qac;lioni wliicli 
are incapable of bring decided. It is particihirly unjuf^, th.st he ihould 
impofe conleiliaai of fai'It on old miaUlfirSj who vviili la avoid difputation} 
leaving them the mifcrablc aUernative of filfchooJ or beggary. Put tl.is 
perfccution hai now ceafcd. What put au end to it ? It was ne* fhiinct 
nor the tears of the peopIe« but the boldnefs oi Davcl) that meritorious ea* 
thuftai^. Even to the prrfrnt day» a fccret inquifition ftill reigDS at Lau- 
iaaati where the 
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men rcmplifTent encore ces lettres oil de tre3 honn^tes 
gens reudeDt compte i leurs prou^leurs dcs lentimens <ie 
leiRS contitoyens; ct c'eft fuiTa&t ces iodices qu^ ks 
places fe diftrlbtteiit. 

Je viens, non pas d'epuifer, lAals d'indiquer qu^lques 
d^fauts qui fe trouvent dans votre puiiTance Ugiflative* 
P«ffi9^ i rex6ctttrice. Celle-ci eft la foxce publiqoe^ 
con me Taatre eft la rolont^ publique. Mais un feul 
corps, un fcul hommc, pent dclib^rcr ct decider pour 
toute unc nation. II ne peut tout feul agir pour elle. 
X;*adininiftratioii politique, compo^te d'an nonibre itifini 
66 blanches; veut qu*un grand nombre d'o£Sicien, foumls 
Ics uns aux aiures, s'employcnt 5 faire joucr la macJiine 
a laquelle Ic maitre ne peut que donner ie mouvcment 
g^n6ral« Les bonneurs, et les avantages, qae 1^ lob 
attacfaent a ces emplois, doivant ^ttt oufrerte a tous les 
citoycno, que leuis talcns et Icur education out mis cii 
4tat de ies r^mplir. Les fardeaux leur font commuas i 
toutfy les r^compenfes doivent Tetre audi. Un gouverne- 
nent monaichique iatisfait ai&ment a ces juftes pritenfi- 

ons* 



th« !?tttrs wrlt^?i by very honeft people to their patrons oi Ikmj and offices 
are Die n given or wtthheiU according to the report nude of the religious ceocts 

of the candidates. 

Having made thefe ftrlftures on your Irgiflaturef which by no mc^ns ex- 
hiaft the fubje^i 1 proceed to confider the dcfeds of your executive power j 
which h the public force, as the legiHature ought to be the public will. But 
a Imgle council, or a iingle man, may deliberate and reioivc for a whole 
nation ; the executive power, on the coauary, ict^aires the exertions of many : 
OS it is compoicd of a great variety of brandies, many officers, luoordinatc 
©ne to the other* muft a^luate the difVercnt parts of the michinc, to which 
the chief magiilrate can only cumuiunic/.tc the firft gciu t ai movfcment. The 
honours and emoluments legally attached to fucli uili^-cs, ought to be open 
t5 all thofe citieens who arc properly qualified for difcharging them. Each 
individual) as he bears a (hare of the public burden , n cnuilcd alfo to a 
(hare of the public rewards. This jull a, rir.^c riiui: i , ciiHy m.uiitaincu .ii 
aMurchioCi whcie» wiih thf cxcepcion ot a Uw cguiucrs* whu, by bcin^ 

continuaiU^ 
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ODs. A IVxcrptloa de quelqucs courti£ans> qui appio- 
chent la perlbnne da prince d*tflez pi^s^ pout iubftitaex 
la fl»tterie aux f€rvtcc8» tons fea fujeta lui font ^gaox* 

Dclqu'un homme a du mcritc, ou, Ton vcut de la fe- 
ircur, on ne lui demande point s'il eft Normand ou Pro- 
vencal. D'Epemon. 6toit Gafcon; RicheUeu* Champe- 
nois; MazariDt Romain. Maia dans lea ripubliqtiea 
ailftuciatiques, les fouvcrains compofib de route unc vill^ 
vculcnt ftrc l^iQatcurs en corps, ct paitager cntrc eux en 
detail tous lea emploisconfid^rables. Lea talena* lea lu- 
mt^ea* dana votre Pajs^ font inutilea pour quiconque 
nVft pas Bernois, ct dans un autre fens ils fontfgale- 
ment inutiles pour qui IVft. Le fujct fc voit condamn^ 
par fa naifTance a ramper dans une honteufeobicunt^. Le * 
d^fefpoir le iaifit ; il n^lige ce qui ne le peut inenet & 
fien, ct le grand homme ne devient qu*un homme agr^- 
bio. bi jc pailoiii dc faire participer les fujcts aux Bailli- 
agcs» les Bemoia crieroicDt au iaciilege; lea BallHages 

&nt 



contimully aboot the prince's pcrfon, have an opportunity of fubftituting 
iiaticry inftnJ ot real fcrvices, all tl.c i:ili.ihir.inrs of the kingdom arc treated 
Vflih coivp ir.if ,\ e equity. In FriiiLc, ^lovuicd a man has court-favour 
ot merit, the queftioii h never alkcd whether he comes iiom Provence or 
Normandy. D'lipcrnon was born in Gafcony j Richlieuj in Champngnc ; 
Mazarine, in Rome. But in ariftocratical rrpvibrtc;, the citirtns of one 
^wn are ivot contented with being fovcrcign$ toUe^jvcIy, uali;> they indi- 
vidually appropriate all ofHcet of honour or emolument. In the canton of 
Bern talents and information arc not of the fmalleft ufe to any one who is 
ftot born in the capital ; and in another fcnfe they are ufelefs to thofe born 
there; bacaufe they muji make tlieir way without them. 'Ilicir lubjcas in 
the Pail de Vaud are condemned, by the circumftanccs of their birth, to 4 
cooditioQ of flutnefiil obfcuri^. They naturally become, therefore, 3 prey 
to defpair i and negleding to cultivate tftlents which they can never enjoy aa 
opportttoity tft dlfpl^yi tkofe who had' capacities for becoming great m«m are 
<0ftC6Bted with making tbemftives agreeable cnmpanifms. Should I propofe 
that the fubjc^s obuincd « right Co bold the lucrative employments of 
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imt le pitriaoiiw de ri)tat» tt noui femniM Tftat. U 
mi qa'on voiu laiflTc let Lteutentnces Bailltvalca 1 
ittais voas favcz allcz qu'on y m^le certaines ftipulations, 
de hufon que, fi le nouvenu magiAia^ oe yit pai» (luelquc 
temsy fa famille peid au marcb^* 

PrMa de refiburcesy que refte-il au^ gentilahommes dt| 
Pa/s de Vaud ? le fervice Stranger* Mais on n*a pas 
ipaiK]u6 dc leur rcndre cctte carridre dcs plus epineu- 
fcS| et dc ieur y Icrmer I'acctrs des grades un peu clrv^s. 
Je ae dinl rien du brillant fervice de France. Jues d6- 
peniea font inevitables, et la paye fi moiliquc qur I cn-» 

fcignc fc luinc, ic cnpitainc vita prjne, cr n c m* U* col-'ticl 
nc peut amaifcr. Aind vqus devc2 btnii ic loin patcmel 
du ibuverain qui a drefii6 toutea lea c^puulationa^ de ma- 
i^i^re ft ne tous point introduire en tentation* Ne parlcmt 

que du fervire dcs Etats Genrraux, fervice plus utile que 
i;ant, 01 i on s'cnnuye et sVnrichit. Far le uau6 de 
171a, le Canton de Ben^e ^ccoidt yingt quatre compag« 




^^/lt| or nomnm of dtftrt^lit th« wiftoerittctl Amillci of toM woiili 
thlok iM fttUQr of t crime litdo kfi th«i faerilogo* " Th« emotoniinti of 

ehift offlcM Ibrm dio ptCrloioiy of tho Aiie 1 «Ad wi art the Hilt*** Ic 
li tmf) that you to tbo Piiia 4t Vaud may bo de|»ytiri to tho Ballliii but tho 
adtrantigat baloQgiqg lo that fuboidinate maifftracy aro ohtaload on ecftaln 
cofiditiom* which* unlaft the holder of tho fjfHeo livai a cartaU numbir of 
yian» randera hia bargain a very bid otia for hb Aunily. 

Whit oncouragamant ii than left tot tho gentlemai) of tho Prifa da Vaud > 
Thai of fiifaign fanrlca. But to themy even thia rotd to profonant li rt>* 
tramaly dlAcuUy and lo attain the higher ranks li Jmpoffiblr. I fpajk not 
of the brUIIaot fmke of Frances to that eountry» expenea* la unavoidibtrf 
tho cnfign If rulnedf the captain can fcircely 1ive> and the colonel canni«» 
hn money* You are theteftire obliged to dae paternal care of the tnagi- 
flratei of Bera» whofe treatlea fupplying trui>pi to France do not 
you into cemptitiom Let ni only confider the fcnriee of tfolhnd, a fervice 
more prolttablo than Aiowy» where ulBcera have nothing «q do but tu grow 
iWh. By the treaty of ijtt» the Canttm of Bern granted the uie of twenry* 
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nm I lean Haates FaHEmcfls, tt pipmlr 4e fUUim m 
qu'on en Ht toujourt dei recntet dans lam Mmt 

compagnic^ ctoicnt ddhiiccs aux Hcrnois, Ics fouveiu.as 
paiugeoient avcc leu i s lujcu leu Imit autre eompagniet, 
ckuit on daignoit iaifiier i'entr^ ouTcne i ctmc ei : atni 4 
Be fuppoier le cMii des Bernois qa*^al teelntdes ftijets» 
poui paivcnira ccs huit derni^rcs com;' i^uics, ce pen- 
pic XQi cn pc^Hklcioit toujour^ vingt^ iur vingt qtuttre* 
In proportion eft honn^t^j fi l*on (ait attention qnll y a 
dana le Canton pr^ de cent mille hommes en Itat de porter 
l^s armcij, dont il n'y en a pas liuit cens, boargtois de 
B^inc. D'ail)tur3 let petiu bourgcotti, a qui cc nom iaul • 
infptre de la Sen^^ atnent nieux croupir dant la mkHim 4 
Beroe, que de faire par lenr travail un totmiment 
rcfpeflablc. Ainfi dan^ toutcs ces troupfb, jc doutc qu'on 
puiiTe trouvcjrciaquame bernois qui ne ioiein pai> oMicten* 
Cea malheursy ne dltes voaa» oe font que pour lea gea^ 
tiUhonunea ; c*eft idiie, pour la paide b plua xefpe6b* 

TsammmmmmmamBm 

four comp«n!c« tt tbcir High Mt$hitnc{[ei, and promircd that they fhfmU lU 
wayi be »\UmeA to ratruit them io their terrltArict. But the cominand of 
{uicen of tho^B ittnpvue* wat approprittcd by the c'lth^nt of Bern, and the 

Tfmaini^? p!f?ht were Itft common between them and their (ubje^» in the 
i**!* dc VjLid On the fuppoTitioo, then, that li.c intftfcft of both cUfle* of 
€V^H>i^'. fi>T thofe compjniei h cquil, the (ovcrcigo people wiU o^Jt^in four 
out of tiic cif'ht, and tsvtaty out of the whole twcniy-four. This pro portion 
■ appears the n) jic uur^afunablr, when i: is cuiiutjercd th^t m the canton there 
are above an hundrH thotijjiul nicn fs: fa bs,tj arm?, of whom fcarccly eight 
hundred arc ciUietn oi Bern. Bcjide5, the poorer cULti oi citiicni, proud 
rnerely of chu tiUc» prefer living; in ikilrticfi at Bern to iionouRbk exertione 
%Uodd, by which they might b6tU;f thcT condifion. 1 doubt, thercforsp 
whether hft/ citizens of ml^mobt Q^xxfi, wiU be iousd ia (he idifito 
9^ the Dutch t^ps, 

Thefc iptonventer.cick, you v/ill tell caj, arc only ftit liy rr-en of fjmiiy j 
ihic il CO by th« mt^t «if cCluMr* bui kait luu&rjptu^ portion of the 
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Me, inaii la noias iioinlmiic» dct ^itoyent- ila s'{?a» 
nfMiWtBt <lai» CC9 maxtniet g^n6ralc9 et ^galcs que voim 
Tcnez d'eubllr. La tyrannic de vos Baillis s'y evanouit 
cUe auiii ? pcupie, Jiom ii chei a rhumanit^, en fent 
tout le joag« ' Je nt vous conterat point des faifioires do 
Inn opprciioas. Vons me chicaneriez far la v6rit^ dea 
faits, et puis vous me diriez, qu'il ne laut jamais con- 
dure du pairticuiier au g^neral^ et vous auriez raiibn. II 
tautmieaz £iiie leatirrtoiidue dekurpouvotr^ etlaifliBr 
& votre coimoiffance du coeur humain, a ju^cr dc I'ufage 

qu'us en lont. Ciiaquc l>aiili eft a h iois ciici clc la juf - 
ikcc, la milUce, dt& EoaiKes, ci dc la leiigkm. Comnoe 
juge, il decide iaas appdjufqa'a, la ibmmede ceatfrancs^ 
ibmme ti^^ nodique pour vous, mais qat fait la foituae 
d'ua payfan ; ct il decide fcul, cai- ici ufRilcuii n'ont 
pa» voix pond^aiive. Ul domic, ou pi mot il vend» 
pveique tous les emploia dana loa baiUiage. Si I'oa 
ircnit appeller de lea- lentences» il »*y a pluj> cic tribunal a 
Moudon; ii laut alicr a Berne, ct quel payian vcut ie 

miner 



fOtamtinity ; and they difiippear amidft die general equity and iteparfdifi^ 

/of the public adauniftratton. But does- the tytamj ef the Aahjffs difappeat 
alfo f The people, a name fo dear to hua»iiiiy> Teel the Aill' waght of 
tbeir oppreffioo. I frill not have recontfe to parttcuta* cxamphn'j bccan& 
you night call in queftioo the autheatfcity of Adv* or objeft with tetSon, 
di^ general' conclufioiia are not n> be drmm from pacticalar* pfiuciplct. i 
liall ht contented with poindng out the extent of their powe^^ and* leave to 
your own knowledge of human nature to infer the abofei with which it mnft 
be accompanied. In hie own dittriA every bailiff ii at the head of religion* 
of the law, the army, and the finances. As judge, he deeid«^, without appeal* 
-all caulei to the amount of an hundred fnuiks ; a fum of little idiporcance 
to a grntleraan» but whkh often makes the whole fortune of a peaTantj and 
he decides aloncs fir the vcuce of his afTeflbrs has not any weight in th« 
ftale. He confers, or rather he iells, all the errploymeots in his diftrifl.' 
Wliea the bijured party wiAea to appeal firom bis fentence, as there is no 
court of juftice atMoudon> he h ol)ligcd to lanovedie caufetjiBem; and 
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i la pourfaite <te la juftice ? S'il chercfae eaeoie H 
&ife punk fan tyran, il demande I'endr^ en conioU 

L'Avoycr Taccorde, peut-^trc avcc beaucoup dedifficult^, ft 
a force ile fatigues et lie depenfcs il parvient a pouvoir 
plaiderdcvaat on tribunal 116 avec fon baillif par le iang^ 
€t plaa encore par une conformity de forfaits^ on d^ntMta* 
Votrepays eft ^pnif^ par les inip6t8, tout modiqucs 
quMs font. Dcvcloppons cette idee. Pendant que les pays 
les plus riches de TEurope s'ak^mcnt de depcnfes et de 
dettes« et mettent en oburre des sickens qui iinoient trem* 
bier k plus bardt diffipatcur, le Canton de Berne eft le 
leul qui amailV dcs tr^fors. J^c fecret de I'etatcft fi blen 
gard^^ qu'ii eit di&cUe de ie devioer* Stanian^ ambaiTa- 
deur d^Anglctem i Berne, qui avoit un efprit d'obferva^ 
lion et de grandes facilit^s pourfe bien informer^ eftimoitt 
il y a qu.i! :inu^ ans, Ics fommes qu'il avoit dans Ics fonda 
publics de Londres i trois cens roilles iivres Acriing, ou 
&pt millionsi et tout ce qui ^tolt reft^ dans le tr^lbr de 
Berne, ou difper86datts les autres banquesde V Europe, i, 

dijc 



tow few p'lur.*^^ rnn ! ( sr this ( xpcnre ? But if his cagemefs to pumfli hit 
tyrant cnrici him dmhcr, ic i, tv,t w;thout miny (iifficultiei on his part thst 
the Avoyrr, oi ciiicf magiihaic, ^i^nia him admiffion into the council ; wherCf 
alter all his ironhlc and cxpcnci', he i*- fifi illy allowed to plead hit cauiie be- 
fore a tribunal, the members of which arc connected wilh hit opprellbr bjr the 
ttei of blood, anJ ftillmorc by a conformity of intcrrfln and ciimes. 

Your taxt'S, modentr as they are, exhauf} tli<' C(.untry. 'Mils obfcrration 
requires to be rxpliinrd. Whiic the great kingdoms of Luropc, loaded 
wth cxp'-nrrs and debts, arc driven to expedients which would alirm the 
v/;l ir(> prodigal, Bern a the only Uaic whiwh has amaHied a large fir-furc. 
Th'^ fccrct has bvcn fo well kept, that it il not eaf/ to nfcertain its anioant. 
S'inyjn, the IJritifh envoy at HTn, a man inquiiltlvc and pniTi-fTrd of 
good m'-ins of infirmati jn, cltini.'tfd fjilv yenrs ago the money belonging 
^ > th If rrp jblic, in ih'; l:ni;Iilli fund*, at tliicc hundred thouJand pounds, or 
J' V- n ioillions of Swii? Iivres j and the fums rrm.iininj» in the tre.ifury of 
hi-.tif, or dlfperfcd through the other banJa or t\uiii of l^urope, at cighreen 

hundred 
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aix halt cens inille lims fterltng> ou quarante trois mil- 
lions. On pcut ctoire que ccs tr£fofs n'ont pas dimt- 

n\i6 dcpuis Tan 1722. Lc moyen que le Canton em- 
ploye pour s'enrichir eft tres iimplc. 11 depcnfe beau- 
^up moins- qu*!! ne re 9011, Mais que le^oit il } Je 1'^- 
nore ; mais je rais tacher de le deiriner. Les douze bail- 
liages du Pays de Vaud rendent dans leurs fix ans, a pea 
pr^s cinq cens mille livres de Suili'e* les uns poitant les 
ftutres* Lerevenu dedouze^ pent done monter st un mil- 
lion de livres de rente. J'ai toujours entendu dire qae 
les Baillis prcnncnt Ic clix pour cent fur les rcvcnus du 
fouvcrain. Le voila done ce rcvcnu d*uu million par an- 
n6e, £n rabattant les cent mille livres des Baillis» je 
eompterois encore cent mille ic^s pour les charges de 
I'etat, cc qui n'eft point une fuppofjtion hitia en Fair. 
Les autre deux cens mille ^cus^ qui dans un autre pays 
fburniroient a Tentretien d'unc cour et d^une arm^e> dont 
les d^penfes feroient retomber fur la terre la rof6e qui eit 
etoit tlr^e, vont icl s*enfoair dans les cofiies du fouverain* 



Imndfcd thoofand pounds ftetling, or tl rty-thcee millions Swifs. Theft tiBl* 
fares have not probably dimimflied fince the year 1722. The Canton ca^ 
riches itfelf by the fimple means of receiving much and expendii^ litdei 
But what is the amount of ita ncetpu i I know not, but I will try to dif- 
cover it. The twelve bailiwics, or diftriftty of the Pau de Vaud pay, mna 
with another, during the fix years that they are governed by the fame ma- 
giftrate, five hundred thoufand Swift livres. The contriboti«ia» dierefore* 
of all the twelve amount to a mittioii of livrea annaally. I have always 
hcen told that the bailifFs, or governors, retain ten f^er cent, on tfie fere- 
nues raifed within their refpe£tive jurifdi£ltons. Tiic million of rtvenue* 
diminiflied by an hundred thoufand livres confumed in the appointments nf- 
the baUifs, is reduced to three hundred thoufand crowni j of wfakh one 
hundred thoufand mv; be allowed for the expences of the ftate» t fura not 
chofcn at random } and the other two hundred thoufand crowflft» which ia 
©tlier countries would be employed in the maintenance of a court and army* 
v.'hnfr incomes would circulate through the general mafs of the people on 
whom they had bcea railed, ate hmhwied in the coficrs of the foverc^t 
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M §t di^crfier dm let bittqaei piibGqiics» d priodm 

<k rEiiropc, pour Itre un joor tmc proye a rinfid^iiie 
<l*un commis, oa a l*ambition ua conqu^rant. Ccttc 
ycne conuaucUe dca cfp^es c e tu I'iadu^c, empcche 
tiMit dlbft^ qm ae (e peiii faiie iaos arg^t> et appaavril 
mfeniibleineBt l6 pays. 

Tels iui;t vos maux, Monficur. Eh bicn ! me r^pou- 
4e2r vous» navc2 vous fonde nos playet que pour en 
la dottleuf ? Qjici confSeii nous.doMiez voits i Aucun^ 

vous Be m'airts pas d^ja pr^venu. II y a one Toye que 
je ])uis vous confeillcr, cVftcclle dc la remontiance. Mats 
il y a dti aoaux telkmeDt enracines dans la conf^itiuioA 
d'oA tot« que Platon lai jnimc a'eikt paa efp^r^ du focc^ 
foiiv une pareille d^putatioiu Ne tiaulroiit ib pas contre 
1^3 rcmontiances, eux qui out pu tenir contre deux cens 
aas dc Bdiliii et de fervices ? Il y a un auue reme dc plus 
yro»pt» plttsettier, pluaglurieax: Guillaume Tell vous 
ITedt coafeiW ;. mais je nt tous le confeiUe point. }e 
iais que Tcfprit du ckoycu, commc celui de la charite, 
iMiiixc beaucoup^ ct eipere lougteou^ Il coouoit les mal^ 

heasa 



m 'tflj^ttftd th m mh the precarious banks of Europe, to become one dsy 9 
yncf t» ^ kaiVQixof a clerk> or the wAkioa of a coDfoeror. This conti> 
wal ablbiflkn fpocie extinguidici uidiiarjtt dcadem etery enterj^riOs due 
sequirM tlie aM of noiMy» and (tmUmUIj iaipoveriihes the country. 

Thefe, Sir, are your hardftipi. But X daink yoa will fay tome, « Hare 
you thus probed uur wouoia nerdy tQ make us feel their (huut ? What 
•« advice do you give ut NcM, wdeft you haws already anticipated 
E£. 1 would inilced adTtfe you to remcntnta. But there are avUs fi> deeply 
tooted in governments, that Plato him^ WOttld defpair of curing them. 
What could you expc^ to obtain £ras tho& naften by reroonftrances, who 
have reorained during two centuries infenfible to thfl merit of* your Mdiful fer«* 
ykci ? There is another remedy more prompt, more perfc£l> and aoore glori- 
ous. W illiam Tell muld have pitferihad it ; 1 do not I know thattbo fpirit 
of a gocd citizen is, lika that of charity, long-fufltr>in» ud hoping all things 
l Uc cU zcn is ia the xi^ti imca \ut koowtlhe e^t iduldrg t'lvm his fub^ 
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bents attacbi^s i la ibuoiUSo9> II ignofc ceux que la ri^ 

fiftance pouiroit entialner. Vous, qui mecoanotfles^ Moth- 
ficur, vous ikvez cambicn je refpe6te ces principes aaiis 
4)^ la p;^jp ^ des honupes. Tribun ftditieux, je ae cbcr* 
i^I]|er^i jan^ais 4 faive feooHfr au peuple le joug de Tautv* 
rite, ppur l^e conduire d.u ^lurmu^e, a la ftdltAon ; dc la 
^^itiqu^ 4 lj*aA3gcchic ^ Taii^r^hic, jpc^ut-cue, au dc£- 

Cendant; a^seq U ^ao,cl^^>, qui a. paitout conduit. »a 
plMm^, je yals d^truire quelques monftres de Romans* 

qui vous peavent effraycr. Q^ie vous preferiez lepartt 
de l'^nirqfMi^<? Qi^i<;elui du repo% je voudrois q^ue ce la 
i^ljuit et; non le ^^jvi^^^t qni vous. di4^ ce paxtu 
Les Bernois ont les droits fur yotre ob61flaace;,vouft 

aaigiie;^ dc.l^ur un^ipjuftic.e cq la retirant. 



injfliwii , kit knows not thcu gze«(er.aq]s . ii(|iif;l^ au|l&t 1je„ pi^dueel by Us ve* 
iUbiice. You knovic me toa veU lo b« igooiaiic how aiiich I wefyeSt iheSk 
Ipfinciplcsj fo fiiodly to the intocHs of peace end- of Innnaii kU. I'wiK 
never^ in dtt langutge of,e feditiQiiS' tribiiiie» pcifus^ thf >|>QQpk>toiflw|Be ♦eff 
the yoke, of anthoii^t that thej. «^]f. pycepd .firopa^mnmny t»Mitiom.6w» 
/cdicioa to enaccby^ and lr«ii;k.,aiifr(^|[,peihi^ I9 defpodfiii. 

Yefi ^ Jieedon which has hitherto guided my pea^ X wiU co^aamir 
to deftny feme giants of romaiKe» which mjght otherwifeinfpire you wkhrvaia 
terror. IVhetberyoa piefo the rood toMdenterpiifeer.ewtMWtfepoA^l 
that reafoai* not pteji^dice^ .ibpuJil didaos yoDf'xI^oi^ 

The«wi^liMCfof.B^.htK»,i|g|^ yottteai 
. do them wrong ia withfaeldidg at. 
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Mr. Gibbon to Mu, For ten. 

DEAR MADAM9 Lao»akms« 1756, 

TJ^AR no reproaches for your negligence, bowevergreati 
for your dlence, however long. I love you too well 

to make you any. Nothing, in my opinion, is fo ridicu- 
lous as fome kind of friends^ wives, and loTers, who 
look on no crime fo heinous, as the letting flip a poft 
without writing. The charm of friendfhip b liberty ; 
and he ihat would deftroy the one, deftroys, without 
dcfigning it, the better half of the other. I compare 
friendfhip to charity* and letters to alms; the laft iig* 
nifies nothing without the firft, and very often the iirft 
is very ftrong, although it does not ftiew itfelf by the 
other. It is not good-will which is wanting, it is only 
opportunities or means. However, one month — two 
months-^thiee months — ^four months«*l began not to be 
angry, but uneafy, for fear fome accident had happened to 
you. I was often on the point of writing, but was always 
flopped by the hopes of hearing from you the next poll. 
Befides* not fo flatter you, your excufe is a very bad one. 
Otmt emmci interiain me by your ktiert. I think I ought 
to know that better than you ; and I afTure you that cue 
of your -plain finc€rc letters entertains me more than the 
moft polifhed one ofFlinyor Cicero. 'Tisyour heart 
fpeaks, and I look on your heart as much better in its 
way than either of their heads. 

Out of pure politenefs I ought to talk of ♦**•** * 
before myfelf. I was fbme hours with him in 
this place, that is to &y* almoft all the time he was here. 
I find him always ^ * ♦ • * * ♦ , always good-natured» 
always amufing, and always trifling. I alked him fome 
queftions about Italyj he told me, he hurried out of 
it as Ibon as he could, becaule there was no French 
toiiiedy, and he did noi iuve the Italian opera. I let 
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flip Some woids of the pieaiiure be fliould have of ieeiiig 
Vis native country again, on account of the ferrices he* 

•could lendcv her in pailiament. ** Yes (fays he), I want 
** vaftly to be at London ; there arc three years lincc 

I have ieen Gairick/' He fpoke to me of you, and 
indeed not only with confideration» but with affedion. 
Were there nothing elle valuable in his charadcr, I 
(hould love him, becaufc he loves you. He tsold roe 
he intended to fee you as foon as he iliould be in £n« . 
gland ; I am glad he has kept his woid. I was £> taken 
up with my old friend, that I could not fpeak a word 
^0 *^ He appeared, however a good icn- 

fibie, roodeft young man. Poor Minorca indeed thus 
loft ! but poor Englifhmen who have loft it i I think the 
fecond exclamation ftill ftronger than the iirft. Poor 
Lord Torrington ! T cant help pitying him. What a 
ihamcful uncle he lias i I ihall lofe all my opinion of 
my countrymen^ if the whole nation, Whigs^ Tories^ 
Courtiers, Jacobites, 8cc* &c. &c» &c* are not unani- 
mous in dctefting that man. Pray, is there any truth 
in a ftory we bad here, of a brother of Admiral Byngs 
having killed himielf out of rage and fhame ? I did 
not think he had any brothers alive. It is thought heie 
tliaL Byng will be acquitted. I hope not. Though I do not 
love rafh judgments, 1 cannot help thinking him guilty. 

You aik me, when I fhall come into £ngland ? How 
fhoukl I know it i The 14th of June I wrote to my 
father, and faying nodiing of my return, which I knew 
would have been to no purpofe, 1 defired him to give me 
a fixed allowance of 2jol. a- year, or, at Icaft to allow me 
a fervant. No anfwer. About a fortnight ago I renewed 
my requeft ; and I cannot yet know what will be my 
ittccefs. I dcfign to make a virtue of neceility, to keep 
^et duiing this winter^ and to put in uk ail my ma* 

chines 
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cbines next ipring in order to come over*. I (hall 
mtte tbe ftroogefty mi at £une time iJm moft dmifoi 
ktter I catt imagiae to my fatbflr. If aU ibaft pjoducot 

no cffe6\, I don't know what I can do. 
You ulk to me of my coulin Eiliibn's wedding ; bat 

yoa dont lay a wood oi who (he is mamcd tOb la k 
Elliot r 11x>ugh you have not ieeii my ftlhcr yct^ Ifop-> 
pofe you have heard of him. Hovtr was he in town ? 
His wifej was ihc wltU liim ? Has mamage produced 
any chsngemeat io bis way of limg i la he ta be al- 
ways at Beritoiiy or will he come up to London ia wiiw 
ter ? Prajr have you ercrfccn ray mother-in-lawi or heard 
any thing more of her character ? Compliments to every 
body that makes me compliments ; to the Gilbem^ to 
tiie Comafques» to Lord Newnbam, te. Wbes yo»iac 
the Comarques again, afk them if they did not know, at 
Putney, Monficur la \ a'ore, and his daugfiteis : peiijaps 
yoa know them yourkli. I iaw them ktely ia Uu» 
conatry ; one of them very well manied. 

The BngliQiman vbo lodges in our boole, is little ib* 
ciable at Icaft for a rcafonable perfon. My health al- 
ways goody my fiudies pretty good. I underfljnd Greeic 
pretty welU I have even fome kind of conefpondenee 
with ieveral learned men, with Mr. Crevier of Parts» 
wir.i Mr. Breitinget oi Zuiick, and \A\thMr. Allamand, 
a clergyman of this country, the moR reafonable divine 
I ever knew. Do yoa never read now ? i am a littla 
piqaed that yoa ^y nothing of Sir Charles Giandifbn ; 
if yoQ have not read it yet,- read niui my Li'.^c. Perhaps 
Ciariifa does not encourage you ; but, in my opini- 
on» it is much fuperior to Clarifia. When yott have 
read it, read the letters of Madame de Sevign^ to her 
dau^Jjtcr ; I dontcjouoL of their being tianflated into En- 
gUlh. They are properly what X called in the beginaiag 

• TUt Letter m a eotiont rpadmco 9t tlit degm in wAkk Mr. OiMonbid 
loft theSoglUh Isnfaxgc b sOgiC tUM^ 

of 
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of my letter^ letters of the heart ; the natural exprelTiong 
of a mother's iondaeis; regret at their being at a great 
diftasice ffom one another^ and cofttinual icfaemes to get 

together again. All that, won't it pleafe you ? There is 
icarce any thing eiie in fix whole volumes : and not- 
withftanding that» few people read them without find- 
ing them too (hort. Adieu my paper is at an end. I 

don't d'dic tell you to write loon. Do it, however, if 
you can. Yqwch atie^onately, ^ 

Gibbon. 

N*. XI. 

Jtnf* Dr. Walporave * to Edwarjd Gibbon Mf^. 

JWUOU 

D £ A R S I R» WAtHtNOTOirt new iroB ii|iOTOir> Dec. 7th| 2758» 

T HAVE read nothing for fome time (and I kept reading 
onltili) that has given me fo much pleafurc as your let- 
terwhich Ireceived by the laft pod. I rejoiceatyour return 
to your country, to yourfttber,and to the good pri nci pies of 
tiuth and reafon. Had I in the Icaft fufpc8ecl your de- 
ilgn of leaving us, I fhould immediately have, put you 
upon reading Mr* Chillingworth's keltgion of Proteft* 
•ants ; any one page of which is worth a library of Swils 
♦ divinity. It will give mc great plcafure to fee you at 
Waihington ; where I am, I thank God, very well and 
yery happy. I deiire my refpe^ls to Mr. Gibbon ; and 
am, with very great regard, dear Sir, 

Your molt atkdionate humble fervant, 

Tbo. Waldcrav^» 

• Tutor to Mr. GIbboA wlm lie fifft wont t» Magdalia College, OxM. 

Vol. I. . a & 
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N^* XII. 
ilfr. Gjbbok his Faih£r« 

DEAR SIR, ' »7<oU 

AN addvcls in writing, fjom a peifon who has the 
pleafure of being with you every day, may ap-» 

ptar fiogular. However^ I have prefen*cd tins method^ 

as upon paper I can fpeak without a bltifh» and be heaitl 

without interruption. If my letter difpleafcs you, im- 
pute it, dear Sir, only to yourfelf. You have treated me, 
not like a fbn, but like a friend. Can yoa be furprified 
that I (hould communicate to a friend, all my thoughts, 
and all my defircs ? Onlefs the friend approve them, 
let the father never know them i or at leafl, let him 
know at the fame time, that however reafonabl#, how* 
ever eligible, my fcheme may appear to me, I would r»« 
ihcr tuigct it for ever, than cauie him the flighteft unca- 
finefs. 

When I firft returned to England^ attentive to my fit* 
ture Intereftf yoa were fo good as to give m*i hopes of a 

feat in parliament. This feat, it was fuppofed woulti be 
an expencc of hftecn hundred pounds* This dciign 
flattered my vanity, as it might enable me to Ihine in 

'£> auguft an. affembly. It flattered ji nobler paffion ; I 
promifed myfelf that by the means of this fe&t 1 ni ght 
be one day the inftrument of fome good to my coimuy. 
But I foon perceived how litde a mere virtuous ilicltna- 
tion, uhaififted by talents, could contribute towards that 

"great tuci; aad a very fhort examination difeovered to 
me, tliat thofe talents had not fallen to my lot. Do not, 
dear Sir» impute this declaration to a falfe modefty, the 
meaneft fpecies of pride. Whatever elfe I may be ig^ 
noranr of, I think I know myfelf, anU fliall always en- 
deavour to mention my good qualities v^ itljout vanity, 
and my defeds without repugnance* I ihall iay nothing 
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of the moft intimate acquaintance with his country and 
language^ lb ab&Iutely neceflar^ to every fenator. Sineo 

they may be acquired^ to allcdgc my deficiency in them, 
would feem only the plea of lazinefs. But I fhali lay 
with great truth, that I never poflefled that gift of fpeech^ 
the firft requifite of an orator, which ufe and labour may 
improve, but which nature can alone bcftow. That my 
temper, quiet, retired, fomewhat referved, could neither 
acquiic popularity, bear up againft oppofition, nor mix 
with .eafe in the crowds of public life. That even my 
genius (if you will allow me any) is better qualified 
for the deliberate compofuions of the cloiet, than for 
I the extemporary diicouries of the parliament* An un- 
expeded objedion would difeoncert me ; and as I am 
incapable of explaining to others, what 1 do nut tho- 
roughly underhand myfelf, I (hould be xnediutiog« while 
I ought to be anfwering. I even want necci&ry prejudi- 
ces of party„ and of nation. In popular aflemblies, it is of* 
ten neceffary to infpire tliem ; and never orator infpircd well 
. a paiiion, which he did not feel himfcif. Suppofeme even 
miftaken in my owu charader ; to fet out with tiie repug- 
nance fuch an opinion muft produce, offers but an indiffe- 
rent profpc£l. ButI hear you fay it is not ncccHai y ihateve-^ 
ly man Ihould enter into parliament with iuch exalted hopes* 
It is to acquire a title the moft glorious of any in a free 
country, and to employ the weight and conlideration it 
gives in the iervice of one's incnds. Such motives, 
chougli not gloiiou:», yet are not diihonuuiable ; and 
if we had a borough in our command, if you could bring 
me in without any great expence, or if our fortune en* 
abled us to defpile that expence, then indeed I fhould 
think them of the greateft Arcngth. But with our pi iv ite 
fixrtune is it worth while to purchale at b high a rate. 



2£l 



a title. 
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a title* honoorafale in itfeif, but which 1 naft lhaid' 
with efciy fellow that can lay otit fifteen hundred 

pounds? iiciiUcs, dear Sir, a inercliandife ai iiuic va- 
line to the owner* when he is reibivcd not to fell it« 

I (hould affront your penetration* did I not fuppole yoa 
now fee tiic diifrof this letter. It is to appropriate to 
another ufc the lum with which you deAined to biiog me 
into parliament ; to employ it* not in making me grear^ 
hut in rendering me happy* I hare often heard you foy 

youi lcll, that tin* ;ill(3\vancc you had been fo indulgent as 
to giant mc, dionj^li very liberal in regard to youi cAatc, 
was yet but fmall* when compared with the almoft necef* 
fiory extravagancies of the age. I have indeed found it fo* 
noiwitliii 111 lin^ a good deal of ceconomy, and :i:i ex- 
emption iiom many of the common expcnfcs oi youth# 
This* dear Sir* wouU be m way of fupplying theiede^ 
ficiencies^ without any additional expence to you.-^Bttt I 

loibear.— If yoii think my propofais vcafonablc, von want 
AO entreaties to engage you to comply with them ^ li oiber- 
wife* ail will be without c&€€U 

All that I am afraid of, dear Sir, is, that I fliould feem 
hi A lo much alking a favour, as thi.s really is, as exadling 
a debt. Alter all i can lay* you will iUll remain the beft 
judge of my good* and your own circumftances. Perhaps* 
like moft landed gentlemen, an addidon to my annuity 
would fuit you better, than jl iuin of money given at 
cmcc ; perhaps the fum itieli may be too confiderable. 
Whatever you (liall think proper to beftow upon me* or in 
Wliatever manner* will be received with equal gratitude. 

I intended to flop here ; but as 1 abhor the Icait ap- 
pearance of art* I think it will be better to lay open my 
whole fcheme at once. The unhappy war which now de» 
folates Europe, will oblige me to defer feeing France till a 
peace. But that lealon can have n^ influence upon Itnly^ 
A country which every fcholar mnA long to iiec ; ihould 

yo« 



Digitized by Google 



EDWARD GIBBON Efqutxe. 421 

you grant my requcft, and not difapprove of my manner 
of employing your bounty, I would leave England this 
Aatttmtly and pab the Winter at Laufanne, with M. de 
Voltaire and my old friends. The armies no longer ob- 
ftrufk my paffagc, and it muft be indiilerent to you, wlie* 
ther I am at Lauianne or at London during the Winter^ 
fioce I dial) not be at Bertton. In the Spring I would 
crofs the Alps, and after Ibme ftay in Italy, as the war 
muft then be terminated^ return home through France ; to 
liye happily with you and my dear mother* i am how 
two*and-twenty ; *z tour muft take up a confideiable time, 
end though I believe you have no thoughts of fettling mc 
ioon^ (and I am lure X have not,) yet £0 many things may 
intexme^ tb^t the man who does not travel early» run» a 
great ri0c of not travelling at alL Bat this part of my 
fcheme, as well as the whole, I fubmit entirely 10 you. ' 

Permit me, dear Sir, to add, that I do not know wlic*- 
tber the complete compliance with my wi(hes could in* 
creaie my love and gratitude ; but that I am very fure, i|o 
jcfufal could diminini tliufe fentimcnts with which 1 flialj 
glways remain, dear Sir, 

yp^c moft dutiful and obedient ion and fervant, 

£• Gi£&o£f junioft 
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Mr, MaX^LST U Mr, GlBBOH." 

MAR iUt t76u 

T COULD not piocure you a tirkft f^r the coron.it ion., 
without putting you to tW expence of ten guinea 

But I now iieiid you ibmething moie valuablfs which will 
eoft you only a gmat. Wh«n will your father or you be 

in town ? Delire iiccket lu lend me one of your books, 
well bound, fof myfelf : all tJic other copies I gave away, 
at Duke Deftmiiy drank out ten doaren of JUoid Boiiog* 
brokers Champagne in his abfence— to youi hooour in^ 
glory* I aced not tcU you tliat I am| 

noft affeSionately^ 

th^ Majorat and your - 

Turn over, read, and be delighted. vay humble fcrvant, 

Let youf f aher too read, D. Mallet* 

J'al la avcc autant d'avidite que dc fatisfa6lion le bon 
et a^^able ouvragr, d*0Qt Tautcur m'a fait prcicut. Je 
parlc comme & M« Gibbon ne m^avoit pas lon6, et mime 
iin pea trop fott* Jai la 1^ livre d'uo dtoyen da mohdey 

d'uri veritable homme de lettres, qui les aime pour clles 
mcmcs, iaas exception ni pr^ventiooi et qui joint a beau«* 

coup 



I read wkh at mncli ea^cmeit ii plcdbit the cicellcst wd m t nhU wmk 
«ttli which the tttdior prdented me. I fptilk ti if Mr. OMon M not 
pnUU me, and that too wmlf. Ifit Kwdthtlwi of a real mmflf httvi» 
yA» 'lofii tium Ibr th^r own fake, wMmit eiccplioii or prejudice | and 
«lio miiiea with amdi taknt d» flM»f pftdoot gill af good ftofe^ and 

ioipa^aUcy 
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coup (refpiit, le bon fens plus larc que rcfpv't, ainli 
qu'unc impartiality qui le read juile et xnodciie^ malgc^ 
rimprdlioii qu*il a da recevoir <fes aateuis iaiis nombre 
qu'il 1 lus, «t tres biea (us. J'al done d6yoti ce petit 
ouvragc, aaqiicl je dcfirerots de bon co^ur une plus grande 
^tendue, et que je voudiois faire lire a tout le moade» 

Je t^molgne auifi i My Lady Hcrvey» robligatioa que 
je lui ai» de m'avoir hit conn6ttre un auteur qui proave i 
ch a que mot, que la littcrature nVft ennemie que de I'ig- 
norance et des travers, qui m^rite d' avoir des Maty pour 
mi9f etqj^id'aiUcars konoie etfortifie notre langue p^ 
l*ufage que fon efprit en lait faire. Si j'^ois plus lavan^» 
j'appuycrois fur le merite des difculIioas« et fur la juflelTc 
lies obiervations* 

CaYLU£|. 



|mpaitial!t]r ihit ^fyUft hk cuuknir aadjuMce* infpllsof die bimtHatlM 
maft hive itecived fima theiimiiaienbteaodiortwlMmliehumd aadftudie^ 
I have dittefim panM» «dt|i dw gtarcft ayidltf* chii littb wtak, ^ md wUji 
It wai moR ttMkfivef and md mjiferlfUr. 

I would ilfo expnft iqy thanks to Lady Hacy^i iot imking me acquaiifted 

^ igrilJi an author who pmvei m every page that leaming U hoftaleontjr to ignoranoe 
and piejttdice} who defenres to Iwve a Maty ftrhia ftlandy and who adds hQ<* 
nour atid ftrcngth |o our language by the ufe'wU^ he ip ably makea of fc. 
yiftn I ttora taaioad I ihofild 4well on the merit 9f the dlf^uflioasi juid the 

Jl^OiMjs i}f thg«b(ciyationi. 

pATtva*' 
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Gto. Lkwis Scott Itfi* to EowAitx> GibbonjW 

C UFPOSIN^ yon Cscded in qwlen, 4t»r Sir, I obtf 

your comiiijiids, and fend my thoughti, iclai;jjg to the 
purfuit of your mathematical iiudies. Vou to Ld xue^ yoix 

kad read Ciairaot'i Algebia, and llietbrea firft {oooka 
rHopital'a Conic 8tfiions» You dUI not oiemifltt the 

LlLiiiCius oi Gcometiy you had peruCed. \yhatcvcr they 
were^ whether £uciid*ii» or by imt otber« you will da 
vtlly if you have not applied yourUf that way for ibii|e 
time pad, to go over them agaiii, and render the ooadi|« 
iions iamiliar to your memoiy* You may defer, howe-» 
Ter^ a very aitical inquiry jau» the priociplea and reaibn« 
ing of geoaieteriy till Dr. Stinp(bn*a new edidon of Eu- 
clid (now in the prefs) appears. I would have you (ludy 
that i ouk well ; in the mean time lecapitulate Claiiaut 
and I'Hopitalt fp far as yoa have gone, and' then gp 
tfaxough the remainder of the marqtiis's book with care* 

The fifth book will be an mi .jaiiciion to the Analyjc i:rs 
Infiniment felils ; to which I would advife you to p^ocecd^ 
after finKhmg the Conic Se^ons* The lnfimm$m fHifi 
may want a comment ; Croufaz has written one, but it ia 
a waiclied performance : he did not undcrftand the firft 
principles ol the kiencc he undertook to illuArate; and 
his geometry (hew9> that he clid not undetftand the firft 
principles of geometry. There Is a pofthumous work of 
M' Vajignon's, called EclairciJJimens Jtof fAnalyJt da 
Ivfinimettt p«Uu^ Paris,' 1 725, 4to. J^ts will beoftea 
of ufe to yott. However, it muil he-owned, that the no» 
tion of the Infmiment fettts^ or Infiniteftmalsj as wc call 
them, is too bold an afTumption, and too remote from the 
pxin^ples of the ancients, our inaileia in gepmetry; and 
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4ias given a handle lo an ingeaiout author (Berkeley^ 

"late bifhop of Cloync) to attack the logic of the modem 
xaathematicians. He bas been unfvvered by many, but 
\>y none fo clearly as by Mr* Maclaujrin, in his f loxi* 
ons, (a vols* in 410,) where you vill meet with a collec-* 
tion of the mort valuable difcoverics in the mathematical 
mnd phydco-aiatbematicai fciences* 1 recommend this * 
author to you ; but whether you ought to read him im- 
mediately after M. de rHopica), may be a qucftion. I 
think you may be fatisfied at flift witfi reading his intro- 
<ia6iion9 and chap. i. book h of the grounds of the 
Method of Fluxions^ and then proceed to chap. 12. of 
the fame book, § 495 to § 505 incluiive, where he treats 
cii the Method of Inhnitefimals^ and of the Limits of ' 
Kattos* You may then read chap* i* bopk II, £ 697 
to § 714 inclufive; and this you may do immediately af- 
ter l eading the firft fe6lion of the yfnaljfi des infmitnent 
-fetUt : or if you pleafe, you may poftponc a critical cn- 
<}uiry into the principles of Infiniteiimals and Fluxions^ 
till you have ieen the ufe and application of thisdoe* 
ttfinc in the drawing of Tan^rents, and in imtling tlse 
J^axima and Minima of Geomcuical Magmtudcs. Jlst" 
mh des infin* ffL $ a ani 

When you have read the beginning of FHopital^s 4th 
fe<5^. to fct;L 65 inclufive, you may read Maclaurin's 
chap. 2, 3, and 4; where he fully explains the nature 
of thefe higher orders of Flux ioni^y and applies the notion 
to geometrical figures. Your principles being then firmly 
cftablilTicd, you may f.iulli M. dc 1 llu])iiaL 

Your next flep mull be to the invcrfe method of Fluxi- 
ons, called by the French calcul integral*^ • Monfieur de 
Bougainville has given us a treatife upon this fubje6^, 
Paris, 1754, 4to. under the title TraitS du calcul integral 
fo^r firvir df/uitc a V Anahfi des injinimnt fetiis* You 
fhpuldhaveit| but thoiiph he explains the methods hi- 
therto 
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iherto fbtind out for the deterteination of Fluente from 

given Fluxions, or in the French ftyle, four trouver lesinte^ 
grain dis differences dotmhs , yet as he has not fliewn the life 
and appltcatioA of tbisdo^rine, as de FHopiuldid^ widi 
lefpc^^ to that part which he treats of» M. de Bougain* 
vtlle's booL is, lor that reafon, not io well fuit^d to be- 
ginners as could be wifhed. You may therefore take 
Carry's book in 4to» printed at Farts» I700» and entitled^ 
MftMe fowr U NUfurt its Surfices^ &c. par V Applicatim 
tiu Cakul integral. Only I muft caution you againft de- 
pending upon him in his fourth fe6lion9 where he crea^ 
«f the centre oCofcillation andpercuffion; he having made 
feveral niilakes ' there, asM.de Mairan has (hewn, p. 
196. Mem, dil Acad. Royale des Sciences^ edit, FariSj l?^^* 
After Carrey you may read Bougainvlllei 

I have yecommended French acithors to you, because - 
you are a thorough maftcr of that languagfi and bccaufc, 
by their ftudying ftyle and clearncfs of cxprcflion, they 
teem to me be/l adapted to beginners. Our authors are 
' ^en profound and acute, jbut their laconifms, and ne- 
gled of expreflion, often perplex beginners. I except 
Mr. Maclaurin, who is very clear ; but then he has fuch a 
vail variety of matter^ that a great part of his book is, on 
that account, too difficult for a beginjuer. I mighjt recom* 
mend other authors to you, as a courfe of elements ; for 
inftancc, you might read Mr. Thomas Simpfon's Geome- 
try, Aigebra> Trigonometry, and Fluxions; all which 
contain a great variety of good things* In his Geome- 
try he departs from Euclid without a fufficient reafon. 
However, you may read him after Dr. Robert Simfou*s 
Euclid^ or together with it, and 'take notice of what is 
ne^ in Thomas Simpfon. His Algebra you may joii^ 
with Clairaut ; and the rather that Clairaut has been fpar- 
ingof particular problem^, and has, beiides, oniitted fe* 
' verai ufeful applicadons of Algebra. jSimpfon's Fluxio^ 



* 
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may go hand in hind with rHopiul, MaclauriAi Carr<t 
mud BougainTillc. If you come to have a competent 

Icnowledgc of tlicfc nutliors, yon will be far adv»ncc(f| 
and you may proceed to tiic woiky of NewtoHi Cotc4f 
the BernottlU'a, Dr. Moivre» &Ci ai your inclination and 
time wilt permit. Sir Ifaae Newton's treatife oi the 
Qji.idraturc ofCurvca has been well com mental by Mr. 
htrwart, md i« of ill'clf a good iniHuitiuri of i'luxionfi. 
Strllaac't Algebra is commented In fevcral placea by Clai- 
iraut» and in more in Maclaurin'a Algebra ; and Newton'a 
famous IVmcipia arc explained by the Minimi yaemtn 
€1 U i^iur^ c;rncv.i, 4 V(;l'i. 410. C(jtcH h explained by 
Don WalmcUcyt in his^W^^ dts Mijufth ^c. Paris, 410. 
Yoo fee you may find worlc enough. But my paper bids 
me fubfcribc myfdi, d( .ir Sir, 



P. 5. But I rccollef>, a little hue, that the books \ 
hi?e mentioncdf excepting Newton's lVinuf>i», and th<^ 
aecafional problems in the ref^» treat only of the abOra^l 
parts of the Mfithem«eic» ; and you are, no<loubt, willmj; 
to look in'.o the cuucicie part)!), or what its callcil Mixeit 
Mathematics, and the l^hylico- mathematical Sciences* 
Of thefa ttie principal arc, mechanics, optics, and agro- 
nomy. As to the principles of mechnnics, M. d*Alem- 
bcrt hns vc4onimc'n(U*d M. Trabaud's V^'mdpesdu Ahuvi-^ 
fUMl it di i'Mqyflilfrf, to beginners ; and you cannot do 
better than to Audy this booic. In optics we have Dn 
Smith'i Complete Syftem, % vols. 410. I wifli though, 
we had a good innitullutiy lUoii and clear ; the Dudlor'n 
book entering into tuo grmt dctaih for beginners. ! I r)W- 
aver, you may confider his hrft book, or popular lVea« 
. fife, ik» un Indiiution, and you will from thence acqtitre 



LstCtlTti Sq^UABS. 

M«y7, 176a. 



Your moii obedient icrvant, 

Geo; Lewis Scott. 



a good 
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a good deal of knowledge. In aAronomy I recommend 
M* le Moamer*8 IifiiHUiim Afirommiques^ in 4to. Paris^ 
1746* It b a tnmflation fiom Keirs Aftronomtcal Lec* 

tures^ but \\\va conlkiciiiblc adLiitions. You fhould alfo 
tavc Caffiui's hUoisns (£ Jljlronomiey 2 vols. 410, As K> 
the phyiicul causes of the ceieflial motions^ after havlag 
yead Mac1aurin*s accoant of Sir I&ac Newto&*s pfailo&H 
phical Diicovciics,] and Dr. Pemhcrton's View of Sir 
lfaac*s PhUofophy, you may read the great author him- 
ielf,. with the comment. But if yon read MaclaonD's- 
Fltuiioas tfaxoughoot, you will find many points of Sir 
Ifaac';- vsliilolopliy well explained there. The theory of 
light and colours ibould be ftudied in Su Ifaac bimfelf, ui 
abe Englilb edition of lus Optics> 8¥0. there is a branch 
•f the optical Iciences which I have not mentioned, that 
is, Pcrfpcciivc. Dr. Brook Taylor's is the heft fy /iem> 
but his ftyle and cxj reifiou i$ embarrafled and obicure* 
iL^* Abb^ de la CaiUe has alio given a good tceatife of Per* 
jj^edive^ at the end of his Opi^ : tbefe are of ufe to 
painters ; but the tljcoiy of mathematical projeftion ia 
general is more extenlive, and has been weii treated of by 
#ld writers, Clavius,. AguiUooius^ Tacquet, and De 
Choles r and lately M. de la CaiUe has given a memoir 
among thofe of the Acad. Roy, dcs Sciences of Paris, armo 
1741* ^ cakul des proje&ions en general. This fubjed 
is neceifary £os the onderftai^diog of the theory of maps 
and planifpheres. Mathematicians have alfo applied 
their art to the theory of founds and mulic. Dr. Smith*^ 
HarmoQic^ is the principal book of the kind. 

Thus have I given you £bnie account of the principal 
elementary authors in the different branches of mathe- 
matical knowledge, and it were much to be vviQied that 
we had a complete ini^itution, or couric, of all theic things 
of a moderate iize» which might ierve as an introdu^Hon 
to all the good original authoic. \V uifius atteippted this ; 

hi^ 
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hv& ifitentioh iR^^kndsble, butbi^book is fo filllof •emrs 

•of the prefs, befides fome of his own, that I cannot l ecom- 
onend him to a beginner* He might be uled occ^lionalljr 
fdr the iignilication of terms^ and for many biftoiical fads 
relating to Biathematics ; and, befides^ siay be conlidcrQd 

as a colle<ior of problems, which is ufcful. 

BeQfies the books I liavc mentioned, it might be of uie 
to yott to have M« Montucla'^ IBftoiredes MatlkemaHques, 
in 4to. z Vols« You will there nnd a hitlory of the pxo^ 
grefs of the mathematical fciences, and fomc account of 
the principal authors relating to this iubje6>. 

I mentioned to you in converiation^ the fuperior ^kgaoce 
of the amlent method of demonftration. If you incline to 
examine tins point, after being well vcifed in Euclid, 
you may proceed to Dr. Simfon's Conic Sc6lions ; and 
^ to form an idea of the amient analylia of method of in* 
veftigating the foltttion of geometrical |>roblem8, read 
Euclid's Data, v/hich Dr. Sim ion will publifh, tKjgc- 
ther with his new edition of Jbuciid ; and then read lua 
Loci Pktni, in 4to. The elegance of the method of the 
ancients is confeflTed ; but it feems to require the rem^ai* 
biance of a great muUitnde of proporiLiuns, and in com* 
plicated problems it does not fecm probable that it can be 
extended fo far as the algebraic method. 

N^. XV. 

Edward Gibbon: Efjutr^ to Mrs* GiBBotr^ Benton. 

D£AIl MADAM, Paris, February the nth. 

YOU remember our agreement,— •fliort and fre<]4ieBe 
IcLtcii. The firft part of the treaty you have' no 
doubt of my obferving. I hink 1 ought not to leave you 
any of the fecond. A fr ^jtr 01 treaty : out d^fxnittYe 
one was figned here yefterday, and this morning the Duke 
©I Bridge water and Mr. Kcvalc went for Loudon with 
the news of it« The plcnipoiciuiarics iat up till tea 

o'clock ' 
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o'clock in the morning at the ambaiTador of Spam's balj^ 
and ilien went lo iign this treaty, which i^ktes the &te 
of JEoxope* 

Paiis, in moft refpc6^?, has fully anfwered my expec- 
tations. I have a number of very good acquaimance^ 
which iQcieafe every day ; for Qotfaijig is £> cafy as the 
making them heire. ' Inftead of complaining of the want 

ot them, I begin ahcady to think of making a choice. 
Next Sunday, for inf^ance, I have only three invitadons 
to dinner* Either in the houfes yon ate already acquaint* 
ed, yon meet with people who aflc you to come and fee 
them, or fome of your friends offer themfclves to intro- 
duce you. When I Ipeak of thefe conne^ons. I mean 
chiefly for dinner and the evening. Suppeis, as yet> I am 
pretty much a flranger to, and I fancy ftiall continue fo ; 
for Paris is. div ided into two fpecies, who have but little 
communicatioQ with each other. The one> who is chidiy 
conne^ed with the men of letters, dine very much at home, 
are glad to fee their friends, and pais the evenings till 
about nine, in agreeable and rational convcrfation. The 
Others are the moft faihionable, fup in numerous parties, 
and always play, or rather game; both before and after 
fupper. You may eaiily guefi which fort fuits me beft« 
Indeed, Madam, we may fay what we pleafe of the frivo- 
lity of the French, but I do allure you, that in a ibrtnight 
pafied at Paris, I have heard more conver&tion worth 
remembering, and feen more men of letters among die 
people of fafhion, than I had done in two or three winters 
in London. 

. Amongft my acquaintance I cannot help memionug M. 
Helvettus, the author bf the famous book TEfpriU I 

met him at dinner at Madame G^\ fli :n'5, where he took 
great notice of me, made me a viut next day, has ever 
fince treated me, not in a polite but a friendly manner. 
Befides being a fenlible man, an agreeable companion, 

ai^d 
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4tid the worthidi creature in tlie wodd, he iias a very pMrtf 

Vbife, an h unci red thou land livres a year, and one of tho 
bcft tables in Paris. The only thing i diflike in him is 
His great attachment to, and admiration for« • * % *^ 
whdfe charaAer is indeed at Paris beyond any thing yoa 

can conceivf. To the great civility of this foreigner, who ^ 
was not obliged to take the leaft notice of me, 1 muft juft 
teatraft the behaviour of 

N^, XVL 

Mr, GiBBOH io his Fat be 

D£AR Snti Pa&}8, JFebfuarya4, 176]. 

I RECEIVED yoar letter about twelve days after its 
date, owing, as I apprehend, to Mr. Foley's negli- 
gence. .My diredlion is, d Monjieur Mon/ieur Gibbon, 
Gektilhommt Angiois d PHoulde Londres, rue de Column 
hiety Fauxbcurg Su ChrmmnSy 4 Paris. You fee I am 
iiill in tliat part of the tovv/i ; and indeed from all the 
intelligence I could colle^l^ I law no reafon to change, 
cither on account of cheapneis or pleaiantneis. Madame 
Bontemsy Mrs. Mallet's friend» and a Marquis de Mira- 
beau, (I got acquainted with at her houfe,) have a£lcd zl 
very irieadly part; diough all their endeavours have only 
ferved to convince me that Paris is unavoidably a very 
dear place* I am forry to find my En^Iifh cloaths look 
very loreign. The French are now exceihvcly long-waift- 
ed. At preicnt we aie in mourning for the Bilhop of 
Liege» the king's uncle; and exped foon another of a 
Angular nature, for the old Pretender, who is very ill. 
They mouru iur him, not as a downed head, but as a 
relation of the king's. .1 am doubtful how the Engliili 
here will behave ; indeed we can have no difficulties, 
fince we need only follow the example of the Duke of 
Bedford. . 

1 have 
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I have now palled nearly a month in this place, and X 
cao fay with truth, that it has ajofweiced iny moii fanguioe 
expedadpns. The bniklingi of e?eiy kind^ the libraika^ 
the public diveHions, take up a great pan of my time; 
and I have akeady found feveral houfeSy where it is both 
tery eafy and agiceable to be acquimted* Lady Hexvejr's 
lecommeiKiation to Madame Geoftin was a aoft excdletot 
one. Her houfc is a very good one ; regular dinners there 
every Wednelday, and the b^ft company of Paris, in men 
of letters and people of iiiihton* It was at her houie I 
eonneded myfelf with Helvetius, who, firom his heart* 
Lis head, and his foitune, is a mofl valuable man. 

At his houfe I was introduced to the Baron d'01bach> 
who is a man of parts and fortane^ and has two dinnefs 
every week. The other houies I am known tn> are the 
Duchefsd'Aiguillon's, Madame la Comteffe de Fioulay's, 
Madame du Bocage, Madame Boyer, M. le Marquis de 
Mirabeau» and de Foueemagn* AU thefe people have 
their different merit; in ibmelmeet widi good dinners $ 
fn others, focicties for the evening ; and in all, good fenfe, 
entertainment, and civility ; which, as I have no favours 
to aiky or buiineis to tranliift with them^ is fofficient for 
me* Their men of letters are as affable and eommnnica^ 
tive as I expelled. My letters to them did me no harm, 
but were very little necefiary. My book had been of great 
fervice to mc, and the coftipliments I haye received upon 
it would make me infuffcrably vain, if I laid any ftrefs on 
• them. When I take nodce of the civiliues I have receive 
ed^ i muft take notice too of what I have feen of a con- 
trary behaviour. You know bow much I always built 
upon the Count de Caylus : lic lias not been of tlic leaft 
ufe to me. With great dif&culty I have feen him, and 
that is all. 1 do not, however> attribute his behavionr to 
pride, or diflike to me, bot folely to ^e man^s general 
oharaAer, which feems to be a very odd one. De la 

Motte« 
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MoOe, Mrs. Mallet's friend, has behaved very drily to 
tte> though X Ii%f0 diofid wkh imcc. Bntlcanfor* 
give him m gmi deal, in confidcndoii of hit hiring in« 
tioducrd nic to M. d'Augny (Mrs. Mallet's fon.) Her 
men arc generally ang^ or devila i but here I really 
think, without being very pfone to admiiation^ that (ho ^ 
has liud irery little too nuch of him. As fiur a» I eaft 

judge, he has ccitainly an uncommon degree of under- 
iiandiag and knowledge, and» I believe^ a great fund of 
)ioooiir and piobity* We are very much together^ and I 
think our indmacy ihems to be growing into a fiiendfhip* 
Next Sunday we go to Verfaillcs ; the king's guard is 
done by a dcMiCbmcnt horn Pari«» which is reeved every 
four days | and as he goes upon this command^ it is a 
very good occafion inr me to fee the palsce. I (hall not 
ncglci;t, at the l.nnc time, the opportunity of inloiming 
myielf of the i^rench difcipline. 

The gveat news at preiflftt is the arrival of a veryextra* 
ordinary perfim from the Ifle of France in the Baft In* 
dies. An obfcurc Frenchman, who was laicly coinc into 
the illandy being very ill, and given over, laid, that bc- 
fbft he died he muft difcharge his confeience of a great 
bttfden he had upon it» and declared to (everal people^ he 
was the accomplice of Damien, and the very perfon who held 
the holies* Unluckily tor him, the man recovered after this 
declaration^ was immediately knt priibner to Paris, and 
is jttft landed at Port rOrient* from whence he is daily ex* 
peded here, to unravel the whole my/le ry of that dark af- 
fair. Tins jlury (which at Hi ft was laa|;hcd at) has nowgained 
entire credit, and I apprehend muil befoundedon real lad* 

A tody of Miis Caryli's acquaintance hasdefired me to 

convey the inclofed letter to her. You will be fo good as 

to lend It over to Lady-holt. I liopc I need fay nothing 

of my fentiments towards our inends at Beriton, nor of 

my xcadinefs to c^wcute any of their commands heie« 

lam, dMiSiKj molt affediooately yours. 
Vol. I. a I* Gibmw. 
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N<^- xvn. 

JIfn Giaiojf U Mr* Holrqt^ ^ Ltaiume* 

DEAR HOLROYD» . BotOMSAN IttAli»i» May the i6ch. 17(4. 

HURRY of runn'mg about, ume taken up wit'i feeing 
places, dec. &c« are exceUent excufes ; but I 
fiincy you will gu€& that my lastneis and avejrlioA to writ- 
ing to my befl friend arc the real modvesj and lam afiraid 

you will have guflfcd right. 

l^c arc at this minute in a mofi magnificent palace, ia 
die middle of a vaft lake; ranging about futtes of looma 
vitboot a foul to imenrnpt us, and lecluded from the reft 
of the univcrlc. We fli ill lit down in a moment to fuppcr 
attended by all the Count's houfchold. This is the tine 
fide of the medal : tarn to the reverfe« We are got heie 
wet to the flcih ; we have trawled about Bne gardens whieh 
rain and fogs prevented our feeing; und if to-moiiow 
docs not hold up a little better, we fliall be in fome doubl 
whether we can iay we have leen thefe famous iflands* 
Guife fays yes, and I fay no. The Count is not here; we 
have our fupper fit m a p^ukiy hedge alehoufe, (e.xcufe 
the bull,) and the fei*vants have oflercd us beds in the pa- 
lace, purfuant to their maAer*s direAions* 

I haidly think you will like Turin 1 the court is old and 
dull ; and in that country every one follows the example 
of the court. The principal amufemcnt leems to be, 
driving about in your coach in the evening, and bowing, to 
the people you meet. If you go while the Royal Family 
ia there, you have the additional pleafure of flopping to 
falute them eveiy t me they pals. I had that advantage 
fifteen times one afternoon. \Ve were pie fented to a lady 
who keeps a public aflembly, and a very mournful one it 
is ; the few women that %o to it are each taken op by their 
CiCilbcu i and a puui l^ii^hiLBidu, wiio can neither talk 

f iedmomoia 
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PicUmoiitois nor play at Faro, ftands by himfelf without 
one of their haughty nobility doing him the honour of 
fpeaking to him. You muft not attribute this account to 
our not hairing Aatd long enough to form connections* It • 
is a general complaint of our countrymen, except of Lord 
* * who has been engaged for about two years in tlic 
iervicc of a lady^ whofe long nofe is her mod diftinguifh- 
ing fine feature. The moft fociable women I have me^ 
with arc the king's daugiiters. 1 chatted for about a (ju ait- 
er of an hour witii them, talked about Lauftnnc, and 
grew fo very free and eafy, tliat 1 drew my fnutf box^ 
rapped it, took fiiuff twice (a crime never known before 
in tfic* piclcacc chamber), and continued my dilluuiie ■ 
in my ufaal attitude of my body bent forwards, and my * 
fore finger firetched out*. As it might however have been ' 
difficult to keep up this acquaintance^ I chiefly employ my 
time in feeing places, which fully repaid me m pl'-af^i/c 
the trouble of my journey. What entertained mc the moft, 
was the mu&um and the ciudel. Tim firA is under the 
care of a M. Bartoli, who received u3» without any in- 
trodu6iion, in the politcft manner in t!ie world, and was 
of the grcatcfl fcrvicc to us, as I dare fay he will be to 
yott. The citadel is a ftupendous work i and when you 
bave feen the fubterraneous part of it, you will fcarcely 
think it polUble fuch a place can ever be taken. As it is 
however a regular one, it does not pique my curiofity fo 
much as thofe irregular fortiHcattons hewn out of jthe 
Alps, as Exiles, f eneftrelles* and the Brunette would 
have done, could we have fpared the time necelTary 
Our next ftage fiuta Turin has been Milan, where we 

• This attiniJc o'ui iucJ to he chjnf^erftlc of Mr Cihlion, T h** m pny 
Iniin the trontllficcc vt the Mr muin; i', t.^Wzn from the fij^iirc of Mr. (^iLilirj 
cut with fcifTiri! by Mrs. Drown tlu.ty yorj .lAcr llic d.itc of this letter. 1 he 
cxtraurdinary talent* of thiilujy have furn'llicJ .ii complete a lilccncfs of M r 
. Ciibbun, as tj p«r(ga> face, and muuicri u can be conceived j yet it w ai don 
in hik abitnce. a* * 

i i" 4 were 
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urere mere fpe^taton, as it ms not woith wbile to endet* 

voiir at forming connections for fo very few days. I think 
you. will be farpriicd at the great church, but infinitei/ 
moic fi> at die regiment of Baden, which is in the dudel. 
Sttch fteadinefi, faeh alertflre& in die men, and fucb 
ciL^iclncii in the uiTiccis, as exceeded all my expc6la"- 
tions. Next Friday I lhall fee the regiment reviewed by 
General Serbelioni* Perhaps I may write a particular 
letter about it. From Milan we proceed to Genoa, and 
thence to Florence. You ftare — But really we find it fo 
inconveaient to travel like mutes> and to lofe a number of 
ciirioits things for want of being able to affift our eyes with 
our tongues,' that we have re&med our original plan, and 
leave Venice for next yesf. I think I fhould adviie you 
to do the lame. 

The next momii^ vfras not fair^ but however we were 
able to take a view of the illands, whicb^ by the help of 

fome imagination, we conclude to be a very delightful, 
though nut an enchanted place. I would certainly advife 
yott to go there from Milan, which you may very well 
perform in a day and half. Upon our return, we found 
l,ord Tinley and Tome other Englifh in their way to Ve- 
- nice. We heard a melancholy piece of news from them : 
Byng died at Bologpa a few days ago of a fever. I am 
fure you will be all very forty to hear it. 

We expe^ a volume ui news from you in relation to Laa- 
fanne, and in particular to the alliance of the Duchefs 
with the Frog. Is it already concluded ? How does the 
bride ioc»k after her great revolution ? Fray embrace her 
and the adorable, if you can, in both our names ; and 
affure them^ as well as all the Spring^^ that we talk of 
them very often> but panicularly of a Sunday j and that 
we aie lb dilconfolate, that we have neither of us com* 

* The ibcicty sf yooaft ladies jpcmiaacd in the Masotn. 
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EDWARD GIBBON Elqaiyc 437 

■MCed ckiAeos as yet^ whatever wt may do at Ftorence. 
We have 'drank the Dache&'s healthy not feigetiun^ tha ' 

little woman on the top of Moutit Ccflis, in the middle 
of the Lago Maggiore^ ^c. &c* X exped fome agcounc 
of the iaid little woman. Who is my facceBbr ? t think 
* « o 41 had began to fupplaot me before I went. I 

€xpc6l your anfvver at Florence, and your perfon at K.pme ^ 
which the X>ord gira^t. Ai^cn* 

N^. XVIIL 

ft 

j|/r. Gibbon io Mr. Holro yPj ii/ Berlin* 

- m 

TXTHY did I not leave a letter for you at Marfcilles ? 

For a very plain leafon : bccaufe I did not go 
to Maxleilics* But, as you have mof\ judicioA^y added* 
why did not J fend one} HumpJ^. , town that near 
pluOes me a tittle. However, hearken to my hiftory^ 
After revolving a variety of plans, and fuiting tlicm at 
well as po&^ie to time and finances. Guiie and 1 91^ 
laft agceed to pais firom Venice to Lyoni^ iwim down 
the BJione, wheel loaad the finitfa of France, and em- 
bark at BoLudeaux. Alas ! At Lyons I received letter^ 
which convinced me that I Oifght no longer to deprive 
my country of one of her* greateft ornaments. Unwilr 
lingly I obeyed, left Gutfii to execute alone the remain*** 
der of our plan, patTed about ten delicious days at Pa- 
ns, ^nd arrived in England about the end of June. 
Gaife followed about ffro i^ontbs afierwatds, as I 
was informed by att epillle ftoi^ him, which, to bi| 
great aftonifhment, I iminediately anfwercd. You per- 
ceive there is ilill fome virtue amongft mci|. Extmpli ffa* 
l<4# your letter is dated. Vieona, prober lath, 1763 ; it 
made its appearance at Beriton, Wedneiday evening^ 
October the 29th. I am at t!iis prcfent wiiting, fitting » 

' in ^y library^ on Thuriday ||ii»rniiig» bayreefi th^ |)0ttf4 
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of twelve and one. I hive veatored to fitppofe jm 

ftill at Berllo ; if not, I prefume yon tike care 
that your letters Oiould iollow you. This ideal march 
to Boriitt is tiie Only one 1 can make at preiient. I am 
ttoder conmaiid ; and were I to talk of a tbiid &l!f 
as yet, I kfkow ibme certain people who would think ic 
juft as ridiculous as the third faUy of the renowned 
Don Quizoce. Ail I ever hoped for was, to be able to 
take the liekl ,ODoe m^prt, after lying quiet a conple of 
years. I am# own that yoor executing your tour in ib 
coajplete a aiaiiner gives me a liulc fclfifli . If I 

make a iummcr's eicape to Berlin, I cannot hope for 
the conpanion mattered myielf with* I am ibny how^ 
ever I have laid fb much; t>at as It is difficult to en- 
creafe your Honour's proper notions of your own perfec- 
tionsy I will e'en ict it ftand. Indeed I owed you iome- 
thing tot yoac account of the £uroiiiabla icoeptiim my 
book has met with. I fee there axe people of txtt 
at Vienna, and no longer wonder at your liking it. Since 
the court is fo agreeable, a thoiougb reformation xnuft 
haye taken place* The ftiftieis of the Aoftrian etaqnette, 
and the haughty magnificence of the Huaganan princes, 
muft have ^iven way to more civilized notions. You 
have (no doubt) informed yourfelf of the foices and re- 
venues of the empreis. I think j[ however unfafluooa^ 
bly) we always efteemed her. Have you loft or Improved 
that opinion. Princes, like pi61urcs to be admired, mud 
be fccn in their proper point of view, which is often a 
pretty dillant one* I am afraid you ynll had it peculi* 
arly fo at Berlin. 

I need not defire you to pay a moft niinute attention to 
the Auftrian and Pruflian clirciplinc. You have been bit 
by a mad ieijeant as well as myfeli ; and when we meet, 
we (hall run over eycry particular which we can approve* 
biame^ or imitate* ^ince ipy anival^ I haye afliimed th^ 

auguil 
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«tiguft charadler of Major, received returns, iiVucd orders^ 
&c« &c &c. I do not intend you Onll have the bonoiir 
of leriewing my troops next fiimuer. Three foonbs of 
- the men #U1 be lecniits s and doring my pilgrimage, di^ 
ciplinc fc eras to have been relaxed. But 1 iummon you to 
fulfil another engagement. Make mc a viiit next iuipme]:. 
You will lind here a bad hoaie» a pleaiant country in 
fummery ibme books, and very little Jlrange company. 
Such a plan of iilc lui two or tliree months mull, I iliould 
imagine, fait a nan who has been for as many ycara 
ikffttck £ropi one end of Kuvope to the other like a tennis^ 
ball*. At leaft I judge of you by myfelf* I always loved 
a quiet, fVudious, indolent life ; but never enjoyed the 
charms of it fo truly, as fince my return Irom an agreea- 
ble but fauguing courfe of motion and hurry. However i 
fliall Jiear of your arriya)» which can fcarcely be io foon 
as January 1766, and (hall prAably have the misfortune 
• of meeting you ifi tcwa ioon after. Wc may kttic 
a:iy plans for the eniuingcaiupaign, . ' 

Mn atundofiit (admire me^ this is the only fcrap of £h 
reign lingo I have imported into this epiftle— if you had 
fcen that of Guifc to mc !) let me tell you a piece of Lau- 

If 

lannc newst X^l^nette Qrand is married to Lieutenant- 
cokmel Frevot; Grand wrote to me ; and by the next 
poft I congratulated both father and daughter. There is 

cxaflnefs for you. 1 lie Curchod (MaUamc Nccker) I 
law ^t l^aris. She was very fond oi me, and the huf- 
baud particularly civil* Couid they infult me more a*uel* 
1y i AQc me every evening to fupper ; go to i>ed, and 
leave me alone with his wile— what an impculnctu iccu* 
rityi. it is making an old lover of mighty liule conicf 
^nence. She is as hanci^mc as ever^ and much genteet* 
<r ; ieems pleafcd with her fortune rather than proud 
of it. I was (perhaps indifcrectly enough) exalting 
I^lanctte d*Iilens's good luck and the iortui^* What foiK 

tun^ I 
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tune ? (M (he, with mm o( contempt) — not ^^bove 
twenty tbouiaDd livre5 a-year. I imiled, and fhe caug^ 
tierfelf isMiiauly. What am I ghnt n^ibtf ia de* 

^pifing twenty tiinrtaiid Htm a f w» firho STcar ago 
^ looked uponci^thuiidmlasthefttmmttof my w fh'^).'' 

I moft end this tedious krawl. Let me hear from you s 
J thtttk ( deienre iu BeUere ne^ Iter Hotoyd, iftaiiB 
fa •!! jfmr pietfcfffltt and feel all yr mlifaimi#t^ 
Bolton 1 J £iw it in the ticwfpaper. Is Ridley with yon 9 
I fu(pc£t not : bnt if he is, affure him I do not forget him 
dKNifh ikrdocs me* Adiea ; and beUtva me, moft af- 
accQQoaceij yomif 

XIX. 

DEAR HOLROYD, BriiTow, April a^, t/^j, 

IHAPPBNED to^oigbt Co ftnmbte upon a v«y odd 
piece of intelligence in the St. Jamet*t Cbromde ; ft 

iclatcd to tiir m,\u\^y,f of a certain Monficur Olroy*, for- 
merly Captain of Huirars. I do not kn^ ^/ liow it came 
into my bead that this Captain of Hufiars was not 
unknown to me, and that he might pofiibly be an 
acquaintance of youvs. If I am not miflakcii in my 
conje^ure^ pray give my compliments to him, and 
fell bim from me« that I am at leaft as well pkaied that 
he ts married as if I were fo myfelf. Afliire him, bowe« 
ver, ih'ii thouj»h n . a pLilofophn- I may prefer celibacy, 
yet as a pohtician 1 think it highly proper that the fpc- 
cies Ihoold be propagated by the ufual method ; aficire 
him even that I am convinced, tb^t if celibacy is cxpoled 
to fewrr mifcricn, marrinj^c can alone promifc real happi- 
ncij, ijnce domcftic enjoyments arc the fourcc of every 
<)ther giciqd« May fucb bappinelst which is beftowed on 

few. 
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"few, be given to him; the tianfient bleflings of beauty^ 
Md the more datable ones o££Eiitttii6^ §ood ioiit^ aodiiii 

letB eafilycoiieeive, and as eafity «t«ii& yoOf if ye% 

"have thought mighty little this vvioter of your poor ruiU* 
Gated fnend* I have been confin^ ever fince Qiriftfl^ai^ 
wlcaidnedbya ibcceiiin of - veiy larliadioly ^ctexsp^ \ 
laBna. I hid ieueitXj nriw^ it BeritiNi, where I fm>- 
pofed ftaying only about a fortnight, when a brother of 
Mss* Gibbon's died unexpetStedly, thouj^ a&er a vesf 
\mg asKl paiafiil iUneis. We vcve feiocely leoovttcd 
itooi the eonfiifioii which foch an event muft produce in a 
family, when my father was taken dangeroully Hi, and 
with fame intervaia has continued fo ever fixicc 1 caa 
affiiie 7cm» my dear Hohmyd, that the lame erent 
^>eafs in a very diffinrem light when the daofct Is ferions 
and immediate ; or when, in the gaiety of a tavern uia- 
xicr> we 2&tdL an infenhbility that would do us no grea^ 
licmoQr weie it real. My father la now much better ; 
but I have fince been aflasled by a levere ftroke<*-*the \ok 
of a friend. Yuu remember, perhaps an officer of our 
militia, whom I fometiioes ufcd to compare to yourfelfl 
Indeed the comparifbn would have done honour to any 
ene. Hia feeltnga were tender and noble, and he was 
always guided by them : his principles were juR and ^e- 
nei'ouSj and he a6led up to them. I (hall fay no more* 
and yott will excufe my having ii»id ib much, of a man 
with whom you were unacquainted ; bat my mind is juR 
now fo very full of him, that I cannot eafily talk, or 
even tiiink, of any thing clfe. If I know yoi; rightj yoa 
* will not be ofiended at my mokujs. 

What rather adds to my unealinelk. Is the neceffity 1 
am under of joining our militia the day after to-morrow. 
Though the lively hurry of fuch a fccne might comnbuto 
(Q4^yeit fiiy idcasy ya every circumdancc of it^ andtha 
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plice itfelf, (which was that of hi:, icli(ic-nccj will ^xre 
mc mmy a paintul moment. 1 know nothiog would bet- 
ter mSk my fpiritt thaa a vtlii 6dm you i the reqneft wuy 
appear iaiiftaicMiable» bat I tfatak I ha? « beard yea fpeak 
oi an uncle you had near Southampton. At all events, I 
Jiape you wiU inaicb a momeot to write to mc, and give 
aae fane aceouat of your prafaat (ifcuation and future de- 
figm* Aa you are now Attered» 1 flioald eipeS foa 
' wiU not be luch n hie ft ulnqm^y as you have been fincc 
your aitival in hngUnd. i Hay At Southamptoa irom the 
£rft to the tweaty^eightb of May» and then propofe 
making a (hart vifit to town : if yoa am any where In 
the neighbourhood of it» you may depend upon feeing 
me. I ihall then concert meafuics ibr i< cing a 
liulc more oi' you next winter, than I have lately done> 
aa I hope to take a pretty long fpell in torn* I ioppoHB 
Goife hat often fallen in your way : he has never once 
wiittcn to mr, nor I to Lim ; in t ie country we want mn- 
urials, and in London we want time* . X ought to recol- « 
ItiSt, that yoa even want time to read my unmeaning 
ImwL Believe* however my dear Hotroyd, that it \$ tho 
iiiicerc cxprelEoa oi ahcait eauiciy youis. 

NO. XX. 

Edw ari> Gibbon ^./^J. B. IIolb,oyv ^/q^ 

i 

DEAR. HOLROyD^ BttiTON> OAobcr t€, 1769. 

IKEC£IV£D your agreeable miiTive about two daya 
ago ; and am glad to iind that, after all your irrorsp 
you are at laft a (euled man* I do moft iincerely regret 

that it is not in my power to oi>cy your immediate lum- 
moos* Some very particular bufineis will not at picicnt 
permit me to be long abfcnt from Beriton. The iame 
bniineia v^ill carry me to town, about the fiath of ncatt 

• The mono of tbc n^muL calkd Roral JFucciUm is wlucb Mjr.Hokofd 
bccD Ciftafai* 

{uonUif 
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OMth, for {6m» days. On my rttarn, I do ttkMy hop« 

and intend tu lluiiu youi calUc bciuic Chriftmas, us 1 [ire* 
iumc you, will hardly remove iooner. 1 iliouid be glad 
t» mttt CambiidgQ 1 but tbe pkib difti of frteadihip wiii 
«ftlbfy nie» widiout tht iiMlbning of Attic wit. Do you 
know any thing of Guife ? Have you no inclinatu)ii tu 
look at the Kuiliaos ? We have a bed at youi* krvice* 
■ fVi. 

Pitfent my finom refpe6b to thofe who ait dear to you ; 

believe me^ ihcy arc io to me. 

N^. XXI. 

mf\Jl HOLROVDi Pm r. Mai I , D«c. tj, 176^ 

C 0M£ d«mon« the enemy of friendfhip^ feems to have 
determined that we '(hall not meet at Sheffield -Place. 

I was fully rdolvcd to m.ikc amends for my hzy fcmplcs, 
and to dine witli you to-morrow ; when I received a let- 
ter thia day (torn my father^ which irreHftibly drawa me 
to Beriton for ' about ten days. The aho¥e*menttoned 

darmon, though he may defer my projci^li, lhall not 
however dlfappoint them. Since you intend to pafs 
the winter in retirement^ it will be a far greatre compli- 
ment to quit adive, gay, political London, than ttte 
drowf/ dd'art London of the holidays. But I rclia^K 
What is both plcaiing and fmccrej is above that proAi- 
luted word coai/£iyt#fii« Believe me. 

Moft iincerely yours. 
A frofos, I iurgut the compliments of the fcafoni^c* &C« 

NP. XXII. 

Tbi S^fme to ihf Sam9n 

DEAR UOLRQYO, f OAober. 6, 1771, 

T SIT down to anfwer your cpiftlcj after taking a very 
^ plc^fant ride.— A ride 1 and upon what ?— 'Upon a 

hwiic.*-- 
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hrtSt.^tm Kf I don W htm git adioU ilMte fWMf^ 
and ittfefid to iwew the kof; forfotten pnfiice of equitt- 

tiofi> as it was known in the world before the ft*cond of 
JiixK of t le year of our Lord one tbooftad ieven hu%» 
4ftd and SuLtf^^bnc* As I oM to lenfan af^inft lidu^ 
4b I CM now argue fiff it; and indeed the prindpnl ufe I 
know in human realon is, when called upon, to furniOl 
arguments for what wc have an itKiioaaoa to do- 

What do you mean by piefanung. to aflfarm, tbat I am 
of no uie heie? Farmer Gibbonof noula^ Zs^ nwal I 
fold all my hops, and I hclieve well, at nine guineas a 
hundied, to a very relponlibie man. Some people thiok 
I might have got moie at Weyhill Fair> bat that would 
llave been an additional expcnee» and a great uneertainty* 

OuL- qiiaiuuy lias diiappointCLl iis very much; hut I thmk» 
that beiides hops for the family, there will not be Icia 
than $ooL ;«*ono emitemptible fum off thirteen imall aciea* 
and Iwoof them planted laftyear onty. This wuk I let a 

lir.le farm in Pctersfield by aucfion, and propofc raifing 
k from to ^5!, fer awmm ; and Farmer Gibboa of na 
nfei • 

To be ibbus ; I have but one xeafon fot refilling your 

invitation and my own wifbes ; that is, Mrs. Gibbon I left 
nearly alone all iail winter, and fiiali do the fame this* 
She fubmits very cheecfuUy to that i^ate of folitude ; but« , 
on fennding her, I am conviii^ that fhe would think it. 
unkind were I to leave her at prefent, I know you fo 
well, that I am fureyou wiU acquiefce in this leafon ; 
and let me ma:ke my next vUit to Sheffield-Plaee firom 
ifim, which i think may be a little befi>re Chriftmas, 
I fhould like to hear Ibmetbing of the predfe time, du« 
ration, and extent of your mteaded tpur lAtp jbuffka. 
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NO. XXIIL 

r 

« MOST RESPBCTABLB SOUTH SAZON« BBaiTON»Nov.tS| 1771. 

T|T would ill become me to reproach a dilatory corref- 

pondent ; tuiait Gracchos <U jediiiom qturenUs f 
cfpeciftUy when that correfpoodent bad given me hopes 
of undeitaking a very ttoublelbnie expedidon ibr my 
fole advaiuage. Yet thus much 1 may fay, that I am 
obliged very iboato go to town upoa other buiiaeis, whicb^ 
in thai hope* I have hitherto deferred* If by next Sunday 
I have no anfwer» or if I hear that your joamey to Den* 

ham is put ulf ftne die, or to a long day, 1 Ilia 11 on Mon- 
daf ict oti lor London, and wait your future will with 
Jmitk^ kpfi, md ch4uri^» Adieu* 

XXIV. 

£i>wARi> Gibbon Jo HjNi Bakxr Roukoyd E/g. 

Shefliekl-JPlace. 

DEAR HOLROVD, * Lonoom^ tjju 

n^HE fttdden ehange from the Ibbiieiy of Shefieki*. 
*** Place to the trregalaridea of ^tt town» and to the 

^A'icked company ol Will:)raham, Clarke, Oainc], ^c. 

having deranged me a good deal» 1 am forced to empioy 
one of my iecreuriea to acquaint you with a piece of 
news I know nothing about myielf. It is eertain, ibme 

CXtraontiiiai y intelligence is nniv^d 0ns morning from 
Denmark, and as ceixain that the levee was iuddcnly pre- 
vented by it* The particulars of that intelUgenct are va^ 
rlottfly and obfcurely told* It is faid, that the king had 
raifcd a little phyfician to the rank of mlnifter and Gany- 
mede i fuch a mad admini^iation had lb diiguiled all the 

nobiiityt 
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iiobil r\ , tliat the fleet and army haJ rofe, and (hut up the 
king in kis palace. 1^ i^t;/.t ft trtMue melee la dedAns ; 
it b reported that (he is confiaed, but whether in confe- 
<|iienee of the infiimAioOy or fbme other caufe, is not 

agreed. Suc!\ is the rougli tl rale of an allair that nobody 
yet imdciaands. Mmbraffez dc ma fart Madam, et U refit 
k ckm familU. Gi bb cm. 

Etflus ^dKfi^WltBRABAM^ SeC» 

N<^. XXV. 

Edwarb Gibbon J^. u J. Holbotd £fq. 

Bool>ti*t> 10 o*clock» Monday night, Feb. 3, 1773. 

I LOVE, honour, and refpe^^ every member of Shef- 
iicld-Phice ; eren my great enemy * Datch^ to whom you 
will pleafe to convey my fincere wifiies, that no JimpUieM 
may wait on him at dinner, that iiis wife papa ma/ not 
{how him any pi&urcs, and that his much wifer mamma 
may chain him hand and foot, in diieS comradidioa to 
Magna Charta and the bill of rights. 

It is difficult to write news, becaufe there is none. Par- 
liament IS perfeQIy quiet ^ and I think that Bane, wlio 
is juft now playing at whiA in the loom^ will not have 
exercife of the lungs^ except* perhaps, on a meflage 
much talked of, and foon expected, to recommend it to 
the wifdom of the Houfe of commons to provide a pro- 
per future remedy againft the impi-oper mamages of the 
younger branches of the Royal Family. The noife of 
• • * * 18 fubfided, but there was fomc foandation for 
« * * » •»3 expences in his bold enterprize were 
yet unpaid by government. The hero threatened* aflumcd 
the patriot, received a fop, and again funk into the cour- 
tier. As to Denmark, it ieems now that the king, who 
was totally unfit for government, has only paiicd ironi 
the hands of his\quecn wife, to thofe of has queen mo- 

tha^iA'law* 
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thlt>-itt*^law« * * « « is fald to have indulfed a very v§§m 
lafle lA her amoun* She would not be admitted into tbe 

Pantheon, whence the gmtUihtn pro^etoi s, exclude all 
beauty, unlefs unfpottcd and immaculate (tautology by 
the bye). The gentiimen proprieiorsy on the other haadU 
^re friend* and palmiis of the leopaid benutiea- AAwt^ 
tiling challenges have paffed between the two great-ftAi* 
©liS, and a blocjdy [)aule is cxpcded Wcdncfday night. 
A prop9Sf the i'aQtiicon, in point oi ennui and magnih- 
cence> » the wonder of the eighteenth oentuiy and ot the 
BritUh empire. Adiea* 

N^. XXVL 

Tki Sam to tke Sam* 

Bo«BLB*t» Srtnnltj night» Feb. St ifyt. 

•TpHOUGH it is very late and the bell tells me that I 
^ have not above ten minutes ieit, I employ them witb 
pleaiiixe in congratulating you on the late vi^br/ of our 
dear mamma the Church of England* She had M 
Thuriday kventy-one rebellious fons, who pretendeti to 
iet afidc her will on account of iafanity ; but two hun- 
dred and feventeen wordiy champions » headed bfLoid 
North, Bnrke, Hans Stanley, Charles Fox, Godiref 
Clarke, &c. &:q* &c. though they allowed the thirty-nine 
claufes of her tcftamcnt were abfurd and umcaioaabl^ 
ittp^ited the validity of it with inBalte hunonr* By 
the bye, prepared himfelf for that holy 

war, by psfling twenty-two houra in tlic pious excrcile of 
hazard; his devotions coll liim only about 500L fer 
hour — in all i . ocoU * < • ♦ loft 5000U This i» 
fiom the bell authority. I hear too, but will not wairant 
it, that • * ♦ by way of paying his court to* • * *, 
has loft t!iis winter iz,?ojI. Mow I long to be ruined ? 

Thcrt* aic two county contcOs, Sir Thomas iigcrton and 
Colonel Townley in JUancalhire» after the county ha^ £»£ 
iometime gone a^bc^^ - Salopi Sir Watkio, fvp- 

ported 
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. poittd by Lord Goiirer» happened hf a panfiiUo to dUb* 
bMf< Loid Cmmi, who t6ld uf Itll iilgM* thftt be bid not 

quite 9000I. a-ycarin that county, aiui who has fct up 

Pigot agaioft him. You may fuppole we all wiih for Got 
Anightf agiUift that black deviU 
I am fony your jomne^ it- defened. CompHiiieiits to 

I>atch. As he is row in durance, great minds forgive 
ciicir enemies, and i iiopc he may be xekaied by tfai» tine* 

Co»iiig» Sir* Adieu. 

You fte the Ftincefi of W. la gone. Hana Siatilcy 

&y8, it is believed the limprci^ C^ccn haa taken the imk^ 
journey. 

NO. XXVU. 

£dvv AKi> Gibbon Efq* toj* B* Hox»aoY2> 

DEAR HOLROyD» Lonoom^ Fcl». ij, ijji, 

^T^HB papeva and plana airivad &fe in tOMwm laft 9igbt» 
^ and will be in your handa in dieir intaA vtT^n 4hK0 

'in a day or iwo. CoaliUci' them at Icifurc, ii t!i;u word 
u known in the rural life. Unite, divide, but (above aU) 
naji^ Bring them to London with youi I wait your or- 
dera ; nor (hall I, for fear of tumbling, take a ling|e At p 
till your ;ii lival, which, on many accouiiUi, 1 hope wiU 
not be long dciciTcd» 

Ckiuda ftili hover over the horizon of Denmark* The 
public circumftancea of the molution are related, and, I 
• undciihndj very cxac*ly in the foreign piij)ri:s^ The fecret 
iprings of it Aill remain unknown. Tiic town indeed iccms 
at prefent quite tired of the f ubjeA. The Frinceia*a deaths 
ber chara&r,. and what (he left, engroft the converfation. 
'She died wlihout a will; and as her favings were j;enc- 
rally dUpoled ol in chaiity, the fmall remains ui her 
paribaal fortune will naka a triiUng obje^ when divided 
among her children. Her favourite the Priaee& of B. 
very propcily infiAcd on the king'9 immediately fcaling 

up 

« 

a 
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mp lU the papeivy to fecure her from the idle reports 
wtick woM £o mdaXf Imiloivitd bjr tbefmt £Bg&ifli 
mumlUt. The baSmb of Loid tad Udy « « « • « 

U finally compromired, by the arbitration of the Chna- 
cciiorand X^urd He girci her laool. a-yeac 

isptrite nainciiiaiiqi^ aad isool. to ftft out witht tom 
atiiif MyftiipUnoMrmttewfiiee, her faulbiBcly who hie 

already beftowed on the public fcvcnty young beauties, 
has conceived a viulcnt but ))upclci;i paflinn for iiis rlnfte 

• ••♦eo%#« Loifj Chefteffield is dying. GoMntf 
eppofidoBi fubfide* Adieu. 

N^. xxvm. 

The Same to ihs Same. 

DEAR HOLROYDy M sx> x;;!. 

^ O # 

XlOWEVER, notwitlillanding my indignation, I will 
employ hve mioutes in telling you two or three recent pie- 
ces of news* 

I. Charles Fox Is commsiieed patriot* and is already 

atLcmpting tu proiiuiincc the woids, couHtfy, liberty, corrupt 
tiBHp &c*; with what fucccis, time will di icovcr. Ycdcr- 
dey he xefigned the admtraky* The ftory is» that he 
could not prerail on mintftry to join with him in his in- 
tended icpcd of the marriage a£t, (a favourite iiicafurc of 
his father, who oppolcd it from its origin,) and that Char- 

las veiy judiciouflx thought X^rd HolUnd's frieadfhip im«* 
ported him more than Lord North's. 

2* YeftcRlay the miniagc inrlVagc came to both Iloulca 
oi Parliament. You will Icc the words of it in the pa- 
pars : and| thanks to the fubmilfive piety of this ieiiioo* 

U is hoped that 

Voti* L » O J* To 
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' 3« To day the Houie of Commoos was employed ia a 
nry odd way. Tommy Townflifiid oio?ed« that the 
iermon of Dr. Ktio«dl» who preached befoie tfa« Hoofe 

oa th" 30th of January, ( id ejfy before the Speaker and 
four members,) fhould be burnt by tiie common bangman, 
tseomatniiigarknanry, tory^ bigb-flown do6briiics« The 
Boufe was wu^ly agreeing to the motion, oil they recol* 
le6^ed ilm tbcy had already thanked the Preacher for his 
excellent difcourfc, and ordered it to be primed. KnowclJ's 
bookfeller U much obliged to the Right Honourable 
Tommy Townfliend. 

When do you come to town ? I want money, and am 
tired of kicking to the earth by io many roots. EmbruJJ^s 
di ma fait, &c. Adieu 

• Ever yours. 

N^. XXIX. 

Edward Gsiboiv J^im to Mrs. Gibbon^ Beritoa* 

D£AK MAUAM> London, March 11, 177a. 

T HAVE advanced wiih fome care and ibme fucceis in 

p,':iiinig an idea of the Lcnborough eftate. The tenants 
are at will, andj from a comparifon of my rents with tiie 
neighbouring one9> particularly Lord * ^ ^ %theieis 
great piobability that my eftate is much under>let. My 
friend Holroyd, who is a Iboft invaluable counfellor, is 
i^rongly of that opinion. Sir « • ♦ • ♦ • is juft come 
home. I am forry to fee many alterations, and little im* 
provement- From an honeft irild £ngUfli buck, he is 
grown a fhilofopher. Lord • • • ♦ difpleafcs every 
body by the affectation of confequcncc: the young baronet 
difgufls no lefs by the afie<Statioa of wifdom. He fpeaks 
in fiiort fentencesy quotes Montagne, feldom {miles, ne- 
ver laughs, drinks onlymter, profefles to command his 
pafl&ons, and intends to marry in five months. The two 

lords. 
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lordsi his uncle« as well as * * *^ attempt to ihew 
bim^ that fiich behavioar^ even were it reaibnable* does 
notfuit this countnr. He remains incoTrigible, and is ' 

every day lofing ground in the good opinion of the public, 
%v hich at his firft arrival ran flrongly in his favour. 
- Deyverdun is probably.on his journey towards England^ 
bttt is not yet come. 

I am, dear Madam, Sec. <Scc. &c* 

N«. XXX. 

£i>wAB n Gibbon Efi^mri $0 ]. B. Hoi.rotp Efptin* 

DEAR HOLROYD, Pall -Mail, May a6, 177*. 

^ WISH you iiyed nearer, or even that you could pa& 
a week at Benton. When (hall you be at Richmond, 

or would there be any ufe in my going down to Sheffield 

for a day or two ? In you alone I put my truft, and 

without you I ihould be perplexed, difconraged, and 

frightened ; feraot a fingle filh has yet bit at the LenboL 

rough bait. 

I dined the other day with Mr* Way at Boodle's. He 
told me, that he was juft going down to Sheffield Place. 
As he has probably unladen all the politics, and Mrs* 

Way all the fcandal of the town, I Hiall for the prefent only 
iatisfy myfeif with the needful ; among which I fhall 
always recicoa my finccre compliments to Madame, and 
myi^ofinuid lefpefis for Mr» Batch. 

I am, dear H. 
Truly yours. 

It is confidendy afierted that the Emperor and King of 
Pruffia are to run for very deep ftakes over the Polifh 
courfe. if the news be true, T back Auibria againft the * 
aged horfe, provided little Laudohn rides the match. 
Cxoihng and joAling allQwed. 

2Gz 
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N^. XXXI. 



Sawar» Gibbon £Jfpan to Mrs. UoLKoT»f iSMir* 

MADAM» Joly the i7tb, r77i- 

THERE i* not any rrent which could have af cAed ave 
with greater furprtfe atid deeper cotcera^ thav the 

news ill lall night's paper, of the dc?»th of our poor little 
amiable friend Mafter Holroyd, wham I loTed, not only 
foe hia paieMs* £ike« bat for his own. Should the newa 
be troe, (for even yet I indulge fome faint hopea, what 
mufi be the diftrefe of our fnelida at Sheffield ! f fo 
truly fympathifc with them, that I know not how to write 
to Holroyd ; but muft beg to be infottted of the ^te of 
die family by a line firom yoa. ] have feme company «n4 . 
bufmeft heff , but would gladly quit thcfn, If I h»d the 
leaft rcaiou to tiiiiik that my pi-efcnce at Sheffield would 
afford comfort or fatisladlion to the man in the world 
whomllove and efteem inoft« lanMadaiB^ your noH 
obedient hiinible Servant, fte* 

N<>; XXXII. 

£]>WARi> Gibbon Mfqmn 19 J. B. Houot» Zfymn. 

MY DEAR HOLROYD, Bit rroN, julj tin jotli, 1771, 

TT was my intention to fet oiit for Sheffield as fuon as I 
^ received your affe6ling letter, and I hoped to have 
been \\ itii you as to-day ; but walking vrry carelefsly yef- 
ferday mam ing, I fell down, and put out a fmall bone in 
aty ancle. I am now under the Surgeon's hands, but 
think, and moft earneftly hope, that this little accident 
will not delay mv journey longer than the middle of next 
week. I Iharc, and wilh i could alleviate, your feelings. 
I beg to be remembered to Mra, Holroyd. I am^ my 
dear Holroydj moA truly yours. 
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£i>wARi> Gi£BON Efyuire to Mn» GlBBOKy Beritonj 

T SET out at lix yeftcrday morning from Uppark, and 
taBrighdtielmitone about two ; a very thin fcafon, 
emy body gone to Spa. la the evening I reached tibia 
place* ' My Oriend appears, as he ever . will, in a light 
tKuly re{"pc(^lablc ; concealing the moft exquifite fufferings 
ub44C the fhow of CQmpofure, and even cheerfulneis^ and 
mifcempUlig^ though .with little facceiSft to confirm the 
vqahcr mmd of hit partner. I find, my friend exprefiTea 
mwch uneafincfs at the idea of my leaving him 
again foon, that I caniiot refufe to pafs the month Iiere. 
if Mr. Scott, 3s I ftippofe, is at Beiiton, be ha^ himfelf 
too higb a fenfe of friendihtp not to excufe my negte6ling 
him. I had fome hopes of engaging Mr. and Mrs. Hol- 
royd to make an cxcuriion to Portfmouth, Ifleof Wight, " 
Southampton, in which cafe they would fpend a few 
daya at Beitton« A fodden refblution was taken laft 
night til {avour of the tour. We fet.out, Mr. and Mrs. 
Holroydy Mr. Fauquier, and myfell', next ThuiTJay^ 
and {hall dine at Beriton the following day^ and flay there, 
moft pcoAxibly, three or four days. A farni*hou£e, without 
either cook or houfe*keeper, will aflbrd but indifferent en* 
tertainment ; but we muft exert ^ and they mult excufe, 
Oui tom'WiilU^ about a fortnight; after whicii my iiiend 
pvelKea me to return with him, and in his present fituatioA 
I Oiall be atn lo& how to refufe him. 

X am, iicai M^dutn, (S^q. <S^p^ 
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N«. XXXIV. 

* 

Dr» HoR» {mw Bijhop of Worcefier) /# Mr« Gibbon* 

SIR* TiVBCAtTOMy Aaiiift »9Cb« 177s. 

YOUR very elegant letter on the antiquity and authen- 
ticity of tlie Book of Daniel^ (juft now received^) 
finds me here^ if not without lelfurCf yet without books, 
and thci<dbre in no condition to enter far into the depths 
of this controvcily ; wliich indeed is the lefs neccfiary, 
as every thing that relates to the itibje6) will come of 
courfe to be conHdered by my learned fuceeflbrs in the 
new ledure. For as the prophecies of Daniel make an 

important link jn that chain, zchich, as you fay, has heen 
Jet down from himfM to forth, (but not by the aut/jor of 
the late icraons^ who brooght into view only what be 
bad not invented,) the grounds on which their authority 
refls without (louht, be carefully cxamincil, and^ as 
I fuppolc, hrmiy ciiablUhcd. ^ 

But in the mean time^ ^ncl to make at leaft fome fmall 
return for the civility of yotur addreis to me, I beg leave 
to trouble you with two or three Oioit remarks, fuch as 
occur to me on reading your letter. 

Your main difficulties are thefc two : I. That the au- 
thor of the book of Daniel is too clear for a j^rophrt ; as 
appears from his prediction of the I'crliari and Mncedo- 
nian affairs: and, 2* too ia()uIous for a contemporary 
biftorian ; aa is eyidenty you fuppofcj from his miAakes^ 
particularly in tlte (ixth chapter^ 

(. 'lh'2 firft of thcfc difliCuUiei is an extraordinary one. 
For why may not prophecy, if the infpircr think fit, be 

as clear as biAory ? Scriptufal prophecy^ whence your idea 

of 
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of its obfevritf is talceii« is oecmfimaUy thus elear, I me«a 

after the event ; and Daniel's prophecy of the revolutions 
in the Grecian empire, would have been obfcure enough 
to Poiphyiy blmielf beibic it. 

Bat your opinion, after all, when you come to explain 
yourfelf, really is, as one (hould expe(^, tiiat, as a 
prophet, Daniel is not clear enough ; lor you enforce the 
old obje6^ion of Porphyry, by obfeiviAg, that where 4 
pretended prophecy is clear to a ce|:tain point of time, 
and afterwards obfcure and (hadowy, there common fenfo 
leads one to conclude that the authoi* of it an impof- 
tor. 

This reaibning is piaufible, but not conclu(ive» unleft 
it be taken for granted, that a prophecy muft, in all its 

paio, be ci|ually clear and piecife : whereas, on the i up- 
pofition of real infpiration, it may be tit, I mean it may 
fuit with the views of the infpirer, to predid fome things 
with more perfptculty, and in terms more obvioufly and 
diredlly applicable to the events in which they were fulfil- 
led, than others. But further, this reaioaiag, whatever 
force it may h^ve, has no place here , at leaft you evi- 
dently beg the queftion when you uige it ; becaufe the 
perfons you difpute agalnf^ maintain, that the fubfequenc 
prophecies of Daniel are equally diftin^l with thoic pre- 
ceding ones concerning the Periian and Macedonian emr 
pites, at ieail fo much of them as they talce to have been 
fulfilled ; and that to judge of the 1^, we mult wait for 
the conclufion of them. 

However, you admit that the iufpicion arifing from the 
deareft prophecy may be removed by direA poiitive evi^ 
denoe that it was compoled before the event. But then 
you carry your notions of that evidence vciy iar, when 
you require, that the exigence of fuch a prophecy, 

prior to its accomplifhmem, iliould be proved by the 
*^ Unowicdgc of its bein^ generally difTufed amongfl ai| 

** enlightened 
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^ cnflgbleiied mtion ^rel4mis t» thai |nitrf^ anite 

^ public cxiflrncc aueilcd by aa unbiokeo cbaia oi aa« 
•* thcntic writers." , 

What yom bete cUim as a mattar of i^^^ ii^ vMtoua 
qneftion, very definble, but flioakly I ibink, ba a e ccy iid » 

if it be c'lvcn at all, as a matter o\' favour. For what you 
dcfcnbc IS the utoioit evidence that the cafe admits : but 
wbat ^ght have we in tbis, or any otber fubjed wbatMr 
of nafttial or revealed leHglon^ to tbe utmoft evidance t 
Is it not enough that the evidence be fufficient to induce a 
reafonable aiTent ? and is not that aifent reafonabla, 
which ia given to real evidence, though of an ii^ior 
kind, wben tincontroUed hf any greater } And fiicb evi* 
dence we clearly have for the authenticity of the book of 
Daniel, in the reception of it by the Jewifh nadon down 
to the time of Jefus, whofe appeal to it fappofea and im« 
plies that xeception to have been conftant andgcMials 
not to obferve» that the teHimony of Jefos is foi^icf 
ported by all the conlitlri ation>i Lint are alleged for his 
own divine charadtcr* To this evidence, which is pofi- 
tive fo far as it goes, yon have nothing to oippoie but 
furmife and conjedures ; that ?s, nothing that defema 

to be callrd evidence. Bui 1 doubf, Sir, you take for 
granted that the claim of infpiration is never to be allow- 
ed, fb long as thefe is a poffibility of fttppofing tbai ii 
was not given. 

1. In the fecond divifion of your letter, which is 
longer, and more elaborate, than the firft, you endea- 
vour to (hew tbat the htfitmcal part of tbe book of l>a~ 
niel, chiefly that of the fixth chapter, is falle and fab«» 
lous, and as fuch, confutes and overthrows the fr§fhetiuU* 
Wiiat you advance on this head, is contained umier^/(«# 
articles : 

!• Yott 
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1* Vo« dunk k tcaoge ihaiDiaklft or aagr Qtbcr mia^ 
flieuki bt froMoM to nbcanoBkc^ 8mu^ Jor his JUd 

i» divtiuition* 

Jtittt licre^ tiii^ you forget that Joiieph was thus pro* 
»i yd far tlie ikme reaibo. Or> if yoa objeA to ihis in- 
teioe, whatflMMiM hinder the promotkm either ef Jofepli 

or Daniel, (when iheir fkill in divination had once 
brought them to the notice and favour ot their fove- 
t«tgft>} &rwb«t yott call nurshMHum ^cc§mfiifimiia$^ 
Foe fiicb aflTuredly both thcfe great men poOreffibd^ if M 
niay believe the plain part ol then ftuiy, vvhicii afferu of 
Joieph* aad indeed proves, that he was in no commoa 
' degree ^iifimi md wifoi and of Daaielf that sMctlkni 
fpirit wi fot mi im Mm $ Bay^ x\mXk$h§dkmmlcdgi ondJkiB 
in all ieariiiug and wijdomy over and above his under llandin^ 
in all vijioHs md dreams. In ihort. Sir, though priacca 
of old alf hi not make it a tule to chufe their nunifteis 
out of ihotr iboihiayersy yet neither would their being 
feothfayera, if they were otherwife well accompliflicd, 
|Ktvcot them from being miniiiers. Juft as in modern 
time^ though churchmen have not ofien^ I will Aippole, 
baem made oSoeia of ftate, even by bigptted princes* 
bceaufe they were churchmen ; yet neither have they been 
always excluded from ferving in thofc ftations when they 
have been ibuod eminently qualified for thtm« 

z. Your next exception is, that a combinarion could 
fcarce have been formed in the court of Babylon againft 
the favourite inini{ler, (tiiough iucii fa&ions are common 
in other courts,) becaufc the courtiers of Darius mvfi 
Am M^fnkntdui ikttitht fiffiy €f Jkmhi would sffinru4 
bf a miracmkut imterpjkim ; of winch they had feen a re- 
cent inltancc. And here, bii, you expatiate with a liulc 
too much complacency on the Hrangc inditference which 
Iheandenl wodd (bew^ to the gi$ miradea- You do 
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not, I dare fay, cxpcft a ferious anfwer to this charge ; 
or if you do, it may be enough to oblcrvc, what 1 am 
fare your own reading and experience muft hare ren d er e d 
^CTf familiar to yon, that the ftrongeft belief, or coavic- 
tion of t6e mind, perpetually gives way to tlie tttflantedl 
felfilTi pafHons; and that, when men have any fcheme of 
intecedor revenge much at heart, they are not reftraiaed 
fiom pnrftting it, though the fcafibld and the axe ftand 
before them in full view, and have perhaps been ftreaming 
but the day before with the blood of other ftate-criminab. 
I afk not, whether miracles have ever ^c?Mai/r cxifted, but 
whether you do not think that multitudes have been hrmly 
ferfusdid of their exiftence ; and yet their indifference 
about tlicm, is a fact -.vhich I readily concede to. 

Your third criticifm is dire^ed againft what is faid of 
tk€ km of the Medes mid l^trfianf^ iht^i it allgretk nei }• 
where I find nothing to 'admire, but the extreme rigour 
of Afiatic defpotifm. For I confider this irrevocability 
of the law, when once promulgated hy the fovereign, not 
as contrived to be a check on his wili, but rather to (hew 
the tneiiftible and fatal coiirfe of it. And this iden was 
f«i much cherifhed by the defpoti of Perfia, that, rather 
than revoke the iaiquiious law, obtained by furprize, 
for exterminating the Jews, Aiiafuerus took the part, as 
we read in the book of EfthcT;, (and as Baron Monle^ 
quieu, I remember, obfervcs,) to permit the Jews to de* 
fend thcinfcUes againft the execution of it ; whence wc 
iee how coofii^ent thi& law is with the determination thct 
judges, quoted by you from Herodotus, that it was 

lawful for the king to do whatever he pkqfifd/* .for we 
irncl' iiicind that he did not pleaic tiiat Liiin law, whcaoaco 
declaied by him, fljould be altered. T 

You add under this head, May I not aifert that the 

Greek writers, wlio have' £> copioufly -ueatcd of the 
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^ tSkm of Perils, have not left us the fmalleft veftige of 

*• a vcftraint, eqiiallv injurious to the monarch and pic- 
*^ judicial to the people." I have not the Greek wiiters 
by me to confuhy but a- common book I chance to have at 
hand refers me to one fueh veftige, in a very eminent Greek; 

hiftoiian, Diodovus Siculus. Lozvth^s Comment, in -Joe, 

4. A fourth objedion to tlie hiiioric truth of the book 
of Daniel is taken» with more plauilbilityt from the mat- 
ter of this law» wbtcb» as you truly obferve, was very 
range for the king's counrcUor to advife, aad iui au/ 
defpot whatever to cna6t. 

But» I* I as little queftion whether prayer w^s fo con* 
jVant and confiderable a part of Pagan worfKipas is 
lappolcd ; and if it was not, the prejudices of the 
people would not be io much (hocked by this interdict 
as we are ready to think. Daniel indeed prayed three 
times a day; but the idolaters might content thera&lves 
with praying now and then at a ftated folemnity. It ta 
clear, that when yon fpeak oi' dci)rivino men of the comforts^ 
Mmi pri^i the profits y of re/i^ion, you have Chriliiaa^ 
and even modem principles and manners in your eye: 
perhaps in the comforts^ you reprefented to yourfelf a com- 
pany of poor inflamed llugucnot.s uiklei* perlri iiiioni 
and in the profits, the lucrative tiade of popdli niullcs. 
But be this as it may> itihould be coaiideredt 2. That this 
law could not, in the nature of the thing, fupprels all 
prayer, if the people had any great piopenruy to it. It 
could not iupprcfs mental prayer; it could not even fup- 
preis bpdiiy wpdhip, if petformed, as it ealiiy might be. 
in the night, or in (ecret* Daniel, it was well known, 
was ufed to piay in open day-li^-Jit, and in a place ex- 
pofcd to inlptidion, from his ulaal mannti of piaylnp; 
which n^aonert tt was caltly concluded, fo zealous a vo- 
tary as he ma», would not change or diicommuc^ on ac* 

count 
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tkiny days, toMalo»iM fPOffk» yeidbm waiMckmbft 

but the end propofcd would be loon accompKflied, lod 
then it was not likely tiutt nuicb care ircmld be ukco about 
ttooMsmimof h* 
All chk p«i tofciber, I tan mjr «U Mcme thaicoE* 

tfeme envy and malice in the courtiers might fuggcft the 
idea of fuch a law, and that aa impoteac despot might be 
fiatteied hf it. Cectaialyf tf what we read ia the thisd 
libapter \sm tdaittiac^ that mm of ibrfe defjwl» K^tntd 
all people, nations, languages, to Mvfliip hb HMfe m 
pain dcrith, there is no ^it^at wonder tliat another of 
ttoaOiOiikl desiaiKt the exciuiive worihip of himfcif for 
» Moch; nay, pcihtpt, be nai^ tbinilc kiaaiielf ci«l» 
•ad' e««li boiiBtteiis to gadty when he kit tira 
of the other elevCB« For aa to the preiampuoii^ 

Nihil eft tiHod CTedei» de 
Noft pofift» aim kiadaiBf diis aeqaa pi>tfftM.>i^ 

$. A filthy and what yoa feeia to think die ilrongell, 
objedloB to the credit of the book of Daniel is, that 

no fuch per ion as Darius the Mcdc is to be found in 
the fuccciiion of the Babylonifh princes/' (you mean 
if gpTea in Ftolemy'a canon and the Greek writen,) 
^* between the time of Nebuchadnezzar and that of Cy- 
rus.** In faying this, you do not iorget or difbwn what 
our ableil chronologers have faid on the fubjedi i but then 
' you objedl that Xenophon's Cyaxarea (to ferve a tum) has 
been made to peribnate Darios the Mede ; and yet thae 
Xcnophon*3 book, '.vhcthcr it be a romance or a true hif- 
tory, ovcrcuros the ufe which they have made of this hy* 
pothefis* 

I permit 
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I permit myfelf perhaps to be too much flattered . . ^ 
hy your civility in referring to my own tafte, rather ^ 
;.. than to the authority of Giccro: but the truth is, I am 
much difpofed to agree with you, that, if we unravel 
" • with any care the fine texture of the Cyropoedia; we . 

lhall difcover in every thread the Spartan difcipline and. it' 
the philofophy of Socrates." But then, as the judi-. *= , 
clous author chofe to make fo rec<bt'a ftory as that of . J?^.: 

* . Cyrus, and one fo well known, th^ vehicle of his poll- . •. .'* ; 
; • tical and moral inftru6lions, he would be fure to keep up . 

n\ to the truth of the iloi y as far as might be ; efpccially ia 
. the leading fa^s, and in the principal perfons, as we 
'K ;* may fay, of the drama. This obvious rule of decorum 

fucb a writer as Xenophon could not fail to obfervc ; and -.^J. 
-* therefore, on the fuppofition that his Cyropcedia is a ro- ; .v [ 

A ' jttance, I fhould conclude certainly that the outline of hiiri . 
>'arg*n^ine hiftory. But, ...^t^v r' - ■y-'^^ 

' y^^.^?-^vf^^®^1%?*!l?ii^^^^ ground;. ; - . . 
t*%*^-^^ Mcae'eveV >(?rgnS&",at Baby- " • 

inflr/ Kowv'-dQ^.^li^^ of Xcnophon's UqJC 

* .'Alance, there migl 



• ."^ ' -Votice of the fhoi 




/ . .'fh^ unity of his''vroil»;>^.ind divert the'rtf^6 



overlook Gy^^tres; '.'"But, as to theTie^-.iif i?™s no way 
incredible tTiat*X}yrus lliould concede^t'^Jp^^ ally, his 
uncle, and his^'-^ther-in-law, (for he' tipg^j&^i^thefe,) the 
♦iow/tm/ ponrcirionrof the fovcrclgnty ; or ttiat he iTiould 
Jhare the fovereignty with him; or, at leaft, that he fliould 
leave the admimjiratiorh as wc fay, in his hands at Baby- 
lon, 
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Ion, while be himfelf wis pfofecottng bis <»ther conqaefiy 
at ft diflance. Any of thefe things is fuppofsble enough ; 

n:id I u ouKl rathei: admit any of them than reject the ex- 
prefs, the lopeated, the circumfiantial .tcAimony of a not 
confeifedly fabuloos hiftorisn. 

After alt. Sir, I Ihould forfeit^ I know* your good opi* 
u'lon, if 1 clul not acknowledge that fome, at leaft, of 
tlicic circumAances are fuch as one (hould not> perhaps^! 
tx^€t at iirft figbt. But then fuch is the condition of 
Aings here ; and what is true in hamia life» is not al« 
irnv?, 1 \ud almofl faid, not often, that which was pre* 
\iouily to be expe6ted ; wlicncc an ordiaaxy romance 
they lay^ more frMkk than the beft biAory* 

But fhould any or all of tbefe circnnftanees convince - . 
yon pcrfc6lly, ihit fome degree of error or flftion 15 to be 
found in the hook of Daniel, it would be too precipitate 
to conduder'ibat therefore the whole book was«or*no 1 
authority : ^{or^' at i^^yiSOi^pttld but infer, that the 
hiilorlcal pnrtv irhicfc thofc iltcvmfiances are obwrted, . . ^ 

W>!. ^ ♦ ^ 

namely, .liit CtlL ciiapfcr, is nut geotti"5 > j^^^^*^ 
know hf^qr jbo^ir fudged of fome othet' hfftoricM tra6>l'^.-^ I 
* *'.»hich had'Mlierly been inferted^in^^e book of Banielv 
I t Fc^ it is RQ^mkh tbefe coUt^on^V '.which <fo under 

• naoics of the Prophets, as with Ibme v^pnbrly conne<51<jd * 
* \ ;iyftcm, MiJicre.a?chargc of fallehooil, if m^dc pood againft ^ . 
i'; * one part> Ibalij^s the credit of wbo|^ ]pt6titioi^'Ti>f* 
. tories may have been joined 4qP true profhades, wihenall 
that bore the iiaiiic t>f the lame pcrfcfn^ or ;iir> way vc- * I 1 
iatcd to him, cauic to be put together m ^ fame vo- 
lume: but the detection of fuch miialliance could not 
alfeft the prophecies; certainly not thofe of Daniel» which 
rcfpcd the latter times \ for thefe have an iTra ialk evidence 
in themfelves, and alTect their own audiciuicity, in pro- 
|Sortion as we fee, ox have leafwi to admit the accom* 
plilhment of them. 

And 

il ■ 
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Anil now, Str^ I hrre only to oommtt tbde liafty re- 

flcflions to your candour; a virtue which cannot be fe- 
panited froia the love of truth, and of which I obferve 
ibany traces in your agreeable letter ; aod if yoa (koakl 
indulge this quality ftill fiirther, foat to coaceWe the 
poffibility of that being true and reafonahle, in matters of 
feUgioHj which may fcem Araiigc, or, to fo lively a fancy 
as jrouiSy evoi ridiculousf you would not hurt the credit 
of your excelleat undevftandiug, and would thus removo 
one, perhaps a principal, occafion of thofe mxWs which, 
as you complain, hang over thefe nice and diffictdtjubje^s^ 
I am with true refpcdy Sift^ yours, (Sec. 

(Signed) H. 



Th JoShufing Fragment was fiund with the foregoirtg Lti* 

m 

• Ur^ in Mr. GliiBON'j hand-writing, 

i J • 

. YooR anfwer to my firo objeftlons againft the iih 

chapter of Daniel come ilext to tfe confider^. 

1. ^ith regard- to Daniers promotion, I confent to 
withdraw iBy op^fition, and to allow' ^ cafes of Xt- 
menesy Wolfey, and Rlchlieu as parallel inilances; though 
tlierc is faicly fume dili^rcnce between 'a young foreign 
ibothiayer bc\agfuddenlj^ rewarded^ for the interpretation 
of, a dteanii with the govemmeiit of fiipbylon^ and a 

' priefl of the eftabliftied chorchj riGng gradually to the 
great offices of the ftate. 

2, You apprehend, Sir> that my fecond obje£lioii 
icarcely dderves a felious anfwer ; and that it is quite 
fbfficient to appeal to my own reading and experience, 
whciLcr thi Jlnngefi coavi^ien gJ the mnd doei not perpe- 

ImUj 
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tutlly pve way to ikt irtfmid tmd ftlfifh pMffkm^ Since 
you appeal to ine» I (hall lairly ]ay beioie you tlte refiUt 
#f fuf oUermtoiit on ciMt iiibj<^. i. It mvA be 
lefled that the dniokai^ ii(teii finki iam the gitire, asd 

, the prodigal into a gaol, without a poHibility of cliecking 
themfelves. But thej Unk by Ilow degrees i and, whiiH 
4ey indulge ibe ntlifif peffen^ attend Mlfto the trMn^ 
moment of each gninea, or of each boHle, vithdut ea1to>» 

lating their accumulateri weight, till they feci thcmfelves 
iireiii( vably cruflicd under it. 2. In moit^ot thehaaar* 
dous enierprixea of life tbere.isa mixtaie of chance and 
food fortune i what is called good fortune^ ta oTt^ ibe fK» 
of {kill : and as oar vanity flatters us into an opinion 
of our fuperiui merit, we arc neither furprifed nor dif- 
mayed by tbe nifcarria^e of our rafli piedeceflTors. Tki 
€ot0irsi§r iumt kis from th$ iutmsut JcafMg firhft 
Jfill Jlteaming with ikod, to the iuccefsful boldneis 
of Sylla, of Caefar, and of Cromwell ; and convincea 
bimfclf that on fuch a goklen puifuit it is even frtiAwf 
• to ftake a precaiious ynd iniipid life*, We may add» that 
the moft daring flights of ambition are as often tlie 
cSeftsof neccfTity as of choice. The princes of Hindof- 
tan muft eidici reign or perifh; and uhcn Ca:far palled the 
Rubicon, it was fcarccly polQtle for him to return to t 
private fhtion. $. You think* Sir» we may learn fiem 
our own cxi oIcikc, that an uKlilicrence concerning mira- 
cles is vqiy compatible with a full convidlion of their 
truth ; and fo it undoubtedly is with fuch a convifiion ai- 

wc have an opportunity of obftrving. 

* 

« 
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E^, GiBSOK Ef^uire t» }. HoUlQVD E/fyttrtt 

IAM arrived, is wdl^yi yowfflf, at my infen^y 
but with fcry different intention. You will ever rf- 

maiii a fciigot to thofe ruftic deities ; I propofe to abjure 
ihcm foo^ #uvl tff^ re9PQici)e a\^{ji^ to t^ie cati>oii<^ churcb 

. { m tappy, f<» exqviilltely (lappy, at fbelipg (b ii(i9ify 
mountains taken oiF my fhoulders, that I can brave your 
iadignatioa, and even the three-forked iigluniug ot Jupiter 
Jiimfd^ My reafoi^ for takjng (o lyi warrantable a (lep 
(H^prpved of by MiigpqioJ were no ufimaoiy defpondency 
(th9|igh it i^iiy t>e<^i9>c ipoi^« ^fip^ot bow ipuch the 
hm would ^ufer» both in rf ality in repvit^ition, by 
another year's managcnAnt.) ♦♦#♦»♦**♦»♦ 
I fee plcnlure but not ufe in a congi efs, tliercfore decline it. 
I iifiow nothif^g ^ yet of % purcl^aiier, and . can only give 
yott full ai^d i|Rlin^itt<I powers. If. yoi^ think it t^tsx^Tff 
Jet me know' when jfipa fel) ; V>(t, h^wevori do af 7o^ 
pleafe. 

I am fincerely glad to hear Mrs. H. is better. Still 
think Bath would iiii^ her. She, and you too, I fear, ra- 
ther vane the phyiip of the mind, than of the body. Tell 
me fomcching yourielf, If^ among a crowd qf 
acquaintances^ One friend can afford you any comfort, | aqi 
^uite at your Icryice. O^tce i^ofCj adieu. 



VuL. I. Hh 
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I 

Edward Gibbon ElfuTc to J. Hoi^royd Effin^ 

DEAR HOLROTD* FALi,-MALt« itthOee. 177a* 

BY this time, I fuppofc you returned to the Elyfian 
EcKls of ShcfHeld. The country (I do not mean 
my panicuW reflexions on Sufiex) muft be vaftly plea- 
ftnt at this time of the year I For my own part, the pu- 
nifhment of my fiiis has at length overtaken me. Oa 
Thurfday the third of December, in the prefent year of 
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two» 
between the hours of one and two in the aftemoont as I 
was crofTing St. Jameses chorch-yard« I ftumbled, and 
again fpratncd my foot ; but, alas f after two days pain and 
confinement, a horrid nn^nller, ycleped the gtmt , made me 
^ a ihort vilk i and though he has now taken his leave, I 
am full of appreheoiions" that he may have liked my com« 
pany well enough to call again. 

The parliament, after a few foft murmurs, is gone to 
ficep, to awake again after Chriftmas, iaicly folded in 
Lord North's arms. The town is gone into the country, 
and I propofe vifitmg Sheffield about Sunday ie'nnight, if 
by that time lean get my houfehold preparations (i have 
as good as taken Lady Rous*s leafe in Bentinck«ftreet) in 
any forwardnefs. Shall 1 angle for Batt f No news ftir- 
ring, except the Duchcis of G ^. prci;niricy certainty de- 
clared. * * « * called on me the other day, and has 
(aken my plan with him to confider it \ he ftill wifhes to 
defer to fpring ; talks of bad roads, £cc. and is very abfo- 
lute. I remonftratcd, to wani to hmtf whither lam to fuk* 
mit. Adieu. Godfrey Clarke, who is writing near me, 
l)cgs to be remcni!)crcd. The favage is going to hunt 
foxes in Northainptunihire, Qxfordlliire, Glouceiierihixe^ 
&c« Yours fmccrely. 



Digitized by Google 



EDWARD GIBBON Efqutre. ^ 



K* XXXVII. 

1 

Tie Same to the Same* 

P&AK HOLROYD* Booi>i.s*t» Ten o'clock, Thurfdtf Efeniof » 

Dec. 1779. 

MY fclipmes with regard to you have been entirely 
difappoinCed. The bufinefs that called me to town 
was not ready before the 20th of laft month, and the fame 
baiinefs has kept me here till now. I have however a 
very ftrong inclination to eat a Chrithnas mince pic with 
you ; and let me tell you that inclination is no 1 in ill com* 
pliment. What are the trees and waters of Slicfficid- 
Place compared with the comfortable fmoke, lazy dinners* 
and inflammatory Junius*s» which we can every day en- 
joy in town? You have feen the lad Junius? He calls 
on the dillant legions to march to the Capitol, and hcc us 
from the tyranny ot tlie Praetorian guards. I cannot an- 
fwer for the ghoil of the /lic it Mfte^ but the Hampihire 
sntlitia are determined to keep the peace for fear of a bro* 
ken head. After all, do I mean to make yon a vilit next 
week ? Upon my foul, I cannot tell. I tell every body 
that I fliall : T know that I ( annot pafs the week with any 
man in tlie world with whom the pleafurc of (ccmg each 
other will be more fmcere or more reciprocal. Yet, entrt 
neuft I do not believe that I Ihall be able to get out of this 
town before yon come into it. At all events, I look for* 
wards, with great impatience, to Bi uton-ftreet ♦ and the 
|lomans f. Believe me moil truly yours. 

♦ Where Mr. Hokoyd'a ianiily paiTcd a winter. | The Komao Cluh. 
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BBAR HOLKOYO* Junufir ts» 1771. 

LEiNBOROUGH is no more I ***** aacd 
iikc a Jew» ami I dare ikj now ropcots it I» Wt 
fooin • • • ♦ ♦ fiwHid malwtter miDy arkkybrHtMlt 
boDdl horfe-dealer, who has got a groac ft^rtune by fer^^ 

ing the rr.v :ilry. On Thuirciay he faw Ltnl'oj ougli, on 
Friday tauie to town with * * * *, and tiiia moruiiig 
at nine o'clock we ftmck at 20,000 1. aftar a very hai4 
battle* At baes go, I am ooediflatisfied* * * * * aii4 
the sew Lord of Lenborough (by nana * # * im^ 
with me ; and though we did iiu fpcak the fame language, 
ret hy the help of figiu, fuch as that of puuing about the 
bottle, the natives feemcd well fati«6ed* 
. The whole world is going down tp Portfiiioiith, wbeae 
ihey will enjoy the frfeifTurw of fioioke, oosfe* heal» ba4 

lodgings, and expenfivc reckonings. For my own part, 
I have firmly rcfifted importunity, declined parties, and 
flBcao to pafs the bufy week in the (oft retirement oi my 
toeagi de Ikntinck-dreet. Yefterday the Bad India Com* 
paoy poTitiTeiyrefoied the loan: a noble rafalutioD* could 
they get money any where elfe. They arc violept ; mi 
it Aai moved, and the motion heard vvuh iuaie degree of 
approbation, that they ihould abandon India to Lord Norths 
Sujah Dowlab, or the Devil, if he choie to take it« 

AdicH, 



BHD or THE FIRST VOLUME' 
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